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INTRODUCTION: THE ENDURING
CHARM OF A SCREWBALL
CLASSIC

The 1936 film My Man Godfrey stands
as a pinnacle of the screwball comedy
genre, a sparkling social satire that
continues to delight audiences nearly a
century after its release. Directed by
Gregory La Cava and starring the
incomparable duo of William Powell and
Carole Lombard, the film tells the story

of a "forgotten man" hired as a butler by
a zany, wealthy family during the Great
Depression. Its sharp wit, impeccable
timing, and underlying critique of class
divisions are timeless. Yet, behind the
polished performances and seamless
narrative lies a fascinating layer of
production history. For film buffs and
classic cinema enthusiasts, the allure of
My Man Godfrey bloopers, flubs, and
behind-the-scenes anecdotes adds a
rich, human dimension to this cinematic
masterpiece. This article explores the
known mistakes within the film, the
chaotic creative process that led to
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them, and why these imperfections only
enhance our appreciation of this beloved
comedy.

A PERFECT STORM FOR
IMPERFECTION: THE
PRODUCTION CONTEXT

To understand the presence of My Man
Godfrey bloopers, one must first
appreciate the environment in which the
film was made. The production was
famously unconventional, even by the
often-freewheeling standards of 1930s
Hollywood. Gregory La Cava was known
for a relaxed, improvisational style. He
often allowed scenes to run long,
encouraging his actors to ad-lib and
interact naturally. This approach, while
yielding incredible comedic chemistry,
was a breeding ground for small errors

and unrepeatable moments.
Improvisation: A
Double-Edged

Sword

La Cava’'s preference for improvisation
meant that the script was more of a
blueprint than a rigid set of instructions.
Much of the film's most memorable
dialogue, particularly the rapid-fire
exchanges between the Bullock family
members, was developed on set. While
this fostered a brilliant spontaneity, it
also meant that actors occasionally
stumbled over their own quickly-
conceived lines or those of their scene
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partners. Many a My Man Godfrey
blooper likely originated from a muffed
improvised line that, while funny,
wouldn't fit the final cut. This creative
chaos is precisely what gives the film its
electric, live-wire feel.

Alcohol and
Atmosphere

It's an open secret among film historians
that the production was fueled by more
than just coffee. Stories abound of the
cast, including stars Powell and Lombard
as well as the supporting players like
Eugene Pallette (Mr. Bullock) and Alice
Brady (Angelica Bullock), enjoying
cocktails during the workday. While this
likely contributed to the loose,

uninhibited energy of the performances,
it also created a higher probability of
flubbed lines and forgotten cues. The
outtakes from such a set would have
been a treasure trove of slurred speech,
laughed-through takes, and moments
where an actor’s timing was just slightly
off. These so-called My Man Godfrey
bloopers were a natural byproduct of
the film's inherently boozy and relaxed
atmosphere.

KNOWN FLUBS AND ON-SCREEN
ODDITIES

While a complete reel of My Man
Godfrey bloopers has, to the
knowledge of the public, been lost to
time, eagle-eyed classic film fans have
identified several on-screen moments
that hint at imperfections. These are not



disastrous errors but rather charming
quirks that remind us we are watching a
live performance captured on film.

Audio and Lip-
Sync
Discrepancies

One of the most frequently discussed
potential bloopers involves a minor but
noticeable audio lapse. In several
scenes, particularly those involving rapid
dialogue, the synchronization of the
actors' lips to the audio track seems
slightly off. This was a common technical
issue in the early sound era, but it
appears more pronounced in a few

specific moments of My Man Godfrey.
Whether this is a true My Man Godfrey
blooper stemming from a poor take or a
fault in the restoration process remains a
topic of debate. Nevertheless, for the
keen-eared listener, it adds a layer of
"liveness" to the viewing experience.

Prop and
Costume
Continuity

Sharp-eyed viewers have also spotted
minor continuity errors that could be
classified as My Man Godfrey
bloopers.

e The Changing Glassware:
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During the famous "scavenger
hunt" scene at the beginning of
the film, the levels of liquid and
the positions of glasses on trays
sometimes seem to change
between cuts. This suggests that
the scene was filmed in multiple
takes and the props weren't
always perfectly reset.

Godfrey's Tie: In one of the early
sequences in the Bullock mansion,
the knot of Godfrey's butler
uniform tie appears subtly
different in shots that are
supposed to be continuous. This is
a classic costume continuity error
that any fan of My Man Godfrey
bloopers would delight in
spotting.

e Molly's Hair: Mischa Auer,

playing the eccentric "protege"
Carlo, has a wonderfully unkempt
appearance. However, in one
particular scene, his hair changes
position between shots, a small
oversight that adds to the overall
chaotic charm of the character.

Line Delivery
Stumbles

The dialogue in My Man Godfrey is
delivered at a blistering pace. Given the
improvisational nature of the scenes, it's
almost certain that some minor flubs
made it into the final print. In the scene
where Irene (Carole Lombard) is
explaining her "angel" theory to Godfrey



while he is serving dinner, her line "l was
just trying to explain about the man..." is
delivered with a slight, almost
imperceptible hesitation. Some fans
argue this was an intentional character
choice, while others believe it’s a minor
recovery from a near-missed line—a
classic, subtle My Man Godfrey
blooper that survived the editing room
floor because the performance was too
good to discard.

THE LOST BLOOPERS: A LEGACY
OF LAUGHTER

The most tantalizing aspect of My Man
Godfrey bloopers is not what is visible
in the film, but what was left on the
cutting room floor. Reports and
interviews from the cast and crew paint
a picture of a set filled with constant

laughter and mistakes.

Carole Lombard's
Legendary
Gaffes

Carole Lombard was renowned for her
professionalism but also for her ability to
laugh at herself. Witnesses recalled
numerous instances where Lombard
would completely dissolve into giggles
while trying to deliver a serious line to
the stone-faced Powell. These outbursts
would, of course, ruin the take. One
particularly famous anecdote involves a
scene where a dog was supposed to be
present. The animal became unruly, and
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Lombard, trying to stay in character,
began to laugh uncontrollably as the dog
ignored its cues. Entire reels of such My
Man Godfrey bloopers are rumored to
have existed, featuring the normally
composed Powell breaking character to
laugh alongside his co-star and former
wife.

The Supporting
Cast's
Contributions

The supporting cast was also fertile
ground for bloopers. Alice Brady, playing
the addled and food-obsessed Angelica
Bullock, often forgot her precise lines,

relying on La Cava’'s direction to
rephrase them on the fly. Eugene
Pallette, whose gruff, gravelly voice was
a hallmark of the film, often found his
voice giving out after a long day of
shouting his lines. The resulting
outtakes, filled with croaks and coughs,
would have been a prime source of My
Man Godfrey bloopers.

The character of Carlo, played by Mischa
Auer, required him to perform comedic
"apes" and physical stunts. These
physical comedy scenes are a goldmine
for potential bloopers. Trips, falls, and
unintended collisions were undoubtedly
common, leading to takes that were
side-splittingly funny for the crew but
unusable for the final film.




THE FILM'S LEGACY

Discovering and discussing My Man
Godfrey bloopers is more than just a
trivial pursuit for cinephiles. It
fundamentally shapes how we
understand and appreciate the film.

1. Humanizing the Stars: Learning
about the bloopers makes the
distant, glamorous stars of the
1930s feel real and relatable.
William Powell wasn't just the
suave Godfrey; he was an actor
who could forget a line. Carole
Lombard wasn't just a madcap
heiress; she was a woman who
laughed too hard at a joke. This
humanity deepens our connection
to the film.

2. HighlT§igiNgRACDIGRBLYOGPERS ON

the Genre: Screwball comedy is
incredibly difficult to perform. The
timing, rhythm, and chemistry
required are immense. Knowing
that the film is riddled with My
Man Godfrey bloopers behind
the scenes only highlights the skill
required to finally get the take that
made it into the movie. The
perfection of the final product is
made more impressive by the
imperfection of the process.

. Adding a Layer of Interactive

Discovery: For modern viewers,
hunting for My Man Godfrey
bloopers has become a fun,
participatory way to watch the
film. It encourages multiple
viewings, turning each watch into
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a kind of detective mission. This
active engagement keeps the film
alive and relevant for new
generations of fans who enjoy
spotting the subtle errors that
have survived over the decades.

WHERE ARE THE OFFICIAL
BLOOPERS REELS?

A question that often arises is: why
hasn't the studio released a compilation
of My Man Godfrey bloopers? The
answer lies in the history of film
preservation. In the 1930s, outtakes and
negative trims were not considered
valuable. Studios routinely destroyed or
repurposed the material to reclaim the
silver content from the nitrate film stock.
The now-priceless footage of Powell and
Lombard breaking character was likely

melted down for its raw materials. This
tragic loss is why we must rely on
anecdotes, a few surviving stills, and the
keen eyes of fans to piece together the
story of the film's mistakes. The lack of
an official reel makes the few known on-
screen My Man Godfrey bloopers
even more precious.

CONCLUSION: PERFECTION IN
IMPERFECTION

My Man Godfrey is a flawless film. It is
tight, witty, and emotionally resonant.
Yet, the fun of analyzing My Man
Godfrey bloopers reveals that this
perfection was born from a beautifully
chaotic, human process. The minor audio
glitches, the subtle costume
inconsistencies, and the many lost
moments of laughter from the set do not



diminish the film; they enrich it. They
remind us that classic Hollywood cinema
was not a sterile, assembly-line product
but a vibrant, unpredictable art form
created by talented individuals who were
allowed to be human. The next time you
watch My Man Godfrey, pay close

10

attention. You might just spot a tiny
quirk that you can call your own
discovered My Man Godfrey blooper.
And when you do, laugh—not at the
mistake, but in celebration of the joyful,
imperfect magic that makes this film an
eternal masterpiece.
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