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INTRODUCTION:
THE WORLD OF
MADAME LOISEL

Guy de Maupassant’s
enduring short story
"The Necklace" is a
masterclass in irony,
social commentary,
and human vanity.
While the plot twist at
the end is what often
leaves readers
stunned, the true
genius of the narrative
lies in its foundation:
the setting of the
story of The

Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant. The
physical and social
environments through
which Mathilde Loisel
moves are not merely
backdrops; they are
active forces that
shape her desires,
drive her decisions,
and ultimately seal her
fate. To fully
appreciate the story’s
critique of social class
and materialism, one

must dissect the
detailed, almost
cinematic locations

that Maupassant paints
with such precision.
The setting functions
as a silent character,


https://old.setefer.com/

whispering temptations
of grandeur and later
shouting the brutal
realities of poverty.

From the cramped
walls of a bureaucrat’s
apartment to the
glittering spectacle of
the Ministry ball, every
location in "The
Necklace" serves a
distinct purpose. These
spaces define the
characters’ social
standing and fuel the
central conflict
between aspiration and
reality. Understanding
the setting of the
story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant is
essential for grasping
why Mathilde feels so
profoundly misplaced
and why her quest for
validation leads to such
devastating

consequences. The
geography of the story
maps directly onto the
psychology of its

protagonist, creating a
powerful narrative that
resonates more than a
century after it was
written.

THE HUMBLE
APARTMENT: A
PRISON OF
MEDIOCRITY

The story begins not in
a palace, but in the
modest dwelling of a
minor civil servant.
Maupassant
immediately immerses
the reader in the
suffocating
atmosphere of the
Loisel household. The
setting of the story
of The Necklace by
Guy de Maupassant
is established with
evocative details that
highlight the
dreariness of
Mathilde’s existence.
She lives in a world of
"worn carpets," "ugly
curtains," and a dining
table that feels more
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like a torture device
than a place of
nourishment. For
Mathilde, this home is
not a sanctuary; itis a
cage.

The
Physical
Descripti
on of
Poverty

Maupassant does not
describe a slum. The
Loisels are not starving
in the gutter. Instead,
the tragedy lies in the
suffocating setting of
the story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant which
represents *lower-
middle-class

respectability*. This is
a world of boiled beef
and three-day-old

tablecloths. The
apartment is clean but
"drab." The walls are
bare. The furniture is
"heavy and ugly."
These details are
crucial because they
define Mathilde’s
suffering. Her pain is
not physical hunger

but aesthetic
starvation. She looks at
the "barbarous"

wallpaper and the
tarnished silverware
with genuine anguish.
The setting here is
deliberately oppressive
to contrast with the
dazzling world she
craves. It is a space
devoid of luxury, which
for Mathilde is the
equivalent of being
devoid of life itself.

The



Psycholo
gical

Impact;
Confin

ent

The apartment is not
just a place; it is a
state of mind. Within
these narrow walls,
Mathilde feels her
youth and beauty
slipping away. The
setting of the story
of The Necklace by
Guy de Maupassant
creates a powerful
sense of

claustrophobia. She
dreams of "silent
antechambers" and

"great drawing-rooms"
while sitting in her
shabby living room.
This constant friction
between where she is

and where she wants
to be is the engine of
the plot. The home
environment forces her
into a deep
holia, making
iserable despite
having food, shelter,
@(fﬁoving husband.
The setting exposes
the emptiness at the
core of her
materialistic desire; it
is not that she has
nothing, but that what
she has is not
glamorous enough.

THE MINISTRY OF
EDUCATION: A
GLIMPSE OF THE
UPPER CLASS

The pivotal invitation
to the ball at the
Ministry of Education
serves as the story's
inciting incident. This
location represents the
absolute opposite of
the Loisel apartment.
The setting of the
story of The
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Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant shifts
from private, domestic
squalor to public,
opulent power. The
Ministry building is a
monument to
government authority
and high society. It is a
place where the elite
gather, a realm that is
normally completely
inaccessible to a
clerk’s wife.

The Ball
as a
Stage

Maupassant describes
the ballroom as a
spectacular display of
wealth: walls adorned
with mirrors,
chandeliers dripping
with light, "gorgeous
uniforms," and women
draped in jewels. This
setting is hyper-real,

almost dreamlike. For
one night, Mathilde
enters this paradise.
The setting of the
story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant here is
designed to intoxicate.
The atmosphere is
thick with success,

beauty, and
admiration. Mathilde
thrives in this

environment. She is
the "prettiest woman
present," dancing with
enthusiasm and
abandon. This location
validates her self-worth
temporarily, confirming
her belief that she was
born for such splendor.
The Ministry ball is the
climax of the story; it is
the realization of every
fantasy she has ever
had within the confines
of her dreary
apartment.



The
Harsh

symbolically jarring. It
is on this miserable
walk that Mathilde
realizes the necklace is
gone, sealing her fate.

. : setting here
EXIt I ntrtzliﬁes the panic; the

Reality

The transition out of
this setting is just as
important as the ball
itself. Leaving the
warm, glittering
Ministry, the Loisels
step into the cold, dark
street. The setting of
the story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant shifts
abruptly from light to
darkness, from warmth
to bitter cold. They
cannot find a cab,
forcing them to walk
through the muddy
streets. This descent
from the Palace of
Dreams back into the
grimy reality of Paris is
physically and

limitless darkness of
the Parisian streets
swallows her hopes
whole.

THE JOURNEY INTO
THE PARISIAN
GHETTO

The most brutal shift in
the setting of the
story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant occurs
after the loss of the
diamond necklace. The
Loisels are forced to
leave their modest
apartment and
descend into the
"garnish of the poor."
Maupassant replaces
the earlier "mediocre"
setting with one of
absolute squalor. They
move into a "garret

6 Setting Of The Story Of The Necklace By2022-11-16
Guy De Maupassant



Setting Of The Story Of The Necklace By Guy De
Maupassant 7

under the roof." This is
the geography of
punishment.

The

Physical
_abor of
Poverty

In this new setting, the
description becomes
even more tactile.
Mathilde now knows
the "horrible existence
of the needy." She
washes dishes in a
"greasy back shop,"
she carries garbage,
she haggles over
rotten fruit. The
setting of the story
of The Necklace by
Guy de Maupassant
moves from the
abstract suffering of
boredom to the
concrete suffering of
physical labor. The

setting is no longer a
backdrop; it is a torture
chamber. The ceilings
are lower, the air is
stuffy, and the work is
endless. This
environment physically
transforms Mathilde.
The beautiful, delicate
woman of the opening
chapters becomes a
"strong, hard, and
rude" woman, a
"household drudge."”
The setting literally
rewrites her body and
identity.

The
Symbolis
m of the
Garret

The garret represents
the final stripping away
of illusion. In the
beginning, Mathilde
was unhappy living in a



house that was merely
"ordinary." Now, she
lives in a space that is
actively degrading.
This harsh setting of
the story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant serves as
the ultimate irony. In
trying to appear
wealthy for one night,
Mathilde has
condemned herself to
a decade of a life far
worse than the one she
originally hated. The
setting becomes a
physical manifestation
of her poor decision
and misplaced pride. It
is a daily, painful
reminder of the price
of vanity. The garret is
the truth that the
ballroom tried to hide:
that the social ladder is
steep, and the fall is
very, very hard.

THE CHAMPS-
ELYSEES AND THE

FINAL MEETING

The final shift in the
setting of the story
of The Necklace by
Guy de Maupassant
occurs on the Champs-
Elysées, a grand
avenue symbolizing
Parisian elegance. Ten
years after the ball,
Mathilde, now aged
and coarse, sees
Madame Forestier
walking in this pristine
location. The contrast
is stark. Madame
Forestier looks young
and beautiful in the
sunlight of the famous
boulevard, while
Mathilde lurks in the
same space, worn
down by labor. The
setting here highlights
the cruel unfairness of
fate. It is the same city,
the same social strata,
but the two women
now occupy entirely
different worlds within
the same geography.
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The
Revelatio
n

This setting allows for
the story’s devastating
conclusion. Standing
on the avenue where
the rich stroll, Mathilde
confronts her old
friend. The setting of
the story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant here is
one of open air and
stark truth. There are
no mirrors to hide
behind, no dim lighting
to obscure the truth.
Madame Forestier
reveals that the
original necklace was a
fake, worth only a few
hundred francs. The
irony is crushing. The
beautiful setting of the
Champs-Elysées

becomes the stage for
the death of Mathilde’s

illusions. All the years
of suffering in the
garret were for
nothing; the setting of
the original loss was
based on a lie. The
story ends not in the
dark garret, but in the
bright, indifferent light
of high society, leaving
Mathilde stranded
between two
worlds—too poor for
the Champs-Elysées,
and too broken to
return to any
semblance of her
former life.

THE ROLE OF 19TH
CENTURY PARIS AS
THE OVERARCHING
SETTING

To fully analyze the
setting of the story
of The Necklace by
Guy de Maupassant,
one must look at the
broader canvas: Paris
in the late 19th
century. This was the
Belle Epoque, a time of



great economic
disparity. The city was
undergoing massive

renovation under
Baron Haussmann,
creating wide
boulevards and grand
buildings that
showcased wealth

while hiding the
poverty in the back
alleys. Maupassant
uses this real-world
context to ground his
fiction. The story relies
on the reader’s
understanding of the
rigid class structures of
Third Republic France.

Social
Hierarchy
and
Geograph

10

y

In Maupassant’s Paris,
where you lived
defined who you were.
The setting of the
story of The
Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant uses the
geography of Paris to
define  social rank.
Those living in the west
(the 8th
arrondissement, near
the Champs-Elysées)
were the elite. Those in
the central, older
districts were the
working class and the
petty bourgeoisie, like
Monsieur Loisel.
Mathilde’s tragedy is
that she understands
this social map
perfectly. She knows
that her address
determines her value
in the eyes of society.
Her desire to escape
her apartment is not
just a desire for larger
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rooms; it is a desire to
move up the social
ladder, to change her
address from a street
of clerks to a boulevard
of bankers.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER

OF PLACE
The setting of the
story of The

Necklace by Guy de
Maupassant is far
more than a simple
backdrop. It is a
dynamic, driving force
that shapes the
character of Mathilde
Loisel and dictates the
trajectory of her life.
The stark contrast
between the
suffocating apartment,
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the intoxicating
ballroom, and the
brutal garret creates a
moral and emotional
landscape that readers
can visualize and feel.
Maupassant uses these
spaces to explore deep
themes of pride, class,
and the crushing
weight of vanity. The
story teaches us that
our environment can
amplify our desires
and, if we are not
careful, become the
instrument of our
downfall. The glittering
ballroom and the dirty
dishes in the garret are
two sides of the same
coin. The setting is not
just where the story
happens; it is what the
story is about.



