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INTRODUCTION

Acrylic painting offers a world of creative
possibilities,  and  few  things  are  more
satisfying than achieving the perfect hue
with a well-planned mix. For artists who
demand  consistency,  vibrancy,  and
lightfastness,  Golden  acrylics  have
long been a trusted professional choice.
Whether  you  are  a  beginner  eager  to
move beyond basic primary colors or an
experienced  painter  refining  your
palette,  understanding  how  to  mix
Golden paints opens the door to endless
color expression. This article serves as
your  comprehensive  resource,  drawing
on both  fundamental  color  theory  and
the  practical  insights  found  in  the
specialized  Golden  Acrylic  Color
Mixing  Guide  Rletc.  We  will  explore
why this guide has become an essential
reference,  how to  use it  effectively,  and
how to apply its principles to your own
work. By the end, you will feel confident
mixing  clean,  predictable  colors  that
elevate your painting practice.

WHY COLOR MIXING MATTERS IN
ACRYLICS

Color  mixing  is  a  skill  that  separates
casual painting from intentional artistry.
With acrylics, the fast drying time means
you have a limited window to adjust a
mixture  on  the  palette.  Therefore,
knowing  how  to  achieve  your  desired

color  quickly  saves  paint,  time,  and
frustration.  Moreover,  acrylics  can
change  slightly  in  value  as  they  dry,
making  accurate  mixing  even  more
critical.  Professional brands like Golden
formulate their paints with high pigment
loads  and  minimal  fillers,  resulting  in
mixes  that  remain  true  to  their  initial
appearance. The Golden Acrylic Color
Mixing Guide Rletc takes advantage of
this quality by providing reliable recipes
and ratios that work consistently across
Golden’s  extensive  product  l ine.
Whether  you  work  with  Heavy  Body,
Fluid,  or  High  Flow  acryl ics,  the
principles  remain  the  same,  and  this
guide helps you navigate the nuances.

UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF
COLOR THEORY

Before diving into any mixing guide, it
helps to revisit the core concepts of color
theory .  Every  a r t i s t  shou ld  be
comfortable with the color wheel, which
organizes  hues  according  to  their
relationships.  The  three  primary
colors—red, yellow, and blue—cannot be
created  by  mixing  other  colors.
Secondary colors (orange, green, violet)
come  from  mixing  two  primaries.
Tertiary  colors  fill  the  gaps  between
them.  Value refers  to  the  lightness  or
darkness  of  a  color,  while  saturation
describes  its  vividness.  When  mixing
Golden acrylics, you must consider both
value  and  saturation.  For  instance,
adding white will lighten a color but can
also  reduce  its  intensity.  The  Golden
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Acrylic  Color  Mixing  Guide  Rletc
addresses  these  nuances  by  offering
specific  combinations  that  maintain
chromatic  purity,  especially  when
working  with  high-quality  pigments.

The Role of
Undertones
Every  pigment  has  an  undertone  that
influences  how  it  behaves  in  a  mix.  A
cadmium red,  for  example,  might lean
slightly orange, while a quinacridone red
has  a  bluish  undertone.  The  Golden
Color  Mixing  Guide  Rletc  accounts  for
these  undertones,  allowing  you  to
predict the outcome more accurately. If
you mix a blue with a red that has a
green undertone, you could end up with
a muddy brown instead of a clean violet.
By consulting the guide, you learn which
specific  Golden  colors  combine  to
produce  the  purest  secondaries  and
tertiaries.

WHAT IS THE GOLDEN ACRYLIC
COLOR MIXING GUIDE RLETC?

The term Golden Acrylic Color Mixing
Guide  Rletc  refers  to  a  specialized
reference  tool  developed  by  Golden
Artist Colors. While “Rletc” may appear
as  an  abbreviation  or  code—possibly
standing  for  “Red,  Light,  etc.”  or  a
product  series—it  is  most  commonly
associated  with  their  comprehensive
mixing  charts  and  instruct ional
materials. This guide is not merely a list
of formulas; it is a practical system that
shows  how  to  mix  each  Golden  color
from a limited palette of core paints. It
includes  swatches,  mixing  rat io
recommendations, and tips for achieving
specific  effects  such  as  tints,  shades,
and  tones.  Many  professional  artists

keep a printed version in their studio or
refer  to  the  digital  edition  for  quick
decisions.  The  guide  is  particularly
valuable  because  Golden  produces  a
wide  array  of  hues,  including  earth
tones, modern synthetic pigments, and
iridescent  colors.  Without  a  reliable
reference,  mixing  these  could  become
guesswork.

Key Features of
the Guide

Color Chips and Formulas: Each
entry shows the base color, mixing
proportions, and the resulting
mixture.
Undertone and Opacity
Information: Notes on
transparency, staining, and
undertone help users make
informed choices.
Limited Palette Strategies: The
guide demonstrates how to create
a full spectrum from as few as six
to eight colors, saving money and
simplifying the palette.
Compatibility Across Lines:
Since Golden offers different
viscosity paints, the guide
accounts for adjustments needed
when switching from Heavy Body
to Fluid.

By studying the Golden Acrylic Color
Mixing Guide Rletc, you learn not just
recipes but also the underlying logic of
color  mixing.  You  become  better  at
improvising  when  you  don’t  have  a
specific color on hand.

ESSENTIAL MIXING TECHNIQUES
WITH GOLDEN ACRYLICS

Now let us translate the guide’s wisdom
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into actionable techniques. The following
methods work  well  with  Golden paints
and are supported by the guidance in
the Rletc edition.

Creating Pure
Secondaries
To mix  a  vibrant  orange,  use a  warm
yellow (like Hansa Yellow Medium) and a
warm red (like Pyrrole Red). For a clean
green, pair a cool yellow (Yellow Oxide
or Hansa Yellow Light) with a blue-green
(Phthalo  Green  or  Phthalo  Blue).  For
violet, combine a cool red (Quinacridone
Magenta) with a warm blue (Ultramarine
Blue).  The guide provides exact ratios,
but a good starting point is equal parts
by  volume,  then  adjust.  Using  the
Golden  Acrylic  Color  Mixing  Guide
Rletc,  you  can  see  exactly  which  red
and  yellow  produce  the  orange  you
envision.

Mixing Neutrals
and Earth Tones
Neutrals  are  essential  for  shadows,
backgrounds,  and  reducing  saturation.
Instead of  using black,  which can dull
colors,  mix  complementary  colors.  For
example, combine Ultramarine Blue with
Burnt  Sienna  to  create  a  rich  dark
neutral. Adding white gives you a series
of  grayish  tones.  The  Rletc  guide
includes several  neutral  mixing recipes
that  produce  subtle  variations.  Earth
tones like raw umber or yellow ochre can
be mixed from primary complementary
pairs or by using Golden’s ready-made
earth  pigments.  Understanding  these
mixtures  gives  you  control  over  the
warmth and coolness of your neutrals.

Adjusting Value
Without Losing
Saturation
Lightening  a  color  with  white  often
results in a pastel,  which may be less
saturated.  To  lighten  while  preserving
intensity,  mix in  a  lighter  color  of  the
same hue family. For example, to lighten
a deep blue, add a small amount of a
lighter  blue  like  Cerulean,  then  adjust
with  white  only  if  needed.  The  guide
details  these  advanced  techniques,
showing  how  to  create  tints  that  still
glow.  Similarly,  darkening a  color  with
black  can  create  muddiness.  Instead,
use a complementary color or a darker
version of the same hue, such as deep
violet  to  darken  a  red.  The  Golden
Acrylic  Color  Mixing  Guide  Rletc
provides  specific  pairings  for  these
subtle  shifts.

COMMON COLOR MIXING
CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS

Even with a guide, artists face hurdles.
Here  are  typical  issues  and  how  the
Golden guide helps resolve them.

Problem: Muddy
Mixes
Muddiness  occurs  when  too  many
pigments  are  combined,  especially
complements.  To  fix  this,  limit  your
palette.  The  Rletc  guide  encourages
using  no  more  than  three  colors  in  a
mixture (plus white or black if needed).
For example, a muddy green might be
corrected by adding more pure yellow or



4

4 Golden Acrylic Color Mixing Guide Rletc 2023-05-10

blue rather than continuing to blend. The
guide  also  highlights  which  colors  are
natural ly  opaque  and  which  are
transparent;  using  opaque  colors
sparingly  prevents  dullness.

Problem:
Unpredictable
Drying Changes
Acrylics can darken slightly as they dry,
especially darker hues. Golden’s paints
are formulated to minimize this shift, but
it still occurs. The guide includes drying
shift notes for each color. For instance, a
mixture that looks perfect wet might dry
a half-step darker. By anticipating this,
you can mix a  slightly  lighter  version.
The Rletc edition often includes wet-to-
dry comparison swatches.

Problem:
Matching a
Specific Color
Suppose you need to replicate a color
from a photo or a previous painting. The
guide  offers  systematic  steps:  identify
the hue family, then the value, then the
saturation. Using the guide’s color chip
index,  you  can  find  a  close  match  and
then  adjust  using  the  mixing  ratios
provided.  For  exact  matches,  use  the
formula  as  a  baseline  and  tweak  by
adding  tiny  amounts  of  white  or  a
complementary color.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION:
SETTING UP YOUR OWN MIXING

PALETTE

Using  the  insights  from  the  Golden
Acrylic Color Mixing Guide Rletc, let
us  build  a  compact  palette  that  can
produce thousands of colors. Start with
these eight Golden Heavy Body colors:

Hansa Yellow Light1.
Pyrrole Red2.
Quinacridone Magenta3.
Ultramarine Blue4.
Phthalo Blue (Green Shade)5.
Phthalo Green (Blue Shade)6.
Yellow Oxide7.
Burnt Sienna8.

Add Titanium White and Carbon Black for
value adjustments. With these, you can
mix  almost  any  color  you  need.  The
guide  provides  specific  recipes  for
greens,  violets,  oranges,  and  neutrals
using  this  exact  list.  Keep  a  small
notebook  where  you  record  the  ratios
f r o m  t h e  g u i d e  a n d  y o u r  o w n
experiments.  Over  time,  you  wil l
internalize  many  of  these  mixtures.

ADVANCED TIPS FROM THE
RLETC GUIDE

Using
Transparency to
Your Advantage
Golden labels each paint’s transparency
on the tube. The guide explains how to
layer  transparent  colors  over  opaque
ones  to  create  depth.  For  example,  a
transparent  yellow  over  a  white  base
creates  a  glowing  stain.  The  mixing
guide includes opacity ratings for every
mixture,  so  you  know  whether  a
resulting color will be opaque enough to
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cover previous layers.

Creating Custom
Grays
A  ful l  gray  scale  is  essential  for
underpainting  and  monochromatic
studies. Mix Ultramarine Blue and Burnt
Sienna in varying proportions, then add
white to adjust value. The guide gives
specific  percentages,  producing  a  range
from  warm  grays  to  cool  grays.  This
method  yields  grays  that  have  subtle
color interest,  unlike flat machine-mixed
grays.

Glazing with
Mixed Colors
For  glazing,  you  need  transparent
mixtures.  The  guide  identifies  which
colors  are inherently  transparent,  such
as Quinacridone Gold or Phthalo colors.
Mix  these  with  a  glazing  medium  or

water to create sheer layers. The Rletc
edition  includes  a  section  on  glaze
consistency  and  drying  times,  helping
you achieve smooth, even washes.

CONCLUSION

Mastering  color  mixing  with  Golden
acrylics  is  a  journey  that  rewards
patience  and  practice.  The  Golden
Acrylic  Color  Mixing  Guide  Rletc
serves  as  an  invaluable  companion,
offering  precise  recipes,  underlying
theory, and practical troubleshooting. By
understanding  color  relationships,
undertones, and the unique behavior of
each  pigment,  you  can  mix  with
confidence  and  creativity.  Whether  you
are aiming for the purest secondary, a
nuanced neutral,  or a custom tint that
captures  a  fleeting  moment,  this  guide
helps you achieve your vision.  Keep it
close at hand in your studio, experiment
regularly, and soon you will find yourself
mixing  intuitively  without  needing  to
consult the chart. Embrace the process,
and  let  the  vibrant  world  of  Golden
acrylics expand your artistic horizons.


