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UNDERSTANDING THE NYC SANITATION EXAM 2021:
YOUR COMPLETE GUIDE TO A REWARDING CAREER

For countless New Yorkers, the dream of stable, well-paying
public sector work often begins with a single test. Among the
most sought-after civil service exams in the city, the NYC
Sanitation Exam 2021 stands out as a golden ticket to a career
that offers job security, excellent benefits, and the chance to
serve the city that never sleeps. Whether you are a recent
graduate, a career changer, or someone looking for long-term
stability, understanding the nuances of this exam is your first
step toward wearing the iconic white uniform.

This article provides a deep dive into everything you need to
know about the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021. We will explore
the application process, the structure of the test, what the job
entails, and how you can prepare effectively. Let's break down
why this exam remains one of the most competitive and
rewarding opportunities in New York City's municipal workforce.

WHAT IS THE NYC SANITATION EXAM?

The Department of Sanitation (DSNY) is one of the largest

sanitation departments in the world, responsible for keeping New
York City clean, collecting waste, and managing recycling efforts.
The NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 is a civil service examination
used to create a list of eligible candidates for the position of
Sanitation Worker. Because the job is physically demanding and
requires a high level of dependability, the exam is designed to
assess not only basic academic skills but also the physical
capability and sound judgment required for the role.

Being placed on the eligible list from the 2021 exam opens the
door to a career that typically spans decades. Sanitation Workers
are among the highest-paid municipal employees in their entry-
level tier, and the job offers a clear path for advancement. The
2021 exam cycle was particularly significant, as it came after a
period of high turnover and increased focus on recruitment.

Why the 2021 Exam Was
So Important

The NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 was a landmark event for
several reasons. First, the city was actively looking to replenish
its workforce following retirements and the operational demands
of the pandemic era. Second, the exam introduced updated
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testing methods, including a greater emphasis on situational
judgment and reading comprehension. Many applicants viewed
this as a more accessible opportunity compared to previous
cycles, which had often been delayed or oversubscribed.

For anyone who missed previous cycles or who had been waiting
years for the application window to reopen, the 2021 exam
represented a fresh start. The eligible list generated from this
exam is expected to supply candidates for several years to come,
making it a critical window for employment.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR THE 2021 EXAM

Before you can even think about scoring well on the NYC
Sanitation Exam 2021, you need to meet the baseline
qualifications. The city sets strict criteria to ensure that
candidates are prepared for the demands of the job. Here are the
standard requirements that applied to the 2021 cycle:

e Age Requirement: Applicants must be at least 17 years
and six months old at the time of application. They must be
21 years old by the time of appointment. This is a firm
requirement.

* Residency: Candidates must be residents of New York City
or one of the surrounding counties (Nassau, Westchester,
Suffolk, Orange, Rockland, or Putnam) at the time of
application. You must also become a New York City resident
within 90 days of appointment.

* Driver’s License: A valid New York State driver's license is
required at the time of appointment. A good driving record
is highly preferred, as the job involves operating heavy

vehicles.

e Education: A high school diploma or a recognized
equivalency (such as a GED) is typically required. Some
specific roles within DSNY may have additional educational
requirements.

¢ Physical Fitness: Candidates must pass a physical fitness
test that simulates the strenuous activities of the job,
including lifting heavy bags and shoveling.

Meeting these requirements is the first hurdle. If you did not
meet them during the 2021 cycle, it is worth noting that similar
criteria apply to virtually all future DSNY exams.

HOW TO APPLY FOR THE NYC SANITATION EXAM 2021

The application process for the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 was
conducted entirely online through the Department of Citywide
Administrative Services (DCAS) website. While the 2021
application window is now closed, understanding the process
helps you prepare for future cycles. For this specific exam, the
steps were as follows:

1. Create a DCAS Account: Every candidate needed to
create an account on the Online Application System
(OASys). This account is used to track your application
status and exam score.

2. Submit the Application: During the filing period,
candidates completed the application form, providing
personal details, education history, and proof of residency.

3. Pay the Fee: A non-refundable application fee is required,
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typically between $40 and $50. Fee waivers were available
for candidates meeting specific economic hardship criteria.

4. Choose a Test Date: After the filing period closed,
candidates were assigned a test date and location based on
availability.

5. Review the Notice of Examination: This document is
crucial. It outlines the specific topics covered on the test,
the scoring method, and your rights as a candidate.

The 2021 exam saw a record number of applicants, which is a
testament to the attractiveness of the position. If you applied,
you would have been one of tens of thousands vying for a spot on
the list.

WHAT IS ON THE NYC SANITATION EXAM 20217

The content of the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 is designed to
assess your ability to perform the job, not just your book smarts.
The test is typically divided into several sections. Understanding
these sections is key to preparing effectively.

Reading Comprehension

Sanitation workers must read and understand rules, safety
regulations, and route maps. The reading comprehension portion
tests your ability to extract key information from written
materials. You might be asked to read a passage about safety
procedures and then answer questions about it. This section
penalizes candidates who rush or fail to pay attention to detail.

Memory and Recall

A unique aspect of the DSNY exam is the memory section. You
are shown a picture or a map for a limited time (often 10 to 15
minutes). After the time expires, you must answer questions
about what you saw. This tests your ability to remember street
layouts, hazards, and specific details—a skill that is vital when
navigating the complex streets of New York City.

Mathematical Reasoning

Basic math is part of the job. You will need to calculate volumes,
measure distances, and work with time schedules. The math on
the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 is not advanced—it is practical.
Expect questions about the weight of trash, the number of bags
that fit in a truck, or the time it takes to complete a route.

Situational Judgment

This is one of the most critical parts of the exam. You are
presented with real-world scenarios that a sanitation worker
might face. For example, "A resident complains that you missed
their pickup. What do you do?" You must choose the best course
of action from a list of options. This section evaluates your
professionalism, ethics, and common sense.

SCORING AND THE ELIGIBLE LIST

Once you have taken the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021, you



receive a score. The scoring system is as follows:

e Raw Score: Your raw score is the number of questions you
answered correctly.

* Weighted Score: Some sections may be weighted more
heavily than others. The Situational Judgment section, for
example, often carries significant weight.

e Seniority Points: New York City residents and veterans
receive additional points added to their score. For the 2021
exam, residents typically received 5 extra points, and
veterans received up to 10 extra points.

e Final Score: This is the number used to rank you on the
eligible list.

Candidates who score 70 or higher are placed on the eligible list.
The list is ranked from highest to lowest score. Candidates are
called for interviews and processing in order of their rank. A high
score on the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 is therefore essential.
A difference of just one point can mean waiting years for an
appointment versus being hired within months.

THE PHYSICAL FITNESS TEST: THE SECOND HURDLE

Passing the written test is only half the battle. The NYC
Sanitation Exam 2021 also requires you to pass a rigorous
Physical Fitness Test (PFT). This test is not graded on a curve. You
either pass or fail. The components of the PFT typically include:

into a container, simulating winter salt or snow removal.

¢ Arm Endurance: Using a simulated hoist or broom, you
must demonstrate sustained upper body strength.

¢ Leg Strength: Climbing stairs or stepping onto a platform
repeatedly while carrying weight.

It is impossible to overstate the importance of physical
preparation. Candidates who pass the written exam but fail the
PFT are removed from the hiring process. Many aspiring
sanitation workers begin training months in advance to ensure
they meet the physical standards.

SALARY, BENEFITS, AND CAREER GROWTH

One of the primary reasons the NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 is
so competitive is the compensation package. Sanitation Workers
in New York City are among the highest-paid entry-level
municipal employees in the country.

Starting Salary and Raises

During the 2021 cycle, the starting salary for a Sanitation Worker
was approximately $39,000 per year. However, the salary
increases rapidly. After 18 months, workers typically see a
significant raise. After five years, the base salary can reach over
$85,000, and with overtime, many workers earn well into six

figures. The union contract provides regular cost-of-living
o Lifting and Carrying: You must lift a heavy bag (often 50 ~ adjustments and step increases.
to 60 pounds) and carry it a set distance.
* Shoveling: You will be asked to shovel a pile of material
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Benefits

The benefits are a major draw. Sanitation Workers receive
comprehensive health insurance, dental coverage, and a pension
plan. They are also entitled to generous vacation time, sick leave,
and holidays. The job security is unparalleled—once you pass the
probationary period, you have a career for life.

Career Advancement

The NYC Sanitation Exam 2021 is just the beginning. Within
DSNY, there are opportunities for promotion to Supervisor,
Superintendent, and even higher administrative roles. Many
workers also move into specialized units, such as the Bureau of
Cleaning and Collection or the Bureau of Waste Prevention,
Reuse, and Recycling. Advancement is based on seniority and
performance on promotional exams.

PREPARATION TIPS FOR THE NYC SANITATION EXAM

2021

If you are aiming for a top score on the NYC Sanitation Exam
2021—or if you are preparing for a future exam—strategic
preparation is essential. Here are actionable tips that work:

Start Early

The exam covers a lot of material. Do not wait until the week
before the test to begin studying. Give yourself at least two to
three months of dedicated preparation time.

Use Official Study Materials

The Department of Citywide Administrative Services provides a
Notice of Examination and often a Candidate Preparation
Guide. These documents outline exactly what will be tested. Use
them as your primary study resource. For the NYC Sanitation
Exam 2021, many candidates found that the official materials
closely mirrored



