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REDISCOVER THE JOY OF
PUZZLES WITH MERL REAGLES
SUNDAY CROSSWORD FREE
PRINTABLE

There  is  a  certain  magic  to  a  Sunday
morning—coffee  steaming,  quiet
stillness  in  the  air,  and  the  satisfying
challenge of  a  large crossword puzzle.
For decades, the Sunday crossword has

been a  cherished ritual  for  millions  of
solvers.  Among  the  most  beloved
constructors  of  these  weekend  brain
teasers is the late, great Merl Reagle. His
puzzles, known for their clever wordplay,
sharp  humor,  and  fair  but  challenging
clues,  have  become  iconic.  Today,
thanks to the digital age, you can still
access  a  Merl  Reagles  Sunday
Crossword  free  printable  version,
allowing  you  to  enjoy  his  brill iant
construction  on  paper,  anytime  and

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 Merl Reagles Sunday Crossword Free Printable 2023-09-27

anywhere.  This  guide  explores  the
legacy of Merl Reagle, the lasting appeal
of his Sunday puzzles, and how you can
find  and  make  the  most  of  these  free
printable  treasures.

WHO WAS MERL REAGLE?

Merl  Reagle  (1950–2015)  was  a
legendary  Amer ican  crossword
constructor. He was a regular contributor
to The New York Times and, notably, the
Sunday crosswords for the Los Angeles
Times  and  other  major  newspapers.
Reagle’s puzzles were famous for their
lively  themes,  pun-filled  clues,  and  a
distinct  sense of  whimsy.  Unlike  some
constructors who rely on obscure words,
Reagle  preferred  a  style  that  felt
conversational, even playful. His Sunday
crosswords were particularly celebrated

because  they  offered  a  generous  grid
size  (usually  21x21  or  larger)  that
a l lowed  for  an  int r icate  web  of
interlocking words and a rich, satisfying
theme.
Reagle  also  gained  wider  recognition
through  h i s  appearance  in  the
documentary  Wordplay  (2006),  which
followed  top  solvers  and  constructors.
His  personality—warm,  funny,  and
d e e p l y  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t
language—endeared him to  the puzzle
community.  Today,  the  Merl  Reagles
Sunday  Crossword  free  printable
legacy  lives  on  through  archives  and
online resources that  keep his  puzzles
accessible to new generations.
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What Made His
Sunday
Crosswords

Special?
The Sunday crossword is a unique beast.
It’s  larger  than  the  weekday  puzzles,
often  containing  more  theme  entries,
longer  fill,  and  a  higher  degree  of
difficulty.  Reagle  mastered  this  format.
His Sunday puzzles typically featured a
clever,  unified  theme—such  as  a  set  of
phrases  that  each end with  a  type of
drink or a group of words that can be
preceded  by  “hair.”  He  avoided  the

clunky  fill  and  obscure  trivia  that  can
frustrate  solvers,  instead  favoring
common  words  with  witty  twist  clues.
Moreover, Reagle often included his own
personal  touches—inside  jokes,
references to pop culture, and even nods
to his love of pizza and cats. This gave
his puzzles a warm, human feel. Finding
a  Merl  Reagles  Sunday  Crossword
free printable online today means you
are connecting with that same warmth
and intelligence.

WHY THE SUNDAY CROSSWORD
CONTINUES TO CAPTIVATE

Sunday crosswords are more than just
puzzles;  they are a cultural  institution.
They represent a moment of calm and
focus  in  a  busy  week.  For  many,
completing  a  Sunday  crossword  is  a
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small but meaningful victory. The grid’s
size means it can take an hour or more
to  solve,  making  it  a  perfect  leisure
activity.  Access  to  a  Merl  Reagles
Sunday  Crossword  free  printable
enhances  this  experience  because  it
allows for the traditional pen-and-paper
method, which many solvers prefer over
digital screens.

The Tactile
Pleasure of Print
In an era of apps and online solving, the
printed  crossword  still  holds  appeal.
There  is  something  deeply  satisfying
about  filling  in  squares  with  a  pencil  (or
pen,  if  you  are  confident).  The  physical
act of writing, erasing, and writing again

engages  the  brain  differently  than
tapping  a  screen.  A  printable  version
a l s o  m e a n s  y o u  c a n  t a k e  i t
anywhere—on  a  train,  to  a  coffee  shop,
or on vacation—without needing internet
access.  That’s  why  the  demand  for  a
Merl Reagles Sunday Crossword free
printable remains strong among purists
and casual solvers alike.

WHERE TO FIND MERL REAGLES
SUNDAY CROSSWORD FREE
PRINTABLE VERSIONS

Because  Reagle  created  puzzles  for
decades,  many  are  now in  the  public
domain  or  hosted  on  puzzle  archives.
Several  websites  offer  free  printable
PDFs of his Sunday crosswords. Here are
some trusted sources:
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Puzzle Archival Sites: Websites
like Cruciverb.com maintain
databases of constructors’ work,
including Reagle’s. You can often
search by constructor name and
find downloadable PDFs.
Newspaper Archives: Some
major newspapers that originally
published Reagle’s Sunday puzzles
(e.g., Los Angeles Times, The New
York Times) may still host older
puzzles in their archives. Many are
accessible for free after a certain
date.
Fan Sites and Blogs: Dedicated
crossword enthusiasts have
collected and shared Reagle’s
puzzles. A quick search for “Merl
Reagles Sunday Crossword
free printable” will yield links to

blog posts that offer direct
downloads.
Google Drive or Dropbox
Shares: Puzzle communities
sometimes share folders of Reagle
PDFs. Be sure to respect copyright
and only download from legitimate
sources that have permission to
distribute.

Quality and
Authenticity
When  downloading  from  less  official
sources, check the puzzle’s authenticity.
Look for Reagle’s signature style: clean
grid,  themed  entries,  and  clues  that
avoid excessive proper nouns. Many free
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printable  puzzles  are  scanned  directly
from  newspapers,  so  the  quality  is
excellent.  Always  download  from  a
reputable source to ensure the clues and
grid are complete and accurate.

BENEFITS OF PRINTABLE
CROSSWORDS IN THE DIGITAL
AGE

While  many  solvers  now  complete
puzzles online,  the printable crossword
(especially  a  Merl  Reagles  Sunday
Crossword  free  printable)  offers
unique  advantages:

No Eye Strain: Reading a printed1.
puzzle on paper is easier on the
eyes for long solving sessions.
Shareability: Print multiple2.
copies for friends, family, or puzzle

clubs. You can solve together
without sharing a device.
Offline Access: No internet3.
required. Perfect for travel or
unplugged relaxation.
Collectibility: Many puzzlers keep4.
binders of their favorite puzzles. A
physical archive of Merl Reagle’s
Sunday crosswords is a treasure.
Focused Engagement: Without5.
notifications or pop-ups, you can
concentrate fully on the puzzle.

TIPS FOR SOLVING A MERL
REAGLE SUNDAY CROSSWORD

Even  experienced  solvers  can  find
Sunday  crosswords  daunting.  Reagle’s
puzzles  are  fair  but  clever.  Here  are
strategies to master his style, especially
when  working  with  a  Merl  Reagles
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Sunday Crossword free printable:

Start with the
Theme
Reagle’s Sunday puzzles almost always
have  a  theme,  often  revealed  in  a
central  entry  or  a  set  of  long  across
answers. Read the clues for the longest
across  answers  first.  They  often  provide
the  “aha”  moment  that  unlocks  the
entire  puzzle.  For  example,  a  theme
might be “Words that end with -ergy” or
“Things  that  are  red.”  Identifying  the
pattern early makes the rest of the grid
easier.

Fill in Obvious
Short Words
Two- and three-letter words (like “are,”
“era,”  “one”)  are  the  scaffolding  of  the
puzz le .  F i l l  i n  those  you  know
confidently,  as  they  often  intersect  with
longer  words.  Reagle’s  grids  usually
have a fair number of common two-letter
words like “er,” “al,” “li.” Use these as
anchors.

Don’t Be Afraid
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to Pencil in
Guesses
With a printable version, you can use a
pencil  and erase freely.  Reagle’s clues
often  have  multiple  possible  answers
until  you  confirm  them  with  crossing
letters.  Try  a  plausible  answer—if  it
creates conflicts later, you can revisit.

Look for Humor
and Wordplay
Reagle  was  a  master  of  puns  and
lighthearted clues. If a clue seems odd or
too  easy,  i t  might  be  a  tr ick.  For
example, a clue like “What you eat with

a fork in the road?” might lead to “PIE”
(as in “pie in the sky” or “fork in the
road”  /  “fork  and  pie”  wordplay).
Embrace  the  whimsy.

HOW TO MAKE THE MOST OF
YOUR PRINTABLE SUNDAY
CROSSWORDS

Once you have found a reliable source
for Merl Reagles Sunday Crossword
free printable puzzles, consider these
tips to enhance your experience:

Print at 100% scale: Ensure the
grid is large enough to read and
write comfortably. Most PDFs are
designed for standard letter-size
paper.
Use a clipboard or hard
surface: A firm backing makes



Merl Reagles Sunday Crossword Free Printable 9

9

writing easier.
Keep a dictionary or phone
handy for verification, but try to
solve without external help for the
full challenge.
Time yourself if you want to
track improvement, but remember
that Sunday puzzles are meant to
be savored.
Join a puzzle group online or
locally. Many communities
dedicate threads to “Merl Reagle
Sundays” where solvers share
hints and celebrate completes.

Adaptability for

Different Skill
Levels
Merl  Reagle’s  Sunday  crosswords  are
generally aimed at experienced solvers,
but  beginners  can  still  attempt  them.
Start  with  a  printout  and  try  filling  in
what you know. With patience, even a
tough Reagle puzzle becomes solvable.
For those newer to crosswords, consider
looking for his earlier or less thematically
dense  puzzles.  The  free  printable
versions allow you to choose from many
dates—find  one  that  suits  your  comfort
level.

THE ENDURING LEGACY OF MERL
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REAGLE

Even years after his passing, Merl Reagle
remains  one  of  the  most  admired
crossword constructors. His puzzles are
studied  by  aspiring  constructors  and
cherished by solvers. The availability of a
Merl Reagles Sunday Crossword free
printable  ensures  that  his  wit  and
brilliance  continue  to  challenge  and
delight. Whether you are a lifelong fan or
a  newcomer  wanting  to  experience  a
classic  Sunday  tradition,  these  free
puzzles are a doorway into a world of
wordplay.
C r o s s w o r d s  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  a
pastime—they  are  a  workout  for  the
brain, a relaxation tool, and a connection
to a community.  Merl  Reagle’s Sunday
puzzles, in particular, embody the best

of  the  hobby:  clever,  fair,  and  always
surprising.  By  printing  them,  you  are
preserving a piece of crossword history
and inviting a moment of quiet joy into
your week.

CONCLUSION

In a fast-paced digital world, there is a
profound  satisfaction  in  slowing  down
with a printed Sunday crossword.  Merl
Reagle’s puzzles offer a perfect blend of
challenge and charm, and the ability to
access  a  Merl  Reagles  Sunday
Crossword  free  printable  online
makes  it  easy  to  incorporate  this
tradit ion  into  your  l i fe.  From  his
signature puns to his clean grids, every
puzzle is a small  work of art.  Whether
you solve solo, with a partner, or as part
of  a  group,  these  free  pr intable
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c r o s s w o r d s  p r o v i d e  h o u r s  o f
entertainment.  So  pour  a  cup  of  coffee,
grab  a  penc i l ,  and  d iscover  (or

rediscover)  the  timeless  pleasure  of  a
Merl  Reagle  Sunday  crossword.  Happy
solving!


