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MASTERING THE
HCC PERT: YOUR
GUIDE TO
EFFECTIVE
PRACTICE

Navigating the path to
c o l l e g e  c a n  f e e l
o v e r w h e l m i n g ,
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
standardized  tests
stand between you and
your  academic  goals.
For  students  applying
to Houston Community
College  (HCC),  the
P o s t s e c o n d a r y
Education  Readiness
Test (PERT) is a critical
step. More than just an

a d m i s s i o n
requirement, the PERT
determines  which
courses you will take in
your  first
semes te r—d i rec t l y
affecting  your  time,
m o n e y ,  a n d
confidence.  The  key  to
performing  well  and
placing  into  college-
l e v e l  c l a s s e s  i s
thorough  preparation,
and that begins with a
high-quality HCC PERT
practice  test.  This
a r t i c l e  e x p l o r e s
everything you need to
know about  the exam
a n d  h o w  t o  u s e
p r a c t i c e  t e s t s  t o
achieve  your  best
possible  score.
Understanding the test
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structure  and  content
is  the  first  step.  The
PERT  is  a  computer-
a d a p t i v e  t e s t
developed to measure
a  student's  readiness
fo r  co l l ege - l eve l
c o u r s e w o r k  i n
mathematics,  reading,
and writing. It  is used
b y  a l l  2 8  F l o r i d a
colleges  and  many
institutions  across  the
country, including HCC.
B e c a u s e  t h e  t e s t
a d a p t s  t o  y o u r
responses—get t ing
harder  as  you answer
correctly  and  easier
w h e n  y o u  m i s s  a
question—it provides a
precise  snapshot  of
your current academic
skills.  This  adaptive
nature  makes  taking
a n  H C C  P E R T
p r a c t i c e  t e s t
essential .  Without
practice,  you  may  find
the  adaptive  format
disorienting, leading to
l ower  s co res  and

u n n e c e s s a r y
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
courses.
In  this  guide,  we  will
b r e a k  d o w n  e a c h
section  of  the  PERT,
explain why consistent
practice  is  your  most
powerful  weapon,  and
give  you  actionable
strategies  to  get  the
most  out  o f  every
study session. Whether
you are a recent high
school  graduate or  an
adult  returning  to
s c h o o l ,  t a r g e t e d
practice  can  help  you
b y p a s s  r e m e d i a l
c lasses  and  s ta r t
earning  college  credit
immediately.

WHAT IS THE HCC
PERT TEST?

T h e  P E R T
( P o s t s e c o n d a r y
Education  Readiness
Test) is not your typical
academic  exam.  It  is
designed  solely  to
determine  whether  a
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student  is  ready  for
c o l l e g e - l e v e l
coursework or whether
t h e y  w i l l  n e e d
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
education courses first.
For HCC students,  the
PERT  covers  three
subject  areas:

Mathematics –
Focuses on
algebra,
geometry, data
analysis, and
some basic
trigonometry
concepts.
Reading –
Assesses
comprehension,
vocabulary in
context, and the
ability to analyze
written passages.
Writing –
Measures
grammar,
sentence
structure, and
the ability to
organize ideas in
written form.

The  test  is  untimed,
usually  taking  around
two  to  three  hours
total.  Because  it  is
computer-adapt ive,
your score is based on
the  difficulty  of
q u e s t i o n s  y o u
answer—not  just  the
number  of  correct
answers.  Each  section
is  scored  on  a  scale
f r o m  5 0  t o  1 5 0 .
Generally,  a  score  of
1 1 4  o r  h i g h e r  i n
reading  and  writing,
and  114  or  higher  in
math,  is  required  to
place  directly  into
college-level  courses.
H o w e v e r ,  H C C ’ s
specific cut scores may
vary  slightly,  so  it  is
crucial  to  check  the
latest requirements on
the  official  HCC
website.

Why
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Does the
PERT
Matter So

Much?
M a n y  s t u d e n t s
underestimate  the
impact of the PERT on
their academic journey.
A low score can place
you into  one or  more
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
(remedial) courses that
cost  money,  consume
time, and do not count
toward  your  degree.
These courses can add
an entire  semester  or
m o r e  t o  y o u r
graduation  timeline.
Conversely,  a  strong
performance can allow
you to enroll directly in
English  Composition
and  College  Algebra,
saving both tuition and
time.  An  HCC  PERT

practice  test  helps
you  ident i f y  your
current  strengths  and
weaknesses,  so  you
can  focus  your  study
t ime  on  the  exact
a r e a s  t h a t  n e e d
i m p r o v e m e n t ,
m a x i m i z i n g  y o u r
chances of placing into
credit-bearing classes.

THE ROLE OF
PRACTICE TESTS IN
PERT
PREPARATION

Practice  tests  are  not
just  about memorizing
questions and answers.
They  serve  multiple,
deeper  purposes  that
can  transform  your
study  approach:

Familiarit
y with the
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Adaptive
Format
Most  students  have
never  experienced  a
computer-adaptive test
b e f o r e .  T h e  w a y
quest ions  change
b a s e d  o n  y o u r
performance  can  be
menta l l y  j a r r ing .
Taking  an  HCC PERT
practice  test  in  a
realist ic,  adaptive
environment helps you
get  comfortable  with
the  pacing  and  the
fee l i ng  o f  see ing
quest ions  become
more challenging. This
reduces anxiety on test
day and allows you to
focus on content rather
than format.

Diagnosti

c
Feedback
A quality practice test
does not just give you
a  score.  It  provides
detailed breakdowns of
w h i c h  t o p i c s  y o u
handled well and which
ones  still  need  work.
Fo r  example ,  you
might  discover  that
you  excel  at  solving
linear  equations  but
s t r u g g l e  w i t h
interpreting  graphs.
With  that  knowledge,
you  can  allocate  your
s t u d y  h o u r s  t o
graphing  problems
instead  of  spending
time reviewing algebra
you already know.

Building
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Test
Enduranc

e
Even though the PERT
is untimed, it  can still
b e  m e n t a l l y
exhausting.  A  ful l -
length practice session
mimics  the  mental
stamina  required.  By
taking  a  complete
practice  test  at  least
once  before  the  real
exam,  you  condition
yourself  to  maintain
focus  and  accuracy
o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e
duration,  reducing  the
r i s k  o f  c a r e l e s s
mistakes  toward  the
end.

COMPONENTS OF
THE HCC PERT
PRACTICE TEST:
WHAT TO EXPECT

When  select ing  or

creating  a  practice
test, it is important to
ensure  it  aligns  with
the  cu r ren t  PERT
blueprint.  Below  is  a
closer  look  at  each
section and what your
practice  test  should
cover.

Mathema
tics
Section
The  math  portion  of
the  PERT  covers  four
main  competency
areas:

Linear equations,
inequalities, and
systems
Quadratic and
polynomial
expressions
Geometry and
measurement
(area, volume,
angles)
Data
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interpretation,
statistics, and
probability

Your  pract ice  test
should include all these
topics,  with  questions
that  range  from basic
to  advanced .  Pay
special  attention  to
word problems, as they
often  tr ip  up  test-
t a k e r s .  U s e  t h e
practice test to review
not  just  the  correct
answer  but  also  the
reasoning behind it.  If
you  find  yourself
guessing  frequently,
that is a clear sign you
n e e d  t o  r e v i s i t
foundational concepts.

Reading
Section
T h e  r e a d i n g  t e s t
evaluates  your  ability
to  understand  and
a n a l y z e  w r i t t e n
material.  Passages

come  from  fiction,
nonfiction,  and
informational  texts.
K e y  s k i l l s  t e s t e d
include:

Identifying main
ideas and
supporting
details
Making
inferences and
drawing
conclusions
Understanding
vocabulary in
context
Recognizing
author’s purpose
and tone

When  practicing,  read
the  passage  carefully
before  looking  at  the
q u e s t i o n s .  M a n y
students  rush  and  try
t o  a n s w e r  f r o m
memory—this leads to
errors. A good practice
test will help you slow
down  and  develop  a
methodical  approach
t o  r e a d i n g
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comprehension.

Writing
Section
The  writing  segment
focuses on revising and
editing  sentences  and
paragraphs. You will be
asked to:

Correct
grammatical
errors (subject-
verb agreement,
pronoun usage)
Improve
sentence clarity
and structure
Organize ideas
logically in a
paragraph
Choose the most
appropriate
transition words

A  typica l  pract ice
question might show a
sen tence  w i th  an
underlined  part  and
ask  you  to  select  the

best revision. To excel,
y o u  n e e d  a  s o l i d
unders tand ing  o f
s tanda rd  wr i t t en
English.  Use  practice
t e s t s  t o  i d e n t i f y
patterns in the types of
errors you make, such
as  comma  splices  or
run-on sentences.

HOW TO USE AN
HCC PERT
PRACTICE TEST
EFFECTIVELY

S i m p l y  t a k i n g  a
practice  test  once  is
n o t  e n o u g h .  T o
maximize  your  score
improvement,  follow
t h i s  s y s t e m a t i c
approach.

Step 1:
Take a
Diagnosti
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c Test
B e f o r e  y o u  s t a r t
studying,  take  a  full-
l ength  HCC  PERT
practice  test  under
realistic conditions. Do
not pause, do not look
up answers,  and treat
it  like  the  real  exam.
This  will  give  you  a
baseline  score  and  a
clear  picture  of  which
areas  demand  the
most  attention.

Step 2:
Analyze
Your
Results
Go  through  every
incorrect  answer.  For
each  mistake,  ask
yourself: Did I misread
the question? Did I lack
t h e  n e c e s s a r y

knowledge?  Was  it  a
careless error? Keep a
l o g  o f  y o u r  w e a k
topics.  For instance, if
you  missed  several
questions  about  linear
inequalities, make that
a priority study topic.

Step 3:
Targeted
Study
Spend the next several
days or weeks focused
on  your  weak  areas.
Use  textbooks,  online
tutorials, or HCC’s own
preparatory  materials.
Relearn  the  concepts,
then  practice  a  small
set of questions on just
that  topic  to  cement
your understanding.

Step 4:
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Take
Another
Full
Practice

Test
A f t e r  y o u  h a v e
addressed  your  weak
spots,  take  a  second
practice test. Compare
your  scores  and  note
any improvement. This
second test also helps
you check if new weak
areas  have  emerged.
Continue  this  cycle  of
test -analyze-study-
r e t e s t  u n t i l  y o u
consistently score at or
above  the  cutoff  for
college-level  courses.

FREE VS. PAID
PRACTICE
RESOURCES

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y

resources  available  to
help  you  prepare,
ranging  f rom  f ree
on l ine  qu i zzes  to
comprehensive  paid
s t u d y  p a c k a g e s .
Understanding the pros
and cons  of  each  will
h e l p  y o u  c h o o s e
wisely.

Free
Practice
Tests
Several  websites  offer
free  sample  questions
and  even  full-length
HCC  PERT  practice
tests.  The  official
Florida  State  College
s y s t e m  p r o v i d e s
sample  i tems,  and
community  college
websites  sometimes
host  their  own.  Free
resources are excellent
for  initial  familiarity
and  low-cost  practice.
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However,  they  often
lack detailed feedback
and  are  not  always
adaptive. Use them for
extra practice but rely
o n  t h e m  l e s s  f o r
diagnostic purposes.

Paid
Practice
Test
Programs
C o m p a n i e s  l i k e
Mometrix,  Study.com,
and  other  test-prep
providers  offer
comprehensive  PERT
study  gu ides  that
include  multiple  full-
length  practice  tests,
d e t a i l e d  a n s w e r
explanat ions,  and
adaptive  tools.  For  a
modest  investment,
you  gain  access  to
much better  analytics,
targeted  study  plans,

a n d  o f t e n  v i d e o
lessons.  I f  you  are
serious about skipping
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
c o u r s e s ,  a  p a i d
resource is often worth
the  cost  because  it
saves  you  time  and
tuition later.

TOP TIPS FOR
PERT SUCCESS ON
TEST DAY

Beyond practice  tests,
keep  these  strategies
in mind when you walk
into  the  HCC  testing
center:

Get a good1.
night’s sleep.
The PERT is
untimed, but
fatigue can still
hurt your
accuracy.
Read each2.
question
carefully. The
test uses
complex wording
at times. Do not
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skim.
Use the3.
process of
elimination.
Even if you are
unsure, remove
obviously wrong
choices first.
Do not spend4.
too long on one
question. If you
are stuck, make
your best guess
and move on.
The adaptive
nature means
the next question
will adjust.
Bring basic5.
materials. You
will be allowed
scratch paper
and a pencil for
math. Use them.
Stay calm.6.
Remember that
you can retake
the PERT if
needed, but with
proper practice,
you should be
ready.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even  with  practice,
many students fall into
traps.  Be  aware  of
these  pitfal ls:

Cramming the
night before.
The PERT tests
foundational
knowledge. Last-
minute
memorization is
ineffective.
Ignoring the
writing section.
Many students
focus solely on
math, but
reading and
writing are
equally
important for
placement.
Using only one
practice test. A
single test gives
limited insight.
Multiple practice
sessions are
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necessary for
reliable
improvement.
Skipping the
analysis phase.
Taking a practice
test without
reviewing wrong
answers is a
wasted
opportunity.

CONCLUSION

Your  performance  on
the HCC PERT test can
significantly  shape
y o u r  c o l l e g e
experience,  for  better
or worse.  With careful
preparation  using  a
reliable  HCC  PERT

practice test, you can
identify  your  weak
spots, build confidence,
and  improve  your
s c o r e  e n o u g h  t o
bypass costly remedial
courses.  Remember
that practice is not just
about  repetition—it  is
about  understanding,
adapting, and growing.
Start  early,  use  high-
quality  resources,  and
approach each practice
session with a focused
mindset.  By  doing  so,
you will set yourself up
for  academic  success
f r o m  d a y  o n e  a t
Houston  Community
College.


