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UNLOCKING THE HEART OF THE
STORY: A GUIDE TO SHILOH
WORKSHEETS CHAPTER 1

For teachers, homeschool parents, and
literature enthusiasts, few novels
capture the raw emotion and moral
complexity of childhood like Phyllis
Reynolds Naylor's Shiloh. The first
chapter is a masterclass in setting the
stage: we meet Marty Preston, a boy
from a humble West Virginia home, and

his fateful encounter with a mistreated
beagle. Using Shiloh Worksheets
Chapter 1 as a teaching tool can
transform a simple reading assignment
into a deep, engaging learning
experience. These worksheets help
students not only understand the plot
but also connect with characters,
explore ethical dilemmas, and sharpen
literacy skills.

In this guide, we will walk through the
essential components of effective
worksheets for Chapter 1. Whether you
are designing your own resources or
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selecting pre-made materials, this
comprehensive breakdown will help you
get the most out of the opening chapter
of this beloved Newbery Medal-winning
book. Let us dive into the key elements
that make a worksheet truly valuable:
comprehension, vocabulary, character
analysis, and discussion prompts.

WHY FOCUS ON CHAPTER 1 WITH
WORKSHEETS?

Chapter 1 of Shiloh holds the foundation
for the entire novel. It introduces the
rural setting of Friendly, West Virginia,
the Preston family's economic struggles,
and most importantly, the bond between
Marty and the abused dog he names
Shiloh. Without a strong grasp of this
chapter, students may miss the
emotional weight of Marty's decisions

later in the story. Shiloh Worksheets
Chapter 1 serve as a scaffolding tool,
guiding young readers to notice
important details, ask questions, and
begin building predictions. These
resources also allow educators to assess
comprehension early, ensuring each
student is ready for the chapters ahead.

Setting the
Scene with
Reading
Comprehension

The first and most obvious use of any
worksheet is reading comprehension. A
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well-designed set of questions for
Chapter 1 should move beyond simple
recall. Instead of asking "Where does
Marty live?" you might ask, "How does
the description of Marty's home give you
clues about his family's financial
situation?" This encourages students to
infer and cite text evidence. Effective
comprehension questions for Shiloh
Worksheets Chapter 1 include:

e What does Marty see on his walk
home from school that changes his
day?

e Why does Marty feel guilty about
not telling his dad about the dog
right away?

e What words does the author use to
describe Judd Travers, and what do
they reveal about his character?

e How does Marty's mother react
when he mentions the dog?

e What reason does Marty give for
naming the dog "Shiloh"?

These questions prompt students to
return to the text, look for specific
passages, and think critically. They also
naturally incorporate vocabulary from
the chapter, such as "cowering,"
"quavered," and "precinct."

BUILDING VOCABULARY FROM
CHAPTER 1

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor uses rich,
descriptive language in Shiloh. Chapter 1
includes words that may be unfamiliar to
many fourth, fifth, or sixth graders. A
strong Shiloh Worksheets Chapter 1
should include a vocabulary section



where students can match words to
definitions, use them in sentences, or
create their own glossary. Key words
from this chapter include:

¢ Precinct - a district or area, often
used in law enforcement contexts.

e Cowering - crouching in fear.

e Abuse - cruel or violent
treatment.

e Sympathy - feelings of pity and
sorrow for someone else's
misfortune.

¢ Guilty - feeling responsible for a
wrongdoing.

For deeper engagement, ask students to
find the sentence where each word
appears and then rewrite it in their own
words. This builds both vocabulary and
reading fluency.

Character
Analysis: Marty
Preston and Judd
Travers

Even in the first chapter, we see clear
personalities emerge. Marty is
empathetic, thoughtful, and torn
between his conscience and his fear of
authority. Judd Travers is presented as a
harsh, unkempt man who clearly does
not treat his dog kindly. Worksheets can
guide students to gather evidence about
each character. For instance, a graphic
organizer might have two columns:
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"What Marty Says/Does" and "What This
Shows About Him." Similarly, students
can track Judd's actions and dialogue. A
useful prompt might be: "Compare
Marty's attitude toward the dog with
Judd's. Use at least two quotes from the
chapter to support your answer."

Character analysis worksheets also serve
as a great pre-writing activity for a
longer essay later in the unit.

PLOT MAPPING AND SEQUENCING
EVENTS

Chapter 1 has a clear narrative arc:
Marty finds the dog, encounters judd,
hides the animal, and wrestles with his
conscience. Having students sequence
the main events using a timeline or a
story map reinforces understanding of
plot structure. A Shiloh Worksheets

Chapter 1 page could present six
unnumbered events that the student
must put in order. For example:

1. Marty sees a beagle run into the
woods.

2. Judd Travers yells at Marty to get
off his land.

3. The dog follows Marty home.

4. Marty's mom says they can't afford
to keep a dog.

5. Marty sneaks the dog into the
barn.

6. Marty decides to name the dog
Shiloh.

This simple exercise helps students who
struggle with summarizing or
remembering key scenes.




CRITICAL THINKING

The heart of Shiloh lies in its moral
questions. Chapter 1 sets up the central
dilemma: should Marty obey his parents
and stay away from the dog, or should
he protect an animal from abuse?
Discussion prompts can be integrated
into worksheets as "Think and Respond"
sections. These questions encourage
students to form opinions and defend
them. Examples:

¢ Do you think it was right for Marty
to lie to his father about where he
found the dog? Why or why not?

e If you were in Marty's shoes, what
would you have done after
meeting Judd Travers?

e Why do you think the author chose

to ha i SIGUBES fON PROMPTS AND

with the dog happen after a
traumatic event for the animal?

These open-ended questions can be
used for partner talk, journal entries, or
whole-class debates. Including them in
Shiloh Worksheets Chapter 1 pushes
students beyond recall into higher-order
thinking.

Creative Writing
Extensions

Worksheets don't always have to be
guestion-and-answer. Creative writing
prompts allow students to step into the
world of the novel. For Chapter 1, a
worksheet might ask students to write a

6 Shiloh Worksheets Chapter 1

2023-11-06



Shiloh Worksheets Chapter 1 7

diary entry from Marty's perspective on
the night he first hides Shiloh. Or, they
might write a short poem about the
dog's feelings of fear and hope. Another
option: "Imagine you are the beagle.
Write a paragraph describing your
thoughts when Marty gives you water
and a kind word." Such activities engage
students who may be less interested in
traditional comprehension exercises and
help them develop empathy for the
characters.

USING WORKSHEETS FOR
DIFFERENTIATION

One of the strengths of a well-prepared
set of Shiloh Worksheets Chapter 1 is
that they can be adapted for diverse
learners. For struggling readers, a
worksheet might include a simplified

summary with fill-in-the-blank
sentences. For advanced students, the
sheet could pose analytical questions
about author's craft, such as: "How does
Naylor use sensory language (sights,
sounds, smells) in Chapter 1 to make the
setting feel real?" Similarly, English
language learners benefit from visual
vocabulary cards and sentence starters
provided on the worksheet. By offering
multiple versions or tiered questions, a
single chapter resource can meet the
needs of an entire classroom.

ANSWER KEYS AND SELF-
ASSESSMENT

No worksheet set is complete without an
answer key, especially for teachers who
need to grade quickly or for students
who are working independently.



However, a thoughtful approach to
answer keys goes beyond just correct
answers. Include sample responses for
open-ended questions, showing different
levels of quality. This helps students
understand expectations. For example, a
sample answer for the discussion prompt
"Why does Marty feel guilty?" might
range from a simple sentence to a
detailed paragraph that cites text
evidence.

Integrating
Technology and

Online Resources

While printable worksheets are still
valuable, many educators now use
digital versions that students can
complete on tablets or via Google
Classroom. Online Shiloh Worksheets
Chapter 1 resources often include
interactive drag-and-drop sequencing,
multiple-choice quizzes with instant
feedback, and embedded videos of the
story being read aloud. Combining
traditional worksheet strategies with
these digital tools can increase
engagement and provide immediate
progress data.

COMMON PITFALLS TO AVOID
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WHEN CREATING WORKSHEETS

Not all worksheets are created equal. To
ensure your Shiloh Worksheets
Chapter 1 are effective, avoid these
common missteps:

* Too many questions: A
worksheet with 30 questions will
overwhelm students. Focus on
8-12 high-quality prompts.

e All lower-level recall: Balance
"what happened" questions with
"why do you think" questions.

e Ignoring the emotional layer:
Shiloh is an emotionally charged
story. Worksheets should address
feelings and ethics, not just facts.

* Lack of clear instructions: Make
sure each section has a brief
explanation of what to do. For

example, "Read the passage from
page 5, then answer the questions
in complete sentences."

CONCLUSION

The first chapter of Shiloh is a rich
tapestry of setting, character, and moral
conflict. Well-designed Shiloh
Worksheets Chapter 1 can unlock that
richness for students, guiding them to
read carefully, think deeply, and express
their ideas with confidence. Whether you
focus on comprehension, vocabulary,
character analysis, plot sequencing, or
creative writing, the key is to choose
activities that align with your learning
goals and the needs of your students. By
investing time in creating or selecting
quality worksheets, you are not just
teaching a novel—you are helping young
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readers discover the power of literature and compassion. Use these resources as
to illuminate right and wrong, courage a springboard for discussion, reflection,
and a lifelong love of reading.
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