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THE ALLURING RARITY: WHY THE
CROSSOVER VEHICLE WITH
MANUAL TRANSMISSION STILL
CAPTURES OUR HEARTS

In an automotive world increasingly
dominated by continuously variable
transmissions (CVTs) and eight-speed
automatics, the humble manual gearbox
is becoming a cherished anachronism.
Nowhere is this disappearance more
pronounced than in the crossover
segment—the family-friendly, go-
anywhere machines that have largely
abandoned the third pedal. Yet, for a
passionate subset of drivers, the
crossover vehicle with manual
transmission represents the perfect
marriage of practicality and driver
engagement. It offers the elevated
seating position, cargo versatility, and
all-weather capability of an SUV, paired
with the tactile connection and control
that only a stick shift can provide. This
article explores why these vehicles are
so rare, which models still (or recently)
offered a manual, and whether hunting
one down is worth the effort.

THE DECLINE OF THE STICK SHIFT
IN CROSSOVERS: A MARKET
REALITY

To understand the scarcity of a
crossover vehicle with manual
transmission, we must look at the forces

that shaped the market. For decades,
manual gearboxes were synonymous
with economy, performance, and low
cost. However, as crossovers evolved
from truck-based SUVs to car-based soft-
roaders, manufacturers shifted their
focus to comfort, fuel efficiency, and
broad appeal. Automatics—especially
modern CVTs and dual-clutch
units—became more efficient than
manuals in government fuel economy
tests, thanks to taller gearing and
optimized shift logic. Meanwhile, the
typical crossover buyer prioritizes ease
of use in stop-and-go traffic over rowing
their own gears. Consequently, most
automakers phased out manual options
to simplify production lines and cater to
the overwhelming majority.

By the early 2020s, the list of crossovers
available with a manual transmission in
mainstream markets shrank to a handful
of models. Brands like Subaru, Mazda,
Mini, and Jeep held out the longest, but
even they have gradually eliminated the
option. The result is a niche that thrives
almost entirely on the used car market,
where enthusiasts seek out examples
from the golden era of manual
crossovers.

TOP BENEFITS OF CHOOSING A
MANUAL CROSSOVER

Why would anyone deliberately seek out
a crossover vehicle with manual
transmission when automatics are
more convenient and often more
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efficient? The reasons go beyond simple
nostalgia.

Enhanced Driver
Engagement and
Control

Shifting gears yourself creates a deeper
connection between driver and machine.
In a crossover, which is often criticized
for being numb or isolated, a manual
gearbox injects a sense of involvement.
You choose the revs, you match the gear
to the situation—whether merging onto a
highway or crawling over a rocky trail.
This control is especially valuable in
crossovers used for light off-roading or
towing, where precise power delivery
can make a difference.

Superior Off-
Road Capability

Off-road enthusiasts have long praised
manuals for allowing better modulation
of torque in low-traction situations. You
can hold a gear, use engine braking on
descents, and avoid the unpredictable
torque converter behaviour of some
automatics. Many older crossover
vehicles with manual transmission—like
the Suzuki Grand Vitara or Jeep Wrangler
(though Wrangler is more an SUV)—were
beloved by overlanders for this reason.
Even modern examples like the Subaru
Crosstrek (available with a six-speed
manual until 2023) offered a level of
control that its CVT counterpart could
not match.

Lower Purchase
and Maintenance
Costs

Historically, a manual transmission was
a cheaper option on the price sheet.
While that gap has narrowed, manual
crossovers often require less complex
maintenance—no  transmission  fluid
flushes at short intervals, no valve body
failures. Clutch replacement is a wear
item, but it's typically far cheaper than
rebuilding a modern automatic or CVT.
For budget-conscious buyers who can
drive stick, the long-term ownership
experience can be more economical.

NOTABLE CROSSOVER VEHICLES
THAT OFFERED A MANUAL
TRANSMISSION

If you're in the market for a crossover
vehicle with manual transmission,
your options will depend heavily on
location and model year. Here are the
most significant examples from recent
years, both past and present (as of
2025).

Subaru Crosstrek
(2013-2023)

The Subaru Crosstrek is arguably the
most famous modern manual crossover.
Subaru offered a six-speed manual on
the base and Premium trims of the
Crosstrek for nearly a decade. It
combined Subaru’s legendary all-wheel
drive, decent ground clearance (8.7
inches), and a practical hatchback shape
with a satisfying shifter. The manual
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Crosstrek became a darling of outdoor
enthusiasts and driving purists.
Unfortunately, with the 2024 redesign,
Subaru dropped the manual entirely,
citing extremely low take rates (less
than 2% of sales). However, used
examples from 2018-2023 are plentiful
and remain a top recommendation.

Mazda CX-30
(2020-2024)

Mazda has long been a champion of
driver engagement, and the CX-30—a
subcompact crossover—was available
with a six-speed manual in select
markets. In the United States, the
manual was offered only on the base 2.5
S trim with front-wheel drive. It wasn't a
volume seller, but it provided a
wonderfully responsive shift feel and
enthusiastic handling. As of the 2024
model year, Mazda has phased out the
manual CX-30 in North America, though
it might still be available in other
regions. For those seeking a modern,
refined crossover with a stickshift, the
used CX-30 is a gem.

Mini Countryman
(2010-2023)

Mini has a heritage of manual
transmissions, and the Countryman
crossover continued that tradition. The
base Cooper Countryman came with a
six-speed manual, and even the
performance-oriented John Cooper
Works (JCW) variant offered a stick shift.
The Countryman’s quirky style, go-kart
handling, and optional all-wheel drive
made it a unique choice among manual
crossovers. Production ended for the

manual in many markets by 2023, but
earlier models can be found.

Jeep Renegade
(2015-2022)

Jeep introduced the Renegade as a
compact, off-road-capable crossover.
Early models offered a six-speed manual
transmission paired with Jeep’s Trail
Rated capability. The manual Renegade
was especially popular with budget-
conscious adventurers who wanted the
flexibility of a stick shift for rocky terrain.
However, reliability concerns and low
sales led Jeep to discontinue the manual
option after 2022.

Other Notable
Mentions

e Ford Escape (pre-2012): Older
Ford Escape models (especially
with the 2.3L engine) offered a
five-speed manual. These are now
high-mileage veterans but can be
found cheap.

e Kia Soul (2010-2023): While often
classified as a hatchback, the
Soul’s upright design and elevated
driving position qualify it as a
crossover. Manual versions were
available in lower trims until 2023.

e Suzuki Grand Vitara
(2005-2013): A true body-on-
frame SUV that drove like a
crossover, it offered a manual with
low-range gearing—a rare
combination.

e Hyundai Tucson (pre-2016):
Some older Tucson models came
with a manual, but they are
increasingly rare.



THE DRIVING EXPERIENCE: WHAT
IT’S LIKE TO ROW YOUR OWN
GEARS IN A CROSSOVER

Choosing a crossover vehicle with
manual transmission isn’t just about
nostalgia; it transforms the daily driving
experience. Imagine piloting a Subaru
Crosstrek through winding mountain
roads. The clutch take-up is light, the
shifter throws are short and precise, and
the all-wheel drive provides immense
grip. You accelerate out of a corner, rev-
match on downshifts, and feel the
engine’s character come alive. Contrast
this with the droning CVT in a competing
model, and the appeal becomes clear.

In traffic, @ manual crossover requires
more effort, but many enthusiasts argue
that it keeps the driver more attentive.
The elevated seating position of a
crossover already provides better
visibility than a sedan; adding a manual
transmission makes the driver feel like
they are commanding the vehicle rather
than simply steering it. For errands
around town, the clutch in most modern
manual crossovers is light enough to
avoid fatigue, though a heavy-duty
option in something like an older Jeep
Renegade may test your left leg.

HOW TO FIND A CROSSOVER
WITH A MANUAL TRANSMISSION
TODAY

The search for a crossover vehicle
with manual transmission requires
strategy. Since new options are nearly
extinct, used models dominate the
market. Here are practical steps to
narrow your hunt:

1. Use specific filters on car
listing sites: On platforms like
Autotrader, Cars.com, or CarGurus,

filter by “Manual” transmission
and select body styles like “SUV”
or “Crossover.” Be prepared to
widen your search radius, as these
cars are rare.

2. Focus on key years: Target
model years when manuals were
still offered. For Subaru Crosstrek,
look for 2013-2023. For Mazda
CX-30, 2020-2023. For Jeep
Renegade, 2015-2022.

3. Consider private sellers:
Enthusiasts often maintain their
manual crossovers well and may
list them on forums or Facebook
Marketplace. Join communities like
Subaru Crosstrek forums or Mini
enthusiast clubs to find listings
before they hit the mainstream
market.

4. Inspect the clutch and
transmission: A used manual
crossover may have endured hard
driving. Check for clutch slip,
strange noises, or difficulty
engaging gears. A pre-purchase
inspection by a trusted mechanic
is highly recommended.

CHALLENGES OF OWNING A
MANUAL CROSSOVER

While the driving rewards are
substantial, there are trade-offs. Resale
value is a double-edged sword:
enthusiasts will pay a premium for a
well-kept manual crossover, but the
general market may undervalue it,
making it harder to sell quickly.
Additionally, parts support for older
manual models may dwindle as
manufacturers stop producing clutch kits
and shift cables. If you plan to keep the
car for a long time, factor in potential
difficulty sourcing parts.

Another challenge is passenger and
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cargo compatibility. Most manual
crossovers were offered only in lower
trims, meaning you might miss out on
features like leather seats, premium
audio, or power liftgate. The manual
transmission also slightly reduces towing
capacity in some models due to different
final drive ratios. Always check the
manufacturer’s specifications.

THE FUTURE: WILL MANUAL
CROSSOVERS COME BACK?

It's unlikely we’ll see a resurgence of the
crossover vehicle with manual
transmission in the mainstream. The
industry is rapidly electrifying, and
electric vehicles don’t require multi-
speed gearboxes at all (though some

manufacturers are developing simulated
shifters for emotional appeal). However,
a few pockets of resistance remain.
Mazda continues to offer a manual in the
MX-5 Miata and possibly in future
crossover models if demand rises. The
upcoming Subaru BRZ (a coupe) retains
a manual, but Subaru has confirmed that
manual crossovers are likely gone for
good. The used market will remain the
primary source for years to come.

CONCLUSION: A NICHE WORTH
PRESERVING

The crossover vehicle with manual
transmission occupies a unique niche
in automotive history. It combines the
practicality that families and adventurers
need



