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WHAT IS
DENATURED
ALCOHOL AND
WHY SHOPPERS
CHOOSE LOWE’S

When you walk into a
hardware store looking
for  a  powerful,  fast-
evaporating  solvent,
denatured  alcohol  is
often the product that
comes  to  mind.  This
versatile  substance
plays  a  key  role  in
countless DIY projects,
cleaning  tasks,  and
p r o f e s s i o n a l
applications.  If  you
have  been  searching

for  denatured  alcohol
at Lowe’s, you already
know it  is  one  of  the
most reliable places to
find  it.  Whether  you
a r e  a  s e a s o n e d
c o n t r a c t o r  o r  a
w e e k e n d  w a r r i o r
t a c k l i n g  h o m e
i m p r o v e m e n t ,
understanding  what
denatured  alcohol  is,
how  to  use  it  safely,
and  why  Lowe’s  is  a
t o p  c h o i c e  f o r
purchasing it can make
all  the  difference  in
your  project’s  success.
Denatured  alcohol  is
essentially ethanol that
has  been  rendered
undrinkable  by  the
addition  of  chemicals
such  as  methanol  or
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isopropyl  alcohol.  This
process  removes  the
beverage  alcohol  tax
and  makes  it  suitable
f o r  i n d u s t r i a l ,
h o u s e h o l d ,  a n d
workshop use. It burns
cleanly,  evaporates
quickly,  and  leaves
beh ind  very  l i t t le
residue, which makes it
a  f a v o r i t e  f o r
e v e r y t h i n g  f r o m
c lean ing  g lass  to
thinning shellac. When
you pick up a bottle of
denatured  alcohol  at
Lowe’s, you are getting
a  product  that  has
b e e n  c a r e f u l l y
f o r m u l a t e d  f o r
pe r fo rmance  and
safety.

UNDERSTANDING
DENATURED
ALCOHOL:
COMPOSITION AND
KEY PROPERTIES

Before  div ing  into
specific  uses,  it  helps
to  know  exactly  what

makes  denatured
alcohol  so  effective.
The base ingredient is
ethanol,  which  is  the
same  type  of  alcohol
found  in  a lcohol ic
beverages.  However,
denaturants are added
to  make  it  poisonous,
bitter, and nauseating,
which  discourages
human  consumption.
Common  denaturants
include  methanol ,
isopropyl  a lcohol ,
acetone,  methyl  ethyl
ketone,  and  various
other  compounds.

Physical
Character
istics
Denatured alcohol is a
clear,  colorless  liquid
with a sharp,  pungent
o d o r .  I t  i s  h i g h l y
flammable  and  has  a
r e l a t i v e l y  l o w
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flashpoint,  which
means  it  can  ignite
easily if exposed to an
open  flame  or  spark.
The  boiling  point  is
lower  than  water ,
which  explains  why  it
evaporates  so  rapidly
at  room  temperature.
These properties make
it an excellent solvent
for  many  resins,  oils,
and  waxes,  but  they
also  demand  respect
and  careful  handling.

Why
Denature
d Alcohol
Is
Different
from

Rubbing
Alcohol
Many shoppers confuse
denatured alcohol with
isopropyl  rubbing
alcohol,  but  they  are
not the same. Isopropyl
alcohol  is  typically  70
percent  or  91 percent
isopropanol mixed with
w a t e r ,  a n d  i t  i s
pr imari ly  used  for
disinfection. Denatured
alcohol,  on  the  other
hand, is mostly ethanol
w i t h  a d d e d
denaturants,  and  it  is
much more aggressive
as  a  solvent.  It  dries
faster  and  is  better
suited  for  tasks  like
degreasing  metal ,
cleaning  electronics,
and thinning finishes. If
you  are  considering
denatured  alcohol  at
Lowe’s  for  a  cleaning
or  solvent  application,
you  are  choosing  a



4

4 Denatured Alcohol Lowes 2023-08-19

product  designed  for
h e a v y - d u t y
performance.

WHY LOWE’S IS A
GO-TO SOURCE
FOR DENATURED
ALCOHOL

L o w e ’ s  c a r r i e s  a
variety  of  denatured
alcohol  products  from
trusted brands such as
Klean-Strip, Sunnyside,
and  Crown.  The  store
offers  different
container  sizes,  from
small  pint  bottles  for
occas iona l  use  to
gallon  jugs  for  larger
projects.  This  flexibility
makes  it  easy  to  buy
just  what  you  need
w i t h o u t  o v e r -
p u r c h a s i n g .
Additionally,  Lowe’s
provides clear labeling
and safety information
on  every  product ,
which helps customers
m a k e  i n f o r m e d
decisions.

Availabilit
y and
Convenie
nce
One  of  the  biggest
a d v a n t a g e s  o f
shopping for denatured
alcohol at Lowe’s is the
sheer  convenience.
With over 1,700 stores
across  the  Uni ted
States  and  a  robust
online ordering system,
you  can  find  the
product  quickly  and
easily.  Many  locations
also  offer  curbside
pickup  and  same-day
del ivery ,  which  is
especially helpful when
you are in the middle
of a project and need
suppl ies  fast .  The
product  is  typically
located  in  the  paint
thinner  and  solvents
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aisle,  near  shellac,
lacquer,  and  other
finishing  products.

Quality
and
Brand
Selection
L o w e ’ s  s t o c k s
denatured alcohol that
meets rigorous quality
s t a n d a r d s .  F o r
example,  Klean-Strip
Denatured Alcohol is a
popular choice because
i t  i s  1 0 0  p e r c e n t
d e n a t u r e d  a n d
contains  no  water  or
additives  that  could
c o m p r o m i s e
p e r f o r m a n c e .
Sunnyside  offers  a
similar  high-purity
formula that is ideal for
thinning  shellac  and
cleaning  brushes.
When  you  purchase

denatured  alcohol  at
Lowe’s,  you  can  trust
that  the  product  is
fresh,  properly  stored,
and ready for use.

COMMON USES
FOR DENATURED
ALCOHOL IN HOME
AND WORKSHOP

The  versat i l i ty  o f
denatured  alcohol  is
truly  impressive.  It  is
one of  those products
that  exper ienced
h o m e o w n e r s  a n d
tradespeople  keep  on
hand for a wide range
of  tasks.  Below  are
some  o f  t he  mos t
common  applications
where  dena tu red
alcohol  from  Lowe’s
shines.

Surface
Preparati
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on and
Cleaning
B e f o r e  p a i n t i n g ,
staining,  or  applying
a n y  c o a t i n g ,  t h e
surface must be clean
and free of grease, oil,
and  dust.  Denatured
alcohol is an excellent
degreaser and cleaner
for  metal,  glass,  and
plastic.  It  evaporates
completely  without
leaving  a  film,  which
means  your  paint  or
adhesive  wil l  bond
p r o p e r l y .  M a n y
professionals use it  to
wipe  down  surfaces
b e f o r e  a p p l y i n g
polyurethane,  varnish,
or  epoxy.  If  you  are
refinishing  furniture  or
preparing a surface for
a  fresh  coat  of  paint,
denatured  alcohol  at
Lowe ’s  i s  a  smar t
addition to your cart.

Thinning
Shellac
and
Other
Finishes
Shellac is a traditional
wood  finish  that  must
b e  t h i n n e d  w i t h
denatured  alcohol
before application. The
alcohol  dissolves  the
shellac  flakes  or
prepared  shellac  to
c rea te  a  smoo th ,
workable  consistency.
A s  t h e  a l c o h o l
evaporates, the shellac
dries  quickly,  allowing
y o u  t o  b u i l d  u p
multiple  coats  in  a
single  day.  No  other
solvent  works  as  well
for this purpose. If you
a r e  w o r k i n g  w i t h
shellac, you absolutely
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need  high-qual i ty
denatured alcohol, and
Lowe’s is  an excellent
source.

Cleaning
Paint
Brushes
and Tools
Cleaning brushes after
using oil-based paints,
varnishes,  or  shellac
can  be  challenging
with ordinary soap and
water .  Denatured
alcohol  cuts  through
these  finishes
effectively,  restoring
brushes  to  like-new
condition.  Simply soak
t h e  b r u s h e s  i n
denatured  alcohol,
w o r k  t h e  s o l v e n t
through  the  bristles,
and  rinse.  The  same
process  works  for
cleaning  spray  guns,

ro l lers ,  and  other
appl icat ion  tools .
Keeping a container of
denatured alcohol from
L o w e ’ s  i n  y o u r
workshop  will  extend
the  life  of  your  tools.

Removin
g
Stickers,
Adhesive,
and
Labels
Stubborn  adhesive
residue  from  stickers,
tape, or labels can ruin
the  appearance  of  a
surface.  Denatured
alcohol  breaks  down
the  adhesive  quickly,
allowing you to wipe it
away  with  a  cloth.  It
works on glass, metal,
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p las t i c ,  and  even
painted  surfaces,  as
long  as  the  paint  is
cured and durable. This
is a safer alternative to
scraping  with  a  razor
b l a d e ,  w h i c h  c a n
scratch or damage the
surface.

Fuel for
Alcohol
Stoves
and
Camp
Equipme
nt
Denatured alcohol is a
popular fuel for alcohol
s t o v e s ,  c a m p i n g
stoves,  and  portable
hea te r s .  I t  bu rns
cleanly and produces a

steady  flame  without
the  soot  and  odor
associated  with  other
fuels .  I f  you  enjoy
camping or emergency
preparedness, having a
bottle  of  denatured
alcohol from Lowe’s in
y o u r  g e a r  c a n  b e
invaluable.  It  lights
eas i l y  and  can  be
extinguished simply by
cutting  off  the  oxygen
supply.

Disinfecti
ng and
Sanitizing
While isopropyl alcohol
is  the  standard  for
medical  disinfection,
denatured alcohol also
has  ant imicrob ia l
properties.  It  can  be
u s e d  t o  s a n i t i z e
surfaces in workshops,
garages,  and  other
n o n - f o o d  a r e a s .
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H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s
important to note that
denatured  alcohol  is
not intended for wound
care  or  any  medical
application because of
the toxic additives. For
g e n e r a l  s u r f a c e
d i s i n f e c t i o n  i n  a
workshop  setting,  it
works  well.

HOW TO CHOOSE
THE RIGHT
DENATURED
ALCOHOL AT
LOWE’S

When you stand in the
solvent aisle at Lowe’s,
you  m igh t  no t i ce
several options labeled
as  denatured  alcohol.
H e r e  a r e  t h e  k e y
factors  to  consider
when  making  your
selection.

Purity

and
Water
Content
The  best  denatured
a l c o h o l  f o r  m o s t
applications is one that
is as pure as possible.
Look  for  products
labeled as 100 percent
denatured  alcohol  or
those  that  speci fy
minimal water content.
Water  in  the  alcohol
can cause issues when
thinning  shellac  or
cleaning  grease,  as
w a t e r  d o e s  n o t
evaporate  as  quickly
and can leave streaks.
K l e a n - S t r i p  a n d
Sunnyside  both  offer
high-purity options that
professional  finishers
trust.
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Container
Size
Consider  how  much
you will use. If you are
a hobbyist  who needs
denatured  alcohol
occasionally, a quart or
pint  bottle is  sufficient.
If  you  are  refinishing
furniture,  cleaning
tools regularly, or using
it as fuel, a gallon jug
is  more  economical.
Lowe’s typically stocks
sizes  ranging  from  8
ounces to 1 gallon, so
you  can  match  the
q u a n t i t y  t o  y o u r
project.

Brand
Reputatio
n
Stick  with  established
brands  that  have  a

history  of  qual i ty.
Klean-Strip, Sunnyside,
and Crown are  widely
available at Lowe’s and
a r e  k n o w n  f o r
consistent  purity  and
performance.  Avoid
generic  or  store-brand
alternatives unless you
have  verified  their
composition.  Reading
customer  reviews  on
the Lowe’s website can
also  provide  insight
into  how  a  particular
product  performs  in
real-world  conditions.

SAFETY TIPS FOR
HANDLING
DENATURED
ALCOHOL

Denatured alcohol is a
powerful solvent, and it
must  be  handled with
care.  The  following
safety  practices  will
h e l p  y o u  u s e  i t
effectively  while
minimizing  risk.
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Proper
Ventilatio
n
Always  use  denatured
a l coho l  i n  a  we l l -
ventilated  area.  The
fumes  are  strong  and
can  cause  dizziness,
h e a d a c h e s ,  o r
respiratory  irritation  if
i n h a l e d  i n  l a r g e
amounts.  If  you  are
working  indoors,  open
windows and doors, or
use a fan to  keep air
moving. For prolonged
use,  consider  wearing
a  resp i r a to r  w i th
o r g a n i c  v a p o r
cartridges.

Flammabi
lity

Precautio
ns
Denatured  alcohol  is
highly flammable. Keep
i t  away  f rom  open
flames,  sparks,  pilot
lights, and any source
of  ignit ion.  Do  not
smoke  while  using  it.
Store the container in a
cool,  dry  place  away
from  heat  sources.
When disposing of rags
or paper towels soaked
in  denatured  alcohol,
spread them out to dry
in  a  safe  location,  or
place them in a sealed
metal  container  to
prevent  spontaneous
combustion.

Skin
Contact
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and Eye
Protectio

n
Denatured alcohol can
dry out and irritate the
skin  with  repeated
exposure. Wear gloves
made  o f  n i t r i le  o r
neoprene  to  protect
your  hands.  Safety
glasses or goggles are
r e c o m m e n d e d  t o
prevent  splashes  from
reaching your  eyes.  If
contact  occurs,  rinse
the  affected  area  with
plenty of  water  for  at
least  15  minutes  and
seek medical attention
if irritation persists.

Storage
and

Disposal
S t o r e  d e n a t u r e d
alcohol  in  its  original
container  or  a  clearly
labeled,  approved
safety can. Keep it out
of  reach  of  children
and pets. Do not pour
denatured  alcohol
down the drain or into
the soil, as it can harm
the  env i ronment .
Check  with  your  local
waste  management
faci l i ty  for  proper
disposal  guidelines.
Many  communities
have hazardous waste
collection  sites  that
accept  solvents.

DENATURED
ALCOHOL VS.
OTHER SOLVENTS:
WHICH ONE DO
YOU NEED?

If you are shopping at
Lowe’s, you might also
see  acetone,  mineral
spirits,  paint  thinner,
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and  isopropyl  alcohol.
How  does  denatured
alcohol compare? Here
is  a  quick  breakdown
to help you choose.

Acetone –
Evaporates even
faster than
denatured
alcohol and is
excellent for
removing
superglue and
nail polish.
However, it can
damage many
plastics and is
more aggressive
on finishes.
Denatured
alcohol is gentler
on surfaces and
safer for cleaning
wood and metal.
Mineral Spirits
and Paint
Thinner – These
are petroleum-
based solvents
that are less
aggressive than
denatured

alcohol. They are
better for
cleaning oil-
based paints and
varnishes but
leave a residue.
Denatured
alcohol
evaporates
completely and
is ideal for
shellac and fuel.
Isopropyl
Alcohol – This is
the go-to for
disinfecting and
cleaning
electronics. It is
less toxic than
denatured
alcohol but not
as effective as a
solvent for heavy
grease, shellac,
or adhesive
removal.

For most workshop and
home  improvement
tasks ,  denatu red
alcohol strikes the best
ba lance  be tween
effectiveness  and
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safety. That is why it is
a staple at Lowe’s and
in  the  toolboxes  of
professionals.

FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
ABOUT
DENATURED
ALCOHOL AT
LOWE’S

Can I use

denature
d alcohol
to clean
wood
before
staining?


