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YOUR CREATIVE JOURNEY
STARTS HERE

If you have ever dreamed of translating
the images in your mind onto a glowing
screen, you are in the right place. Digital
art can feel like a foreign language when
you are just starting out. The stylus feels
slippery,  the  tools  seem  endless,  and
every tutorial you watch makes it look
effortless. That is where this Beginners
Guide  To  Digital  Paint ing  In
Procreate  comes in.  We are going to
strip away the intimidation and focus on
what  actually  matters:  getting  you
comfortable,  confident,  and  creating  art
you  are  proud  of.  Procreate  is  widely
considered  the  gold  standard  for  iPad
illustration,  and  for  good  reason.  It  is
powerful yet surprisingly intuitive. By the
end of  this  guide,  you will  understand
the core concepts of digital painting and
have a clear roadmap for your practice.
Let us open the app and get started.

UNDERSTANDING THE
PROCREATE WORKSPACE

Before you can paint, you need to know
where  everything  lives.  When  you  first
open Procreate, you are greeted by the
Gallery. This is your digital studio lobby,
showing thumbnails of all your artwork.
Tap the plus icon in the top right corner
to  create  a  new canvas.  You  will  see
preset sizes for social media, print, and

screen. For practice, choose the Square
4K  canvas.  It  offers  plenty  of  resolution
without being overwhelming.
Once inside a  canvas,  the interface is
clean and minimal. On the top left, you
have the Gallery  button, Actions  (the
wrench icon), Adjustments (the magic
wand), and Selection  (the S icon). On
the top right,  you find Brush,  Smudge,
and  Eraser  tool  icons.  The  top  bar
shows your Brush Size,  Opacity,  and
color information. The right edge of the
screen is where your Layers panel and
Color  panel  live.  Do not  feel  like  you
need to memorize everything right now.
The beauty of this Beginners Guide To
Digital Painting In Procreate  is that
you  learn  by  doing.  Tap  around.  Get
curious.  You cannot  break the  app by
exploring menus.

The Gallery:
Organizing Your
Art
The Gallery is  more than just  a folder
view.  You  can  create  Stacks  by
dragging  one  artwork  onto  another  to
keep  projects  organized.  You  can  also
import images by tapping Import in the
top  left.  This  is  useful  if  you  want  to
paint over a photo or use a reference
image  directly  in  your  workspace.  For
beginners,  keeping  a  clean  gallery
reduces  overwhelm.  Name  your
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canvases  something  descriptive  like
"Practice Eyes" or "First Landscape." This
small  habit  helps  you  track  your
progress  over  time.

ESSENTIAL TOOLS EVERY
BEGINNER MUST KNOW

Let us talk about the tools you will use
most. Procreate comes with hundreds of
brushes, but you only need a handful to
get  started.  The  6B  Pencil  under
Sketching  i s  perfect  for  rough
thumbnails  and  loose  drawing.  It
responds  to  pressure  sensitivity
beautifully. For inking, try the Technical
Pen  under Inking.  It  delivers a clean,
consistent  line.  For  painting,  the  Flat
Brush  under Painting  is  excellent  for
laying down solid color. The Soft Brush
under  Airbrushing  is  your  go-to  for
blending and soft shadows.

Understanding
Brush Settings
Do not be afraid to modify a brush. Tap
on a brush to enter the Brush Studio.
Here  you  can  adjust  Size,  Opacity,
Flow ,  and  much  more .  For  th is
Beginners Guide To Digital Painting
In  Procreate,  focus  on  two  settings:
Opacity and Size. Lowering the opacity
allows you to build up color gradually,
which is  essential  for  smooth shading.
Changing the size is intuitive, just drag
your finger up and down on the left side
of the screen. This gesture is called the
Quickline  shortcut  and works  system-
wide in Procreate.

MASTERING LAYERS FOR NON-
DESTRUCTIVE PAINTING

Layers are arguably the most important
concept in digital art. Think of them like

transparent  sheets  stacked  on  top  of
each other. You can draw on one without
affecting  the  layers  below.  This  means
you can experiment without fear. If you
make  a  mistake,  you  throw away  the
layer, not the whole painting.
To create a new layer, tap the Layers
icon (two overlapping squares) in the top
right, then tap the plus sign. Name your
layers  something  meaningful  like
"Sketch,"  "Line Art,"  "Base Color,"  and
"Shadows." This discipline will save you
hours of frustration as your painting gets
complex.

Blending Modes
for Beginners
Blending  modes  change  how  a  layer
interacts with the layers beneath it. For a
beginner,  the  most  useful  modes  are
Multiply ,  Screen ,  and  Overlay .
Multiply  darkens  everything  below  it,
perfect  for  shadows.  Screen  lightens,
great  for  highlights  or  glow  effects.
Overlay increases contrast. Experiment
by  tapping  your  layer  thumbnail  and
selecting  Blending  Mode  from  the
menu. Do not memorize them all,  just
play and see what happens.

COLOR THEORY MADE SIMPLE
FOR DIGITAL PAINTING

Color can be intimidating, but Procreate
makes it friendly. Tap the colored circle
in the top right to open the Color Panel.
You have four ways to pick color: Disc,
Classic, Value, and Palettes. The Disc
is the most intuitive for beginners. You
pick your hue from the outer ring and
your saturation and brightness from the
inner triangle.
A  simple  rule  for  harmonious  color:
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choose  one  dominant  hue  and  one
accent hue.  For a sunset scene, your
dominant  might  be  orange  and  your
accent purple. Keep your palette limited
to  3-5  colors.  Procreate  allows  you  to
save color  swatches.  Tap and hold  on
any color in the panel to add it to your
Palette.  This  is  a  game-changer  for
consistency across your painting.

Using the
ColorDrop
Feature
The ColorDrop tool is one of the most
time-saving  features.  After  picking  a
color, simply drag the color icon from the
top right corner and drop it  onto your
canvas.  It  will  fill  an  enclosed  area
instantly. If the fill bleeds out, adjust the
Threshold slider that appears. A lower
threshold  means  it  only  fills  areas  very
similar in color, while a higher threshold
fills  more  aggressively.  This  tool  is
amazing  for  flatting  base  colors  before
you  start  shading.

DIGITAL PAINTING TECHNIQUES
FOR BEGINNERS

Now let us put all of this together into
actual painting techniques. The process I
recommend  for  every  beginner  is:
Thumbnai l ,  Sketch ,  Line  Art
(optional), Base Colors, Shading, and
Highlights.  You do not have to follow
this rigidly, but it gives you structure.

Sketching and

Loose Drawing
Start with a new layer on top. Use the
6B Pencil  and sketch loosely.  Do not
worry  about  being  clean.  This  is  for
exploration. Use long, sweeping strokes
from your shoulder, not your wrist. Zoom
out  frequently  to  check  proportions.
Procreate  supports  up  to  5  fingers  on
screen for a quick undo gesture, but I
find the two-finger tap to undo is just as
fast. Sketch until you have a composition
you like.

Creating Clean
Line Art
If you want a line art style, create a new
layer  above  your  sketch.  Lower  the
opacity of your sketch layer to around
30%. Select a brush like the Technical
Pen or Studio Pen from the Inking set.
Draw  confidently.  Procreate  has  a
feature called StreamLine in the brush
settings that smooths your strokes. Turn
it up to 30-50% for ultra-clean lines. For
this  Beginners  Guide  To  Digital
Painting In Procreate, remember that
confidence  comes  with  practice.  Your
first lines will be shaky. That is normal.

Adding Base
Colors
Create another layer below your line art.
Use  the  Flat  Brush  to  block  in  your
colors.  You  can  use  the  ColorDrop
technique here to fill large areas quickly.
Keep your colors separated by using the
Selection tool. Make a selection of an
area,  then  fill  it.  This  gives  you  clean
edges without overlapping color. At this
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stage, your painting should look like a
coloring book.

Shading and
Lighting
Shading  brings  your  flat  colors  to  life.
Create a new layer on top of your base
colors  and set  it  to  Multiply  blending
mode. Pick a light purple or blue-gray for
shadows,  not  black.  Using  the  Soft
Brush,  paint where the light does not
hit.  Think  about  a  light  source.  Is  it
coming from the top left? Then shadows
fall  to the bottom right. For highlights,
create  a  new  layer  set  to  Screen  or
Overlay. Use a light yellow or white to
paint the bright spots. This simple two-
value approach will  instantly give your
art depth.

USING PROCREATE GESTURES
AND SHORTCUTS

Efficiency  is  key  in  digital  painting.
Procreate is packed with gestures that
speed  up  your  workflow.  Two-finger
tap  undoes  your  last  action.  Three-
finger tap redoes it. Two-finger pinch
zooms  in  and  out.  Three-finger  swipe
down  brings  up  the  copy  and  paste
menu. Four-finger tap  hides the entire
interface,  giving  you  a  distraction-free
view.  Five-finger  tap  is  another  undo
shortcut. Learning these gestures early
in  your  Beginners  Guide  To  Digital
Painting  In  Procreate  journey  will
make  you  feel  like  a  pro.

QuickMenu
Customization
You can also customize the QuickMenu.
Swipe up from anywhere on the canvas
with  one  finger  to  reveal  a  circular
menu.  You can assign your  most-used
actions here, like ColorDrop, Liquify, or
Adjustments.  To  customize  it,  go  to
A c t i o n s  ( w r e n c h )  >  P r e f s  >
QuickMenu.  This  puts  your  favorite
tools  at  your  fingertip  and  cuts  your
workflow  time  in  half.

COMMON PITFALLS AND HOW TO
AVOID THEM

Every  beginner  makes  the  same
mistakes. Knowing about them ahead of
time  will  save  you  frustration.  One
common pitfall is using too many layers.
While  layers  are  useful,  an  excessive
amount  can slow down your  iPad and
make your file bloated. Try to stay under
10-15  layers  for  a  single  illustration.
Another  mistake  is  ignoring  Canvas
Size.  Working on a canvas that is too
small  leads  to  pixelation  when  you
export. Always work at a resolution of at
least 2048 x 2048 pixels with 300 DPI
if you plan to print.
A third mistake is  not  using reference
images.  Even  professional  artists  use
references.  Do  not  feel  like  you  are
cheating. Collect images on a separate
layer  or  use  Reference  Mode  in
Procreate (under Actions > Canvas >
Reference


