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NAVIGATING THE ROCKAWAYS: A COMPLETE GUIDE
TO THE MTA BUS COMPANY Q22 ROUTE

For residents and visitors alike, the public transportation network
that weaves through New York City is nothing short of a modern
marvel. Among the countless arteries of this system, the MTA
Bus Company Q22 holds a distinctive and vital role. Serving the
far reaches of Queens, the Q22 is more than just a bus route; it is
a lifeline that connects the unique, beachside communities of the
Rockaway Peninsula to the rest of the city. Whether you are a
daily commuter heading to work, a student traveling to school, or
a sun-seeker heading to the famous Rockaway Beach,
understanding the ins and outs of the Q22 is essential for a
smooth journey. This comprehensive guide will explore the route,
its history, its operational nuances, and its deep-rooted
importance to the neighborhoods it serves.

THE BACKBONE OF THE PENINSULA: AN OVERVIEW
OF THE Q22

The MTA Bus Company Q22 operates as a local bus route that
runs predominantly along the length of the Rockaway Peninsula

in Queens. Its primary corridor is the bustling Beach Channel
Drive, a major thoroughfare that parallels the Jamaica Bay
shoreline. The route is renowned for connecting several distinct
neighborhoods, including Far Rockaway, Arverne, Rockaway Park,
and Neponsit. Unlike some express buses that speed through the
borough, the Q22 is a neighborhood bus, stopping frequently to
serve local businesses, schools, medical facilities, and residential
blocks. It is a classic example of "last-mile" transit, bridging the
gap between residential streets and the larger subway and rail
systems.

For many, the Q22 is the first and last leg of a longer trip. It
intersects with the A train, the city’s only direct subway line to
the Rockaways, as well as the Long Island Rail Road’s Far
Rockaway branch. This makes it a crucial connector for anyone
whose destination is not within easy walking distance of a train
station. The route is operated by the MTA Bus Company, which is
a subsidiary of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, a
distinction that came from the takeover of private bus companies
in the 2000s.
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Route Structure and Key
Terminals

The standard route of the MTA Bus Company Q22 typically
begins at its eastern terminus in Far Rockaway, near the Mott
Avenue subway station (the A train’s southern terminal) and the
Far Rockaway LIRR station. From there, it travels west along
Beach Channel Drive, cutting through the heart of the peninsula.
The bus does not usually travel all the way to the western tip of
the Rockaways at Breezy Point. Instead, the primary western
terminus is often the Jacob Riis Park or the neighborhood of
Neponsit, with some trips ending near Beach 169th Street.
However, riders should be aware of a common point of confusion:
the Q22 should not be mistaken for the QM16 or QM17, which
are express routes to Manhattan. The Q22 is strictly a local route.

The route is characterized by its long, straight stretches along the
beachfront, offering passengers stunning views of the Atlantic
Ocean on one side and the calm waters of Jamaica Bay on the
other. This scenic aspect makes it a popular choice for tourists
and day-trippers, especially during the summer months.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT: FROM PRIVATE LINES TO
PUBLIC SERVICE

The history of the MTA Bus Company Q22 is deeply intertwined
with the evolution of the Rockaway Peninsula itself. Before the
MTA consolidated operations, the Q22 was operated by a private

company, most notably the Green Bus Lines. For decades, private
operators managed the bus routes in Queens, often facing
financial struggles related to infrastructure maintenance and fare
collection.

The turning point for the Q22 and similar routes came in the early
2000s. The MTA began a systematic takeover of private bus
operations to improve service reliability, standardize fares, and
integrate the system with the rest of the city’s transit network.
The route was officially absorbed into the MTA Bus Company in
2005. This transition was significant for passengers. It meant that
for the first time, the Q22 accepted MetroCards (now OMNY) and
offered free transfers to MTA subway and bus lines, a benefit that
was not universally available under private management. This
integration made the route far more practical for commuters
traveling beyond the peninsula.

NAVIGATING THE STOPS AND CONNECTIONS

Riding the MTA Bus Company Q22 requires a bit of local
knowledge, particularly regarding its various branches and
turnarounds. While the core route is consistent, certain trips may
short-turn or follow a slightly altered path during off-peak hours
or late nights.

Major Transfer Points

One of the most critical aspects of using the Q22 effectively is
knowing where to connect to other services. Here are the primary
hubs:
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e Mott Avenue / Far Rockaway (A Train & LIRR): This is
the eastern anchor of the route. It is the busiest transfer
point, where passengers pour off the A train and scatter to
local buses, including the Q22, Q113, and Q114.

* Beach 67th Street / Rockaway Park (A Train): The Q22
intersects with the A train again here, though this station is
elevated and offers a different entrance than the street-
level subway stations further east.

e Beach 116th Street (A Train & LIRR): Located in the
heart of Rockaway Park, this is another major hub
surrounded by shops and restaurants. It is a popular stop
for both locals and visitors heading to the boardwalk.

* Jacob Riis Park (Seasonal): During the summer, the Q22
is a primary way to access the historic Jacob Riis Park, a
popular beach destination located near the western end of
the route.

The "Beach" Stop
Confusion

A common tip for new riders is to pay close attention to the street
names. Unlike Manhattan, the streets in the Rockaways are
designated by "Beach" numbers (e.g., Beach 20th Street, Beach
59th Street). The Q22 runs along these stops, and it is easy to
confuse them if you are not familiar with the layout. The
numbering system increases as you travel west. If you are
heading to the beach, getting off at Beach 116th Street provides

direct access to the Rockaway Beach Boardwalk, one of the most
vibrant stretches of the coast.

SERVICE FREQUENCY AND OPERATIONAL DETAILS

Understanding the schedule of the MTA Bus Company Q22 is
crucial for planning your day. Generally, the Q22 runs with high
frequency during peak commuting hours, with buses arriving
every 10 to 15 minutes. During midday and evening hours, the
frequency decreases to every 20 to 30 minutes. Late-night
service, while available to support overnight workers and transit
employees, runs on a reduced headway, often hourly.

Seasonal variations also play a significant role. During the
summer months, the Q22 experiences a surge in ridership. The
MTA often adds extra buses to handle the crowds heading to the
beaches. Conversely, during the colder months, ridership is
primarily local, consisting of residents commuting to work or
running errands. The bus operates 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, making it a reliable option for all shifts.

THE ROLE OF THE Q22 IN THE COMMUNITY

The MTA Bus Company Q22 is far more than a transit vehicle;
it is a social and economic engine for the Rockaway community.
For many residents who do not own cars, the Q22 is the only way
to access grocery stores, pharmacies, and medical appointments.
The route passes by St. John’s Episcopal Hospital, one of the only
major medical facilities on the peninsula, making it a literal
lifeline for those requiring healthcare.

Furthermore, the Q22 supports the local economy. Small



businesses along Beach Channel Drive rely on the foot traffic that
the bus delivers. From bodegas to pizzerias to hardware stores,
these businesses are sustained by the accessibility provided by
this bus route. The bus also serves several public schools,
transporting students safely from their homes to their classrooms
each day.

Accessibility Features

In line with MTA standards, the Q22 fleet is fully accessible. All
buses are equipped with low-floor boarding, ramps, and
designated priority seating for seniors and passengers with
disabilities. The audio and visual announcement systems help
riders identify upcoming stops, a feature that is particularly
helpful for tourists or those with visual impairments. The MTA
Bus Company has made a concerted effort to ensure that the
Q22 meets the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
requirements, making it a welcoming option for all.

TIPS FOR RIDING THE Q22 LIKE A LOCAL

To make the most of your experience on the MTA Bus Company
Q22, consider these practical tips:

1. Use OMNY or a MetroCard: The Q22 accepts fare
payment via OMNY (tap-to-pay), MetroCard, and exact
change in coins. You can transfer for free to other buses
subways within two hours.

2. Board at the Front: Unlike some buses in Manhattan
where you can board from the rear, the Q22 requires front-

door boarding only. This is to ensure fare payment is
collected.

3. Signal for Your Stop: Because the bus makes many
stops, it is standard practice to pull the cord or press the
yellow tape to signal the driver that you want to get off at
the next stop. This keeps the trip efficient.

4. Beware of the Tide: During extreme weather or high tide,
sections of Beach Channel Drive are prone to flooding. In
these events, the Q22 may be delayed or rerouted. Check
the MTA app or Twitter feed for real-time alerts.

5. Respect Beach Etiquette: In the summer, the bus can
get crowded with sandy passengers and beach gear. Be
patient and try to keep the aisles clear. The plastic seats
are easy to clean, but a little courtesy goes a long way.

COMPARING THE Q22 TO OTHER ROCKAWAY ROUTES

Visitors to the area often confuse the Q22 with other local buses.
The Q35, for example, runs from the Rockaways to Brooklyn
(Midwood/Flatbush) via the Marine Parkway Bridge. The Q113
runs from Far Rockaway to Jamaica, Queens. The Q22
distinguishes itself by staying entirely on the peninsula. If your
goal is to travel along the shore rather than leaving the
peninsula, the Q22 is your best bet. It offers the most stop
density and the most direct path along the coast.

Another key difference is the view. While the Q52 and Q53 Select
Bus Service (SBS) run along Woodhaven and Cross Bay
Boulevards to reach the Rockaways, the Q22 hugs the shoreline.
This makes the Q22 the "scenic route" of the Rockaways, offering
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glimpses of the ocean and bay that other buses miss.

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE OUTLOOK

Like many bus routes in New York City, the MTA Bus Company
Q22 faces challenges. Traffic congestion on Beach Channel Drive,
particularly near the bridges and the hospital, can cause delays.
The MTA's ongoing efforts to improve bus speed through
dedicated bus lanes, traffic signal priority, and all-door boarding
(for articulated buses) are slowly improving reliability on this
route.

Looking to the future, the Q22 is likely to benefit from the MTA’s
fleet modernization. New, cleaner buses with better suspension
and air conditioning are being rolled out to improve the

passenger experience. Additionally, as the Rockaways continue
to develop—with new housing and commercial
developments—the demand for reliable transit on the Q22 will
only grow. The route is a critical piece of infrastructure for a
resilient community that has weathered storms and economic
shifts.

CONCLUSION: AN INDISPENSABLE PART OF
ROCKAWAY LIFE

The MTA Bus Company Q22 is the quiet workhorse of the
Rockaway Peninsula. It does not have the glamour of an express
bus or the speed of a subway, but it possesses something
arguably



