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INTRODUCTION: THE SUN STORM BOWLING BALL – A LEGACY OF POWER AND
PRECISION

In the ever-evolving world of tenpin bowling, few names carry as much weight as Storm. Known for
pushing  the  boundaries  of  resin  technology  and  coverstock  innovation,  Storm  has  produced
countless iconic balls over the decades. Among their most celebrated releases is the Sun Storm
Bowling Ball, a piece of equipment that carved out a unique place in bowling history. Whether you
are a seasoned league bowler or a curious enthusiast looking to understand what made this ball so
special, the Sun Storm represents a fascinating chapter in the sport's technological journey. This
article explores every facet of the Sun Storm – from its core design and coverstock to its ideal lane
conditions and lasting legacy. By the end, you will have a complete understanding of why this ball
remains a topic of discussion among those who appreciate high-performance bowling equipment.

WHAT IS THE SUN STORM BOWLING BALL?

The Sun Storm Bowling Ball is a high-performance reactive resin ball originally introduced by
Storm Products. Designed for medium to heavy oil conditions, it quickly gained a reputation for its
aggressive backend reaction and remarkable hitting power. Unlike entry-level or mid-range balls,
the Sun Storm was engineered for bowlers who needed controlled hook potential with unmistakable
energy  at  the  pocket.  Its  release  marked  a  period  when  Storm  was  refining  its  proprietary
coverstock formulations, and the Sun Storm benefited directly from that research. The ball's name
itself evokes imagery of intensity and brightness, fitting for a ball that delivered explosive pin carry
on challenging lane patterns.

A Brief History and Context
During the late 1990s and early 2000s, the bowling industry experienced a surge in resin technology
advancements.  Manufacturers  were  racing  to  create  balls  that  offered  more  grip,  more  hook,  and
more durability. Storm, already a dominant player in the market, introduced the Sun Storm as part
of its high-performance lineup. It was positioned above entry-level offerings and aimed squarely at
competitive league bowlers and tournament participants. The ball quickly found favor among those
who bowled on freshly oiled lanes or longer patterns where a strong, controllable arc was necessary.
Its success helped cement Storm's reputation for producing equipment that combined cutting-edge
science with real-world usability.

KEY FEATURES AND TECHNOLOGIES OF THE SUN STORM

Understanding what made the Sun Storm special requires a closer look at its construction. Storm
incorporated  several  proprietary  technologies  into  this  ball,  each  contributing  to  its  overall
performance profile. Below are the most important features that defined the Sun Storm Bowling Ball.

Coverstock Composition
The coverstock of the Sun Storm is a reactive resin blend that Storm developed specifically for this
model. Reactive resin is a porous material that absorbs oil from the lane surface, creating friction
and allowing the ball to grip the lane more effectively. The Sun Storm's coverstock was formulated
to  provide  a  strong  but  controllable  reaction.  It  offered  enough bite  to  handle  medium oil  without
becoming  overly  skid-flippy  on  lighter  patterns.  The  polished  finish  that  Storm applied  to  the  Sun
Storm enhanced its length through the front part of the lane, reserving its energy for a powerful
move on  the  backend.  This  combination  of  grip  and finish  made the  Sun Storm versatile  across  a
range of conditions.

Core Design – Low RG with High
Differential
At the heart of the Sun Storm lies a symmetrical core engineered for low RG (Radius of Gyration)
and a high differential.  A low RG means the ball  starts rolling earlier,  which promotes a smoother,
more predictable arc. The high differential, on the other hand, increases the ball's potential to flare –
meaning the core creates a strong torque as it transitions from skid to hook. This core design is ideal
for bowlers who want early roll with a powerful backend motion. The combination of early roll and
high flare gives the Sun Storm its characteristic hitting power, allowing it to drive through the pins
even when the entry angle is not perfect.

Weight Block and Balance
Sun  Storm bowling  balls  were  manufactured  with  precise  weight  block  placements  to  ensure
consistent balance from ball to ball. Storm's quality control processes ensured that each Sun Storm
met strict tolerances for static weights and side weights. For bowlers, this meant that drilling layouts
would produce predictable results. Whether you drilled the pin up for length or pin down for earlier
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roll, the ball responded faithfully to the intended layout. This consistency made the Sun Storm a
favorite among pro shop operators and knowledgeable bowlers alike.

PERFORMANCE ON THE LANES

The true measure of any bowling ball is how it performs when it hits the lane. The Sun Storm
delivers  a  performance  profile  that  suits  a  wide  range  of  playing  styles,  though  it  excels  under
specific  conditions.  Let's  break  down  what  you  can  expect  when  rolling  a  Sun  Storm.

Ideal Lane Conditions
The Sun Storm Bowling Ball performs best on medium to heavy oil patterns. Because of its low RG
core and reactive coverstock, it requires some oil in the front part of the lane to achieve proper
length. On dry lanes, the ball may hook too early, losing energy before reaching the pocket. On
heavy oil, however, the Sun Storm shines. It digs into the oil, builds traction through the mid-lane,
and  delivers  a  strong,  continuous  motion  on  the  backend.  Bowlers  who  frequently  encounter
tournament  oil  patterns  or  freshly  oiled  league  conditions  will  find  the  Sun  Storm to  be  a  reliable
weapon in their arsenal.

Hook Potential and Backend Reaction
One of the most talked-about aspects of the Sun Storm is its backend reaction. The combination of
low RG and high differential creates a ball that is anything but lazy. When the Sun Storm encounters
dry boards on the backend, it makes a decisive move toward the pocket. This move is not jerky or
unpredictable; it is smooth and powerful, with a continuous roll that drives through the pin deck.
Bowlers who prefer a strong arc rather than a sharp snap will appreciate the Sun Storm's motion.
The ball does not quit at the pocket – it carries energy deep into the pin deck, creating high strike
percentages even on less-than-perfect hits.

Versatility and Adjustability
While the Sun Storm is optimized for medium to heavy oil, it can be adjusted for other conditions
through surface preparation and drilling layouts. By lightly sanding the coverstock, bowlers can
increase the ball's overall hook potential and make it usable on heavier oil. Conversely, applying a
high-gloss polish can extend its length, making it effective on medium oil patterns. This adjustability
is  a  hallmark  of  high-quality  bowling  balls,  and  the  Sun  Storm  offers  it  in  spades.  Additionally,
symmetrical cores lend themselves well to a wide variety of drilling layouts, allowing bowlers to fine-
tune the ball's reaction to match their individual game.

WHO SHOULD USE THE SUN STORM BOWLING BALL?

Not every bowling ball is right for every bowler. The Sun Storm is designed with specific skill levels

and playing styles in mind. Here is a breakdown of who will benefit most from this ball.

Intermediate to Advanced Bowlers
The Sun Storm is best suited for bowlers who have developed a consistent release and understand
how  to  read  lane  conditions.  Beginners  may  find  the  ball's  hook  potential  challenging  to  control,
especially if they have not yet mastered hand position and axis rotation. However, intermediate and
advanced bowlers will appreciate the ball's predictability and power. If you can generate moderate
to high rev rates and you bowl on demanding lane patterns, the Sun Storm will reward you with
strikes.

Bowlers Who Value Control and Power
Some bowlers chase maximum hook, while others seek control. The Sun Storm strikes a balance
between the two. It offers plenty of hook for challenging conditions but does so in a way that feels
manageable.  Bowlers  who  prioritize  hitting  power  and  pin  carry  will  find  the  Sun  Storm  to  be  a
trustworthy option. If you are the type of bowler who prefers to play a direct line to the pocket rather
than swinging the ball wide, the Sun Storm can be drilled to complement that style.

Tournament and League Bowlers
For bowlers who compete regularly, having a ball that performs consistently across multiple games
is crucial. The Sun Storm's durable coverstock and stable core ensure that its reaction remains
predictable even after hundreds of games. This makes it an excellent choice for league bowlers who
face the same pattern week after week, as well as tournament bowlers who encounter a variety of
conditions.

COMPARING THE SUN STORM TO OTHER STORM BALLS

Storm's  lineup  is  extensive,  and  the  Sun  Storm occupies  a  specific  niche  within  it.  Understanding
how it compares to other popular Storm models can help you decide if it is the right ball for your
bag.

Sun Storm vs. Hy-Road
The  Hy-Road  is  one  of  Storm's  most  versatile  and  best-selling  balls.  While  the  Hy-Road  offers  a
smooth, controllable arc on a wide range of patterns, the Sun Storm is more aggressive in its overall
hook  shape.  The  Sun  Storm's  low  RG  and  high  differential  give  it  more  torque  and  a  stronger
backend move compared to the Hy-Road, which tends to be more linear. Bowlers who need a ball for
heavier oil with a pronounced backend will likely prefer the Sun Storm over the Hy-Road.



Sun Storm Bowling Ball 3

3

Sun Storm vs. Phaze Series
The Phaze series (Phaze II, Phaze III, etc.) has become a staple in Storm's lineup. These balls feature
more modern coverstock formulations and, in some cases, asymmetrical cores. The Phaze II, in
particular, is known for its strong, early-rolling motion. Compared to the Phaze series, the Sun Storm
offers  a  different  feeling  –  it  is  slightly  more  angular  on  the  backend  and  may  require  a  bit  more
precision in terms of speed control. However, the Sun Storm's hitting power is comparable to that of
the Phaze series, making it a worthy alternative for bowlers who prefer symmetrical cores.

Sun Storm vs. IQ Tour
The IQ Tour is famous for its smooth, predictable motion on medium oil. It is often described as a
benchmark ball. The Sun Storm, by contrast, is more aggressive and more suited to heavier oil. If
the IQ Tour is a surgical instrument for precision, the Sun Storm is a power tool for striking. Bowlers
who own both will find that they cover different parts of the lane condition spectrum, with the Sun
Storm handleing the heavier side.

MAINTENANCE AND CARE FOR YOUR SUN STORM

To get the most out of your Sun Storm Bowling Ball, proper maintenance is essential. Bowling
balls are investments, and with the right care, a Sun Storm can perform at a high level for many
seasons. Here are some best practices for keeping your ball in top shape.

Regular Cleaning
After each session, clean the surface of your Sun Storm with a dedicated bowling ball cleaner.
Reactive resin coverstocks absorb oil, and if left untreated, the oil can harden inside the pores,
reducing the ball's hook potential. Use a clean microfiber towel and apply the cleaner according to
the manufacturer's instructions. This simple habit will extend the life of your ball and maintain its
reaction.

Surface Refreshing
Over time, the surface of your Sun Storm will develop lane shine and minor abrasions. Periodically
refreshing the surface with a designated resurfacing pad or with the help of a pro shop can restore
the ball's original texture. For the Sun Storm, a 2000-grit or 3000-grit finish is often ideal for medium
to heavy oil, but you can adjust based on your preferences. Always consult with your pro shop
operator before making major


