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INTRODUCTION TO A CULT
PHENOMENON

I n  the  sp raw l ing  l andscape  o f
independent  comics  and  underground
zine culture,  few works have achieved
the  peculiar,  enduring  cult  status  of
Henry  And  Glenn  Forever.  At  first
glance, the premise seems like an inside
joke shared among a small circle of punk
rock enthusiasts: what if Henry Rollins,
the iconic frontman of Black Flag and a
paragon  of  hardcore  intensity,  and
Glenn  Danz ig ,  t h e  b r o o d i n g
mastermind  of  the  Misfits  and  Samhain,
were  not  bitter  rivals  but  a  deeply
affectionate,  married  couple?  This
simple, absurd, and surprisingly tender
concept has spawned a series of comics,
zines,  and  even  a  musical  that  has
delighted and bewildered audiences for
over  a  decade.  Henry  And  Glenn
Forever is more than just a parody; it is
a  loving  deconstruct ion  of  punk
masculinity, a testament to the power of
fan  creativity,  and  a  genuinely  funny
exploration  of  domestic  bliss  between
two of alternative music's most serious
figures.  This  article  will  delve  into  the
origins, the humor, the creators, and the
lasting  cultural  impact  of  this  unique
piece of pop culture ephemera.

THE GENESIS OF A PUNK LOVE
STORY

The Creators and
Their Vision
The  wor ld  of  Henry  And  Glenn
Forever  was  brought  to  life  by  the
creative  duo  of  Tom  Card  and  TC
Harris .  What  began  as  a  simple,
photocopied zine shared among friends
quickly evolved into a phenomenon that
would  be  published  by  Microcosm
Publishing.  The  initial  spark  for  the
comic was not born out of mockery, but
out  of  a  genuine  sense  of  playful
affection  for  the  two  musicians  and  the
stark contrast in their  public personas.
Card  and  Harris  recognized  that  the
hyper-masculine, aggressive posturing of
both  Rollins  and  Danzig  created  a
perfect  comedic  canvas.  By  placing
these two titans of punk in a mundane,
domestic  setting—complete  with  lawn
care, grocery shopping, and cuddling on
the  couch—they  created  a  delightful
tension  between  the  characters'
hardened  exteriors  and  their  soft,
romantic  interiors.

From Zine to
Published
Sensation
The early issues of Henry And Glenn
Forever  were  raw,  lo-fi,  and
quintessentially  DIY.  They  circulated
through the tight-knit  network of  punk
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zine  distros  and  record  stores.  The
humor was immediate and infectious. As
word spread, the zine gained a following
that extended far beyond the niche of
hardcore punk fans. The demand grew
large enough that Microcosm Publishing
collected the early stories into a proper
book. The series has since expanded into
multiple  volumes,  each  one  refining  the
art style and deepening the mythology
of Henry and Glenn's suburban life. The
transition from a free photocopied zine
to a commercially  published book is  a
classic  story  of  grassroots  success,
proving that a genuinely funny and well-
crafted  idea  can  find  a  dedicated
audience,  no  matter  how  strange  the
premise.

EXPLORING THE CHARACTERS
AND THEIR WORLD

Henry Rollins as
the Domestic
Rock
In  the  world  of  Henry  And  Glenn
Forever, Henry is portrayed as the more
emotionally  available  and  nurturing
partner. He is the one who tends to the
garden,  prepares  meals,  and  worries
about  G lenn's  wel l -be ing.  Th is
characterization  plays  humorously
against  Rollins'  real-life  reputation  for
intense discipline, spoken-word ferocity,
and  a  no-nonsense  attitude.  In  the
comic,  Henry's  trademark  intensity  is
channeled  into  household  chores  and
expressing  his  undying  love  for  his
grumpy husband. He is the heart of the
household,  constantly  trying to coax a
smile out of  Glenn or plan a romantic
evening. The comic even finds humor in

his physique, often showing him in tank
tops while doing yard work, a playful nod
to his iconic muscular build. His dialogue
often consists of earnest declarations of
love  juxtaposed  with  situations  that
require his characteristic brute strength,
like battling a demonic presence in their
backyard.

Glenn Danzig as
the Grumpy
Romantic
Glenn, on the other hand, is depicted as
the  moodier,  more  cynical  half  of  the
couple.  He  is  often  shown  scowling,
listening to his own music, or expressing
irritation at the world. This is a perfect
caricature of Danzig's well-known public
image  as  a  surly,  intimidating  figure.
However, the genius of the comic lies in
showing that this gruff exterior is merely
a shell.  Beneath it,  Glenn is  deeply in
love  with  Henry  and  is  secretly  a
hopeless  romantic.  He  may  complain
about  Henry's  enthusiasm,  but  he
consistently  shows  his  affection  through
his  own  unique,  often  sarcastic,
gestures. The visual of Glenn Danzig, in
his  signature  black  attire  and devilock
hairstyle, sipping tea in a cozy kitchen or
helping  Henry  fold  laundry  is  the
cornerstone of the comic's comedy. The
contrast  between  his  gothic,  horror-
infused  aesthetic  and  the  banality  of
suburban life is endlessly entertaining.

The Supporting
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Cast
The  wor ld  of  Henry  And  Glenn
Forever  is  populated  by  a  delightful
array  of  supporting  characters  drawn
from the punk and indie music  scene.
The  most  notable  is  their  nosy  and
supportive neighbor, a character based
on Davey Havok  of  AFI.  Davey often
pops  over  to  borrow  sugar  or  gossip
about  the  other  neighbors,  adding
another layer of absurdity. Other cameos
include  characters  based  on  Jello
Biafra ,  Ian  MacKaye ,  and  Rob
Halford, all woven into the fabric of this
strange suburban neighborhood.  These
appearances  are  never  mean-spirited;
they  are  affectionate  nods  to  the  larger
ecosystem of punk culture. The inclusion
of these real-life figures in such a surreal
setting reinforces the idea that  Henry
And Glenn Forever is a love letter to
the entire scene, not just its two main
protagonists.

THE HUMOR: SUBVERTING THE
HARDCORE PERSONA

The Power of
Absurdity and
Contrast
The primary engine of humor in Henry
And  Glenn  Forever  is  the  sheer
absurdity  of  the  premise.  The  comic
takes  two  figures  who  represent  the
zenith of tough-guy masculinity in punk
and places them in  the most  un-rock-
and-roll  setting  imaginable:  a  quiet,
suburban home. Watching Glenn Danzig
water plants or Henry Rollins fret over a
coupon is intrinsically funny because it

shatters  the  audience's  preconceived
notions. This humor is rooted in contrast.
The  darker,  more  gothic  elements  of
Glenn's  persona are  played for  laughs
when  juxtaposed  with  the  sunny,
cheerful  domesticity  of  Henry.  A
demonic  possession  in  the  house  is
treated  as  a  minor  inconvenience,  a
problem to be solved before dinner. This
consistent subversion of expectations is
what  keeps  the  comic  fresh  and
engaging,  even  after  reading  multiple
volumes.

Affectionate
Parody vs.
Mockery
It  is  crucial  to  understand that  Henry
And  Glenn  Forever  is  not  a  mean-
spirited attack on Henry Rollins or Glenn
Danzig.  It  is  an affectionate parody. The
creators have stated in interviews that
they are fans of both musicians and their
work. The humor comes from a place of
love  and  deep  familiarity  with  their
subjects.  This  is  what  separates  the
comic from simple mockery. By treating
the characters with a sense of warmth
and respect—even as they are placed in
ridiculous situations—the comic creates
a  world  that  feels,  paradoxically,  both
true to  its  source  material  and wholly
invented. The reader is never laughing
at  Rollins  or  Danzig  in  a  cruel  way;
instead, they are laughing at the joyous,
creative invention of  a universe where
these  two  icons  are  allowed  to  be
vulnerable, silly, and deeply in love.

CULTURAL IMPACT AND THE
"SLASH FICTION" CONNECTION



4

4 Henry And Glenn Forever 2023-03-07

A Literal
Interpretation of
Fan Fiction
Henry And Glenn Forever can be seen
as  the  most  literal,  professionally
executed  version  of  "slash  fiction,"  a
genre  of  fan  fiction  that  places  real
people  or  established  characters  in
romantic  or  sexual  relationships.  The
comic  takes  the  unspoken  "shipping"
that often occurs in fan communities and
brings  it  into  the  physical  world  with
artistic  legitimacy.  By  doing  so,  it
validates  the  creative  act  of  fan  fiction
while simultaneously poking gentle fun
at  its  tropes.  The  comic's  success
highlights a deep-seated desire among
fans  to  see  their  favorite  figures  break
out  of  their  rigid,  public  personas.  It
humanizes these larger-than-life  figures,
showing  that  even  the  toughest  punk
rockers  have  a  soft  side  reserved  for
their  special  someone.  This  meta-
commentary  on  fandom  itself  is  a
significant  part  of  the  comic's  appeal.

Influence on
Indie Comics and
Meme Culture
The  influence  of  Henry  And  Glenn
Forever  can  be  seen  in  the  broader
landscape of indie comics and internet
meme  culture.  Its  format—taking  two
serious icons and making them domestic
partners—is  a  template  that  has  been
replicated and remixed countless times
online. The comic is a precursor to the

sort  of  "crack"  shipping  and  absurdist
humor  that  dominates  platforms  like
Tumblr and Twitter. It demonstrated that
a  very  niche,  specific  joke  could  have
mainstream  appeal  if  executed  with
enough heart and skill. The imagery of
Henry and Glenn sharing a  blanket  or
arguing  about  the  thermostat  has
become an  enduring  meme in  certain
punk  and  alternative  circles.  It  has
inspired  fan  art,  cover  songs,  and  a
general  sense  of  creative  freedom
among fans who now feel empowered to
i m a g i n e  t h e i r  h e r o e s  i n  n e w ,
unconventional  scenarios.

KEY THEMES IN THE SERIES

Beyond the  surface-level  jokes,  Henry
And  Glenn  Forever  explores  several
recurring  themes  that  lend  the  series
emotional depth:

Unconditional Love: At its core,
this is a story about a committed,
loving relationship. Despite their
differences in temperament, Henry
and Glenn always support each
other. This positive representation
of a same-sex couple is handled
naturally and without fanfare,
treating their marriage as a
simple, accepted fact.
Domesticity as Rebellion: There
is an underlying theme that finding
happiness in a quiet, domestic life
is itself a form of rebellion against
the chaotic, destructive
stereotypes of punk rock. Henry
and Glenn have found peace, and
that is the ultimate punchline and
the ultimate victory.
Friendship and Community:
Their interactions with neighbors
like Davey Havok show a
supportive, if bizarre, community.
The comic emphasizes the
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importance of friendship and
looking out for one another, a
value deeply embedded in the DIY
punk ethic.
Embracing the Absurd: The
comic encourages readers not to
take life, or themselves, too
seriously. The willingness to laugh
at the idols of one's youth is a sign
of a healthy, self-aware fandom.

THE ARTISTIC EVOLUTION

The  art  style  of  Henry  And  Glenn
Forever  has  evolved  significantly  over
the years. Early issues featured a more
rudimentary,  sketchy  style  that  fit  the
zine  aesthetic  perfectly.  As  the  series
progressed, the artwork became cleaner,
more detailed, and more expressive. The
characters'  designs  became  more
refined,  with  Henry's  earnest  smile  and
Glenn's  perpetual  scowl  becoming
instantly  recognizable.  This  evolution
demonstrates the creators' commitment
to their craft and their desire to improve
the reading experience. The use of black
and white art, with occasional splashes
of color for special editions, maintains a
connection  to  the  comic's  punk  roots
while  allowing  for  greater  clarity  in
humor  and  storytelling.  The  visual
gags—like  Glenn's  pet  tarantula  or
Henry's  gym  equipment  in  the  living
room—are  well-integrated  into  the
panels,  rewarding  careful  readers  with
small, delightful details.

HOW TO DIVE INTO THE WORLD
OF HENRY AND GLENN

If  you  are  new to  Henry And Glenn
Forever,  there  are  several  ways  to
explore this unique universe:

Start with the Collected1.
Editions: Microcosm Publishing
has released collected volumes
that gather the early zine issues
into a coherent book. This is the
best way to experience the origin
story of their relationship.
Seek Out the Single Issues: For2.
collectors, tracking down the
original photocopied zines is a
treasure hunt. They are a piece of
punk history and often contain
bonus material not found in the
collected editions.
Listen to the Concept Album: A3.
musical adaptation titled "Henry
and Glenn Forever: The Musical"
was released, featuring original
songs that expand on the comic's
stories and characters. It is a
hilarious and surprisingly catchy
companion piece.
Engage with the Online4.
Community: Fans of the series
are active on various social media
platforms and forums. Engaging
with this community can lead you
to fan art, discussion, and even
rare finds for your collection.
Check Your Local Comic5.


