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DISCOVERING THE
MAHABHARATA
STORY IN ENGLISH
WITH PICTURES: A
TIMELESS EPIC OF
DHARMA AND
DESTINY

The Mahabharata is not
merely a story; it is the
s o u l  o f  I n d i a n
civilization, a vast and
intricate epic that has
shaped  the  moral ,
phi losophical,  and
cultural  fabric  of  the
subcon t i nen t  f o r
millennia.  For  anyone

s e a r c h i n g  f o r  a
Mahabharata  story
i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h
p i c t u r e s ,  t h e
challenge is to capture
the grandeur of an epic
that  is  ten  times  the
length of the Iliad and
Odyssey  combined.
This  anc ient  text ,
attributed to the sage
Vyasa, is a narrative of
cosmic  proportions,
weaving together tales
o f  g o d s ,  k i n g s ,
warriors, and sages. It
is  a  story  of  family
f e u d s ,  d i v i n e
interventions, profound
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
discourses,  and  the
ultimate  triumph  of
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righteousness  over
adharma.  To  explore
the Mahabharata is  to
embark  on  a  journey
across  the  battlefields
of Kurukshetra and the
inner landscapes of the
human soul.
T h e  q u e s t  f o r  a
Mahabharata  story
i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h
pictures  often  begins
with  the  visualisation
o f  i t s  most  i con ic
moments: the game of
dice,  Lord  Krishna's
reve la t i on  o f  t he
universal form, and the
clash of armies.  While
the written word alone
is  powerful,  pairing  it
with imagery—whether
traditional  paintings,
modern illustrations, or
cinematic  stills—brings
the narrative to life in a
way  that  transcends
language barriers. This
article aims to provide
a rich, detailed account
of the epic, structured
i n  a  w a y  t h a t  i s

accessible, informative,
and  deeply  engaging
fo r  r eade r s  o f  a l l
backgrounds.  We  will
journey  through  the
lineage  of  the  Kuru
dynasty,  the  birth  of
the  Pandavas  and
Kauravas, the seeds of
conflict,  the  exile,  the
great  war,  and  the
ultimate  lessons  that
continue  to  resonate
today.

The
Genesis
of the
Kuru
Dynasty:
The
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Seeds of
Conflict
To  understand  the
Mahabharata,  one
must  first  look  to  its
o r i g i n s .  The  ep i c
b e g i n s  w i t h  K i n g
Shantanu  of  the  Kuru
dynas ty ,  who  fe l l
deeply in love with the
goddess  Ganga.  Their
union produced a son,
Devavrata,  who would
la ter  be  known  as
Bhishma. Bhishma took
a  t e r r i b l e  v o w  o f
lifelong  celibacy  so
that  his  father  could
marry the fisherwoman
Satyavati,  ensuring
that her children would
inherit the throne. This
vow,  while  noble,  set
t h e  s t a g e  f o r
generations of turmoil.
S a t y a v a t i ’ s  s o n ,
Vichitravirya,  died
without  heirs,  leading
to  the  pract i ce  o f

Niyoga,  through which
Dhritarashtra,  Pandu,
and Vidura were born.
Dhritarashtra,  though
the  eldest,  was  blind
and  thus  unable  to
rule,  so  the  throne
passed  to  Pandu.  A
curse  forced  Pandu
into the forest, and his
five
sons—Yudhishthira,
Bhima, Arjuna, Nakula,
and  Sahadeva—were
born  through  divine
blessings.  Meanwhile,
D h r i t a r a s h t r a ' s
hundred  sons,  the
Kauravas,  led  by  the
ambitious Duryodhana,
grew up in the palace,
nursing  jealousy  and
h a t r e d  f o r  t h e i r
cousins.

The
Pillars of
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the Epic:
Key
Character
s in the
Mahabhar

ata Story
Any  Mahabharata
story in English with
p i c t u r e s  m u s t
dedicate  space  to  its
magnificent
characters.  Each figure
is a complex blend of
virtue,  flaw,  ambition,
and destiny.  They are
not  simply  heroes  or
v i l l a ins ;  they  a re
human  (and  divine)
beings  grappling  with
impossible choices.

LORD KRISHNA: THE

DIVINE CHARIOTEER
AND GUIDE

Krishna  is  the  central
axis around which the
epic  revolves.  As  an
avatar  of  Vishnu,  he
serves  as  a  fr iend,
philosopher, and guide
t o  t h e  P a n d a v a s ,
especially  Arjuna.  His
c o u n s e l  i n  t h e
Bhagavad  Gita  is  the
philosophical  heart  of
the  Mahabharata,
addressing  the  nature
of duty, life, and death.
Krishna’s  strategic
brilliance  and  divine
intervent ions  are
pivotal  at  every  turn,
from  the  negotiation
for  peace  to  the  final
moments  of  the  war.
Picturing  Krishna  with
his  flute,  his
Sudarshana Chakra, or
standing in his cosmic
form  is  essential  to
understanding his role.
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BHISHMA: THE
GRANDSIRE BOUND

BY VOWS

Bhishma,  the  son  of
Ganga,  i s  a  t rag ic
figure  of  immense
power and unwavering
principle.  His  vow  of
celibacy and his loyalty
t o  t h e  t h r o n e  o f
Hastinapura forced him
to  fight  on  the  side  of
the  Kauravas,  even
when  his  heart  was
with the Pandavas. His
fall  in  battle,  pierced
by arrows and lying on
a bed of arrows, is one
of  the  most  poignant
moments  in  the  epic.
Visualising Bhishma on
his deathbed, granting
boons and wisdom, is a
powerful  image  that
encapsulates duty and
sacrifice.

DRAUPADI: THE
FIRE-BORN QUEEN

Draupadi,  the  wife  of
the  five  Pandavas,  is  a

symbol  of  strength,
dignity,  and  righteous
f u r y .  H e r  p u b l i c
humi l iat ion  in  the
Kaurava  court—an
attempt  to  disrobe
her—was  the  spark
that  guaranteed  the
war.  When  Krishna
miraculously saved her
honour,  her  vow  to
w a s h  h e r  h a i r  i n
Duryodhana’s  blood
became a driving force
of  the  narrative.  The
image  of  Draupadi,
with  her  hair  untied
and her arms raised in
a plea for justice, is an
unforgettable visual of
the  ep ic 's  ca l l  for
retribution  against
adharma.

THE PANDAVAS AND
THE KAURAVAS

Yudhishthira:
The eldest
Pandava, known
for his
unwavering



6

6 Mahabharata Story In English With
Pictures

2024-04-11

commitment to
truth and
dharma, even to
a fault. His
weakness for
gambling led to
the disastrous
game of dice.
Bhima: The
second Pandava,
a giant of
immense
physical strength
and a voracious
appetite. He
vowed to drink
Dushasana’s
blood and crush
Duryodhana’s
thighs.
Arjuna: The
supreme archer
and warrior, torn
by the moral
dilemma of
fighting his own
kin, a conflict
that Krishna
resolves through
the Gita.
Nakula and
Sahadeva: The

twins, known for
their beauty,
swordsmanship,
and wisdom.
Duryodhana:
The eldest
Kaurava, whose
ambition,
jealousy, and
sense of
entitlement
blinded him to all
reason and
counsel.
Karna: The
tragic hero, a
warrior of
unmatched skill
who was
abandoned at
birth and
befriended
Duryodhana,
becoming a
formidable and
sympathetic
opponent.
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The Slow
March to
War: Key
Events of
the
Mahabhar

ata Story
The  narrative  of  the
M a h a b h a r a t a  i s
punctuated by a series
o f  e v e n t s  t h a t
inexorably lead to the
final  conflict.  These
moments are dramatic
and  rich  with  visual
potential, making them
i d e a l  f o r  a
Mahabharata  story
i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h
pictures .

THE GAME OF DICE:
THE GREAT
HUMILIATION

D u r y o d h a n a ,
consumed  by  envy  of
the Pandavas’ growing
power  and  prosperity,
conspired  with  his
uncle Shakuni to invite
Yudhishthira to a game
of  dice.  Shakuni,  a
master  o f  dece i t ,
manipulated the game.
Yudhishthira, driven by
h i s  a d d i c t i o n  t o
gambl ing,  lost  h is
kingdom,  his  wealth,
his  brothers,  himself,
and  finally,  Draupadi.
The scene of Draupadi
being dragged into the
court by her hair, and
her subsequent prayer
to  Krishna,  is  perhaps
the  most  emotionally
charged moment in the
e n t i r e  e p i c .  T h e
imagery  of  the  vast
court, the silent kings,
the  weeping  queen,
a n d  t h e  s u d d e n ,



8

8 Mahabharata Story In English With
Pictures

2024-04-11

m i r a c u l o u s
intervention  of  the
divine is a cornerstone
of the story.

THE EXILE AND THE
QUEST FOR ALLIES

As a result of the loss,
the  Pandavas  were
forced  into  thirteen
years  of  exile—twelve
years in the forest and
one  year  in  hiding.
During this period, they
gathered  strength,
formed  alliances,  and
r e c e i v e d  d i v i n e
w e a p o n s .  A r j u n a
performed penance to
o b t a i n  t h e
Pashupatastra  from
Lord  Shiva.  Bhima
f o u g h t  d e m o n s .
Yudhishthira listened to
the  wisdom  of  sages.
This phase is a journey
of  transformation,
perseverance,  and
prepara t i on .  The
images  of  the  forest,
the  hermitages,  and
t h e  r e c e i v i n g  o f

celestial  weapons  are
powerful  symbols  of
resilience.

THE FINAL OFFER:
KRISHNA’S MISSION
FOR PEACE

Before  the  war,  Lord
Krishna himself went to
the Kaurava court as a
messenger  of  peace.
He  asked  for  just  five
v i l l a g e s  f o r  t h e
P a n d a v a s .
Duryodhana,  arrogant
and stubborn, refused,
famously  saying  he
would  not  give  them
even a needle-point of
l a n d .  T h i s  f a i l e d
negotiation sealed the
f a t e  o f  t h e  K u r u
dynasty. The image of
Krishna, radiating calm
authority  in  the  midst
of a hostile court, is a
defining  visual  of  the
epic.
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The Great
War of
Kurukshe
tra:
Eighteen
Days of

Destiny
The war at Kurukshetra
is  the  climax  of  the
epic.  It  is  a  war  that
involved  every  major
kingdom  of  ancient
India.  The  battlefield  is
described  as  a  field  of
dharma,  and  the  war
itself is a metaphor for
the  internal  conflict
within  every  human
being.  A  compelling
Mahabharata  story
i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h
pictures  must  vividly

d e s c r i b e  t h e s e
e i g h t e e n  d a y s  o f
carnage and heroism.

THE BHAGAVAD
GITA: THE SONG OF
THE DIVINE

On  the  very  first  day,
as  the  two  armies
stood  fac ing  each
other ,  Ar juna  was
overcome  with  grief
and  compassion.  He
saw  his  teachers,  his
g r a n d f a t h e r ,  h i s
cousins, and his friends
on  the  opposing  side.
He laid down his bow,
Gandiva, and declared
he  would  not  fight.  At
this  moment  of  crisis,
Lord Krishna gave him
the  divine  discourse
k n o w n  a s  t h e
Bhagavad  Gita.  This
conversation  is  the
spiritual  high  point  of
the  ep i c .  K r i shna
explains  the  concepts
of  the  eternal  soul
(Atman), the nature of
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duty  (dharma),  the
paths  o f  devot ion
(bhakti),  knowledge
(jnana),  and  action
(karma). He reveals his
universal cosmic form,
a  t e r r i f y i n g  a n d
majestic  vision  that
includes all of creation
and  destruction.  The
image  o f  K r i shna
r e v e a l i n g  h i s
V i s h v a r u p a  t o  a
stunned Arjuna is  one
of the most famous in
all of mythology.

HEROES AND
FALLEN ON THE
BATTLEFIELD

T h e  w a r  s a w
extraordinary  duels
and  tragic  deaths.
Bhishma, the invincible
grands i re ,  fe l l  t o
arrows pierced through
his  chest  by  Arjuna,
with  Shikhandi  as  a
shield.  Dronacharya,
the  teacher  of  both
armies,  was  tricked

into  laying  down  his
a r m s .  K a r n a ,  t h e
untouchable  warrior,
fought  valiantly  but
was  killed  by  Arjuna
when his chariot wheel
got stuck in the mud, a
c u r s e  o f  h i s  g u r u
c o m i n g  t r u e .
D u r y o d h a n a  w a s
defeated by Bhima in a
mace  duel ,  s t ruck
down  with  a  blow  to
the  thigh.  Each  death
was a moral lesson, a
c o n s e q u e n c e  o f
choices  made,  and  a
s te p  t ow a rds  t he
inevitable  end.

The
Aftermat
h: Victory
and the
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Weight of
the

Crown
The Pandavas won the
w a r ,  b u t  a t  a
tremendous  cost.  The
entire  Kaurava  army
was  annihilated,  and
the  Pandava  s ide
suffered  devastating
losses.  The  battlefield
was  littered  with  the
dead.  Gandhari,  the
m o t h e r  o f  t h e
Kauravas ,  cursed
Krishna for allowing the
destruct ion  of  her
ent i re  fami ly .  The
victory  felt  hollow.
Yudh ish th i ra  was
crowned  king,  but  he
was  haunted  by  the
death  of  his  kin.  He
p e r f o r m e d  t h e
Ashvamedha  Yagna
and  ruled  wisely,  but
the shadow of the war
never  left  him.  Years

later,  the  Pandavas
a n d  D r a u p a d i
renounced  the  world
and  began  their  final
j o u r n e y  t o  t h e
Himalayas.  One  by
one, they fell, until only
Yudhishthira and a dog
remained. The dog was
L o r d  D h a r m a  i n
disguise,  testing  him
o n e  l a s t  t i m e .
Yudhishthira’s  refusal
t o  e n t e r  h e a v e n
without  his  faithful
companion became the
ultimate  testament  to
his character.

Why the
Mahabhar
ata Story
Endures:
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More
Than a

Tale
The  Mahabharata  is
often  called  the  "Fifth
Veda"  because  of  its
profound teaching. It is
not  just  a  story  of  a
family  feud;  i t  is  a
encyclopedia of life.  It
contains  philosophy,
p o l i t i c s ,  e t h i c s ,
statecraft ,  fami ly
va lues ,  and  deep
spiritual  wisdom.  A
modern reader seeking
a Mahabharata story
i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h
pictures  i s  o f ten
looking for answers to
contemporary  issues:
ethical  dilemmas  in
l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f
unchecked  ambition,
the  importance  of
truth, and the nature of
j u s t i c e .  T h e  e p i c

t e a c h e s  t h a t
righteousness  is  not
a lways  easy ,  that
victory can taste bitter,
and  that  the  universe
operates on a complex
moral  order.  It  is  a
mirror in which we see
our  own desires,  flaws,
and  po ten t i a l  f o r
greatness.

Visualisin
g the
Epic: The
Power of
the
Illustrate
d
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Mahabhar
ata
For  many,  the  first
encounter  with  the
Mahabharata  comes

through  pictures  and
illustrations. The visual
m e d i u m  a d d s  a
dimension of emotional
immediacy. Whether it
is the stark black-and-
white illustrations from
old books


