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INTRODUCTION:
HOW EDMUNDS
AUTO BUYING
GUIDE CAN
TRANSFORM YOUR
CAR PURCHASE

Buying a car is one of
the  most  significant
financial  decisions
most people make, yet
the  process  can  feel
overwhelming.  From
n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h
dealers  to  comparing
t r i m  l e v e l s  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d i n g
financing  terms,  the
car-buying  journey  is
filled  with  potential

pitfalls.  That  is  where
the  Edmunds  Auto
Buying  Guide  comes
into play. For decades,
Edmunds  has  been  a
trusted resource for car
shoppers,  offering
expert reviews, pricing
data,  and  practical
b u y i n g  a d v i c e .
Whether  you  are  a
first-time  buyer  or  a
seasoned  negotiator,
this guide consolidates
everything you need to
know in  one place.  In
this  article,  we  will
e x p l o r e  t h e  c o r e
components  of  the
Edmunds  Auto  Buying
Guide  and  show  you
how  to  leverage  its
tools  to  save  time,
money,  and  stress.
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WHAT IS THE
EDMUNDS AUTO
BUYING GUIDE?

The  Edmunds  Auto
Buy ing  Gu ide  i s  a
comprehensive suite of
resources  designed  to
help  consumers  make
in fo rmed  veh i c le
purchases.  It  covers
every  stage  of  the
buying  process,  from
initial  research  to  final
financing.  Unlike  many
generic  car-buying
websites,  Edmunds
combines  editorial
expertise  with  real-
world  data.  The guide
inc ludes  deta i led
vehicle reviews, pricing
tools like True Market
Value  (TMV),  dealer
cost  information,  and
step-by-step advice on
negotiating and closing
a deal.
Edmunds  has  been  a
p i o n e e r  i n  t h e
automotive space since
1 9 6 6 ,  o r i g i n a l l y

publishing  printed  car
guides.  Today,  the
digital  platform serves
millions  of  shoppers
e a c h  m o n t h .  T h e
E d m u n d s  A u t o
Buying Guide is not a
single  article  but  a
c o l l e c t i o n  o f
interconnected  tools
and articles that adapt
to  your  specific  needs.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
looking for a new SUV,
a used sedan, or even
an electric vehicle, the
g u i d e  t a i l o r s  i t s
recommendations  and
data  accordingly.

Why
Trust
Edmunds
?
Edmunds  stands  out
because  it  does  not
t a k e  m o n e y  f r o m
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a u t o m a k e r s  t o
influence  its  reviews.
The  site  generates
r e v e n u e  t h r o u g h
advertising and dealer
partnerships,  but  its
editorial team remains
independent.  This
transparency  is  a  key
r e a s o n  w h y  c a r
shoppers  trust  the
E d m u n d s  A u t o
Buying  Guide  for
unbiased  information.
Additionally,  Edmunds
updates its pricing data
frequently  to  reflect
market trends, which is
cruc ia l  in  today’s
volatile  automotive
market.

KEY FEATURES OF
THE EDMUNDS
AUTO BUYING
GUIDE

Let us break down the
most  important  tools
and sections within the
guide that you can use
right now.

1. True
Market
Value
(TMV)
Pricing
The cornerstone of the
Edmunds  Auto  Buying
Guide  i s  the  True
Market Value  pricing
tool.  TMV  provides  a
realistic  estimate  of
what other people are
actually  paying  for  a
specific  vehicle  in  your
area.  It  accounts  for
region,  tr im  level ,
o p t i o n s ,  a n d
incentives.  When  you
research  a  ca r  on
Edmunds, you will see
three numbers:

Dealer Invoice
Price – What the
dealer paid the
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manufacturer
(roughly).
MSRP – The
manufacturer’s
suggested retail
price.
True Market
Value – The
average
transaction price
based on recent
sales data.

Using  TMV,  you  can
enter negotiations with
confidence,  knowing  a
fair  target  price.  The
guide  also  shows  you
how  much  you  can
expect to save or what
markup to  avoid.  This
feature  alone  makes
the  Edmunds  Auto
Buying  Guide  worth
visiting  before  any
purchase.

2.

Compreh
ensive
Vehicle
Reviews
Edmunds  employs  a
team  of  experienced
automotive  journalists
w h o  t e s t  d r i v e
hundreds  of  vehicles
e a c h  y e a r .  T h e i r
reviews  go  beyond
s p e c s  a n d  f u e l
e c o n o m y .  T h e y
evaluate  ride  comfort,
i n t e r i o r  q u a l i t y ,
infotainment  system
usab i l i t y ,  s a fe t y
features,  and  real-
world practicality. Each
review includes a pros-
and-cons  list,  a  rating
out  of  10,  and expert
video  walkarounds.
The  Edmunds  Auto
B u y i n g  G u i d e
aggregates  these
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reviews  so  you  can
quickly compare two or
three  models  side  by
side.

3. Car
Comparis
on Tools
Narrowing  down  your
choices  is  easier  with
Edmunds’  comparison
tool. You can select up
to  four  vehicles  and
v iew  the i r  specs ,
pricing,  fuel  economy,
safety  ratings,  and
expert  scores  in  a
clean  table  format.
This  tool  is  especially
helpful  when  deciding
b e t w e e n  s i m i l a r
models, like the Honda
CR-V versus the Toyota
RAV4.  The  Edmunds
Auto  Buying  Guide
also provides a “Which
Shou ld  You  Buy?”
analysis  for  common

matchups.

4. Used
Car
Appraisal
and
Trade-In
Valuation
If you plan to trade in
your  current  vehicle,
the  Edmunds  Auto
Buying  Guide  includes
a  trade-in  appraisal
tool. Simply enter your
car’s details, condition,
and  mi leage ,  and
Edmunds  provides  an
estimated  trade-in
value based on recent
auction and dealer sale
data. This gives you a
baseline  to  negotiate
with  the  dealer  or  to
d e c i d e  i f  s e l l i n g
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privately  makes  more
sense.  The  guide  also
offers  tips  on  how  to
increase  your  car’s
trade-in value, such as
cleaning  it  thoroughly
and  fixing  minor
issues.

5.
Financing
and
Lease
Calculato
rs
Understanding  your
monthly  payment  is
cr i t ica l .  Edmunds
provides  interactive
calculators  for  both
buying  and  leasing.
You  can  input  loan
amount,  interest  rate,
a n d  t e r m  t o  s e e

estimated  payments.
The  Edmunds  Auto
Buying  Guide  also
explains  the  difference
between  financing
through  a  dealership
versus a bank or credit
union.  A  dedicated
section  on  lease  vs.
buy  helps  you  weigh
long-term costs.

6. Dealer
Inventory
Search
A f t e r  c h o o s i n g  a
vehicle,  you  can  use
Edmunds  to  search
local  dealer  inventory.
The platform integrates
with  thousands  of
dealerships across the
U.S.  You  can  filter  by
color,  trim,  options,
and  distance.  Many
listings  include  the
dealership’s advertised
price,  which  you  can
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compare  against  the
TMV.  The  Edmunds
Auto Buying Guide also
offers  a  “Price
Promise”  badge  on
s o m e  d e a l e r s ,
i n d i c a t i n g  t h e y
g u a r a n t e e  a
transparent,  no-haggle
pr ice  for  Edmunds
users.

HOW TO USE THE
EDMUNDS AUTO
BUYING GUIDE
STEP BY STEP

To get the most out of
the  guide,  follow  this
structured approach:

Identify Your1.
Needs – Use the
“Car Finder” tool
to filter by body
type, budget,
fuel type, and
features.
Research Your2.
Top Choices –
Read expert
reviews and
check TMV

pricing for each
contender.
Compare Side3.
by Side – Use
the comparison
tool to finalize
one or two
models.
Calculate Your4.
Budget – Use
the financing
calculator and
factor in
insurance, taxes,
and
maintenance.
Value Your5.
Trade-In – Get a
trade-in estimate
and decide
whether to trade
or sell privately.
Search6.
Inventory – Find
vehicles at local
dealers with the
features you
want.
Prepare for7.
Negotiation –
Print or save the
TMV report and
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read Edmunds’
negotiation tips.
Test Drive and8.
Close the Deal
– Use the guide’s
checklist for test
drives and final
paperwork.

The  Edmunds  Auto
Buying  Guide  also
offers  personalized
recommendations  if
you  c rea te  a  f ree
account. You can save
your  searches,  track
price changes, and get
alerts  when  vehicles
match  your  criteria.

Pro Tips
for
Getting
the Best

Deal
Experienced  shoppers
know that  preparation
is everything. Here are
some  ins ider  t ips
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e
Edmunds  Auto  Buying
Guide:

Shop at the
end of the
month or
quarter –
Dealers are often
more willing to
negotiate to
meet sales
targets.
Get pre-
approved for
financing – This
gives you
leverage to
negotiate
interest rates.
Focus on total
out-the-door
price – Do not
get distracted by
monthly
payment
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discussions.
Use Edmunds
“Price
Promise”
dealers – These
dealerships
agree to honor a
set price,
reducing
negotiation
stress.
Consider last
year’s model –
Dealers may
offer discounts to
clear out old
inventory.

WHY THE
EDMUNDS AUTO
BUYING GUIDE IS
ESSENTIAL IN
TODAY’S MARKET

T h e  a u t o m o t i v e
i n d u s t r y  h a s
undergone  massive
changes  in  recent
y e a r s .  I n v e n t o r y
shortages,  fluctuating
interest rates, and the
rise of electric vehicles

have made car buying
more  complex.  The
E d m u n d s  A u t o
Buying Guide  adapts
to  these  trends  by
providing  up-to-date
market  analysis.  For
example,  Edmunds
publishes  monthly
reports  on  average
transaction  prices,
incentive  spending,
and  used  car  trends.
This  data  helps  you
understand  whether  it
is a buyer’s market or
a  seller’s  market  in
your  area.
Furthermore,  Edmunds
has  expanded  i t s
coverage  to  include
electric  and  hybrid
vehicles.  The  guide
now includes charging
cost estimates, battery
range  reviews,  and
comparisons of federal
and state tax credits. If
you are considering an
EV like a Tesla Model Y
or  a  Ford  Mustang
Mach-E,  the  Edmunds



10

10 Edmunds Auto Buying Guide 2023-07-08

Auto Buying Guide will
walk  you  through  the
unique  considerations
of  going  electric.

COMMON
MISTAKES TO
AVOID WHEN
USING THE
EDMUNDS AUTO
BUYING GUIDE

Even  w i th  a  g reat
resource, shoppers can
make errors.  Here are
common  pitfal ls  to
watch  out  for:

Only looking at
MSRP – TMV is a
more accurate
reflection of what
you should pay.
Ignoring dealer
fees and add-
ons – Edmunds
explains how to
spot hidden
charges.
Skipping the
test drive – A
review cannot
replace your

personal comfort
behind the
wheel.
Not checking
for
manufacturer
incentives – The
guide lists
current rebates
and low-APR
offers.
Failing to read
the fine print
on warranties –
Edmunds offers
advice on
extended
warranties and
service
contracts.

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES
WITHIN THE
EDMUNDS
ECOSYSTEM

B e y o n d  t h e  c o r e
buying guide, Edmunds
offers  several  other
valuable  resources:

Edmunds
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Forums – A
community
where users
share real-world
experiences and
advice.
Edmunds
YouTube
Channel – Video
reviews, how-to
guides, and
market updates.
Edmunds
Mobile App –
Scan VINs, check
pricing on the
lot, and save
vehicles.
Car Loan
Calculator –
Detailed
amortization
schedules.
Car Insurance
Estimator – Get
an idea of what
insurance will
cost for your
chosen model.

These  tools  integrate
seamlessly  with  the

E d m u n d s  A u t o
B u y i n g  G u i d e ,
creating  a  one-stop
shop  for  car  shoppers.

CONCLUSION

Purchasing a car does
n o t  h a v e  t o  b e  a
stressful  ordeal.  By
l e v e r a g i n g  t h e
E d m u n d s  A u t o
Buying  Guide,  you
equip  yourself  with
data-driven  insights,
expert  opinions,  and
practical tools that put
you  in  control.  From
understanding  True
M a r k e t  V a l u e  t o
comparing models and
securing  fair  financing,
Edmunds covers every
angle. Whether you are
buying  new  or  used,
f r o m  a  d e a l e r  o r
private  seller,  this
guide  is  your  trusted
c o - p i l o t .  V i s i t
Edmunds.com  today,
start  your  research,
and  drive  away  with
confidence.


