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THE LEGACY OF KNEPPS BLOODHOUNDS: A
COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO AMERICA’S FINEST
TRACKING COMPANIONS

Few dog breeds command the same level of respect and
admiration as the Bloodhound. Known for their extraordinary
scenting ability, gentle temperament, and unmistakable wrinkled
face, Bloodhounds have served humans for centuries as trackers,
search-and-rescue heroes, and loyal family pets. Among the
many breeders dedicated to preserving and improving this noble
breed, Knepps Bloodhounds has earned a reputation that
stands out—not just for producing exceptional dogs, but for
advancing the breed’s health, conformation, and working ability.
This article explores the world of Knepps Bloodhounds, from their
breeding philosophy to the practicalities of owning one of these
remarkable animals.

Who Are Knepps

Bloodhounds?

Knepps Bloodhounds is a name synonymous with quality
breeding and deep expertise in the Bloodhound world. Based in
the United States, this kennel has been refining its lines for
decades, focusing on dogs that excel both in the show ring and in
the field. The breeders at Knepps Bloodhounds understand that a
Bloodhound is not just a pet—it is a living piece of history, a
working dog with instincts honed over generations. Their
commitment to health testing, temperament evaluation, and
performance ensures that each puppy represents the best of the
breed. The kennel’s reputation is built on producing dogs with
strong pedigrees, excellent noses, and the classic Bloodhound
temperament: affectionate, dignified, and determined.

A Brief History of the
Bloodhound

To truly appreciate what Knepps Bloodhounds offers, it helps to
understand the breed’s storied past. Bloodhounds originated in
medieval Europe, with roots tracing back to monasteries in
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Belgium and France. These dogs were bred by monks for
hunting—not for sport, but for the practical purpose of tracking
wounded game. Their incredible olfactory abilities made them
indispensable. The name “Bloodhound” does not refer to
bloodthirstiness, but rather to “blooded” hounds, meaning of
pure or noble lineage. By the 19th century, Bloodhounds were
imported to America, where they became legendary for tracking
escaped prisoners and lost children. Today, they are the only
dogs whose evidence is admissible in some court systems—a
testament to their reliability.

Modern Bloodhounds are larger than their ancestors, with males
often weighing 90 to 110 pounds or more. They have loose,
wrinkled skin, long droopy ears, and a deep, resonant bay that
can be heard over great distances. Their sense of smell is so
advanced that they can follow a scent trail that is days old. This
combination of physical and mental traits makes them both
challenging and rewarding to own.

WHAT MAKES KNEPPS BLOODHOUNDS UNIQUE?

Dedication to Health and
Genetic Diversity

One of the most important aspects of any responsible breeding
program is health. Bloodhounds are unfortunately prone to
several genetic conditions, including hip and elbow dysplasia,
bloat (gastric torsion), entropion (eyelid disorders), and certain

heart issues. Knepps Bloodhounds takes these risks seriously.
The kennel screens all breeding stock for common inherited
diseases using OFA (Orthopedic Foundation for Animals)
evaluations, cardiac exams, and eye testing. By carefully
selecting breeding pairs based on health clearances and genetic
diversity, they reduce the likelihood of passing on harmful traits.
This approach not only benefits individual puppies but also
strengthens the breed as a whole.

Moreover, Knepps Bloodhounds maintains a network of
relationships with veterinarians who specialize in giant and scent
hound breeds. This ensures that their dogs receive the best
possible care from birth onward. The kennel also provides
detailed health records to new owners, along with guidance on
nutrition, exercise, and preventive care.

Temperament and
Socialization

Bloodhounds are famously gentle and patient, especially with
children. However, they can also be stubborn, independent, and
easily distracted by an interesting scent. Knepps Bloodhounds
addresses these traits from the very first weeks of a puppy’s life.
Pups are raised indoors, exposed to household noises, other
dogs, and a variety of human interactions. This early socialization
lays the foundation for a well-adjusted adult dog—one that is
confident, calm, and less prone to anxiety.

The breeders also evaluate each puppy for drive and
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temperament. Some dogs are more suited to competitive
tracking or search work, while others make perfect couch
companions. Knepps Bloodhounds matches puppies to homes
based on the owner’s lifestyle and experience level. This
personalized approach drastically reduces the chances of a dog
being returned to a shelter or rehomed.

Working Ability and
Training

While many breeders focus solely on conformation show rings,
Knepps Bloodhounds places a high value on function. A
Bloodhound that looks beautiful but cannot track is, in many
ways, incomplete. The kennel participates in AKC tracking tests,
American Bloodhound Club field trials, and sometimes even real-
world search-and-rescue scenarios. This hands-on experience
informs their breeding decisions. Dogs that demonstrate
outstanding scenting ability, perseverance, and trainability are
prioritized. As a result, Knepps Bloodhounds puppies often inherit
a strong work ethic that makes them a joy to train for motivated
owners.

That said, training a Bloodhound is not for the faint of heart. They
respond best to positive reinforcement techniques—harsh
corrections will only make them shut down or become stubborn.
Knepps Bloodhounds encourages owners to start training early,
focusing on recall and leash manners before anything else. A
Bloodhound that catches an interesting scent will follow it

anywhere, so a solid “come” command is non-negotiable.

CARING FOR A BLOODHOUND FROM KNEPPS
BLOODHOUNDS

Nutrition and Feeding

Bloodhounds have a slower metabolism than many other breeds
of their size, and they are prone to obesity if overfed. A high-
quality, large-breed formula with moderate protein and fat levels
is ideal. Knepps Bloodhounds recommends feeding two measured
meals per day rather than free-feeding, as this reduces the risk of
bloat—a life-threatening condition where the stomach twists on
itself. Avoiding exercise immediately after meals is also crucial.
Owners should consult with their veterinarian to determine the
right portion size based on the dog’s age, weight, and activity
level.

Exercise Requirements

Despite their laid-back appearance, Bloodhounds need regular
exercise. A mature dog will be content with a long daily walk or a
moderate run in a secure area. However, because of their
powerful tracking drive, they should never be allowed off-leash in
an unenclosed space unless they are actively working on a scent
trail. Knepps Bloodhounds owners often invest in fenced yards
and use long lines for tracking practice. Mental stimulation is just
as important as physical exercise. Scent games, hide-and-seek,
and puzzle toys can tire a Bloodhound out faster than a mile-long




jog.

Grooming and Maintenance

The Bloodhound’s droopy ears and wrinkled skin require regular
attention. Ears should be checked weekly for signs of infection, as
the floppy ear flaps trap moisture and debris. Gentle cleaning
with a veterinarian-approved solution can prevent problems. The
facial wrinkles also need to be kept dry and clean. Some owners
use a soft cloth to wipe between the folds daily. Beyond that,
Bloodhounds have a short, dense coat that sheds moderately.
Weekly brushing with a rubber curry mitt or a bristle brush will
keep loose hair under control. Their nails grow quickly and should
be trimmed every two to three weeks to prevent discomfort and
splayed feet.

Common Health
Considerations

Even with careful breeding, Bloodhounds can develop health
issues. Responsible owners should be proactive about hip and
elbow health, provide joint supplements if recommended, and
keep the dog at a healthy weight to reduce stress on bones and
joints. Bloat is a constant risk, so learning to recognize its
symptoms—restlessness, unproductive retching, a distended
abdomen—is vital. Knepps Bloodhounds provides new owners
with a comprehensive health guide and encourages regular

veterinary check-ups. The kennel also offers a health guarantee
and remains available for consultation throughout the dog’s life.

IS A BLOODHOUND FROM KNEPPS RIGHT FOR YOU?

Owning a Bloodhound is a significant commitment. These dogs
can live 10 to 12 years, but they require substantial space, time,
and financial resources. They drool, they shed, they bay loudly,
and they are not the easiest dogs to train. However, for the right
owner, a Bloodhound from Knepps Bloodhounds can be an
incredibly rewarding companion. They are affectionate, loyal, and
have a gentle sense of humor. They form deep bonds with their
families and are famously good with children.

Potential owners should evaluate their lifestyle honestly. Do you
have a securely fenced yard? Are you home often enough to
provide companionship and structure? Are you prepared for the
drool and the occasional stubborn streak? If you answer yes, then
a Bloodhound from Knepps might be your perfect match. The
breeders at Knepps Bloodhounds are available to answer
questions, discuss pedigrees, and help you decide if a puppy from
their current or upcoming litters is right for you.

Finding a Reputable
Breeder

Not all breeders are created equal. Knepps Bloodhounds
exemplifies what it means to be a responsible breeder: they
screen for health, socialize puppies, provide lifetime support, and
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have a return policy in case an owner can no longer keep a dog.
They also belong to national breed clubs and adhere to a code of
ethics. When looking for a Bloodhound, always ask to see health
certifications, meet the parents if possible, and visit the facility. A
reputable breeder will have nothing to hide and will ask you as
many questions as you ask them. Knepps Bloodhounds meets
these standards and more.

CONCLUSION

Knepps Bloodhounds represents the pinnacle of dedicated

Bloodhound breeding. By focusing on health, temperament, and
working ability, they produce dogs that excel in multiple
arenas—from the show ring to the forest trail. Whether you are a
seasoned hunter, a search-and-rescue volunteer, or simply a
lover of this majestic breed, a Bloodhound from Knepps offers the
best chance at a healthy, happy, and talented companion. The
decision to welcome a Bloodhound into your life should not be
taken lightly, but with the right preparation and a breeder like
Knepps Bloodhounds, the journey is as rewarding as the
destination.



