
Frankenstein Chapter 10 Summary 1

Frankenstein Chapter 10 Summary

Frankenstein Chapter
10 Summary

Downloaded from
old.setefer.com by Lane

Braxton

INTRODUCTION: A PIVOTAL
ENCOUNTER IN THE ALPS

Mary  Shelley's  Frankenstein  reaches  a
dramatic and emotional peak in Chapter
10. This chapter marks the long-awaited
con f ron ta t ion  be tween  V i c to r
Frankenstein  and  his  Creature.  The
narrative  shifts  from Victor's  domestic
tragedies  to  a  wild,  sublime  Alpine
setting, mirroring the internal turmoil of
the  protagonist.  A  Frankenstein
Chapter 10 Summary reveals not only
a  physical  meeting  but  a  profound
psychological  battle.  Here,  the  creator
and his creation finally face one another,
setting  the  stage  for  the  Creature's
compelling narrative that dominates the
rest  of  the  novel.  The  chapter  is
essential for understanding the themes
of  responsibility,  isolation,  and  the
monstrous  nature  of  both  characters.
This  art ic le  provides  a  detai led
breakdown  of  the  events,  characters,
and themes in this crucial section of the
novel. We will explore how Shelley uses
nature,  dialogue,  and  symbolism  to
deepen the tragedy. By the end, you will
have a thorough understanding of why
Chapter 10 is considered one of the most
significant  turning  points  in  Gothic
literature.

THE SETTING: MONT BLANC AND
THE GLACIER

Chapter 10 opens with Victor traveling
through the Swiss Alps after the murder

of his brother, William, and the wrongful
execution  of  Justine  Moritz.  He  seeks
solace  in  the  grandeur  of  nature.  The
descriptions  are  rich  and  evocative,
placing  the  reader  directly  into  the
sublime  landscape.  Victor  travels
through  the  valley  of  Chamounix,
eventually  ascending  to  the  glacier  at
the foot of Mont Blanc.
The setting is not merely a backdrop; it
is an active force in the chapter. The icy,
desolate  glacier  represents  the  cold,
barren  state  of  Victor's  own  soul.  He
describes  the  "mighty  Alps"  and  the
"dizzying precipices" as a way to escape
the "bitter sting" of his guilt. However,
this  isolation  is  precisely  what  the
Creature  uses  to  approach  him.  The
Creature has chosen this remote location
for  their  meeting,  away  from  the
judgment of other humans. The natural
environment—the  frozen  peaks,  the
r u s h i n g  i c e ,  t h e  t h u n d e r o u s
avalanches—amplifies  the  tension  and
foreshadows the raw, untamed emotion
of the coming conversation.
Shelley's detailed imagery serves a dual
purpose:  it  aligns  Victor  with  the
Romantic ideal of finding truth in nature,
while  simultaneously  highlighting  his
a l ienat ion  f rom  humani ty .  The
Frankenstein  Chapter  10 Summary
must  capture  how  the  landscape
becomes  a  character  in  its  own right,
holding  the  stage  for  the  dramatic
revelation  of  the  Creature.
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Victor's
Emotional State:

Guilt and Despair
Before the Creature appears, Victor is in
a state of profound emotional crisis. He
is haunted by the deaths of William and
Justine, both of which he feels directly
responsible for. His journey to the Alps is
an attempt to "forget" his troubles, yet
he  cannot  escape  his  own  mind.  He
describes his "ceaseless wretchedness"
and  a  sense  of  being  pursued  by  "a
fiend"  that  is,  in  reality,  his  own
conscience.
Victor's  dialogue with the landscape is
significant.  He speaks to the mountains,
the torrents, and the clouds as if  they
could  understand  his  pain.  This
personification of nature underscores his
isolation;  he  has  no  human  confidant
left.  He also  expresses  a  romanticized
longing for death, wishing for "the sleep
of  the  dead"  as  a  release  from  his
torment. This suicidal ideation sets the
stage  for  his  reckless  decision  to
confront the Creature. He is not seeking
reconciliation  but  rather  a  fight  to  the
death,  believing  that  destroying  his
creation  will  end  his  suffering.
His  emotional  vulnerability  makes  him
both  sympathetic  and  frustrating.  The
reader  understands  his  guilt,  but  also
recognizes his lack of foresight. He has
not learned from his past mistakes. He is
driven  by  irrational  hatred  and  fear,
which makes him an unstable narrator
during the ensuing confrontation.

THE CONFRONTATION: FACING

THE MONSTER

While resting on a glacier, Victor sees a
figure  "swiftly  approaching"  him.  He
immediately  recognizes  it  as  "the
wretch."  The  descr ipt ion  of  the
Creature's speed and agility across the
icy  terrain  emphasizes  its  superhuman
nature.  Victor's  initial  reaction  is  rage
and  violence.  He  raises  his  ice  axe,
ready to attack. The Creature, however,
does  not  respond  with  aggression.
Instead, it uses a commanding voice to
stop Victor, uttering the novel’s famous
line: "I am content to reason with you."
T h i s  m o m e n t  i s  c r u c i a l .  T h e
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highlights the inversion of expectations:
the human acts like a beast, while the
so-called monster appeals to reason and
logic.  The  Creature  acknowledges  the
hatred Victor feels but demands to be
heard.  He  claims  that  he  is  not  a
murderer by nature, but has been made
so by Victor's neglect. He calls Victor his
"creator" and holds him responsible for
every  sin  he  has  committed.  The
dialogue  is  a  masterful  exercise  in
rhetoric,  turning the tables  on Victor’s
accusations.
Victor is initially unmoved. He curses the
Creature  and  calls  it  a  "devil"  and  a
"fiend." He insists that they are enemies
and that he will never listen to its pleas.
However,  the  Creature  persists.  It
reveals that it has been following Victor,
learning  about  humanity,  and  suffering
immensely.  It  uses  its  intelligence  to
dismantle  Victor’s  self-righteous  anger,
pointing out that it was Victor who gave
it life, and Victor who abandoned it. The
confrontation  sets  the  stage  for  the
Creature’s narrative, which will begin in
the next chapter. Victor, worn down by
the  Creature's  logic  and  his  own
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exhaustion, eventually agrees to listen.

The Creature's
Speech and Plea
Before launching into its full  story, the
Creature makes a powerful speech that
contains  the  core  of  its  argument.  It
explains its initial state of confusion and
loneliness  after  being  abandoned.  It
describes its  attempts to connect  with
humans, only to be met with fear and
violence. The Creature insists that it was
born "benevolent and good"; its misery
and crimes were the result of rejection
and suffering. It asks Victor a profoundly
moral  question:  "Did  I  request  thee,
Maker, from my clay to mould me Man?"
This echoes John Milton's Paradise Lost
and  frames  the  Creature  as  a  tragic
figure,  a  fallen  angel  who  cannot  return
to grace.
T h e  C r e a t u r e ' s  p l e a  i s  f o r
companionship.  It  demands that  Victor
create a female companion, a creature
as hideous as itself, who will accept it.
The  Creature  argues  that  with  a
companion, it will leave Europe forever,
retreat  to  the  "vast  wilds  of  South
America," and live peacefully away from
human  society.  This  is  the  bargaining
stage  of  the  conflict.  The  Creature
believes  that  its  misery  is  caused  by
isolation, and that a partner will cure it.
Victor  is  deeply  conflicted.  He  feels
horror at the thought of creating another
monster,  but he also sees the logic in
the Creature's demand. The speech ends
with  a  threat:  if  Victor  refuses,  the
Creature  wi l l  exact  revenge  by
destroying everything Victor loves.
This speech humanizes the Creature. It
is no longer a mindless monster but a
sophisticated,  suffering  being.  The
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must underscore how this conversation
redefines the novel’s central conflict. It is
no  longer  about  a  man  hunting  a
monster, but about a creator negotiating
with  his  own  creation.  The  power
dynamic has shifted; the Creature now
holds the upper hand.

THEMES OF ISOLATION AND
RESPONSIBILITY

Chapter 10 brings several of the novel’s
key themes to the forefront. Isolation is
the  primary  driver  of  the  plot.  Victor
isolates himself from family and friends
due  to  his  secret.  The  Creature  is
isolated from all of humanity due to its
appearance.  Their  meeting  on  the
glacier is a meeting of two lonely souls,
yet  they  cannot  offer  each  other
comfort .  Their  iso lat ion  is  sel f -
reinforcing. The Creature’s demand for a
companion  is  a  direct  plea  to  end  its
loneliness.
Responsibility  is  the  second  major
theme.  Victor  is  confronted  with  the
consequences  of  his  scientific  ambition.
He  created  life  and  then  fled.  The
Creature argues that Victor has a duty to
care for his creation, much like a parent
t o  a  c h i l d .  V i c t o r  s h i r k s  t h i s
responsibility,  leading  to  tragedy.  The
chapter forces the reader to ask: who is
the real monster? Is it the Creature, who
kills  in  rage and desperation?  Or  is  it
Victor, who created a sentient being and
abandoned it to a life of torment? The
Frankenstein  Chapter  10 Summary
forces a complex moral judgment on the
reader.
Furthermore,  the  theme  of  prejudice
and  appearances  is  central.  The
Creature  is  judged  by  its  appearance,
not its character. Victor admits that the
Creature's  e loquence  and  logic
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momentarily  sway  him,  but  his  initial
reaction is based on physical revulsion.
This  highlights  the  tragedy  of  the
Creature's  existence:  it  is  capable  of
reason  and  love,  yet  is  denied  any
chance of human connection because of
its ugliness.

LITERARY ANALYSIS: RHETORIC
AND POWER

Shelley uses Chapter 10 to demonstrate
the power of rhetoric. The Creature is a
skilled  orator.  It  uses  logical  appeals
(logos),  emotional  pleas  (pathos),  and
moral  arguments  (ethos).  It  presents
itself not as a villain but as a victim of
circumstance.  It  quotes  from  Paradise
Lost  and compares itself  to Adam and
Satan, positioning itself as a tragic figure
who has been wronged by a negligent
God (Victor). This intertextuality enriches
the  chapter,  connecting  it  to  classical
literature and religious philosophy.
Victor,  in  contrast,  is  portrayed  as
emotionally unstable and less articulate.
His  arguments  are  based  on  fear  and
anger. He repeatedly calls the Creature
a "daemon" and a "devil," but he cannot
match the Creature's rational discourse.
By  the  end  of  the  chapter,  Victor  is
reduced  to  reluctant  agreement.  This
role reversal—where the monster is the
philosopher  and  the  human  is  the
brute—is  one  of  the  most  powerful
aspects of the chapter.
The  setting  also  serves  a  symbolic
function. The glacier is a "sea of ice" that
reflects  the  cold,  unyielding  heart  of
Victor. The precariousness of the terrain
mirrors  the  fragile  state  of  their
relationship.  The  chapter  ends  with
Victor  agreeing  to  l i s ten  to  the
Creature's  story,  which  begins  "in  the
next chapter."  This  creates a cliffhanger
that propels the reader forward, eager to

hear the Creature's own account of its
life.

SYMBOLISM OF THE ALPINE
LANDSCAPE

The Alps in Chapter 10 are not simply a
location;  they  are  a  symbol  of  the
sublime—a  key  concept  in  Romantic
literature.  The  sublime  describes  an
experience of awe and terror in the face
of nature's immense power. Victor seeks
the  sublime  to  soothe  his  guilt,  but
instead he encounters his own personal
terror in the form of the Creature. The
mountain peaks and glaciers represent
the  heights  and  depths  of  human
emotion. The cold, indifferent ice reflects
Victor’s  own  emotional  numbness  and
the creature’s frozen heart.
The glacier is also a place of isolation. No
other  humans are present.  This  allows
the  confrontation  to  be  pure  and
unmediated.  The  Frankenstein
Chapter 10 Summary often highlights
how the natural setting acts as a judge,
witnessing  the  clash  between  creator
and creation.  The "dizzying precipices"
and  "rushing  avalanche"  suggest  the
danger  and  ins tab i l i ty  o f  the i r
relationship.  One  wrong  step—either
literal  or  metaphorical—could  lead  to
destruction.
Furthermore, the landscape connects to
the  theme  of  the  natural  versus  the
unnatural.  Victor’s  creation  is  an
unnatural act of science, a violation of
the natural order. He flees to the natural
world  for  solace,  but  finds  that  nature
offers no escape. The unnatural monster
i s  fu l l y  a t  home  in  the  na tu ra l
wilderness, while the human creator is
alienated from both society and nature.
This paradox is central to the chapter’s
depth.



Frankenstein Chapter 10 Summary 5

5

CONNECTION TO ROMANTICISM
AND GOTHIC LITERATURE

Chapter 10 is a quintessential example
of  the  Romantic  literary  movement.  It
emphasizes  emotion,  individuality,  and
the power of nature. Victor's emotional
outpouring  and  his  dialogue  with  the
mountains  are  typical  of  Romantic
heroes.  The  Creature's  speech,  full  of
pathos and references to Milton, reflects
the  Romantic  fascination  with  the
outsider  and  the  outcast.
At the same time, the chapter contains
strong  Gothic  elements:  the  dark,
desolate setting; the supernatural being;
the sense of terror and impending doom;

and  the  psychological  torment  of  the
protagonist.  The Gothic monster is  not
just  a  physical  threat  but  also  a
psychological  one. The confrontation is
as much an internal battle for Victor as it
is  an external  one.  The Frankenstein
Chapter  10  Summary  sits  at  the
intersection of both genres, showing how
Shelley  melds  Romantic  idealism  with
Gothic horror.
The  chapter  a lso  quest ions  the
Enlightenment  belief  in  reason.  The
Creature  is  highly  rational,  but  reason
alone  does  not  save  it  from  misery.
Victor is a man of science, but science
has  led  him  to  ruin.  The  only  hope
offered is the Creature's


