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INTRODUCTION: A SPOOKY
ADVENTURE IN TREETOPOLIS

For  young  readers  who  love  a  gentle
thrill, the Owl Diaries series by Rebecca
Elliott  delivers  the  perfect  blend  of
friendship, daily life, and mild suspense.
In  the fourteenth book of  the beloved
early  chapter  book  series,  titled  Eva
Sees  A  Ghost,  our  favorite  owl,  Eva
Wingdale,  finds  herself  confronting
something  she  has  never  encountered
before: a ghostly visitor. This installment
not  only  captivates  children  with  its
easy-to-read  diary  format  but  also
introduces them to the emotions of fear,
curiosity,  and  courage.  Whether  your
child  is  already a  fan  of  Eva  and her
friends or is just discovering Treetopolis,
Owl Diaries Eva Sees A Ghost offers a
rewarding  reading  experience  that
supports  literacy  development  and
emotional  growth.
In  this  comprehensive  article,  we  will
explore  the  plot,  characters,  themes,
and  educational  value  of  this  popular
children's book. We'll  also discuss why
the series has become a favorite among
ear ly  readers  and  how  i t  gent ly
addresses  common  childhood  fears.
Let's dive into the world of Eva Wingdale
and see what makes her encounter with
a ghost so memorable.

ABOUT THE OWL DIARIES SERIES

Before we examine Eva Sees A Ghost,
it is helpful to understand the series that

has  charmed  thousands  of  beginning
readers. The Owl Diaries series is written
and illustrated by Rebecca Elliott,  with
each  book  following  Eva  Wingdale,  a
cute  and  energetic  owl  who  loves  to
write  in  her  diary.  The  books  are
designed  for  children  aged  5  to  7,
typically in kindergarten through second
grade.  They  are  presented  in  a  diary
format with colorful illustrations, speech
bubbles, and a font that is friendly and
easy to read.
Each  story  revolves  around  Eva's
adventures at  school,  her  relationships
with  her  best  friend  Lucy,  and  her
interact ions  wi th  other  an imal
characters. The series is notable for its
positive  messages  about  kindness,
problem-solving,  and  embracing
differences.  The  books  also  include  a
glossary of challenging words at the end,
making  them  a  wonderful  tool  for
vocabulary  building.  Owl  Diaries  Eva
Sees A Ghost is the fourteenth entry in
the series and was published in 2020.

What Makes This
Book Special?
While most Owl Diaries books focus on
everyday school life, parties, or holidays,
Eva Sees A Ghost introduces a slight
twist: a supernatural element. The idea
of  a  ghost  can  be  both  exciting  and
scary for young readers. Elliott handles
the topic  with sensitivity,  ensuring the
"ghost"  turns  out  to  be  something
unexpected,  thereby teaching a gentle
lesson  about  jumping  to  conclusions.
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This  book  stands  out  because  i t
addresses fear and curiosity in a safe,
reassuring way.

PLOT SUMMARY OF OWL DIARIES
EVA SEES A GHOST

Without giving away too many spoilers,
here  is  an  overview of  the  story.  The
book opens with Eva Wingdale sitting in
her treehouse, writing in her diary about
her day. Everything seems normal until
she  notices  something  strange:  a
glowing,  transparent  figure  fluttering
near  her  window.  Eva  is  startled  and
immediately  believes  she  has  seen  a
ghost. She tells her best friend Lucy, and
soon the whole school  is  buzzing with
ghost rumors.
Eva’s fear grows as she tries to avoid the
ghost, but her curiosity eventually gets
the better of her. With the help of her
friends and her teacher, she decides to
investigate the mystery. They set up a
stakeout,  use  flashlights,  and  even
create  a  "ghost  trap."  Throughout  the
investigation, Eva learns that things are
not  always  what  they  seem.  The
resolution  is  heartwarming  and  clever,
proving  that  the  "ghost"  was  actually
something  benign  and  beautiful.  This
p lot  tw is t  he lps  young  readers
understand that fear often comes from
the unknown, and that asking questions
is the best way to overcome it.

Key Characters
in the Story

Eva Wingdale: The protagonist, a
creative and slightly anxious owl
who loves art and writing.
Lucy Beakman: Eva’s best friend,
who is supportive and always

ready for an adventure.
Mrs. Featherbottom: The wise
and patient teacher who
encourages Eva to use logic.
Hailey: Another friend who
sometimes teases Eva but
ultimately helps solve the mystery.
The "Ghost": A mysterious figure
that turns out to be something
surprising — we'll let readers
discover that themselves!

THEMES AND LESSONS IN EVA
SEES A GHOST

Like all books in the Owl Diaries series,
Eva  Sees  A  Ghost  is  packed  with
valuable  themes  that  resonate  with
young  children.  The  primary  theme  is
overcoming  fear.  Eva  initially  feels
terrified,  but  by  facing  her  fear  and
investigating, she transforms her panic
into understanding. This is an important
lesson for children who may be scared of
the  dark,  thunderstorms,  or  imaginary
monsters.
Another  theme  is  friendship  and
teamwork.  Eva  does  not  solve  the
mystery alone; she leans on her friends
and teacher. The book emphasizes that
asking for help is not a sign of weakness
but  rather  a  smart  strategy.  This
encourages  children  to  communicate
their  fears  to  trusted  adults  and  peers.
Additionally,  the  book  touches  on
cr i t i ca l  th ink ing .  I n s tead  o f
immediately  believing  in  a  ghost,  Eva
and her friends gather evidence, make
observations, and test hypotheses. This
introduction  to  the  scientific  method  is
subtle  but  effective,  planting  seeds  of
logical  reasoning  in  young minds.  The
story  also  promotes  empathy,  as  the
resolution reveals that the "ghost" had
its  own  story,  teaching  children  to
consider  others'  perspectives.
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How the Book
Handles the
Supernatural for
Young Kids
Parents  often  worry  about  introducing
ghost  stories  to  young  children.  Owl
Diaries Eva Sees A Ghost is designed
to  be  fun ,  not  f r ighten ing .  The
illustrations are bright and cheerful; the
ghost is depicted as a wispy, almost cute
shape. There are no jump scares or dark
imagery.  The language is  lighthearted,
and  Eva's  reactions  are  more  comical
than scary. The book reassures children
that  ghosts are not  real,  and that  the
"ghost" in the story is simply a case of
mistaken  identity.  This  makes  it  an
excellent choice for children who are just
beginning  to  explore  spooky  stories
without  being  overwhelmed.

EDUCATIONAL AND
DEVELOPMENTAL BENEFITS

Beyond its engaging story, Eva Sees A
Ghost  offers  several  benefits  for  early
readers. The diary format helps children
understand narrative structure, point of
view,  and  the  expression  of  personal
thoughts. The text is interspersed with
illustrations that support comprehension,
making it ideal for emerging readers who
need  visual  cues.  The  vocabulary
glossary  at  the  end  introduces  new
words like "investigate," "evidence," and
"ghostly,"  which  expands  a  child's
lexicon.
Moreover,  the book can be used as a
springboard  for  discussions  about
emotions. Parents and teachers can ask

questions like: "How did Eva feel when
she saw the ghost? What did she do to
feel better? Have you ever been scared
of  something  that  turned  out  to  be
harmless?"  Such  conversations  nurture
emotional  intelligence  and  resilience.
The  book  also  encourages  children  to
write their own diaries or draw pictures
of their own "ghost" stories, promoting
creative expression.

Reading Level
and Accessibility
The  Owl  Diaries  series  is  classified  as  a
level  5 early  reader,  meaning it  is  for
children  who  are  building  reading
confidence. The sentences are short, the
vocabulary  is  controlled,  and  the
chapters are brief. Eva Sees A Ghost
has 80 pages with large print and plenty
of white space. AR (Accelerated Reader)
level is approximately 2.6, and the Lexile
measure is around 500L. This makes it
accessible  for  children  who  have
recently transitioned from picture books
to chapter books.

WHY YOUNG READERS LOVE THIS
BOOK

Children are drawn to  the Owl  Diaries
series  because  of  Eva's  relatable
personality.  She  makes  mistakes,  gets
scared,  but  always  learns  something
new. In Eva Sees A Ghost, the mystery
element adds excitement. The idea of a
"ghost"  is  intriguing,  and  the  twist
ending  is  satisfying.  The  colorful
illustrations  by  Rebecca  Elliott  capture
Eva's  expressive  face  and  the  cozy
treehouse setting. Many young readers
report reading the book multiple times
and  even  acting  out  the  scenes  with
friends.
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Addit ional ly ,  the  book  includes
interactive elements like speech bubbles
that mimic a comic style, which keeps
less  confident  readers  engaged.  The
short chapters make it easy to read one
chapter each night, making it a perfect
bedtime story for children who enjoy a
little suspense.

Comparison to
Other Books in
the Series
If you are new to the series, you might
wonder  if  Eva Sees A Ghost  can be
read as a standalone. The answer is yes;
each  book  has  a  self-contained  story.
However,  children  who  have  read
previous books will enjoy seeing familiar
characters  and  inside  jokes.  The  book
does not rely heavily on prior knowledge,
so it  works well  for new readers. Fans
often mention that this book is one of
the  most  memorable  because  of  its
unique plot. Others in the series focus on
holidays,  school  projects,  or  friendship
conflicts,  but  the  ghost  mystery  adds  a
refreshing change of pace.

HOW PARENTS AND TEACHERS
CAN USE THIS BOOK

Owl Diaries Eva Sees A Ghost is an
excellent  resource  for  classroom read-
alouds.  Teachers  can use  the  book to
teach prediction skills. Before the reveal,
ask students what they think the ghost
is .  They  can  wr i te  or  draw  their
predictions, then compare them to the
actual  ending.  This  activity  enhances
engagement  and  critical  thinking.
Additionally, the book can be paired with
a simple science lesson about shadows,
light,  and  reflections,  since  the  ghost  is

later explained by natural phenomena.
For parents, reading this book together
can be a bonding experience. It provides
a safe way to talk about fears without
being  too  intense.  You  can  ask  your
child:  "What  would you do if  you saw
something strange?" or "Have you ever
been scared of a shadow?" This opens
the door to conversations about coping
strategies, like turning on a nightlight or
checking out the source of a sound.

Discussion
Questions for
Reading
Comprehension

Why does Eva think she sees a1.
ghost at first?
How do Eva’s friends react when2.
she tells them about the ghost?
What steps does Eva take to3.
investigate the mystery?
Who helps Eva solve the problem?4.
What does Eva learn about fear by5.
the end of the story?
Why is it important to look for6.
evidence before believing
something?

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND
AWARDS

The Owl Diaries series as a whole has
received  posi t ive  reviews  f rom
educators, librarians, and parents. It has
been  praised  for  its  ability  to  hook
reluctant  readers,  especially  girls  who
enjoy diary-style narratives. Eva Sees A
Ghost holds a high rating on Goodreads
and  Amazon,  with  many  reviewers
noting  that  it  is  a  favorite  among
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children aged 5-7.  The book's  success
lies in its balance of humor, warmth, and
just a touch of mystery. While it hasn't
won major literary awards, it is a staple
in many elementary school libraries and
is  often  recommended  by  reading
specialists.

CONCLUSION: A GENTLE GHOST
STORY FOR GROWING READERS

Owl Diaries Eva Sees A Ghost  is  a
delightful addition to the world of early
chapter books. It manages to be spooky
without being scary, educational without
being preachy, and entertaining without
being  shallow.  Through  Eva's  eyes,
children learn that facing their fears with
curiosity and help from friends can turn
a  frightful  experience  into  an  exciting

adventure .  The  book 's  v ibrant
illustrations,  accessible  language,  and
meaningful themes make it a must-read
for any young reader who enjoys a good
mystery with a heartwarming resolution.
Whether you are a parent,  teacher,  or
caregiver, adding this book to a child's
library is a wise choice. After all, every
chi ld  deserves  to  d iscover  that
sometimes,  ghosts  are  just  friendly
creatures  wearing  a  disguise.
So, if your little one is ready for a story
that  will  make them laugh,  think,  and
maybe even want to write in their own
diary,  pick  up a  copy of  Owl Diaries
Eva  Sees  A  Ghost.  It’s  a  reading
experience  they  will  cherish—and  one
that might even help them see the world
a little less fearfully.


