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MASTERING THE MEAN STREETS:
THE ULTIMATE L.A. NOIRE
WALKTHROUGH

Step into the polished shoes of Detective
Cole  Phelps,  a  war  hero  turned  LAPD
officer  navigating a  city  of  sin,  glamour,
and  corruption.  Rockstar  Games  and
Team Bondi delivered a groundbreaking
experience with L.A. Noire, a title that
blends  open-world  exploration  with
painstakingly  detailed  detective  work.
Unlike traditional action games, success
here hinges on observation, deduction,
and the art of reading a suspect’s soul
through  their  facial  expressions.  For
players looking to solve every case with
a perfect record, a comprehensive L.A.
Noire  Walkthrough  is  more  than  a
map  of  objectives—it  is  a  guide  to
understanding  the  subtle  psychology
woven  into  every  interrogation.
This  guide  is  designed  to  walk  you
through the essential  mechanics, case-
by-case  strategies,  and  hidden
collectibles  that  define  the  L.A.  Noire
experience.  Whether  you  are  a  rookie
detective picking up the badge for the
first  time  or  a  seasoned  veteran  aiming
for  that  elusive  five-star  rating,  these
insights  will  help  you  clean  up  the
streets of Los Angeles in 1947.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE
MECHANICS OF L.A. NOIRE

Before  diving  into  specific  cases,  it  is
vital  to understand the three pillars of

gameplay that form the backbone of any
successful  L.A.  Noire  Walkthrough:
investigation,  interrogation,  and action.
Mastering  these  will  determine  your
trajectory  from the  patrol  desk  to  the
homicide division.

Investigation:
The Art of
Finding Clues
Each  crime  scene  is  a  puzzle  box  of
scattered  evidence.  You  will  spend  a
significant  amount  of  time  walking
through  environments,  pressing  the
action button to inspect objects.  Clues
are  color-coded:  white  for  general
information  and  yellow  for  critical
evidence that  will  directly  impact your
c a s e .  A  t h o r o u g h  L . A .  N o i r e
Walkthrough  emphasizes  that  you
should never leave a location until you
have  turned  over  every  trash  can,
examined every ledger, and read every
note. Missing a single piece of evidence
can  lock  you  out  of  optimal  dialogue
options  later,  making  a  difficult
interrogation  nearly  impossible.

Interrogation:
Reading
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Between the
Lines
This is where L.A. Noire truly shines and
where most players stumble. The game
uses  groundbreaking  facial  animation
technology,  meaning  you  must  watch
the suspect’s eyes, mouth, and brow for
micro-expressions.  You  have  three
choices  during an interrogation:  Truth
(select  this  if  you  have  evidence  and
they are being honest),  Doubt  (select
this if you believe they are lying but lack
proof),  or  Lie  (select  this  if  you  have
specific  evidence  to  refute  their
statement).  A  reliable  L.A.  Noire
Walkthrough  will  tell  you  that  using
“Lie” without  the correct  evidence not
only  angers  the  suspect  but  damages
your reputation and case score.

Action: Chases
and Shootouts
While  the  game  is  cerebral,  it  is  not
without  bursts  of  violence.  You  will
engage in foot chases, car chases, and
occasional  firefights.  The  controls  for
shooting  are  standard,  but  the  key
advice in any L.A. Noire Walkthrough
is to aim for center mass. Unlike Grand
Theft Auto, this game penalizes you for
reckless shooting. Do not fire wildly; take
measured  shots  to  avoid  civi l ian
casualties  or  property  damage,  which
will  directly  impact  your  final  rating  for
the  case.

DESK BY DESK: A CASE
WALKTHROUGH STRATEGY

Your journey through the LAPD is broken
down  into  distinct  desks:  Patrol,  Traffic,

Homicide,  Vice,  and  Arson.  Each  desk
presents  a  unique  tone  and  type  of
crime.  Below is  a  strategic  breakdown
for navigating these sections effectively.

Patrol Desk:
Learning the
Ropes
The  first  few  cases  serve  as  a  tutorial.
You are paired with a seasoned partner
who  offers  advice.  The  most  famous
early case is “The Driver’s Seat,” where
a man is found dead inside a stolen car.
F o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  L . A .  N o i r e
Walkthrough,  pay  close  attention  to
the  evidence  chain  here.  You  must  find
the  vehicle  registration,  inspect  the
wound, and look for the murder weapon.
The  interrogation  of  the  widow  is  a
gentle  introduction  to  the  game’s
mechanics.  She  is  clearly  hiding
something,  but  you  must  use  the
evidence (the croquet ball) to prove she
is lying about her location.

Traffic Desk: The
Golden Butterfly
The  Traffic  desk  introduces  the  dark
underbelly of Hollywood. The case “The
Golden Butterfly” is  a fan-favorite and a
major  difficulty  spike.  A  young  starlet  is
found dead near a fountain. The list of
suspects  is  long,  and  the  clues  are
scattered  across  Los  Angeles.  A
thorough L.A. Noire Walkthrough  for
this case requires you to visit the diner,
the  apartment,  and  the  medical
examiner’s  office  in  the  correct  order.
Pay special attention to the lipstick on
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the  glass  and  the  ticket  stub.  The
interrogation  of  the  jealous  boyfriend,
Tom, is a classic test of your ability to
spot a compulsive liar.

Homicide Desk:
The Heart of the
Game
This is widely considered the peak of L.A.
Noire.  You  investigate  a  series  of
murders  that  are  eerily  similar.  The
Homicide  desk  requires  the  most
patience. Cases like “The Silk Stocking
Murder” and “The White Shoe Slaying”
require  you  to  connect  dots  across
multiple crime scenes. The key advice in
any L.A. Noire Walkthrough  for  this
sect ion  is  to  use  your  notebook
religiously.  The  timeline  of  events  is
critical. When interrogating suspects like
Eli  Rooney  or  the  mysterious  “Black
Dahlia” copycat, remember that Doubt
is often safer than Lie if you are unsure
of your evidence. The tension in these
rooms  is  palpable,  and  a  wrong
a c c u s a t i o n  c a n  s e t  y o u  b a c k
significantly.

Vice Desk: The
Morality Trap
By the time you reach the Vice desk, the
stakes  are  higher,  and  the  corruption
runs  deeper.  You  will  deal  with  drug
rings  and  the  exploitation  of  starlets.
Cases like “The Naked City” and “The
Set  Up”  test  your  moral  compass.  A
high-level  L.A.  Noire  Walkthrough
strategy here  requires  you to  manage
your relationship with your new partner,

Roy  Earle,  who is  clearly  corrupt.  The
game  often  forces  you  into  situations
where  you  must  choose  between  the
letter of the law and the messy reality of
justice. Do not be afraid to use “Doubt”
when you feel a suspect is evading you
but  you  just  don’t  have  the  physical
proof yet. Sometimes, applying pressure
is better than jumping to a conclusion.

Arson Desk: The
Final Reckoning
The  final  chapter  of  the  game  ties  all
previous cases together. The Arson desk
reveals the massive conspiracy that has
been  lurking  in  the  background.  The
case “A Walk  in  Elysian Fields”  is  the
cl imax.  A  successful  L.A.  Noire
Walkthrough  for  the  final  levels
emphas izes  the  impor tance  o f
exploration. The tunnels and abandoned
buildings  are  filled  with  crucial
documents.  The  final  interrogation  is  a
masterpiece of tension. You must listen
carefully  to  the  dialogue  and  watch
every  twitch.  The  fate  of  Cole  Phelps
hinges  on  your  ability  to  connect  the
arson cases to  the wartime secrets  of
your former squad.

ESSENTIAL TIPS FOR A PERFECT
SCORE

Achieving  a  five-star  rating  on  every
case  is  the  ultimate  goal  for  many
players.  This  requires  more  than  just
finishing  the  mission.  Here  is  a  list  of
best  practices  that  every  L.A.  Noire
Walkthrough should include.

Drive with respect: Running red
lights, hitting pedestrians, or
sideswiping cars will deduct points.
Use the siren to speed through
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intersections, but drive
defensively.
Don’t skip dialogue: While it is
tempting to skip ahead,
conversations contain subtle hints
about where the next clue might
be located.
Inspect everything: If you see a
drawer, open it. If you see a book,
examine it. The game rewards
obsessive behavior.
Use the radio: You can call
dispatch to get hints if you are
stuck during an investigation. This
does not hurt your score as much
as guessing randomly.
Replay cases: Do not be afraid to
replay a case once you know the
story. The second time around,
you know exactly which questions
require evidence and which
require a simple truth.

LOCATING EVERY COLLECTIBLE

Beyond the main story, Los Angeles is
littered  with  collectibles  that  offer
background  lore  and  achievements.
There  are  50 film reels,  30  newspapers,
13 landmarks, and 95 vehicles to find. A
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  L . A .  N o i r e
Walkthrough must address these pick-
ups.

Finding Film
Reels
These  are  scattered  across  the  map,
often in alleyways or behind buildings.
They are usually found during free-roam
sections between cases. Using the map
in the pause menu is the only reliable
way to track them. Each reel unlocks a
piece of a film noir movie, adding to the
immersive atmosphere of the 1940s.

Unlocking Cars
The “Find the Vehicles” achievement is
one of the hardest in the game. You do
not  need  to  collect  them  all  in  one
playthrough,  but  you  must  drive  each
one.  A  useful  trick  in  any  L.A.  Noire
Walkthrough  is  to  steal  specific  cars
from traffic. They spawn more frequently
in certain districts. For example, luxury
cars are common in Beverly Hills, while
beaters are found in the slums near the
docks.

Landmarks and
Newspapers
Landmarks are usually tied to the story,
but  several  are  missable.  Newspapers
are found on the ground near benches or
newsstands. They offer backstory on the
serial killers and the political climate of
the  time.  Reading  them  gives  you  a
deeper appreciation for the writing.

COMMON MISTAKES AND HOW
TO AVOID THEM

Even the best  players  make mistakes.
However,  knowing the common pitfalls
of L.A. Noire will  help you avoid them.
Here are the most frequent errors that a
good L.A. Noire Walkthrough can help
you prevent.

Overusing “Lie.” New players1.
often think they need to prove the
suspect is lying in every
conversation. This is wrong.
Sometimes, the suspect is telling
the truth, and accusing them of
lying without evidence breaks the
flow of the case.
Missing the murder weapon. In2.
many cases, the weapon is hidden
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in plain sight. In the case “The
Fallen Idol,” the weapon is a gun
hidden in a toolbox. If you rush the
scene, you will miss it and fail the
interrogation.
Neglecting the notebook. The3.
game provides a notebook that
logs every clue and statement.
Use it to review facts before
making a significant accusation. It
is your best friend.

CONCLUSION: THE VERDICT ON
YOUR INVESTIGATION

L.A. Noire is a unique entry in the world
of interactive entertainment. It demands
patience, empathy, and a sharp eye for
detail.  Whether  you  are  chasing  a

suspect  through  the  back  alleys  of
Chinatown  or  sweating  over  a  cryptic
clue  in  a  penthouse  apartment,  the
game rewards those who take their time.
U s i n g  a  r e l i a b l e  L . A .  N o i r e
Walkthrough is not about cheating the
system;  it  is  about  enhancing  your
appreciation for the layered storytelling
and complex character arcs that Team
Bondi created.
By  following  the  strategies  outlined
above—mastering  the  interrogation
mechanics, exploring every corner of the
crime  scene,  and  managing  your
resources  wisely—you can  ensure  that
Cole Phelps’s journey ends with justice
served. Remember, detective: the city is
watching. Make your questions count.


