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INTRODUCTION: SAILING INTO
THE GOLDEN AGE OF PIRACY

Few  t i t l es  in  the  l ong - runn ing
Assassin's  Creed  franchise  have
captured  the  imagination  of  players
quite like Assassin's Creed IV: Black
Flag. Released in 2013, it boldly shifted
focus from the series' traditional urban
stealth to the open, unruly expanse of
the Caribbean Sea. For many, the game
remains a high-water mark, and a key

reference  point  for  its  quality  is  the
comprehensive review from Assassins
Creed Black Flag Ign. IGN's coverage
of  the  game  not  only  shaped  early
perceptions  but  continues  to  influence
how fans and critics evaluate the pirate-
centric  adventure.  This  article  dives
deep into what makes the game special,
what IGN had to say, and why the legacy
of  Assassins  Creed  Black  Flag  Ign
still matters over a decade later.

THE IGN REVIEW: WHAT DID
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THEY SAY?

When  IGN  published  its  review  of
Assassin's  Creed  IV:  Black  Flag,  it
awarded the game an impressive 8.5 out
of 10. The review praised the game for
its stunning naval combat, vibrant open
world,  and the  charismatic  protagonist
Edward  Kenway.  IGN's  reviewer
highlighted  that  while  the  game  still
carried  some of  the  series'  trademark
glitches  and occasional  mission design
inconsistencies,  the  sheer  joy  of
exploration and ship-to-ship battles more
than  compensated.  The  keyword
Assassins  Creed  Black  Flag  Ign  is
often  searched  by  players  looking  to
revisit that original verdict, and it stands
as a testament to how a single trusted
review can anchor a game's reputation.

What IGN Loved
Naval Combat: The ship
mechanics were called "superb,"
with a steep but satisfying learning
curve. Controlling the Jackdaw,
upgrading it, and engaging in
boarding actions was described as
addictive.
Open World Design: IGN praised
the seamless transition from land
to sea and the density of activities,
from treasure hunts to underwater
ruins.
Edward Kenway: Unlike previous
protagonists, Edward is a pirate
first and an Assassin second. IGN
appreciated his roguish charm and
moral ambiguity.
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What IGN
Criticized

Modern Day Segments: The
present-day story, set in a first-
person perspective at Abstergo
Entertainment, was seen as a step
down. IGN felt it interrupted the
immersion.
Repetitive Mission Design:
Some tailing missions and forced
stealth sections were criticized for
feeling outdated.
Technical Issues: While not
game-breaking, IGN noted
occasional frame rate drops and AI
quirks on consoles of the era.

HOW ASSASSIN'S CREED BLACK
FLAG CHANGED THE FRANCHISE

Before Assassin's Creed Black Flag,
the series was primarily about climbing
tall  buildings  and  engaging  in  social
stealth.  The IGN review for  Assassins
Creed  Black  Flag  Ign  correctly
identified  that  the  game  was  a  bold
departure—and a successful one. It took
the  naval  mechanics  introduced  in
Assassin's  Creed  III  and  expanded
them into the core experience. This pivot
influenced  subsequent  titles  like
Assassin's Creed Rogue and even the
RPG-era  games  like  Odyssey,  which
brought  back  ship  combat  with  new
depth.
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The Open World
That Felt Alive
One of the most praised aspects by IGN
and other outlets was the world itself.
The  Caribbean  of  Black  Flag  is  filled
with  islands,  forts,  and  hidden  coves.
IGN's  review specifically  mentioned  how
the world encouraged organic discovery.
Players could be on a main story mission
and get  sidetracked  by  a  distant  ship
signaling distress, or by a map leading to
buried  treasure.  This  sense  of  agency
helped  Assassins  Creed  Black  Flag
Ign stand out in a crowded year of open-
world releases.

THE STORY OF EDWARD
KENWAY: A PIRATE’S LIFE

At  its  heart,  Assassin's  Creed  IV:
Black  Flag  is  a  coming-of-age  story
about greed, redemption, and the cost of
freedom.  Edward  Kenway  starts  as  a
privateer  turned  pirate,  motivated  by
wealth. Through his journey, he crosses
paths  with  historical  figures  like
Blackbeard,  Mary  Read,  and  Charles
Vane.  IGN's  review  noted  that  the
narrative  was  compelling,  even  if  the
Assassin-Templar conflict sometimes felt
secondary.  The  keyword  Assassins
Creed Black Flag Ign often appears in
d i scuss ions  about  the  game 's
storytelling, because the review helped
validate  the  narrative  shift  away  from
traditional Assassin lore.
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Memorable
Characters

Blackbeard (Edward Thatch):
Portrayed as a fearsome yet
philosophical leader. His downfall
is one of the game's most
emotional moments.
Anne Bonny: A strong female
pirate with a tragic past. Her
interactions with Edward add
depth.
Adéwalé: Edward's quartermaster
and a former slave. His moral
compass often clashes with
Edward's selfishness.

The Themes That
Resonate
IGN's review highlighted that the game's
themes—freedom vs. responsibility, the
illusion of  the pirate utopia—elevate it
beyond a typical historical action game.
Players searching for Assassins Creed
Black  Flag  Ign  often  find  themselves
revisiting  these  themes in  forums and
retrospectives, proving that great writing
withstands the test of time.

GAMEPLAY MECHANICS: ABOARD
THE JACKDAW

The  Jackdaw is  not  just  a  ship;  it's  a
character. IGN’s review emphasized how
upgrading  the  vessel  became  a
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satisfying  loop.  The  Assassins  Creed
Black  Flag  Ign  article  detailed  the
various ship upgrades, from hull armor
to  broadside  cannons,  and  how  they
influenced combat strategies.

Naval Combat
Deep Dive

Ship-to-Ship Battles: Using the
wheel to maneuver, firing
cannons, and coordinating
broadsides. IGN noted that the
combat felt cinematic, with ships
splintering and crew members
flying.
Boarding & Plundering: After
weakening a ship, Edward could

grapple aboard for a melee fight.
Success meant capturing the
vessel and adding it to your fleet,
a meta-game that rewarded
resource management.
Sea Shanties: A small detail that
became iconic. IGN admired the
atmosphere created by crew
members singing traditional songs.

On Land: Stealth
and Combat
While the sea is the star, land missions
still  feature  classic  Assassin's  Creed
mechanics.  IGN  pointed  out  that  the
combat  was  fluid,  utilizing  dual  swords
and pistols, but stealth was occasionally



Assassins Creed Black Flag Ign 7

7

c l u n k y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  j u n g l e
environments  and  colonial  cities  like
Havana and Nassau provided excellent
vertical  playgrounds  for  freedom  of
movement.

LEGACY AND INFLUENCE: WHY
BLACK FLAG STILL MATTERS

More than ten years after release, Black
Flag  is  frequently cited as one of  the
best in the series. The Assassins Creed
Black  Flag  Ign  review  remains  a
touchstone  for  many  gamers  deciding
whether  to  play  the  game  for  the  first
time—especially  now  that  it's  been
remastered  for  modern  platforms.  Its
influence  can  be  seen  in  later  Ubisoft
titles  like  Skull  and  Bones,  which
attempted to  capture  the naval  magic
but  without  the  land-based  Assassin

elements.

The Remastered
Edition
In  2019,  Assassin's Creed IV:  Black
Flag received a remaster for PlayStation
4, Xbox One, and Nintendo Switch. IGN
revisited the game, noting that while the
graphics  improvements  were  modest,
the core experience remained excellent.
Searches  for  Assassins  Creed  Black
Flag  Ign  spiked  again,  as  players
wanted  to  see  if  the  original  review's
verdict held up. It did.
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Community and
Mods
The PC version of Black Flag still has an
active modding community. IGN's early
coverage helped establish  a  dedicated
fanbase  that  continues  to  create
graphical enhancements, new ships, and
even  story  expansions.  The  phrase
Assassins Creed Black Flag Ign often
appears in mod forums where users cite
the review as influencing their  purchase
decision.

CRITICAL RECEPTION BEYOND
IGN

While this article centers on Assassins
Creed Black Flag Ign, it's worth noting

that  the  game  earned  widespread
acclaim. Metacritic scores range from 84
to  88  across  platforms.  Critics  praised
the same elements  IGN did:  the  open
world,  naval  mechanics,  and character
development.  Some critics argued that
the  Assassin's  Creed  branding  felt
tacked on, but most agreed the pirate
fantasy was executed brilliantly.

Awards and
Recognition

BAFTA Games Award for Best
Action & Adventure (nominee)
Game of the Year nominations
from multiple outlets
Best Soundtrack – the sea
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shanties and original score by
Brian Tyler received high praise.

WHY SEARCH FOR ASSASSINS
CREED BLACK FLAG IGN?

The  phrase  Assassins  Creed  Black
Flag  Ign  is  not  just  a  query;  it's  a
gateway to a collective memory. Players
search for it because they want to relive
the  excitement  of  reading  about  the
game  before  launch,  or  they  want  a
trusted  opinion  to  validate  their  own
experience. IGN's review has become a
h is tor ica l  document  in  gaming
journalism, and the game itself remains
a beloved classic. This article hopes to
serve as a resource for anyone exploring
that intersection.

TIPS FOR NEW PLAYERS
DISCOVERING BLACK FLAG

Tune In to Sea Shanties: Press1.
the button to have the crew sing. It
enhances immersion.
Upgrade the Jackdaw First:2.
Invest in hull armor and cannon
damage early; it makes naval
combat more enjoyable.
Explore Every Island: Many3.
contain treasure maps, Mayan
stelae, and cryptic messages.
Don't Skip the Modern Day:4.
While IGN criticized it, the story in
Abstergo Entertainment gives
context and foreshadows later
games.
Read the Database: Historical5.
entries add depth to the world,
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written with Ubisoft's trademark
dry wit.

CONCLUSION: A PIRATE'S GAME
THAT STANDS THE TEST OF TIME

Assassin's  Creed  IV:  Black  Flag
remains  a  masterpiece  of  open-world
design, narrative courage, and pure fun.
IGN's review of the game—encapsulated
by the search phrase Assassins Creed

Black  Flag  Ign—gave  it  a  seal  of
approval  that  persists  today.  Whether
you're  a  returning  veteran  setting  sail
again or a newcomer curious about what
made this chapter legendary, the game
offers  a  world  filled  with  adventure,
beauty, and emotional depth. The winds
of fate may change, but the legacy of
Black  Flag  and  its  IGN  review  will
continue  to  guide  players  toward  this
unforgettable voyage.


