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UNLOCK YOUR FUTURE: A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO
THE PARKLAND COLLEGE GED PROGRAM

For many individuals, the decision to pursue a General
Educational Development (GED) credential marks a pivotal
turning point. Whether due to life circumstances, financial
pressures, or personal challenges, not everyone follows a
traditional high school path. However, the desire to advance,
build a career, or pursue higher education remains strong. This is
where the Parkland College GED Program steps in as a
beacon of opportunity. Located in Champaign, lllinois, Parkland
College has long been recognized for its commitment to
accessible, high-quality education. Its GED program is no
exception, offering a structured, supportive, and effective
pathway for adult learners to earn their high school equivalency
diploma. This comprehensive guide will walk you through
everything you need to know about the program, from enrollment
to exam preparation, and how it can transform your future.

Understanding the Need for
a GED

Before diving into the specifics of the Parkland College GED
Program, it is essential to understand the value of the GED itself.
The GED is not merely a test; it is a nationally recognized
credential that demonstrates the test-taker has academic skills
equivalent to a typical high school graduate. In today’s
competitive job market, a high school equivalency is often the
minimum requirement for entry-level positions, vocational
training programs, and college admissions. Without it, many
doors remain closed. The Parkland College GED Program is
designed to open those doors, providing adult learners with the
knowledge, confidence, and credentials needed to pursue their
goals.

What Makes the Parkland
College GED Program Stand
Out?

When choosing a place to prepare for the GED, learners need
more than just textbooks and practice tests. They need a
supportive environment, experienced instructors, and a
curriculum that adapts to their unique learning styles. The
Parkland College GED Program excels in all these areas. Here are
some of the key features that distinguish it from other options:

e Comprehensive Curriculum: The program covers all four
subjects tested on the GED: Mathematical Reasoning,
Reasoning Through Language Arts, Science, and Social
Studies. Each subject is taught with a focus on critical
thinking and real-world application.

e Experienced Instructors: Classes are led by certified
educators who specialize in adult education. These
instructors understand the unique challenges adult learners

face, including balancing work, family, and study time.

* Flexible Scheduling: Recognizing that many students
have jobs and family responsibilities, the program offers
both day and evening classes. This flexibility allows
learners to fit their education into their busy lives.

» Cost-Effective: Compared to many private tutoring
services, the Parkland College GED Program is an
affordable option. Financial assistance may also be
available for those who qualify.

* Support Services: Beyond test preparation, Parkland
College offers academic advising, career counseling, and
access to college resources. This holistic support helps
students transition smoothly from earning their GED to
pursuing further education or employment.

Who Can Enroll in the
Program?

The Parkland College GED Program is designed for adult learners
who are at least 16 years old and are not currently enrolled in a
traditional high school. For students under 18, additional
requirements may apply, such as obtaining permission from a
parent or guardian and providing documentation of withdrawal
from high school. The program welcomes individuals from all
backgrounds, including those who have been out of school for
many years and may feel anxious about returning to an academic
setting. The staff at Parkland College are trained to help students
overcome these anxieties and build the confidence needed to
succeed.

The Enrollment Process: A
Step-by-Step Guide

Getting started with the Parkland College GED Program is a
straightforward process. Here is what you can expect:

1. Attend an Orientation Session: The first step is to
attend a free orientation session. During orientation, you
will learn about the program structure, expectations, and
resources available. You will also have the opportunity to
ask questions and meet some of the instructors.

2. Complete a Placement Test: The College uses a
placement test to assess your current skill levels in reading,
writing, and math. This is not a pass-or-fail test; rather, it
helps the instructors understand your strengths and areas
that need improvement. Based on the results, you will be
placed in the appropriate class level.

3. Register for Classes: After orientation and placement
testing, you can register for classes. The registration
process is simple, and staff members are available to assist
you with any paperwork.

4. Begin Your Journey: Once enrolled, you will attend
classes on a regular schedule. The program is self-paced to
some extent, allowing you to progress as you master the
material.
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What to Expect in the
Classroom

The learning environment in the Parkland College GED Program is
supportive and collaborative. Classes are small, allowing for
individualized attention. Instructors use a variety of teaching
methods, including direct instruction, group activities, and hands-
on projects. Technology is also integrated into the curriculum,
with access to online resources and practice tests. Students are
encouraged to ask questions, seek help when needed, and
support one another. Many students find that the sense of
community in the program is one of its greatest strengths.

Preparing for the GED
Exam

The ultimate goal of the program is to prepare students to pass
the GED exam. The exam consists of four separate tests, each of
which can be taken individually. Students must score a minimum
of 145 on each test to pass. The Parkland College GED Program
uses a variety of strategies to prepare students:

o Skill-Building Lessons: Each subject is broken down into
manageable units. Instructors focus on building
foundational skills before moving on to more complex
concepts.

* Practice Tests: Regular practice tests help students
become familiar with the format and timing of the real
exam. They also help identify areas that need further
study.

* Test-Taking Strategies: The program teaches valuable
test-taking strategies, such as time management, process
of elimination, and how to approach different question
types.

¢ One-on-One Tutoring: For students who need extra help,
tutoring sessions are available. These sessions are tailored
to the individual’s specific needs and learning style.

Success Stories: Real
People, Real Results

One of the most inspiring aspects of the Parkland College GED
Program is the success stories of its graduates. Take Maria, for
example. Maria dropped out of high school at 16 to help support
her family. For years, she worked low-wage jobs with no
opportunity for advancement. At 28, she decided to enroll in the
GED program at Parkland College. With the support of her
instructors and fellow students, she passed her GED exam in just
six months. She then enrolled in Parkland College’s nursing
program and is now a licensed practical nurse. Stories like
Maria’s are common at Parkland College, where the GED program
serves as a launching pad for brighter futures.

Beyond the GED: What
Comes Next?

Earning your GED is a significant achievement, but it is often just
the beginning. The Parkland College GED Program is designed to

help students transition to the next phase of their lives. Many
graduates choose to continue their education at Parkland College,
enrolling in certificate programs, associate degree programs, or
transfer pathways to four-year universities. Others use their GED
to qualify for better jobs, promotions, or vocational training. The
College’s career services department is available to help students
with resume writing, job searching, and interview preparation.
The goal is not just to help students pass a test but to equip them
with the skills and confidence to build a successful future.

Frequently Asked Questions
About the Program

How long does it take to complete the Parkland College
GED Program?

The duration varies depending on your starting skill level and how
much time you can dedicate to study. Some students complete
the program in a few months, while others may take a year or
more. The self-paced nature of the program allows you to
progress at your own speed.

Is the program free?

While there may be some costs associated with the program,
Parkland College strives to keep it affordable. Financial assistance
and scholarships may be available for eligible students. It is best
to contact the College directly for current fee information.

Do | need to take all four GED tests at once?

No. You can take the tests one at a time. Many students prefer to
take them individually to focus on one subject at a time. The
Parkland College GED Program will help you prepare for each test
and schedule them when you are ready.

What if | do not pass a test?

If you do not pass a test on your first attempt, you can retake it.
The program provides additional support and resources to help
you improve your score. Retake policies vary by state, but
Parkland College will guide you through the process.

Can | take classes online?

Parkland College offers both in-person and online options for its
GED program. The online option provides flexibility for students
who cannot attend classes on campus. However, in-person
classes offer the benefit of face-to-face interaction and
immediate support from instructors.

Tips for Success in the
Parkland College GED

Program

Enrolling in the GED program is a courageous step. To make the
most of your experience, consider the following tips:

e Set a schedule: Treat your study time like any other
important appointment. Consistency is key to making
progress.

¢ Use all available resources: Take advantage of tutoring,
practice tests, and online materials. The more you engage
with the material, the more confident you will become.

e Connect with other students: Form study groups or
simply encourage one another. Having a support system
can make a big difference.

¢ Be patient with yourself: Learning takes time, especially
if you have been out of school for a while. Celebrate small
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victories along the way.

e Ask for help when you need it: Instructors at Parkland
College are there to help you succeed. Do not hesitate to
reach out if you are struggling with a concept or feeling
discouraged.

The Impact of the Parkland
College GED Program on
the Community

The Parkland College GED Program does more than help
individuals; it strengthens the entire community. By increasing
educational attainment, the program contributes to a more
skilled workforce, higher earning potential for residents, and
reduced poverty rates. Employers in the region benefit from a

pool of qualified candidates who are ready to work and
contribute. Furthermore, many GED graduates become role
models for their families, inspiring children and siblings to
prioritize education. The ripple effect of one person earning their
GED can be profound and far-reaching.

CONCLUSION: YOUR FUTURE STARTS HERE

The Parkland College GED Program represents a second chance,
but it is so much more than that. It is a structured, supportive,
and empowering pathway to a better life. Whether your goal is to
advance in your career, pursue higher education, or simply prove
to yourself that you can achieve something great, this program
provides the tools and guidance you need. The journey may
require hard work and dedication, but the reward is a credential
that opens doors and a newfound confidence that carries you
forward. If you are ready to take the next step, Parkland College
is ready to walk with you. Your future starts today.



