Gundam Seed Remastered Episode 1 1

Gundam Seed Remastered Episode

1

Downloaded from
old.setefer.com by
Shyanne Kramer

Gundam Seed
Remastered Episode 1

THE RETURN TO HELIOPOLIS:
WHY GUNDAM SEED
REMASTERED EPISODE 1 STILL
CAPTIVATES

When Mobile Suit Gundam SEED first
aired in 2002, it revitalized the long-
running Gundam franchise for a new
generation. Almost a decade later,
Sunrise released Gundam Seed

Remastered, a high-definition re-edit of
the original series that refined its visuals,
corrected animation inconsistencies, and
even added new scenes. For both long-
time fans and newcomers, the opening
episode of this remastered version —
titled "False Peace" — serves as the
perfect entry point into one of the most
beloved mecha anime sagas. This article
takes a comprehensive look at Gundam
Seed Remastered Episode 1,
exploring its story, improvements, and
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enduring impact.

THE GENESIS OF GUNDAM SEED:
A QUICK OVERVIEW

To appreciate the remastered version, it
helps to understand what made the
original so special. Gundam SEED is set
in a future where humanity has split into
two factions: the Naturals (ordinary
humans) and the Coordinators
(genetically enhanced humans).
Tensions between the two have erupted
into a devastating war. The neutral
space colony Heliopolis, owned by the
Orb Union, becomes a flashpoint when
the Earth Alliance secretly develops
advanced mobile suits, the G-Weapons,
there. Enter Kira Yamato, a pacifist
Coordinator student who is forced to
pilot the prototype Strike Gundam to

protect his friends when the colony is
attacked by the Coordinator nation
ZAFT.

The remastered project, which aired
from 2011 to 2012, wasn't simply a
resolution bump. It involved remastering
the original 35mm film to 1080p, re-
recording the audio in 5.1 surround
sound, and most importantly, re-editing
several episodes to fix animation errors,
improve pacing, and expand on key
character moments. Episode 1 received
some of the most noticeable touch-ups.

WHAT IS THE GUNDAM SEED
REMASTERED PROJECT?

Before diving into the episode itself, let's
clarify what the "Remastered" label
means. The project was officially titled
Mobile Suit Gundam SEED HD
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Remastered. It wasn't a remake like
Gundam: The Origin; instead, it was a
careful restoration. The staff went back
to the original film assets, scanned them
at high resolution, and digitally cleaned
up the image. They also re-composited
many action scenes, added new visual
effects (like bloom lighting and particle
effects), and replaced some background
music with updated tracks.

For Gundam Seed Remastered
Episode 1, this means the viewer gets a
noticeably sharper and more vibrant
image. The famous opening sequence,
showing the Strike Gundam rising from
its launch cradle, now features richer
colors and smoother animation. More
importantly, a handful of original scenes
were re-animated or extended. For
example, the initial destruction inside

Heliopolis and Kira's first reaction to
seeing the Gundam are now more fluid.

DEEP DIVE INTO EPISODE 1:
"FALSE PEACE"

The Neutral
Colony Heliopolis

The episode opens with a peaceful scene
inside the Orb space colony Heliopolis.
We see Kira Yamato, a young
Coordinator, living a quiet life as a
student at the Industrial Design School.
He is reunited with his childhood friend
Athrun Zala, who has arrived secretly as
part of a ZAFT infiltration team. The
atmosphere is deliberately serene,
lulling the viewer into a sense of




security. The remastered version
enhances this tranquility with bright,
clear colours and a pristine digital look
that makes the colony feel almost idyllic.

This tranquility is shattered when ZAFT
forces, led by Athrun and the charismatic
but mysterious Rau Le Creuset, launch a
surprise attack on Heliopolis. The
objective: steal the Earth Alliance's new
mobile suits. The remastered version
adds more dynamic camera angles
during the initial explosions and falling
debris, making the transition from peace
to chaos more jarring.

Attack on Orb

and the G-
Weapons

The attack sequence is the highlight of
Gundam Seed Remastered Episode
1. ZAFT soldiers deploy from a
camouflaged submarine and begin
assaulting the colony's interior. They
manage to steal four of the five
prototype G-Weapons: the Aegis (later
piloted by Athrun), the Blitz, the Duel,
and the Buster. However, the fifth unit,
the powerful Strike Gundam, remains
stranded in its hangar.

The original episode featured some stiff
animation during the mobile suit
hijacking. The remastered version
corrects many of these movements. The
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ZAFT mobile suits (the GINNs and the
stolen prototypes) now move with a
weightier, more mechanical feel. The
sound design is also richer — footsteps
of the GINNs echo louder, and the
crackle of beam weapons has more
punch. This episode carefully establishes
the high stakes and the technological
disparity between the two sides.

Kira Yamato's
First Encounter
with the Strike

Gundam

The emotional core of the episode is
Kira's desperate flight to find his friends.
He stumbles into the secret hangar
where the Strike Gundam is stored. With
the base collapsing and ZAFT forces
closing in, Kira, a Coordinator with
exceptional spatial awareness and
adaptability, is urged by the Earth
Alliance officers to pilot the Strike. He
refuses at first, but when a ZAFT soldier
threatens the lives of his friend Miriallia
and the base commander, Kira
reluctantly enters the cockpit.

The remastered version handles this
moment with greater dramatic weight.
Kira's facial expressions are slightly re-
animated to show more conflict and fear.



The cockpit screens are now sharper,
allowing viewers to read the on-screen
data more clearly. When Kira activates
the Strike Gundam for the first time, the
sequence is accompanied by a more
dramatic musical score. The episode
ends with Kira, having instinctively
piloted the Gundam to victory against a
ZAFT GINN, looking at his own hands in
horror. He has just killed another human
being — a soldier who was also probably
a Coordinator. This moral ambiguity is
set up perfectly in the remastered
version.

VISUAL AND AUDIO
ENHANCEMENTS

Technically, Gundam Seed
Remastered Episode 1 is a showcase
of what HD restoration can achieve. The

original 2002 series was produced on
standard-definition 35mm film, but the
digital compositing of that era has aged
noticeably. The remaster re-composited
all visual effects, resulting in laser
beams that look like solid energy rather
than pixelated lines. The mobile suit
explosions now have more layers of
smoke and ember.

Audio-wise, the remastered version
received a full 5.1 surround sound mix.
In Episode 1, this means that the ZAFT
assault feels more immersive. You can
hear footsteps coming from the rear
channels, and the chatter of the
battlefield spans the soundstage. The
opening theme "Invoke" and the ending
"Anna ni Issho Datta no Ni" remain
unchanged, but they have been re-
mastered for higher fidelity.
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Another subtle improvement is the
removal of visible cel lines and dust. The
original often had tiny imperfections on
the film. The remastered image is crystal
clear, making character designs by
Hisashi Hirai look crisp and vibrant.

CHARACTER INTRODUCTIONS
AND THEIR SIGNIFICANCE

Episode 1 introduces all major
characters in a way that feels organic.
Kira Yamato is established as a reluctant
hero, more interested in programming
and his friends than in war. Athrun Zala
is introduced as a conflicted soldier — he
is Kira's old friend yet now serves the
enemy side. Their relationship becomes
the emotional backbone of the series.

Other characters who debut in this
episode include Murrue Ramius, the

Earth Alliance officer who becomes the
captain of the ship Archangel; Mu La
Flaga, the charismatic "Hawk of the
Earth" who later becomes a father figure
to Kira; and the enigmatic Rau Le
Creuset, whose philosophical madness
drives much of the plot. The remastered
version gives each of these characters
slightly more screen time, especially
during the chaotic evacuation of
Heliopolis. Murrue's determination and
Mu's first appearance saving Kira are
given extra animation frames.

Lacus Clyne, though only mentioned in
Episode 1 (she appears in Episode 3), is
already foreshadowed through Kira's
memories of a song. The remastered
version adds a brief moment where Kira
listens to a recording of her singing,
strengthening the subtle thread linking



them early on.

THEMES ESTABLISHED IN
EPISODE 1

Gundam Seed Remastered Episode
1 masterfully sets up the central themes
of the entire series. The first is the
artificial division between Naturals and
Coordinators. Kira, a Coordinator, is able
to pilot the Strike Gundam because of
his enhanced abilities, but this very
ability also marks him as a target and a
weapon. The episode asks: is genetic
enhancement a curse or a blessing?

Another theme is the futility of
neutrality. Heliopolis is a neutral colony,
yet it becomes a battlefield precisely
because of its neutral status — both
sides see it as a weak link. This
commentary on real-world geopolitics

resonates even more today. The
remastered version's improved visuals
make the destruction of Heliopolis more
poignant, as we see innocent civilians
caught in the crossfire with greater
detail.

Finally, the episode explores the loss of
innocence. Kira is forced to grow up
instantly. He kills a soldier who is no
different from himself, and his horrified
expression at the end of the episode is a
powerful visual statement. The
remastered version extends this
moment by a few frames, allowing the
audience to linger on Kira's trauma.

HOW EPISODE 1 SETS THE STAGE
FOR THE SERIES

Every great story needs a strong
foundation. Gundam Seed
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Remastered Episode 1 lays down the
key plot points that will unfold over the
next 50 episodes: the existence of the
Neutron Jammer, the bio-weapon known
as the "Cyclops System," the discovery
of the Coordinator-created super-
soldiers, and the mysterious legacy of
George Glenn. The episode subtly plants
these seeds without overwhelming the
viewer.

Importantly, the remastered version
adds a new short scene at the very end
of the episode, after the credits, showing
ZAFT's command discussing the stolen
G-Weapons. This was not present in the
original 2002 broadcast. It provides a bit
more context for Rau's motivations and
sets up the political intrigue that follows.
For first-time viewers, this extra scene is
a valuable addition.

COMPARISONS BETWEEN
ORIGINAL AND REMASTERED
EPISODE 1

While the original Episode 1 ("False
Peace") is already a strong opener, the
remastered version elevates it. Here are
some specific differences:

e Animation quality: The original
had several scenes with off-model
characters and static backgrounds.
The remastered version fixes
these, especially during the panic
in the colony streets.

e Color correction: The original
often had a slightly washed-out
palette. The remastered version
features richer blues, brighter
whites on the Strike Gundam, and



