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Teaching  Advanced
P l a c e m e n t  ( A P )
Economics  is  one  of
the most rewarding yet
challenging  tasks  in
secondary  education.
The  subject  demands
not only a solid grasp
of  complex theoretical

models  but  also  an
ability to connect those
models  to  the  real
world  in  a  way  that
resonates  with  high
school  students.  For
years,  one  name  has
stood out as a beacon
of  clarity,  wit,  and
analytical  rigor  in  the
field of economics: Paul
Krugman. When paired
with  the  specific
demands  of  the  AP
curriculum,  Krugman
Economics  for  AP
Teacher  Resources
p r o v i d e s  a
comprehensive  toolkit
that  can  transform  a
good economics course
into  an  exceptional
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o n e .  T h i s  a r t i c l e
explores the depth and
b r e a d t h  o f  t h e s e
resources,  offering  a
roadmap for educators
who are eager to bring
Krugman's  celebrated
approach  into  their
classrooms.

WHY CHOOSE
KRUGMAN FOR
THE AP
CLASSROOM?

Paul  Krugman  is  not
just  a  Nobel  Pr ize-
winning economist and
a  New  York  T imes
co lumnist ;  he  is  a
master  educator.  His
t e x t b o o k s  a r e
renowned  for  turning
d e n s e ,  o f t e n
intimidating  economic
theory into accessible,
engaging  narratives.
For an AP teacher, this
narrative  style  is  a
lifeline.  The  Krugman
approach  emphasizes
storytelling,  real-world
examples, and a focus

on  the  "b ig  ideas"
r a t h e r  t h a n  r o t e
memorization.  This
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
alignment with the AP
exam's  goals—which
increasingly  tests
c o n c e p t u a l
understanding  and
appl icat ion—makes
Krugman  Economics
f o r  A P  T e a c h e r
R e s o u r c e s  a n
invaluable  asset.

A
Philosoph
y Rooted
in
Relevanc
e
O n e  o f  t h e  c o r e
s t r e n g t h s  o f  t h e
Krugman  pedagogy  is
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its  relentless  focus on
w h y  e c o n o m i c s
matters. The resources
are  built  around  the
principle that students
learn  best  when  they
can see the immediate
relevance  of  supply
and  demand,  fiscal
policy,  or  international
trade in their own lives.
T h i s  i s  n o t  a  d r y
recitation of graphs; it
is a vibrant discussion
o f  i n e q u a l i t y ,
globalization,  and  the
policy dilemmas facing
modern  governments.
For  teachers ,  th is
means  the  provided
resou rces—lec tu re
slides,  activities,  and
a s s e s s m e n t s — a r e
already infused with a
sense of  purpose that
helps  capture  student
attention from day one.

EXPLORING THE
CORE
COMPONENTS OF

THE TEACHER
RESOURCE SUITE

The  term  Krugman
Economics  for  AP
Teacher  Resources
encompasses  a  wide
array  of  mater ia ls
designed  to  support
e v e r y  f a c e t  o f
instruction.  These
resources are typically
organized into a robust
p a c k a g e  t h a t
accompanies  the  core
textbook,  Krugman's
Economics  for  AP  (co-
authored with Margaret
R a y  a n d  D a v i d
Anderson).  Let's  break
d o w n  t h e  m o s t
impactful components.

The
Compreh
ensive
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Teacher's
Edition
and
Lesson

Plans
T h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e
resource  suite  is  the
Teacher's  Edition.  This
is not merely a copy of
the  student  text  with
answer  keys.  It  is  a
strategic  guide  that
inc ludes  deta i led
lesson  plans,  pacing
guides  tailored  to  the
AP  exam  schedule
( b a l a n c i n g
Microeconomics  and
Macroeconomics),  and
teaching  t ips  that
anticipate  common
s t u d e n t
misconceptions.  For
new  teachers,  this  is
a k i n  t o  h a v i n g  a

seasoned  mentor  at
their  side.  The  lesson
plans  are  modular,
allowing  teachers  to
c u s t o m i z e  t h e i r
a p p r o a c h  w h i l e
ensuring  that  every
requi red  learn ing
objective  from  the
College Board's Course
and  Exam  Description
(CED) is covered.

Innovativ
e
Assessme
nt Tools
and Test
Banks
Preparing  students  for
the  AP  exam requires
rigorous  practice.  The
teacher  resources
include  extensive  test
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banks  that  mirror  the
style  and  difficulty  of
the  actual  AP  exam.
These  banks  feature
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions  that  test
n u a n c e d
understanding  and
f r e e - r e s p o n s e
questions  (FRQs)  that
require  graph  drawing
and  analytical  writing.
Crucial ly,  many  of
these  resources  now
c o m e  i n  d i g i t a l
formats,  integrated
with  platforms  like
Sapling  Learning  or
A c h i e v e .  T h e s e
platforms  provide
i n s t a n t  g r a d i n g ,
detailed feedback, and
analytics  that  allow
teachers  to  identify
exactly which concepts
are  causing  the  most
difficulty for their class.

Lecture

Slides
and
Classroo
m Visuals
A  picture  is  worth  a
thousand  words  in  an
economics  c lass ,
e s p e c i a l l y  w h e n
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e
intricacies of the AD-AS
model  or  the  Phillips
Curve.  The  official
Krugman  Economics
f o r  A P  T e a c h e r
Resources  include
high-quality PowerPoint
presentations  that  are
deeply aligned with the
text.  These  slides  are
not  just  bullet  points;
they  are  designed  to
g u i d e  a  l e c t u r e ,
featuring  sequential
reveals  of  graphs,
" C h e c k  Y o u r
U n d e r s t a n d i n g "
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q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d
embedded  real-world
examples.  They  save
teachers  countless
hours  of  prep  t ime
while ensuring that the
visual  presentation  of
c o n c e p t s  i s  b o t h
a c c u r a t e  a n d
pedagogically sound.

MAXIMIZING THE
IMPACT OF
DIGITAL AND
INTERACTIVE
RESOURCES

I n  t h e  m o d e r n
classroom, digital tools
are no longer optional.
The publisher, Bedford,
Freeman & Worth (now
part  o f  Macmi l lan
Learning), has invested
heavily  in  creating  a
rich  digital  ecosystem
around  the  Krugman
p r o g r a m .  W h e n
exploring  Krugman
Economics  for  AP
Teacher  Resources,
the  digital  component
is a critical factor.

Online
Homewor
k and
Adaptive
Learning
P l a t f o r m s  l i k e
SaplingPlus  or  the
newer  Achieve  offer
adapt ive  learning
pa thways .  These
systems  use  pre-tests
to  gauge  a  student's
current  understanding
and  then  generate  a
personalized  problem
set  to  address  their
specific  weaknesses.
For the teacher, this is
powerful.  Instead  of
g r a d i n g  p i l e s  o f
homework  manually,
you receive actionable
data:  which  students
are  struggling  with
externalities?  Who
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needs  extra  help  on
c o m p a r a t i v e
a d v a n t a g e ?  T h i s
f e e d b a c k  l o o p  i s
instantaneous, allowing
for timely intervention.

Video
Resource
s and
Tutorials
Many teacher resource
packages  now  include
access  to  a  library  of
instructional  videos.
These are often tied to
the  most  challenging
concepts in the course.
Whether it's a step-by-
step  walkthrough  of
h o w  t o  s h i f t  a
production  possibilities
curve  or  a  real-world
c a s e  s t u d y  o n
monetary policy, these
v i d e o s  p r o v i d e  a
valuable  "flipped

c l a s s r o o m "  t o o l .
Teachers can assign a
video  for  homework
and use class time for
deeper  discussion and
problem-solving.

PRACTICAL
STRATEGIES FOR
USING THESE
RESOURCES
EFFECTIVELY

Hav ing  access  t o
excellent  resources  is
one  thing;  knowing
how  to  deploy  them
strategically is another.
H e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l
techniques  to  get  the
m o s t  o u t  o f  y o u r
Krugman  Economics
f o r  A P  T e a c h e r
Resources .

Pacing
and
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Sequenci
ng
The  Krugman  text  is
logically organized, but
AP  teachers  must  be
ruthless  with  their
p a c i n g .  U s e  t h e
provided pacing guides
as a starting point, but
don ' t  be  a f ra id  to
a d j u s t .  A  t y p i c a l
strategy  is  to  teach
Microeconomics in  the
f a l l  a n d
Macroeconomics in the
spring.  The  teacher
r e s o u r c e s  o f t e n
provide "priority" icons
o r  l i s t s  o f  c o r e
concepts that are most
frequently  tested.
Focus  your  in-class
lecture  time  on  these
high-leverage  topics
and  use  the  onl ine
h o m e w o r k  f o r
reinforcement  of  the
more  straightforward
material.

Using the
"Economi
cs in
Action"
Features
One of the hallmarks of
the  Krugman  text  is
the  "Economics  in
Action"  case  studies.
These are not just fluff;
they  are  careful ly
chosen  examples  that
i l l u s t r a t e  a  k e y
principle.  The  teacher
resources  frequently
provide  extension
activities  for  these
sections.  For example,
after reading about the
"Great  Recession"  in
the text, a teacher can
use  the  p rov ided
discussion questions to
l e a d  a  S o c r a t i c
seminar.  This  turns  a
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p a s s i v e  r e a d i n g
assignment  into  an
a c t i v e  l e a r n i n g
experience.

Integratin
g FRQ
Practice
Early and
Often
The  free-response
section of the AP exam
is often where students
lose  the  most  points.
The teacher  resources
include  rubrics  and
sample responses that
are invaluable.  A  best
practice is to introduce
a single FRQ per week
from the very start of
the  course.  Use  the
prov ided  sco r ing
guidelines  to  teach
students  how  to  earn
points  for  accurate

graph  labels,  specific
terminology, and clear
explanat ions.  The
resource  banks  are
deep enough that you
will  never  run  out  of
fresh prompts.

DIFFERENTIATING
INSTRUCTION
WITH THE
KRUGMAN
TOOLKIT

No  two  students  are
alike, and the diversity
of  learners  in  an  AP
classroom can be vast.
T h e  K r u g m a n
Economics  for  AP
Teacher  Resources
offer  several  key  tools
for  differentiation.

Support
for
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Strugglin
g

Learners
For  s tudents  who
st rugg le  w i th  the
mathematical  aspects
of  economics  ( l ike
calculating elasticity or
profit  maximization),
the  resources  include
targeted  skill-building
e x e r c i s e s .  T h e
adapt ive  learning
platforms  mentioned
earlier are excellent for
t h i s .  T h e y  a l l o w
students  to  work  at
t h e i r  o w n  p a c e ,
building  foundational
skills before moving on
t o  m o r e  c o m p l e x
applications.

Enrichme

nt for
Advanced
Students
For students who grasp
concepts  quickly  and
are  hungry  for  more,
the  teacher  resources
often provide "Beyond
the Basics" extensions.
These  might  include
deeper  d ives  in to
behavioral  economics,
a d v a n c e d  g a m e
theory,  or  the  history
of  economic  thought.
T h e r e  a r e  a l s o
s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r
independent  research
p r o j e c t s  a n d
connections to  the AP
R e s e a r c h  a n d  A P
Seminar  programs  for
schools  that  offer
them.

BUILDING A
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SUPPORTIVE
PROFESSIONAL

NETWORK

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
underrated  aspects  of
t h e  K r u g m a n
Economics  for  AP
Teacher Resources is
the  community  it  can
create.  The  textbook
has  been  adopted  by
thousands  of  schools,
meaning  there  is  a
l a r g e  n e t w o r k  o f
teachers who are using
the same materials.

Online
Teacher
Communi
ties and
Forums
M a n y  p u b l i s h e r s
maintain  active  online
c o m m u n i t i e s  o r

Facebook  groups  for
teachers  using  their
curr iculum.  These
forums  are  goldmines
of  practical  wisdom.
T e a c h e r s  s h a r e
modified  lesson  plans,
tips for tricky concepts,
and advice on how to
handle  specific  AP
exam questions. Being
part of this community
turns  the  "Krugman
teacher" into part of a
collaborative  team,
even  if  you  are  the
o n l y  e c o n o m i c s
t e a c h e r  i n  y o u r
building.

Professio
nal
Develop
ment
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Workshop
s
Macmillan  Learning
and  other  educational
partners  frequently
host  webinars  and
workshops  specifically
fo r  AP  Economics
teachers  using  the
Krugman  text.  These
sessions  are  led  by
e x p e r t s ,  o f t e n
including  co-author
Margaret Ray, who is a
legendary  figure  in  AP
Economics  education.
They cover  everything
f r o m  t e s t - t a k i n g
strategies  to  updates
on the College Board's
frameworks.  Attending
these  can  provide  a
significant  boost  to
your  teaching  efficacy.

COMPARING
KRUGMAN WITH
OTHER AP

ECONOMICS TEXTS

Whi le  th i s  a r t i c le
f o c u s e s  o n  t h e
Krugman  resources,  it
i s  h e l p f u l  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
competitive landscape.
Other  popular  texts
inc lude  Mank iw 's
Principles of Economics
and  McConnell  and
Brue's  Economics .
What  sets  Krugman
Economics  for  AP
Teacher  Resources
apart  is  the  unique
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
journalistic  flair  and
academic  rigor.

Writing Style:
Krugman is
widely
considered the
most readable.
His prose is
engaging and
witty, which
helps with
student buy-in.
Real-World
Focus: More
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than any other
text, Krugman's
book feels
current. The
examples are
pulled from
recent headlines,
making the
material feel
urgent and
relevant.
Graphical
Precision: The
graphs in the
Krugman text are
exceptionally
clear and are the
gold standard for
teaching visual
models.
Teacher
Support: The
depth and quality
of the digital
resources
(Sapling/Achieve)
are competitive
with or superior
to most
alternatives.

Fo r  teachers  who
pr ior i t ize  student

e n g a g e m e n t  a n d
conceptual clarity over
encyclopedic coverage,
the  Krugman  suite  is
often the top choice.

CONCLUSION:
UNLOCKING
STUDENT
POTENTIAL

Teaching AP Economics
is  a  marathon,  not  a
sprint. The right set of
resources  can  make
the  j ou rney  more
manageable  for  the
teacher  and  more
successful  for  the
student.  Krugman
Economics  for  AP
Teacher  Resources
offers  a  holistic
solut ion  that  goes
b e y o n d  a  s i m p l e
answer key. It provides
a  s t r u c t u r e d  y e t
flexible  framework,
i n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e
insights  of  one of  the
w o r l d ' s  l e a d i n g
e c o n o m i s t s .  B y
leveraging  the  lesson
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plans,  assessment
tools, digital platforms,
a n d  s u p p o r t i v e
community  that  these
resources  provide,
teachers can focus on
what  they  do  best:
inspiring  curiosity,
fos ter ing  c r i t i ca l
thinking, and preparing
students  for  college

and  career  success.
Whether  you  are  a
first-year  teacher  or  a
seasoned  veteran,
these  resources  offer
the tools  you need to
help  your  students
master  the  dismal
science  and  excel  on
the AP exam.


