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UNLOCKING THE
MYSTERY OF
ALGEBRA WITH
PIZZAZZ: WHAT
HAPPENS WHEN
THE BOARDING
HOUSE BLEW UP
ANSWERS

For  generations  of
middle school and high
school  students,  the
words  "Algebra  With
Pizzazz" have evoked a

mix  of  groans  and
giggles.  This  beloved
series of puzzle books,
created  by  Steve  and
J a n i s  M a r c y ,
transformed the often-
dreaded  subject  of
algebra into a series of
engaging,  joke-based
challenges.  Instead  of
simply solving equation
after  equation  on  a
b land  worksheet ,
students  were  tasked
with cracking a riddle.
The  answer  to  the
mathematical  puzzle
revealed the punchline
of a corny joke. Among
the  most  famous  and
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frequently searched-for
puzzles in the series is
the  one  that  asks,
"What  happens  when
the  boarding  house
blew up?" If  you have
been  scour ing  the
i n t e r n e t  f o r  t h e
"Algebra  With  Pizzazz
what  happens  when
the  boarding  house
blew up answers," you
have come to the right
place.  But  this  article
goes far beyond simply
providing  the  answer.
We  will  explore  the
puzz le  i t se l f ,  the
methodology  behind
solving it, and why this
unique  approach  to
learning  algebra  has
stood the test of time.
The search for "Algebra
With  P izzazz  what
happens  when  the
boarding  house  blew
u p  a n s w e r s "  i s  a
common  quest  for
students  who  have
c o m p l e t e d  t h e
worksheet but need to

check their work, or for
t h o s e  w h o  a r e
genuinely  stumped.
The  appeal  of  these
puzzles  lies  in  their
immediate  feedback
mechanism:  i f  you
have  solved  all  the
algebraic  equations
correctly,  the decoded
letters will  spell  out a
c o h e r e n t  a n d
humorous  sentence.  If
your decoded message
is gibberish, you know
immediately  that  a
mistake  was  made
somewhere  in  your
algebraic  calculations.
This  self-correcting
nature  makes  it  an
exce l lent  too l  fo r
independent  study.
The  specific  puzzle  in
quest ion  typical ly
involves  solv ing  a
s e r i e s  o f  l i n e a r
e q u a t i o n s  o r
inequal i t ies.  Each
c o r r e c t  a n s w e r
c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  a
specific letter. When all
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the  letters  are  placed
in  the  correct  blanks,
they reveal the answer
to  the  r iddle:  THE
TENANTS SCATTER.

Deconstr
ucting
the
Famous
Algebra
With
Pizzazz
Puzzle
Before  we  delve  into
the  "A lgebra  With
Pizzazz  what  happens
when  the  boarding
h o u s e  b l e w  u p
answers,"  it  is  helpful
to  understand  the
structure of the puzzle.

W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e
multiple  versions  of
this  riddle  within  the
series  (often  found  in
books like Algebra With
Pizzazz!  Book A or B),
t he  co re  concep t
remains the same. The
worksheet  presents  a
grid  of  mathematical
problems.  Typically,
these  are  two-step
equations  or  more
c o m p l e x  l i n e a r
equations requiring the
a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
distributive  properties
and  combining  like
terms.
E a c h  p r o b l e m  i s
numbered,  and  the
student must solve for
the  var iab le .  The
solution  is  then  found
in a "box" or "key" at
the bottom or  side  of
the page. Next to each
numerical  answer  in
the key is a letter or a
s h o r t  w o r d .  T h e
student  writes  that
letter  in  the  blank
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above  the  problem
number. By the time all
problems  are  solved,
the  b lanks  fo rm  a
sentence.  For  the
"board ing  house"
puzzle,  the  final
sentence  is  almost
always  a  punchline
about  the  unfortunate
event.

TYPICAL PROBLEM
TYPES FOUND IN
THE WORKSHEET

To fully appreciate the
"Algebra  With  Pizzazz
what  happens  when
the  boarding  house
blew up answers," one
must  understand  the
math  required.  The
prob lems  usua l l y
require  proficiency  in
the  following  areas:

Solving Two-
Step
Equations: For
example, 2x + 5
= 13 or 3y - 7 =
14. Students

must isolate the
variable by
performing
inverse
operations
(addition/subtrac
tion first, then
multiplication/div
ision).
Equations with
Variables on
Both Sides: For
example, 4x + 3
= 2x + 11. This
requires moving
variables to one
side and
constants to the
other.
Using the
Distributive
Property: For
example, 3(x +
4) = 27.
Students must
first distribute
the 3 to both the
x and the 4
before solving.
Combining Like
Terms: For
example, 5x +



Algebra With Pizzazz What Happens When The
Boarding House Blew Up Answers 5

5

2x - 3 = 18.
Students must
simplify the left
side to 7x - 3 =
18 before
proceeding.

Each of these types of
problems  appears  on
t h e  w o r k s h e e t ,
ensuring that students
get  a  comprehensive
r e v i e w  o f  b a s i c
algebraic manipulation.
The  "Algebra  With
Pizzazz  what  happens
when  the  boarding
h o u s e  b l e w  u p
a n s w e r s "  s h e e t
typically  has  between
15  and  20  problems,
making it a substantial
b u t  m a n a g e a b l e
assignment.

The Exact
Answer:

Decoding
the
Punchline
So,  let  us  cut  to  the
chase.  For  the  most
common version of this
popular  puzzle,  the
answer  to  the  riddle
"What  happens  when
the  boarding  house
blew  up?"  is:
T H E  T E N A N T S
SCATTER
This  pun  is  a  classic
"Pizzazz" joke. It plays
on the double meaning
of  the  word  "scatter."
In a literal sense, when
a  building  explodes,
the people living inside
(tenants)  would  run
away  or  scatter  in
p a n i c .  I n  a
mathematical  context,
a  "scatter  plot"  is  a
type of  graph used in
statistics  to  display
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v a l u e s  f o r  t w o
variables. The humor is
d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e
unexpected connection
between  a  chaotic,
real-world event and a
specific  mathematical
term.
However, it is crucial to
remember  that  the
exact  "Algebra  With
Pizzazz  what  happens
when  the  boarding
h o u s e  b l e w  u p
answers"  might  vary
slightly  depending  on
the edition of the book
or  the  specific
worksheet  number.
Other  variations  you
m i g h t  e n c o u n t e r
include:

THE TENANTS
WERE
SCATTERING
IT MADE A SPLIT
DECISION

But  by  far,  the  most
common  and  widely
recognized  answer  to
"Algebra  With  Pizzazz

what  happens  when
the  boarding  house
blew  up  answers"  is
" T H E  T E N A N T S
SCATTER."

How to
Verify
You Have
the
Correct
Answers
F i n d i n g  a  l i s t  o f
"Algebra  With  Pizzazz
what  happens  when
the  boarding  house
b lew  up  answers"
online  can  be  helpful,
but  it  is  much  more
valuable  to  know how
to  check  your  own
work.  Here  is  a  step-
by-step  strategy  to
ensure  your  decoded
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message  is  correct:

Perform a1.
"Sanity Check"
on Your Math:
Before you even
look at the letter
key, plug your
solution back
into the original
equation. For
example, if you
solved for x and
got x = 5,
replace the
variable in the
equation with 5.
If both sides of
the equation are
equal, your math
is likely correct.
This is the most
reliable way to
verify your work
without needing
the final answer
key.
Look for2.
Patterns in the
Decoded
Message: The
"Algebra With
Pizzazz what

happens when
the boarding
house blew up
answers" sheet
should form a
logical sentence.
If you see "_he
_enants scatter,"
you can
reasonably infer
that the first
word is "THE."
This can help you
back-track to find
which problem
corresponds to
the letter 'T' and
see if you made
a mistake there.
Check for3.
Common
Errors: Most
mistakes in these
puzzles come
from sign errors.
Pay close
attention to
negative signs
when moving
terms across the
equals sign. Also,
double-check
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your work if you
had to use the
distributive
property with a
negative
number, such as
in the equation
-2(x - 3) = 10.
Many students
forget to
distribute the
negative sign to
the -3,
incorrectly
writing -2x - 6
instead of the
correct -2x + 6.
Use the4.
"Backwards"
Method: If you
are stuck, write
down the letters
you have for
each number.
Even if you have
not finished,
compare your
partial message
to the known
answer, "THE
TENANTS
SCATTER." If you

have a 'T' in the
first position and
an 'H' in the
second, you are
on the right
track. If you have
a 'Q' in the first
position, you
know there is an
error in the very
first problem.

Why
"Algebra
With
Pizzazz"
Remains
a
Powerful
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Teaching
Tool
T h e  e n d u r i n g
popu la r i t y  o f  t he
search  for  "Algebra
With  P izzazz  what
happens  when  the
boarding  house  blew
u p  a n s w e r s "  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
effectiveness  of  the
series.  It  taps  into
s e v e r a l  k e y
pedagogical  principles
that are often missing
f r o m  s t a n d a r d
textbooks.

Intrinsic
Motivation
through
Gamification:
Instead of a
grade at the top
of the page, the
reward for hard
work is a laugh.
This shifts the
focus from

extrinsic
motivation
(points) to
intrinsic
motivation
(curiosity and
humor). Students
want to know the
answer to the
corny joke, which
drives them to
complete the
algebra problems
carefully.
Immediate
Feedback: As
mentioned
earlier, the self-
correcting nature
of the puzzles is
invaluable. A
student solving
"Algebra With
Pizzazz what
happens when
the boarding
house blew up
answers" does
not have to wait
for a teacher to
mark the paper.
They know



10

10 Algebra With Pizzazz What Happens When
The Boarding House Blew Up Answers

2022-06-27

instantly if they
have made a
mistake because
the letters will
not form a
coherent
sentence. This
allows for self-
directed learning
and correction.
Reducing Math
Anxiety:
Algebra is a
major source of
anxiety for many
students. The
relaxed,
humorous format
of the "Pizzazz"
books takes
some of the
pressure off. The
corny jokes
create a "low-
stakes"
environment.
Even the groan-
worthy puns (like
"The Tenants
Scatter") serve
as a reminder
that math does

not have to be
entirely serious.

Tips for
Students
Stuck on
This
Specific
Puzzle
If  you  are  currently
search ing  fo r  the
"Algebra  With  Pizzazz
what  happens  when
the  boarding  house
b lew  up  answers"
b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e
frustrated, do not give
up.  Here  are  a  few
targeted  tips  for  the
specific  problems  on
this  worksheet:

Watch Out for
Fractions: This
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puzzle often
includes
equations with
fractional
coefficients. For
example, (1/2)x
+ 3 = 7. The
easiest way to
handle this is to
multiply every
term in the
equation by the
denominator (in
this case, 2) to
clear the
fraction. This will
give you x + 6 =
14, which is
much easier to
solve.
Decimals Can
Be Tricky:
Similarly,
equations with
decimals like
0.25x - 1 = 4 are
common.
Multiply the
entire equation
by 100 or by 4 to
turn the decimal
into a whole

number for
easier
manipulation.
Double-Check
Your Letter
Match: A
common, simple
mistake is
misreading the
answer key. You
might have
solved a problem
correctly and
gotten an answer
of 8, but
mistakenly put
the letter that
corresponds to 7.
Ensure you are
matching the
number to the
letter accurately.
This is a frequent
source of error
for students
checking the
"Algebra With
Pizzazz what
happens when
the boarding
house blew up
answers."
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Take a Break: If
you are truly
stuck on one or
two problems,
skip them and do
the rest. Once
you have other
letters filled in,
the missing
words might
become obvious.
For instance, if
you have
"_enants," you
know you need a
'T' and a 'H' for
the first word.
That might help
you identify the
specific problem
number that is
causing the
trouble.

The
Broader

World of
Math
Puzzles
The  "Algebra  With
Pizzazz  what  happens
when  the  boarding
h o u s e  b l e w  u p
answers"  is  just  one
example  of  a  much
larger  universe  of
educational  puzzles.
The  "Pizzazz"  series
(which  includes  "Pre-
Algebra  With  Pizzazz"
and  "Geometry  With
P i z z a z z " )  w a s
revolutionary  for  its
time.  It  demonstrated
that  drill-and-practice
cou ld  be  fun .  The
method is similar to a
crossword puzzle  or  a
cryptogram,  but  i t
requires  mathematical
knowledge rather than
g e n e r a l  t r i v i a  o r
vocabulary  to  decode
the message.
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This  type  of  activity
h e l p s  b u i l d  w h a t
e d u c a t o r s  c a l l
" p r o c e d u r a l
fluency"—the  ability  to
apply  mathematical

procedures  efficiently
and  accurately.  By
wrapping  the  practice
i n  a  p u z z l e ,  t h e
"Pizzazz" series makes
the repetition feel less


