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BRINGING A BELOVED TALE TO
LIFE: THE MAGIC OF A STREGA
NONA READERS THEATER SCRIPT

For generations, Tomie dePaola’s
beloved picture book Strega Nona has
enchanted children and adults alike with
its charming story of a kind old witch,
her magic pasta pot, and a well-meaning
but disobedient assistant named Big
Anthony. The tale is a perfect blend of
humor, consequence, and a touch of
Italian folklore. It is a story that begs to
be read aloud, performed, and shared.
One of the most dynamic and
educationally rich ways to bring this
classic narrative to life is through a
Strega Nona Readers Theater Script.
This approach transforms a passive
reading experience into an active,
collaborative, and deeply engaging
theatrical event that can be adapted for
any classroom, library, or homeschool
setting. In this comprehensive guide, we
will explore everything you need to know
about crafting, using, and benefiting
from a readers theater adaptation of this
timeless story.

WHAT IS A STREGA NONA
READERS THEATER SCRIPT?

A readers theater script is a written
adaptation of a story specifically
designed to be read aloud by multiple
performers, often with minimal to no
props, costumes, or memorization.
Unlike a full-scale play, readers theater

focuses on the power of the spoken word
and expressive reading to convey
character, plot, and emotion. A Strega
Nona Readers Theater Script takes
the original narrative and breaks it down
into speaking parts, typically including
roles for Narrator, Strega Nona, Big
Anthony, and the townspeople (often
played as a chorus or individual roles).
The script retains the essential dialogue,
key plot points, and the humorous
repetition of phrases like "Bubble,
bubble, pasta pot. Boil me some pasta,
nice and hot!"

The beauty of this format lies in its
simplicity and accessibility. Students do
not need to memorize lines, which
reduces performance anxiety and allows
them to focus on vocal expression,
pacing, and character development. By
holding the script in hand, readers can
concentrate on bringing the story to life
through their voices. This makes a
Strega Nona Readers Theater Script
an ideal entry point for children who may
be shy about performing or for
classrooms with limited time and
resources for elaborate productions.

THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF
READERS THEATER IN THE
CLASSROOM

Integrating a readers theater script into
your curriculum is far more than a fun
activity; it is a powerful pedagogical tool.
When students engage with a Strega
Nona Readers Theater Script, they
are simultaneously building a wide range
of literacy skills. Repeated readings of
the script naturally improve reading
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fluency, as students internalize sentence
structure and learn to read with
appropriate phrasing and expression.
The act of reading aloud also
strengthens vocabulary acquisition,
comprehension, and the ability to infer
character motivation from text.

Furthermore, readers theater promotes
collaboration and social-emotional
learning. Students must listen to one
another, wait for their cues, and work
together as an ensemble to create a
cohesive performance. This shared
responsibility fosters a sense of
community and mutual respect. For
English language learners and struggling
readers, the supportive environment of
readers theater can be particularly
beneficial. The repetitive nature of the
script and the opportunity to practice
lines in a low-stakes setting build
confidence and a genuine love for
storytelling.

Building Fluent
Reading Through
Repetition

One of the most significant benefits of
using a Strega Nona Readers Theater
Script is the natural repetition it
encourages. Students will inevitably read
and reread their parts multiple times as
they rehearse. This repeated exposure
to text is a cornerstone of developing
reading fluency. With each reading, a
student's speed, accuracy, and
expressiveness improve. The familiar
and engaging plot of Strega Nona keeps
students motivated, turning what could
be a tedious drill into an enjoyable and
purposeful activity. The rhythmic and
repetitive lines about the magic pasta

pot are especially effective for practicing
phrasing and pacing.

Deepening
Comprehension
and Analysis

A readers theater script also deepens
reading comprehension. To perform a
role convincingly, a student must
understand not only what their character
says but also what their character wants,
feels, and fears. When a student takes
on the role of Big Anthony, they must
grasp his curiosity, his disobedience, and
his eventual regret. When reading for
Strega Nona, they must convey her
wisdom, her kindness, and her firmness.
This level of character analysis moves
beyond simple recall and into higher-
order thinking, encouraging students to
engage with the text on a deeper,
interpretive level.

KEY ELEMENTS OF A HIGH-
QUALITY STREGA NONA READERS
THEATER SCRIPT

To create or select the best Strega
Nona Readers Theater Script, there
are several essential components to
consider. A well-written script will not
only capture the spirit of the original
story but also be practical and enjoyable
for young performers.

e Clear Character
Differentiation: Each role should
have distinct lines that reflect the
character's personality. Strega
Nona's lines should be wise and
commanding, while Big Anthony's
should be eager and, later,
panicked. The townspeople's lines
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can be written as a chorus or
divided among several individual
characters to give more students a
speaking part.

e Maintained Narrative Flow: The
script should preserve the original
story's arc, including the
introduction, the rising action (the
magic pasta pot overflowing), the
climax (the pot covering the town),
and the resolution (Strega Nona
saving the day and punishing Big
Anthony). A good script does not
feel choppy or rushed.

e Stage Directions for
Expression: While readers
theater minimizes movement,
helpful stage directions in
parentheses guide the reader's
tone. For example, (sighing with
frustration) or (shouting with glee)
can help students modulate their
voices effectively.

e Appropriate Length and
Language: The script should be
long enough to tell a complete
story but concise enough to be
read in a single class period,
typically 10 to 20 minutes for
elementary students. The
language should be adapted from
the original text to be accessible
for the target reading level.

¢ Inclusive Parts: The best scripts
offer a range of part sizes, from
larger narrative roles to smaller,
one-line parts for shy readers or
those still building confidence.

HOW TO USE THE SCRIPT IN
YOUR CLASSROOM OR HOME

Bringing a Strega Nona Readers
Theater Script to life is a
straightforward and rewarding process.
Start by introducing the story to your

students. If possible, read the original
picture book aloud so they are familiar
with the plot, the language, and the
characters. Then, distribute copies of the
readers theater script. Here is a step-by-
step guide to getting started.

1. Assign Roles: Read through the
script as a class to identify the
different parts. Assign roles based
on reading ability and student
interest. Stronger readers can take
on the larger roles of the Narrator
or Strega Nona, while struggling
readers can shine in the chorus of
townspeople.

2. Read the Script Aloud
Together: Do a first read-through
where everyone reads along and
follows their part. This is a no-
pressure reading meant to
familiarize students with the flow
and their lines.

3. Discuss Character and
Expression: Talk about how each
character might sound. How does
Strega Nona feel when she
discovers the pot bubbling over?
How does Big Anthony feel when
he cannot stop the pot? This
discussion is crucial for developing
expressive reading.

4. Rehearse: Practice the script
multiple times. Encourage
students to focus on their voices,
making eye contact with the
audience (or their fellow
performers), and using the stage
directions to guide their delivery.

5. Perform: On performance day,
have the students stand or sit in a
line facing the audience. No sets
or costumes are required, though
some groups enjoy wearing simple
name tags or a single prop like a
hat to identify their character. The



focus should be entirely on the
voice.

ADAPTING THE SCRIPT FOR
DIFFERENT AGE GROUPS AND
SETTINGS

One of the great strengths of a Strega
Nona Readers Theater Script is its
flexibility. It can be easily adapted to suit
a wide range of ages, abilities, and
performance contexts. For younger
students in kindergarten or first grade,
the script can be simplified with shorter

lines, more repetition, and a strong
reliance on the chorus for support. The
narrator can carry a larger portion of the
story, allowing young readers to focus on
a few key lines.

For older students in upper elementary
or middle school, the script can be
expanded. Students might be challenged
to write their own adaptations, add new
dialogue, or incorporate sound effects
and simple movements that stay true to
the readers theater format. In a library
or after-school program, a Strega Nona
Readers Theater Script

q Strega Nona Readers Theater Script

2025-07-23



