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INTRODUCTION:

HOW MANY PAGES
DOES DIARY OF A
WIMPY KID HAVE?

If you are a parent,
teacher, or a young
reader diving into the
wildly popular Diary of
a Wimpy Kid series by
Jeff Kinney, one
common question that
may come up is: “How
many pages does
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
have?” The answer is
not simply one
number, because the

series includes many
books, special editions,
and various formats.
Understanding the
page count can help
you gauge reading
time, book length, and
whether a particular
edition fits a school
assignment or personal
goal. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will explore the
page counts for every
main book in the
series, explain why
page numbers vary
between editions, and
offer practical insights
for readers and
collectors alike.

The Diary of a Wimpy


https://old.setefer.com/

Kid series has
captivated millions of
readers worldwide with
its unique blend of
handwritten diary
entries, humorous
cartoons, and relatable
middle-school

struggles. As of 2025,
the main series
includes over 18 books,
plus several spin-offs,

movie diaries, and
special editions.
Whether you are

checking the length for
a book report or just
curious about the heft
of  Greg Heffley’s
adventures, we have
the details you need.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STANDARD
PAGE COUNT OF
THE MAIN SERIES

For the core Diary of a
Wimpy Kid books (the
ones that continue
Greg's story), the
standard page count
for the hardcover

editions typically
ranges from 217 to 224
pages. This

consistency is by
design: Jeff Kinney and
the publisher, Amulet
Books, use a fixed
layout for the diary
format, where each
page features a
combination of
handwritten-style text
and black-and-white
illustrations. Because
the books are printed
on high-quality paper
with a particular
binding, the page
count stays very close
across volumes.

Let us look at the page
counts for the first few
books:

e Diary of a
Wimpy Kid
(Book 1):
Hardcover - 217
pages,
Paperback - 217
pages (same
text, same
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pagination)

e Rodrick Rules
(Book 2):
Hardcover - 217
pages

¢ The Last Straw
(Book 3):
Hardcover - 217
pages

e Dog Days
(Book 4):
Hardcover - 217
pages

As the series
progressed, the page
count remained

remarkably stable. For
example, Book 5: The
Ugly Truth has 217
pages, Book 6: Cabin
Fever has 217 pages,
and Book 7: The
Third Wheel also
clocks in at 217 pages.
Only a few later entries
increased slightly:
Book 12: The
Getaway has 224
pages, and Book 13:
The Meltdown also
comes in at 224 pages.
This slight increase is

due to more detailed
illustrations or
additional story
content, but the overall
length stays very
consistent.

Why Are
the Page
Counts
So
Similar?

The page count for
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
books is deliberately
kept within a narrow
range to maintain the
“diary” aesthetic. Each
book is designed to
look like a real
handwritten journal,
with a set number of
diary entries per book.
Jeff Kinney writes each
story to fit exactly 217
to 224 pages of the



HWARDCOYER V8hich
includes a title page,
copyright information,
and sometimes a few
blank pages for notes.
The publisher has
optimized the
manufacturing process
for this page count,
ensuring that every
book feels uniform on a
shelf.

Another reason for the
consistency is that the
target audience -
typically readers aged
8 to 12 - prefers a
book that can be
finished in a
reasonable time. A
page count of around
220 pages is long
enough to feel like a
complete novel but
short enough to avoid
overwhelming young

PAPERBACK VS.
LIBRARY BINDING:
DO PAGE COUNTS
DIFFER?

When asking “How
many pages does
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
have?”, you must
consider the format. In
most cases, the
hardcover and trade
paperback editions
have identical page
counts. However, there
are minor exceptions:

e Library binding
editions
sometimes
include
additional
endpapers or
reference pages,
which can add 2

_ to 4 pages.
readers. This sweet « Special
spot has contributed to editions (like
the series’ massive the “Do-It-
SUCCESS. Yourself Book” or
movie tie-ins)
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have vastly
different page
counts - for
example, the Do-
It-Yourself Book
has 224 pages,
while The Wimpy
Kid Movie Diary
has 224 pages as
well.

e Box sets usually
contain the
standard
editions, so page
counts remain
the same.

If you are buying a
used book or checking
a library catalog,

always confirm the
edition. Sometimes a
“first  edition” may

have slightly different
pagination due to
printing errors or
changes in the
publisher’s layout. But
for the vast majority of
readers, the answer to
how many pages in a
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
book is 217 pages for

the earliest volumes
and 224 pages for the
later ones.

DETAILED PAGE

COUNT LIST FOR
THE MAIN SERIES
(UP TO BOOK 18)

To give you a complete
reference, here is a
table of page counts
for each main book in
the Diary of a Wimpy
Kid series. Please note
that these numbers
refer to the standard
hardcover edition.
Paperbacks are
generally identical.

1. Diary of a
Wimpy Kid -
217 pages

2. Rodrick Rules -
217 pages

3. The Last Straw
- 217 pages

4. Dog Days - 217
pages

5. The Ugly Truth
- 217 pages

6. Cabin Fever -



217 pages
7. The Third
Wheel - 217
pages
8. Hard Luck - 217
pages
9. The Long Haul
- 217 pages
10. Old School -
217 pages
11. Double Down -
217 pages
12. The Getaway -
224 pages
13. The Meltdown -
224 pages
14. Wrecking Ball -
224 pages
15. The Deep End -
224 pages
16. Big Shot - 224
pages
17. Diper Overléde
- 224 pages
18. No Brainer -
224 pages

As you can see, the
page count jumped
from 217 to 224
beginning with The
Getaway (Book 12).
This increase was likely

due to a slightly larger
trim size or more
intricate illustrations,
but the overall reading
experience remains
similar. Some later
books, such as Book
19: Hot Mess
(expected in 2025), will
likely continue the 224-
page trend.

Special
Editions,
Spin-Offs,
and
Activity
Books

Besides the main story
books, Jeff Kinney has
released several other
titles under the Diary
of a Wimpy Kid
umbrella. Their page
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counts vary widely:

e The Wimpy Kid
Do-It-Yourself
Book - 224
pages
(interactive
journal)

e The Wimpy Kid
Movie Diary
(first edition) -
224 pages

e The Wimpy Kid
Movie Diary:
The Next
Chapter - 224
pages

* Rowley
Jefferson’s
Awesome
Friendly
Adventure -
224 pages (spin-
off)

e Rowley
Jefferson’s
Awesome
Friendly
Spooky Stories
- 224 pages

Additionally, there are
boxed sets,

collector’s editions,
and special holiday
editions that
sometimes include
extra content like
stickers or posters, but
these do not affect the
page count of the book
itself. If you are
specifically researching
the page count of a
particular edition,
always check the ISBN
or the copyright page.

HOW MANY PAGES
DOES A TYPICAL
DIARY OF A WIMPY
KID BOOK HAVE
COMPARED TO
OTHER MIDDLE-
GRADE SERIES?

When you search “how
many pages does Diary
of a Wimpy Kid have,”
you may be comparing
it to other popular
series like The Magic
Tree House (about
80-100 pages),
Captain Underpants



(about 128-160
pages), or Harry Potter
(which ranges from
300 to 800+ pages).
The Diary of a Wimpy
Kid books Sit
comfortably in the
middle - long enough
to offer a substantial
story but short enough
to be a quick read for
most children. The
heavy use of
illustrations also means
that a 217-page book
contains fewer words
per page than a
traditional novel,
making it feel even
faster to read.

This moderate length is
one reason the series
is so popular with
reluctant readers. The
page count is not
intimidating, and the
combination of text
and pictures keeps the
story moving briskly.
For parents and
teachers trying to
assign books, the

consistent page count
also makes it easy to
predict reading time -
most children can
finish a Diary of a
Wimpy Kid book in two
to four reading
sessions.

DOES THE NUMBER
OF PAGES AFFECT
THE PRICE OR
VALUE?

Generally, the page
count does not greatly
affect the cost of a
Diary of a Wimpy Kid
book, as the publisher
sets a uniform price for
new releases.
However, collectors
may pay more for first
editions with specific
page numbers or for
limited print runs that
have different
pagination due to
errors. For example,
the first printing of The
Ugly Truth (217 pages)
is identical to later
printings, but some
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early copies of The
Third Wheel had a
misprint that added an
extra blank page -
those can be sought
after by collectors.

For the average
reader, the page count
matters only if you
need to write a book
report that requires a
minimum number of
pages. In that case, all
main series books
exceed the typical 150-
page requirement for
most elementary
school assignments. If
you are looking for a
quick overview,
remember: most Diary
of a Wimpy Kid books
have exactly 217 or
224 pages.

COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT PAGE
COUNT

Occasionally, online
retailers or library

catalogs may list
incorrect page counts
for Diary of a Wimpy
Kid books. For
instance, some listings
show 216 or 226 pages
- these are usually
rounding errors or due
to the inclusion of
blank pages counted
differently. The official
publisher data from
Abrams Books always
states 217 or 224
pages. If you see a
different number,
verify with the ISBN or
the copyright page
inside the book.

Another misconception
is that the paperback
edition has fewer
pages because it is
smaller. In fact, the
paperback uses the
exact same pagination
as the hardcover; only
the cover material
changes. So when you
ask “how many
pages does Diary of
a Wimpy Kid have in
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paperback?”, the 1.

answer is the same as
for the hardcover.

HOW TO FIND THE
EXACT PAGE

COUNT FOR YOUR 5
EDITION

If you have a specific
copy and need to know
its page count, follow
these steps:

Look at the
copyright page
(usually the
second or third
page inside the
book).

. Check for a line

that says “First
edition” and note
the ISBN-10 or
ISBN-13.

If the book does
not have page
numbers printed
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