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WELCOME TO THE
WORLD OF DSLR
PHOTOGRAPHY
WITH THE NIKON
D5200

If you have just picked
up a Nikon D5200 and
f e e l  a  l i t t l e
overwhelmed  by  the
buttons,  dials,  and
menu options, you are
not alone. This camera
is  a  fantastic  entry-
level  DSLR that  packs
p r o f e s s i o n a l - l e v e l
features  into  a  user-
fr iendly  body.  But
“user-friendly” can still
be  intimidating  when

you are coming from a
smartphone or a point-
and-shoot  camera.
That  is  where  th is
Nikon  D  5200  For
D u m m i e s  g u i d e
comes in. Think of this
article as your friendly,
no-jargon  companion
to  help  you  go  from
confused  beginner  to
confident
photographer.  We  will
w a l k  t h r o u g h
everything you need to
know  —  from  basic
s e t u p  t o  t a k i n g
beautiful  photos  —
without  overwhelming
you  with  technical
specifications.  Let  us
get  started  on  your
photography  journey.

https://old.setefer.com/
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GETTING TO KNOW
YOUR NIKON
D5200 INSIDE AND

OUT

B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
snapping pictures, take
a minute to familiarize
yourse l f  w i th  the
physical  layout  of  the
camera. The D5200 is
d e s i g n e d  w i t h
ergonomics in mind, so
e v e r y t h i n g  f a l l s
naturally  under  your
fingers  once  you  know
where things are.

The Front
and Top
of the
Camera

Lens release
button: Located
on the front left;
press this to
remove the lens.

AF-assist
illuminator: A
small light that
helps the camera
focus in dark
conditions.
Mode dial: On
the top left, this
is your control
center for
choosing
shooting modes
(more on that
later).
Shutter button:
Half-press to
focus, full press
to take the
picture.
Power switch
and shutter
release: The
lever around the
shutter button
turns the camera
on and off.

The Back
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of the
Camera

Vari-angle LCD
screen: One of
the D5200's best
features. It tilts
and swivels,
making it easy to
shoot from low
angles or above
your head.
Playback
button: Review
your photos.
Delete button:
Marked with a
trash can icon.
Menu button:
Access all
camera settings.
Multi-selector
and OK button:
The directional
pad used to
navigate menus.
Press the center
to confirm.
Info button:
Displays shooting

information on
the screen.

Take a few minutes to
ho ld  the  camera ,
locate  these  buttons,
and practice turning it
on  and  off.  Muscle
memory  wi l l  come
quickly,  and soon you
w i l l  b e  a d j u s t i n g
s e t t i n g s  w i t h o u t
needing  to  look.

SETTING UP YOUR
NIKON D5200 FOR
FIRST USE

When  you  first  power
on  your  D5200 ,  i t
might  ask  you  to  set
the  date,  time,  and
language.  Go  ahead
and  do  that.  Then,
insert  a  memory  card
(SD,  SDHC,  or  SDXC)
and  make  sure  your
b a t t e r y  i s  f u l l y
cha rged .  A  spa re
ba t te ry  i s  a  good
investment  for  longer
shooting sessions. Now
let  us  talk  about  the
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essential  settings  that
wil l  make  your  l i fe
easier.

Choosing
the Right
Image
Quality
For beginners,  set the
image quality to JPEG
Fine.  This  gives  you
high-quality  photos
without  massive  file
sizes.  You  can  always
explore  RAW  later
when  you  feel  ready
for  advanced  editing.
To  change  this,  press
the Menu button,  go
to the Shooting Menu,
and  se lec t  Image
Quality.

Autofocus

Made
Simple
The D5200 has a great
autofocus system with
39  focus  points.  For
everyday shooting, set
the focus mode to AF-
A (Auto-Servo AF). This
allows  the  camera  to
decide whether to use
single  or  continuous
autofocus  depending
o n  w h e t h e r  y o u r
sub jec t  i s  s t i l l  o r
m o v i n g .  Y o u  c a n
c h a n g e  t h i s  b y
pressing the AF-mode
button on the front of
the  camera  (near  the
l e n s  m o u n t )  a n d
rotating the command
dial.

Set Your



Nikon D 5200 For Dummies 5

5

ISO to
Auto
U n l e s s  y o u  a r e
shooting  in  very  low
light, keep ISO on Auto.
The  D5200  handles
noise  well  up  to  ISO
1 6 0 0 ,  s o  l e t  t h e
camera  ad jus t  as
needed while you focus
on  composing  your
shots.

DEMYSTIFYING
EXPOSURE:
APERTURE,
SHUTTER SPEED,
AND ISO

These  three  elements
form  the  “exposure
t r i a n g l e . ”
Understanding them is
the  key  to  moving
beyond Auto mode. Do
not worry — we keep it
simple.

Aperture
(f-stop)
Think  of  aperture  as
the size of the window
that lets light into the
c a m e r a .  A  l o w  f -
number  (l ike  f/2.8)
m e a n s  a  l a r g e r
opening,  letting  in
more light and creating
a  blurred  background
(nice  for  portraits).  A
high  f-number  (like
f/16)  means a smaller
opening, keeping more
of  the  scene  in  focus
(great for landscapes).

Shutter
Speed
Shutter speed controls
how long the sensor is
exposed to light. A fast
speed  (1/500  second)
freezes action.  A  slow
speed  (1/30  second)
can blur motion, which
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you  might  want  for
creative  effects.  As  a
rule,  use  a  shutter
speed of at least 1/60
second  when  hand-
h o l d i n g  t o  a v o i d
camera  shake.

ISO
ISO  measures  the
sens i t i v i ty  o f  the
camera sensor to light.
Lower  ISO  (100–200)
gives  cleaner  images
but  needs  more  light.
Higher ISO (800–3200)
lets you shoot in darker
condit ions  but  can
introduce grain (noise).
The  D5200  is  quite
forgiving  up  to  ISO
3200.
In the next section, we
w i l l  s e e  h o w  t h e
shooting  modes  help
you control these three
s e t t i n g s  w i t h o u t
confusion.

SHOOTING MODES:

WHAT EACH ONE
DOES (AND WHEN
TO USE IT)

The mode dial  on top
of  your  D5200  offers
several options. Here is
the Nikon D 5200 For
Dummies  breakdown
of  the  most  useful
ones.

Auto and
Scene
Modes
(Green
Camera
and
Scene
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Modes)
The green Auto  mode
is  your  “point  and
shoot” safety net. The
camera  makes  a l l
exposure decisions for
you. Scene modes (like
Portrait,  Landscape,
Sports)  are  presets
that  optimize  settings
for  specific  situations.
Use them when you do
not want to think about
technical  settings  and
just want a good shot.

P
(Program
med
Auto)
This is a step up from
full  Auto.  The  camera
chooses  aperture  and
shutter speed, but you
can  still  adjust  other

settings  like  ISO  and
white  balance.  It  is  a
great  mode  to  start
learning.

A
(Aperture
Priority)
and S
(Shutter
Priority)

A (Aperture
Priority): You
set the aperture,
and the camera
automatically
picks the shutter
speed. Use this
when you want
to control depth
of field (blurry
background or
sharp
landscape).
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S (Shutter
Priority): You
set the shutter
speed, and the
camera picks the
aperture. Perfect
for freezing
action in sports
or creating
motion blur in
waterfalls.

M
(Manual)
In  Manual  mode,  you
control  both  aperture
and shutter speed. Do
not be afraid of it. Start
by taking a test shot in
A or S mode, note the
settings  the  camera
chose, then switch to M
and dial those in. Then
adjust  one  thing  at  a
time  to  see  the  effect.
It  is  the  best  way  to
learn.

SIMPLE TIPS FOR
TAKING BETTER
PHOTOS WITH THE
D5200

You  now  know  the
basics  of  the  camera.
Let  us  look  at  a  few
practical  tips  that  will
instantly improve your
images.

Master
the Rule
of Thirds
Turn on the grid lines
in  your  viewfinder  or
on  the  LCD  screen
( M e n u  >  C u s t o m
S e t t i n g s  >
Shooting/Display  >
Grid  Display).  Place
your subject where the
lines  intersect.  This
creates more balanced
a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g
composit ions  than
centering everything.
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Use the
Tilting
Screen to
Your
Advantag
e
The D5200's vari-angle
screen  is  perfect  for
gett ing  low  to  the
ground  or  shooting
over crowds. Flip it out
and angle it so you can
see  the  composition
without  kneeling  or
climbing.  This  feature
a l o n e  m a k e s  t h e
D 5 2 0 0  a  f a v o r i t e
among  t rave l  and
nature photographers.

Focus on
the Eyes
When  photographing
people  or  animals,
make sure the eyes are
sharp.  Use  the  AF-
area  mode  set  to
Single-Point  AF,  and
move that single focus
point  onto  the  eye  of
your  subject.  Even  if
the rest of the face is
slightly  soft,  sharp
eyes make the picture
look professional.

Keep
Your
Camera
Steady
Use both hands to hold
the camera, tuck your
elbows into your body,
and  press  the  shutter



10

10 Nikon D 5200 For Dummies 2026-03-02

button  gently.  For
slower shutter speeds,
consider using a tripod
or  setting  the  camera
on  a  stable  surface.
The  D5200's  vibration
reduction (if  your lens
has  VR)  also  helps
reduce  blur.

LENSES: GETTING
THE MOST OUT OF
YOUR KIT LENS
AND BEYOND

The  Nikon  D5200  is
often sold with the AF-
S  18-55mm f/3.5-5.6G
VR II kit lens. This is a
versat i le  lens  fo r
beginners.  It  covers
wide-angle  to  short
telephoto,  good  for
landscapes,  portraits,
a n d  e v e r y d a y
snapshots.

Kit Lens

Tips
At 18mm (wide),
you can capture
expansive
scenes. Be
careful of
distortion — keep
the camera level
to avoid leaning
buildings.
At 55mm, create
portraits with
some
background blur
by getting close
to your subject
and using a wide
aperture (f/5.6).
Always hold the
lens by its barrel,
not the camera
body, to reduce
stress on the
mount.

Exploring
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Other
Lenses
When you are ready to
expand,  consider  the
Nikon  35mm  f/1.8G
DX.  It  is  affordable,
sharp, and lets in much
more light than the kit
lens. Great for low-light
pho tog raphy  and
beautiful portraits with
creamy  backgrounds.
Another popular choice
i s  t h e  N i k o n
55-200mm  VR  for
zooming  in  on  distant
subjects.

REVIEWING AND
TRANSFERRING
YOUR PHOTOS

After a shoot, you will
want  to  review  your
images  and  get  them
onto your computer or
phone.

Playback
and
Zoom
Press  the  Playback
button,  then  use  the
z o o m  i n  b u t t o n
( m a r k e d  w i t h  a
magnifying glass with a
+ )  t o  c h e c k  f o r
s h a r p n e s s .  T h e
D5200's  3-inch  screen
i s  e x c e l l e n t  f o r
evaluating  focus  and
exposure. If a highlight
i s  b l i n k i n g  ( t h e
“blinkies”), that area is
overexposed.  Use
e x p o s u r e
compensation (the +/-
button)  to  darken  the
image next time.

Transferri
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ng to a
Computer
or
Smartpho

ne
The  D5200  does  not
have built-in Wi-Fi, but
y o u  c a n  a d d  a n
o p t i o n a l  W U - 1 a
Wireless Adapter  for
wireless  transfer  to  a
s m a r t p h o n e .
Alternatively,  simply
remove  the  SD  card
and use a card reader.
For Mac or PC, Nikon’s
ViewNX-i software (free
download)  allows  you
to organize and make
basic  adjustments  to
your  photos.

COMMON
MISTAKES NEW

D5200 USERS
MAKE (AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM)

Even  exper ienced
photographers  slip  up
occasionally.  Here  are
the  most  common
pitfal ls  and  how  to
steer  clear.

Mistake
1:
Leaving
the Lens
Cap On
We  have  all  done  it.
The  viewfinder  is  dark,
and  nothing  happens.
Get  into  the  habit  of
remov ing  the  cap
before  you  raise  the
camera to your eye.
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Mistake
2: Using

Auto
Mode in

Low


