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INTRODUCTION:
MASTERING
ENGLISH TENSES
WITH THE
EMJCIENCE RULE
CHART

For  many  learners  of
English, the system of
tenses can feel  like  a
labyrinth  of  rules,
e x c e p t i o n s ,  a n d
c o n f u s i n g  t i m e
references.  Whether
you  are  a  s tudent
preparing for exams, a
professional  polishing
your  communication
skills,  or  a  non-native
speaker  striving  for

fluency,  understanding
English  tenses  is  a
foundational step. Yet,
the  sheer  number  of
tense  forms  –  twelve
main  tenses  in  the
active  voice  alone  –
o f t e n  l e a d s  t o
frustration.  This  is
where a well-designed
reference  tool  can
m a k e  a l l  t h e
difference.  Enter  the
English  Tense  Rule
Chart  Emjcience,  a
structured and visually
intuitive  guide  that
simplifies  the
complexities of English
verb  tenses.  Unlike
traditional  grammar
tables,  the  Emjcience
chart is built on logical
p a t t e r n s  a n d
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mnemonic  cues  that
h e l p  l e a r n e r s
internalize tense usage
quickly.  In this article,
we  wil l  explore  the
essential  principles
behind English tenses,
break down each tense
g r o u p  u s i n g  t h e
Emjcience method, and
show you how to  use
this  chart  to  achieve
greater  accuracy  and
confidence  in  your
writing  and  speech.

UNDERSTANDING
THE FOUNDATION:
THE TWELVE
ENGLISH TENSES

Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the
Emjcience  chart,  it  is
helpful  to  revisit  the
basic  structure  of
English  tenses.  Every
tense  combines  two
key  elements:  time
(past,  present,  future)
and  aspect  (simple,
continuous,  perfect,
perfect  continuous).

T h i s  g i v e s  u s  t h e
classic  twelve-part
grid. The simple tenses
e x p r e s s  f a c t s  o r
habitual  actions;  the
continuous  tenses
emphasize  ongoing
activity;  the  perfect
tenses  connect  an
action to a later point
in time; and the perfect
continuous  tenses
combine duration with
relevance  to  another
t i m e .  W h i l e  t h i s
f r a m e w o r k  i s
straightforward  in
theory,  applying  it
c o r r e c t l y  i n  r e a l
sentences  requires
practice  and  a  clear
reference. The English
Tense  Rule  Chart
Emjcience is designed
to bridge that  gap by
present ing  these
re lat ionsh ips  in  a
visually organized way,
grouping  tenses  by
time and aspect while
highlighting  common
s igna l  wo rds  and
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sentence structures.

THE NEED FOR A
STRUCTURED RULE
CHART

Why  is  a  dedicated
c h a r t  l i k e  t h e
Emjc ience  one  so
v a l u a b l e ?  M a n y
grammar  books  list
tenses  in  tables,  but
these  can  be  dense
and hard to memorize.
Learners often confuse,
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e
present  perfect  with
the simple past, or the
future continuous with
the  future  perfect.  A
structured  rule  chart
addresses  these  pain
points  by  offering  a
clear,  at-a-glance
summary  o f  each
tense’s  formation
ru les  and  usage
c o n t e x t s .  T h e
Emjcience chart goes a
s t e p  f u r t h e r :  i t
incorporates  color
c o d i n g ,  l o g i c a l
g r o u p i n g ,  a n d

mnemonic devices that
help  the  brain  retain
information longer. For
v i s u a l  l e a r n e r s
especially,  having  a
chart  that  you  can
consult  quickly  –  and
eventually  recall  from
memory  –  transforms
tense  learning  from a
chore into an intuitive
process.

WHAT IS THE
EMJCIENCE TENSE
RULE CHART?

The  term  Emjcience
may be unfamiliar, but
i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a
methodical  approach
t o  g r a m m a r
visual izat ion.  The
Emjcience chart is not
j u s t  a  r a n d o m
collection  of  tense
f o r m u l a s ;  i t  i s  a
carefully  arranged
diagram that highlights
t h e  p a t t e r n e d
r e l a t i o n s h i p s
between tenses. At its
core, the chart uses a
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horizontal  timeline  to
show  past,  present,
and future, and vertical
columns  for  the  four
aspects.  Each  cel l
c o n t a i n s  a  c l e a r
formula  (e.g.,  Subject
+ had + past participle
for past perfect) along
with sample sentences
and  common  t ime
expressions. What sets
the  Emjcience  chart
apar t  i s  i t s  use  o f
emotive cues – small
icons or color markers
that indicate whether a
t e n s e  i m p l i e s
c o m p l e t i o n ,
continuation,  or  a  link
between  times.  This
s e n s o r y  e l e m e n t
makes  the  chart  feel
more  like  a  learning
companion than a dry
reference.

The Core

Tense
Categorie
s in the
Emjcienc
e Chart
To  navigate  the  chart
effectively, you need to
understand  its  two
organizing  principles.
First,  the  horizontal
axis lists the three time
frames:  Present ,
Past ,  and  Future .
Second,  the  vertical
ax is  l i s ts  the  four
aspects :  Simple ,
Continuous,  Perfect,
a n d  P e r f e c t
Continuous .  Each
intersection represents
a  distinct  tense.  The
Emjcience chart adds a
third dimension:  a  set
of signal words (such
as  “always,”  “now,”
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“s ince ,”  “by  next
week”) that are placed
alongside  each  tense.
This helps you quickly
m a t c h  a  t i m e
express ion  to  the
correct  tense –  a  skill
that  even  advanced
learners  sometimes
struggle  with.

How the
Emjcienc
e Chart
Works in
Practice
Imagine  you  need  to
describe an action that
started in the past and
c o n t i n u e s  t o  t h e
present.  Instead  of
guessing, you scan the
chart: under “Present,”
y o u  l o o k  a t  t h e
“Perfect”  column.  The
Emjcience  cel l  for

present  perfect  shows
the formula have/has +
past participle and lists
s igna l  words  l i ke
“already,”  “ just ,”
“since,” and “for.” You
also  see  a  small  icon
i n d i c a t i n g  a n
incomplete  t ime
frame (often a broken
circle). This visual clue
reinforces the concept
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t
perfect  connects  past
and present.  Similarly,
if you want to express
an  act ion  that  was
ongoing before another
past action, you move
to  the  Past  Perfect
Continuous  cell.  The
chart’s  layout  ensures
that you never have to
flip  pages  or  search
mult iple  sources  –
everything  is  in  one
logical view.

DETAILED
BREAKDOWN OF
EACH TENSE USING
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THE EMJCIENCE
RULES

Now  let’s  examine
each  tense  group  in
detail,  following  the
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
Emjcience  chart.  We
will  provide  the  rule,
t h e  p a t t e r n ,  a n d
examples  that  mirror
the  chart’s  content.

Present
Tenses
Present Simple – This
t e n s e  e x p r e s s e s
general  truths,  habits,
and  fixed  schedules.
The  Emjcience  rule:
Subject  +  base  verb
(add  -s/-es  for  third
person singular). Signal
words:  always,  often,
usually,  never,  every
day.  Example:  “She
writes  in  her  journal
every evening.”
Present  Continuous
–  Used  for  act ions

happening  now  or
around  now.  Rule:
Subject + am/is/are +
present  participle  (-
ing) .  Signal  words:
now,  at  the  moment,
cur rent ly ,  today .
Example:  “They  are
studying the Emjcience
chart right now.”
Present  Perfect  –
Links  past  actions  to
the  present.  Rule:
Subject  + have/has +
past  participle.  Signal
words:  already,  yet,
just, ever, never, since,
for.  Example:  “I  have
already  learned  the
present  perfect  rule
from  the  chart.”
Present  Perfect
C o n t i n u o u s  –
E m p h a s i z e s  t h e
duration  of  an  action
that started in the past
and  continues.  Rule:
Subject  + have/has +
b e e n  +  p r e s e n t
part ic ip le .  S igna l
words: lately, recently,
al l  day,  for,  s ince.



English Tense Rule Chart Emjcience 7

7

Example:  “We  have
b e e n  u s i n g  t h e
Emjcience chart for two
weeks.”

Past
Tenses
P a s t  S i m p l e  –
Describes  completed
actions  in  a  finished
t ime  per iod.  Rule:
Subject  +  past  verb
(regular -ed or irregular
form).  Signal  words:
yesterday,  last  week,
ago, in 2010. Example:
“ I  s t u d i e d  t h e
Emjcience  chart  last
night.”
Past  Continuous  –
Shows  an  ongoing
action  at  a  specific
past  moment.  Rule:
Subject + was/were +
present  participle .
Signal  words:  while,
when  (with  a  longer
action),  at  that  time.
Example:  “They  were

reviewing  the  rules
when  the  teacher
arrived.”
P a s t  P e r f e c t  –
Expresses  an  action
completed  before
another  past  action.
Rule: Subject + had +
past  participle.  Signal
words: already, before,
after,  never,  by  the
time.  Example:  “She
h a d  a l r e a d y
memorized  the  past
perfect  before  the
quiz.”
P a s t  P e r f e c t
C o n t i n u o u s  –
Emphasizes duration of
a  past  action  leading
up  to  another  past
moment. Rule: Subject
+  h a d  +  b e e n  +
present  participle .
S ignal  words:  for ,
since,  before,  all  day.
Example:  “They  had
been  practicing  the
Emjcience  rules  for
h o u r s  b e f o r e  t h e
exam.”
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Future
Tenses
Future  S imple  –
Expresses  predictions,
p r o m i s e s ,  a n d
spontaneous decisions.
Rule: Subject + will  +
base verb (or am/is/are
going to  + base verb
for  planned  actions).
S i g n a l  w o r d s :
tomorrow,  next  week,
soon,  later.  Example:
“ W e  w i l l  u s e  t h e
Emjcience chart to plan
our study schedule.”
Future Continuous  –
Describes  an  ongoing
action  at  a  specific
future  t ime.  Rule:
Subject  +  wil l  be  +
present  participle .
Signal  words:  at  this
time  tomorrow,  next
Monday  even ing .
Example:  “This  time
tomorrow,  I  wil l  be
reviewing  the  chart
again.”

Future  Perfect  –
Indicates an action that
wi l l  be  completed
before a certain future
point.  Rule:  Subject  +
w i l l  h a v e  +  p a s t
part ic ip le .  S igna l
words: by, by the time,
before, in (with a time
period).  Example:  “By
next  month,  you  will
have  mastered  a l l
twelve tenses with the
Emjcience chart.”
F u t u r e  P e r f e c t
C o n t i n u o u s  –
E m p h a s i z e s  t h e
duration  of  an  action
up to a future moment.
Rule:  Subject  +  will
have  been  +  present
part ic ip le .  S igna l
words: by then, for (a
duration),  for  the  last
(time).  Example:  “By
June,  I  will  have been
studying  English  for
two  years  using  this
method.”

PRACTICAL
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APPLICATION OF
THE EMJCIENCE

CHART

Knowing  the  rules  is
only  half  the  battle;
a p p l y i n g  t h e m
consistently  requires
active  practice.  The
Emjcience  chart  is
designed  for  repeated
use.  Print  it  out  and
keep it  on  your  desk.
When  you  wr i t e  a
s e n t e n c e ,  t a k e  a
moment  to  locate  the
tense on the chart and
verify the pattern. Over
t i m e ,  y o u  w i l l
i n t e r n a l i z e  t h e
formulas.  Another
effective  technique  is
to  create  your  own
examples  for  each
cell.  Write  a  personal
sentence  that  relates
to  your  life,  and then
check  it  against  the
chart’s  structure.  For
instance,  if  you  are
learning  the  present
perfect  continuous,

write  “I  have  been
working on this project
s i n c e  M o n d a y . ”
Confirm  that  the
formula  matches  the
chart. This active recall
strengthens  neural
pathways  and  moves
the  information  from
short-term to long-term
memory.

TIPS FOR
MASTERING
TENSES USING THE
EMJCIENCE
METHOD

Focus on one
tense family
per week: Start
with simple
tenses, then
continuous, then
perfect. The
Emjcience chart
naturally groups
these, so you can
isolate one
column at a time.
Use color
coding: If your
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chart is not
already colored,
assign a color to
each aspect
(e.g., blue for
simple, green for
continuous, red
for perfect,
orange for
perfect
continuous). This
visual
differentiation
helps the brain
organize
information.

Practice with
signal words:
The signal words
listed on the
Emjcience chart
are your secret
weapon. When
you see “since”
or “for,” you
immediately
know to consider
a perfect tense.
Create flashcards
with signal words
and match them
to the correct
tenses.


