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INTRODUCTION:
THE EVOLVING
LANDSCAPE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA
OBITUARIES

Obituaries  have  long
served as a vital record
of  l i fe ,  death,  and
community  in  South
Carolina.  From  the
Lowcountry  to  the
Upstate,  these notices
do  more  than  simply
announce a passing —
t h e y  c a p t u r e  a
person’s story, legacy,
and the ties that bind
families  together.  In
today’s  digital  age,

searching  for  these
records  has  become
both  easier  and  more
nuanced.  A  specific
search  query  like  Sc
State  Obits  Caus
2sso14  Carbolite
might appear cryptic at
first  glance,  yet  it
illustrates exactly  how
modern  genealogists,
researchers, and family
members navigate the
vast archives of death
notices.  Understanding
each  component  of
such  a  keyword  can
unlock  the  precise
o b i t u a r y  y o u  a r e
seeking,  especially
when  deal ing  with
unique  identifiers  tied
t o  a  p e r s o n ’ s
profession,  a cause of
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death,  or  a  piece  of
equipment that defined
their life's work.
Sou th  Ca ro l i na ’ s
obituary  landscape  is
r i ch  w i th  h i s to ry ,
covering  decades  of
births,  deaths,  and all
the  accomplishments
i n  be tween .  W i th
archives now spanning
onl ine  databases,
newspaper  libraries,
and state repositories,
knowing  how  to  refine
y o u r  s e a r c h  w i t h
specific  terms  like  Sc
State  Obits  Caus
2sso14 Carbolite can
save hours of scrolling.
In  this  article,  we will
explore  the  meaning
behind  such  a  search
string,  offer  guidance
on  locating  obituaries
in South Carolina, and
show  how  references
to industrial equipment
like  a  Carbolite  oven
can appear in the most
personal of records.

THE ROLE OF
OBITUARIES IN
SOUTH CAROLINA
HISTORY AND
CULTURE

South  Carolina  has  a
deep  t rad i t i on  o f
honoring the deceased
th rough  de ta i l ed
obituaries.  In  small
towns like Walterboro,
Florence,  or  Beaufort,
local newspapers once
devoted entire columns
to  l i fe  stor ies  that
inc luded  mi l i ta ry
s e r v i c e ,  c h u r c h
affiliations,  and  even
the tools of a person’s
trade. These obituaries
are primary sources for
historians and families
alike.  They  document
not  only  names  and
dates  but  also  clues
about social structures,
migration patterns, and
economic  activities  —
such  as  textile  work,
a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d
manufacturing.
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Today ,  the  Sou th
Carolina  State  Library
and  many  coun ty
repositories  maintain
digital  indexes  that
allow  users  to  search
by  name,  date,  and
even by keywords that
appear  in  the  text.
When  you  en te r  a
phrase  like  Sc  State
Obits  Caus  2sso14
Carbolite,  you  are
essentially  asking  the
d a t a b a s e  t o  p u l l
records  where  those
specific  terms  co-
occur .  The  "Caus"
element might refer to
"cause  of  death"  —
m a n y  o b i t u a r i e s
include a brief medical
note.  "2sso14"  could
be  a  part  number,  a
catalog  reference,  or
even  a  serial  number
for  an  item that  held
sentimental value. And
"Carbolite"  is  a  well-
known manufacturer of
laboratory  furnaces,
ovens,  and  industrial

heating  equipment.
Together,  they form a
unique  fingerprint  for
an  obituary  that  may
belong  to  a  scientist,
engineer, or craftsman
whose  life  revolved
around  precision  heat
treatment or materials
testing.

DECODING
OBITUARY SEARCH
TERMS: WHAT
DOES "SC STATE
OBITS CAUS
2SSO14
CARBOLITE"
MEAN?

Let’s  break  down  the
compound keyword Sc
State  Obits  Caus
2sso14 Carbolite into
its  logical  parts  to
understand  how  i t
functions in a search.

Sc State Obits
— This is a
common
shorthand for
South Carolina
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state obituaries.
Many online
portals, such as
those run by the
South Carolina
Department of
Archives and
History or third-
party genealogy
sites, use "SC
State Obits" as a
category or filter.
Caus — Most
often an
abbreviation for
"cause." In
obituaries, the
cause of death is
sometimes
stated (e.g.,
"cancer," "heart
failure") but can
also be included
in a more coded
manner. "Caus"
might also
appear as part of
a legal or
medical
document linked
to the death
record.

2sso14 — This
alphanumeric
string is less
common in
typical obituary
text. It could be a
model number
for a Carbolite
product (e.g., a
specific tube
furnace or oven
model like the
"2SSO14" from
the Carbolite
Gero range).
Such a number
might be
mentioned in an
obituary that
describes the
deceased’s work
equipment,
patents, or
lifelong
association with
a particular
machine.
Carbolite — A
globally
recognized brand
of thermal
processing
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equipment,
especially used
in laboratories
and industrial
settings. An
obituary
mentioning
Carbolite likely
refers to a
person who
worked as a lab
technician, a
ceramics
engineer, a
materials
scientist, or a
metalworker.
Carbolite
furnaces are
often custom-
built, and a
model number
like 2sso14 could
be a specific
configuration
tied to a
research project
or a company.

Putting it  all  together,
a search for Sc State
Obits  Caus  2sso14
Carbolite  might  be

trying  to  locate  an
o b i t u a r y  f o r  a n
individual  in  South
Carolina  whose  death
was  linked  (perhaps
c a u s a l l y )  t o  a n
accident  involving  a
Carbolite  furnace,  or
w h o s e  l i f e  w o r k
involved  that  exact
model. Alternatively, it
could be a genealogist
searching for a person
whose  obituary  listed
the equipment as part
of  their  biographical
details.  Understanding
these  components
helps refine the hunt.

HOW TO SEARCH
FOR OBITUARIES
IN SOUTH
CAROLINA USING
SPECIFIC
KEYWORDS

When you need to find
a n  o b i t u a r y  t h a t
includes  a  technical
term  like  Carbolite
along  with  a  model
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number, the traditional
name-based  search
may  not  be  enough.
Here  are  pract ical
steps  to  fol low:

Use state-1.
specific
obituary
databases.
Websites like SC
State Library’s
digital
collections, the
South Carolina
Obituary Project,
and local
newspaper
archives (e.g.,
The Post and
Courier, The
State) allow
advanced search
with Boolean
operators. Type
in "Carbolite"
AND "obituary"
and then narrow
by county.
Include the2.
model number
with and
without

spaces. Try
"2sso14",
"2SSO14", or
"2SSO-14".
Sometimes the
number is
hyphenated or
appears in all
caps. The more
variations you
test, the better
your chances.
Search for the3.
cause of death.
If "Caus" refers
to cause,
combine it with
the model or the
brand. For
instance: "cause
of death" AND
"Carbolite". This
is especially
useful if the
obituary
mentions an
industrial
accident or a
workplace
incident.
Use quotation4.
marks for exact
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phrases. If the
term appears
exactly as "Sc
State Obits Caus
2sso14
Carbolite" in
some index,
wrap it in quotes.
However, in most
cases the
elements are
separate, so use
individual search
terms.
Check5.
newspaper
archives from
the 1980s
through the
2000s. Carbolite
equipment has
been in use for
decades, so an
obituary from the
1990s might
mention the
specific furnace
the deceased
operated or
maintained.

Remember  that  many
older  obituaries  are

scanned  PDFs ,  so
opt ica l  character
recognit ion  (OCR)
errors  can  alter  the
text.  "Carbolite" might
become "Carbohte"  or
"Carbolife".  "2sso14"
could read as "2sso14"
o r  " 2 S S O 1 4 " .  B e
flexible  and  try
wildcard  characters
like  "Carbol*"  if  the
database  supports
them.

THE INTERSECTION
OF INDUSTRIAL
EQUIPMENT AND
PERSONAL
LEGACIES:
CARBOLITE IN
OBITUARIES

It might seem unusual
for a brand of industrial
furnaces  to  appear  in
an  obituary,  but  for
m a n y  S o u t h
Carolinians,  their  work
identity  is  inseparable
from  the  tools  they
used. The state has a
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s t rong  indus t r i a l
history — from textiles
a n d  a u t o m o t i v e
manufactur ing  to
r e s e a r c h  l a b s  a t
C l e m s o n  a n d  t h e
University  of  South
Carolina.  Carbolite
ovens  are  commonly
found in quality control
labs,  ceramic  studios,
and  metal lurg ica l
facilities.  An  obituary
f o r  a  r e t i r e d  l a b
manager might proudly
state:  "He was known
for  his  expertise  with
the  Carbolite  2SSO14
furnace,  which  he
c a l i b r a t e d  e v e r y
morning for 30 years."
When  you  search  for
Sc State Obits Caus
2sso14  Carbolite,
you  are  likely  looking
for a specific individual
who  had  a  notable
connect ion  to  this
equipment.  Perhaps
the  cause  of  death
involved  a  workplace
inc ident  w i th  the

furnace  —  obituaries
sometimes  mention
"died  in  an  industrial
accident  at  the  plant,
involving  a  Carbolite
oven."  Such  records
become  crucial  for
occupational  health
studies and for families
s e e k i n g  c l o s u r e .
Alternat ively,  the
obituary could be for a
person  who  donated
t h e  f u r n a c e  t o  a
museum  or  passed  it
down as an heirloom.
Carbolite  itself,  now
part  of  the  Carbolite
Gero group, has a long
history dating back to
the 1930s in  England,
but  its  equipment  is
u s e d  w o r l d w i d e .
F i n d i n g  a  S o u t h
Carolina  obituary  that
references  a  specific
model like the 2sso14
reveals  a  microhistory
of  technology  transfer
and labor. It highlights
h o w  a  p i e c e  o f
machinery can become
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a  c h a r a c t e r  i n
someone’s life story.

UNDERSTANDING
COMMON
ABBREVIATIONS
AND CODES IN
OBITUARY
LISTINGS

O b i t u a r i e s  o f t e n
contain  abbreviations
t h a t  c a n  c o n f u s e
searchers.  Here  are
s o m e  t h a t  m i g h t
appear  alongside  Sc
State  Obits  Caus
2sso14  Carbolite :

Caus. — Cause
(of death).
Sometimes
written as "Caus:
heart attack" or
"Caus: accident."
Obit. —
Obituary.
2sso14 — This
sequence is
almost certainly
an alphanumeric
code, possibly a
part number or a

custom order
code from
Carbolite’s
catalog. In the
context of a
death notice, it
could be the
model of a
device that the
deceased
invented or
repaired.
SC — South
Carolina, often
used in headers
or database
fields.
State Obits — A
collection of
obituaries from
state-wide
sources, as
opposed to a
single
newspaper.

When you encounter a
string like the keyword,
treat it as a metadata
tag .  Some  on l i ne
obituary  repositories
allow users to add tags
or keywords to records.
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A  w e l l - m e a n i n g
genealogist might have
added  "Caus  2sso14
Carbolite" as a note to
help  others  find  the
record.  Understanding
this  system can make
your search faster.

TIPS FOR FINDING
THE RIGHT

OBITUARY AMONG
THOUSANDS

Searching for a needle
in a haystack of South
Carolina  obituaries
requires strategy. Here
are  advanced  tips  to
locate  the  record
associated  with  Sc
State  Obits  Caus
2sso14


