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THE ENDURING APPEAL OF "LET
IT GO" ON UKULELE

When Idina Menzel first belted out "Let It
Go"  for  Disney's  Frozen  in  2013,  the
world instantly fell in love. The anthem
of self-acceptance and liberation became
a  cultural  phenomenon,  covered  by
countless artists and played on millions
of instruments. Among the many ways to

interpret  this  powerful  song,  playing it
on  the  ukulele  has  become  especially
popular. The warm, cheerful tone of the
ukulele  adds  a  layer  of  intimacy  and
charm to the soaring melody, making it
a  favorite  for  beginners  and seasoned
players  alike.  In  this  article,  we  will
explore  everything  you  need  to  know
about  Let  It  Go  Ukulele  Chords
Frozen Idina Menzel,  from the basic
chord shapes to performance tips that
wil l  help  you  capture  the  song’s
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emotional  depth.  Whether  you  are
strumming  around  a  campfire  or
reco rd ing  a  cover  fo r  f r i ends ,
understanding  the  chord  structure  is
your  first  step  toward  mastering  this
beloved  piece.

THE MAGIC OF "LET IT GO" ON
UKULELE

What makes "Let It Go" such a perfect fit
for the ukulele? The song is built on a
relatively simple chord progression that
translates beautifully to the instrument’s
standard  G-C-E-A  tuning.  The  original
key of E-flat major can be challenging for
beginners,  but  ukulele  players  often
transpose  the  song  into  a  more
accessible  key,  such  as  C  major  or  G
major.  This  transposition  keeps  the
melody  recognizable  while  making  the

fingerings much easier. Furthermore, the
ukulele’s bright sound gives the song a
hopeful,  almost  whimsical  quality  that
contrasts  nicely  with  the  dramatic
orchestral  arrangement of  the original.
Many players find that performing "Let It
Go" on ukulele allows them to connect
with the lyrics on a more personal level,
as  the  instrument’s  gentle  voice
encourages  a  softer,  more  reflective
rendition.

Why Ukulele is
Perfect for This



Let It Go Ukulele Chords Frozen Idina Menzel 3

3

Song
There are several  reasons why ukulele
players  gravitate  toward  "Let  It  Go".
First,  the  chord  shapes  are  repetitive
and  easy  to  memorize.  The  primary
c h o r d s  u s e d  i n  m a n y  c o m m o n
arrangements include C, G, Am, F, and
Dm.  These  are  some  of  the  first  chords
any ukulele student learns. Second, the
song’s structure—verse, chorus, bridge,
and a powerful key change—lends itself
well  to  strumming  patterns.  You  can
start  with  a  gentle  down-up-down-up
pattern during the verse and gradually
increase intensity for the chorus. Lastly,
the  ukulele’s  compact  size  makes  it
portable,  so  you  can  practice  your
version of "Let It Go" anywhere. It’s no

surprise  that  this  song  is  a  staple  in
ukulele  tutorial  channels  and  beginner
songbooks.

BASIC UKULELE CHORDS FOR
"LET IT GO"

To  play  Let  It  Go  Ukulele  Chords
Frozen Idina Menzel  in the key of C
major (a popular beginner-friendly key),
you will  need just a handful of chords.
Below is  a  list  of  the  most  commonly
used  chords  along  with  their  fingering
positions  on  the  ukulele  fretboard.
Remember to use the standard G-C-E-A
tuning.



4

4 Let It Go Ukulele Chords Frozen Idina Menzel 2023-09-06

Chord Diagrams
and Progressions

C Major: Place your ring finger on
the third fret of the A string (first
string). Let the other strings ring
open. This chord is your home
base.
G Major: Press your index finger
on the second fret of the C string
(third string), your middle finger
on the second fret of the E string
(second string), and your ring
finger on the third fret of the A
string. Alternatively, the simpler G
chord (often called G6) uses only
the index finger on the second fret
of the E string and middle on the

second fret of the C string—this
works well for the song too.
Am (A minor): Place your middle
finger on the second fret of the G
string (fourth string). Let the
others ring open.
F Major: Bar the first fret of the E
and A strings with your index
finger, and press your middle
finger on the second fret of the G
string. For a simpler version, use
the F chord shape that omits the
barre: index on second fret of G
string, middle on second fret of A
string? Actually, the standard F is
barre on first fret of E and A.
Beginners can use Fmaj7 (index on
first fret of E string, middle on
second fret of G string, ring on
third fret of C string) as a
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substitute.
Dm (D minor): Place your index
finger on the first fret of the A
string, middle finger on the second
fret of the G string, and ring finger
on the second fret of the C string.

The typical verse and chorus progression
in C major goes like this: C – G – Am – F,
repeated. With an occasional Dm for the
bridge  and  the  key  change  section
(which  modulates  to  D  or  Dm).  Many
online resources provide the exact chord
sequence for the entire song. Search for
"Let It Go ukulele chords" and you will
find several accurate charts.

Strumming
Patterns for "Let
It Go"
The rhythm of the song varies between
verses and choruses. For the verses, use
a  gentle  down,  down-up,  up-down
pattern (also written as D-DU-UD). This
creates a swaying feel that matches the
softer parts. For the chorus, switch to a
more  energetic  down,  down,  down-
up, down-up pattern. Experiment with
palm muting to add dynamic contrast.
You  can  also  try  fingerpicking  the
arpeggios,  plucking  each  str ing
individually—this  works  wonderfully  for
the bridge section ("It's funny how some
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distance  makes  everything  seem
small").

STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO PLAYING
"LET IT GO" ON UKULELE

Now that you know the chords, let’s walk
through the song section by section. The
lyrics are widely available,  but we will
focus on the musical structure. For the
Let  It  Go  Ukulele  Chords  Frozen
Idina Menzel arrangement in C major,
the intro is often a simple strum of the C
chord, then moving to G and Am.

Verse 1
The snow glows white on the mountain
tonight – not a footprint to be seen. Use
chords C, G, Am, F. Strum each chord
once per line, then switch. For example:

"The snow glows white"  (C)  –  "on the
mountain tonight" (G) – "not a footprint"
(Am)  –  "to  be  seen"  (F).  Repeat  this
pattern.

Chorus
"Let it  go, let it  go, can't hold it  back
anymore."  Here  the  energy  rises.  Use
the  same  chord  sequence  (C-G-Am-F)
but  with  a  faster  strumming  pattern.
Emphasize the downbeat. Many players
also add a Dm chord at "Let the storm
rage on" for extra tension.

Bridge
"It's  funny  how  some  distance  makes
everything  seem  small."  This  section
often uses Dm, Am, G, C. Strum slowly
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and let the chords ring. If playing in the
original key, the bridge modulates to a
higher pitch, but in the simplified C key,
it remains straightforward.

Key Change
Section
For the final chorus, many arrangements
transpose up to D major. You can either
play it in D (using D, A, Bm, G chords) or
simply  stay  in  C  and  sing  higher.  For
ukule le ,  the  D  key  is  a  b i t  more
challenging but rewarding. Alternatively,
capo on the second fret  and play the
same C shapes—the capo will raise the
pitch to D.

TIPS FOR BEGINNERS

If you are new to the ukulele, here are
some pointers for mastering Let It Go
Ukulele Chords Frozen Idina Menzel:

Practice chord transitions: The
hardest part is switching smoothly
between F and C, or C and G.
Practice these changes slowly,
then speed up.
Use a capo: If the chords feel too
stretchy, place a capo on the first
or second fret and play shapes in a
higher register.
Listen to the original: Listen to
Idina Menzel’s version to get the
phrasing and timing right. You can
also watch ukulele covers on
YouTube for inspiration.
Sing along: Playing and singing
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simultaneously is tricky. Start by
just humming the melody while
strumming, then add words
gradually.
Record yourself: Hearing your
playback helps identify areas
where you need to clean up
strumming or chord changes.

ADDING EMOTION AND
DYNAMICS

Playing the notes correctly is one thing,
but capturing the emotional arc of the
song is what transforms a simple cover
into a moving performance. Let It Go
Ukulele Chords Frozen Idina Menzel
can be interpreted in many ways. For the
intro, use a soft fingerpicking pattern. As
the  song  builds,  gradually  increase
strumming  intensity.  On  the  line  "The

cold  never  bothered me anyway,"  you
can  pause  briefly  before  the  final  chord
to  create  dramatic  effect.  Experiment
with dynamics:  play the verses quietly
and the choruses with full force. Ukuleles
have a surprisingly wide dynamic range
if  you  vary  your  strumming  hand.
Additionally,  consider  adding  a  simple
solo  or  picking  the  melody  on  the  A
string during the instrumental breaks.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Even experienced players  can fall  into
traps when learning this song. Here are
common issues and solutions:

Strumming too fast: The song
has a moderate tempo (around
108 BPM). Use a metronome to
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keep steady.
Not muting strings: Open strings
ringing when they shouldn’t can
muddy the chord. Use the side of
your strumming hand to lightly
mute the lower strings.
Ignoring the key change: If you
want to stay in C, that’s fine, but if
you want the powerful lift of the
original, learn the D major chords
or use a capo.
Wrong chord voicings: Some
online tabs use barre chords that
are difficult for beginners. Stick
with open chord shapes that fit
your skill level.

OTHER RESOURCES AND SONGS

Once you have mastered "Let It Go" on
ukulele, you might want to explore other

songs from Frozen such as "Do You Want
to  Build  a  Snowman?"  or  "Into  the
Unknown." The ukulele community loves
pop ballads, so you can also try songs
l i ke  "R ip t i de "  by  Vance  J oy  o r
"Somewhere Over the Rainbow" by Israel
Kamakawiwoʻole.  Many  websites  and
apps  provide  interactive  chord  charts
and backing tracks. A simple search for
"Let  It  Go  ukulele  chords"  will  yield
hundreds  of  results;  choose  ones  that
match your tuning and key preference.

CONCLUSION

Learning  Let  It  Go  Ukulele  Chords
Frozen  Idina  Menzel  is  a  rewarding
journey  that  combines  technical  skill
with emotional expression. The ukulele’s
bright,  gentle timbre breathes new life
into  this  iconic  anthem,  making  it
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accessible  to  players  of  all  levels.
Whether you are a complete beginner or
an  experienced  strummer,  the  simple
chord changes and memorable melody
offer  endless  opportunities  for  personal
interpretation.  As  you  practice,
remember  to  f ocus  on  smooth

transitions, dynamic control, and above
all, having fun. So pick up your ukulele,
find  your  favorite  chord  chart,  and  let
the music carry you away. After all, the
c o l d  n e v e r  b o t h e r e d  y o u
anyway—especially when you’re playing
a warm, happy ukulele.


