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UNVEILING THE
TRUTH ABOUT THE
EMPEROR'S SOUL
AND ELANTRIS
BOOK 2

For  fans  of  Brandon
Sanderson's  expansive
Cosmere universe, few
questions  ar ise  as
f requent ly  as  the
relationship  between
t w o  o f  h i s  m o s t
celebrated works: The
Emperor's  Soul  and
the  hypo the t i ca l
Elantris  Book  2.  A
common search query,
"The  Emperor's  Soul
E l an t r i s  Book  2 , "

suggests a widespread
assumption that  these
two  narratives  are
directly connected as a
series. This article will
explore  the  intricate
relationship  between
these  works,  clarify
the i r  s t anda l one
nature, delve into their
unique magic systems,
and  explain  why  they
are  often  mistakenly
linked. By the end, you
w i l l  h a v e  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
understanding  of  both
s to r i e s  and  the i r
distinct  places  within
the  Cosmere.
Brandon  Sanderson
h a s  c r a f t e d  a
reputation for intricate
w o r l d - b u i l d i n g ,
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compel l ing  magic
systems, and profound
p h i l o s o p h i c a l
questions. Both Elantris
and  The  Emperor's
S o u l  a r e  s t e l l a r
examples  of  his  craft,
yet  they  serve  very
different  purposes
within  his  l i terary
u n i v e r s e .
Understanding  why
they  are  frequently
grouped  together
requires a journey into
the very  fabric  of  the
Cosmere,  the  shared
universe where most of
h i s  adu l t  f an tasy
novels are set.  Let us
e m b a r k  o n  t h a t
journey,  separating
f a c t  f r o m  f a n
s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d
appreciating each story
f o r  i t s  u n i q u e
contributions.

THE COSMERE
CONNECTION: A
SHARED

UNIVERSE, NOT A
DIRECT SEQUEL

The primary reason for
the  "Emperor's  Soul
E l a n t r i s  B o o k  2 "
misconception  lies  in
the  Cosmere  itself.
Both  Elantris  and  The
Emperor's  Soul  take
place  on  the  same
shardworld:  Sel.  This
planet is  a fascinating
and  dangerous  place,
r a v a g e d  b y  t h e
shat te r ing  o f  two
Shards  of  Adonalsium,
D e v o t i o n  a n d
Dominion. The residual
power of these Shards
h a s  w a r p e d  t h e
p l a n e t ' s  m a g i c ,
creat ing  a  system
where magic is tied to
physical  location  and
specific  geometric  or
symbolic  forms.
However,  sharing  a
planet  does not  make
one  a  sequel  to  the
other.  Elantris  was
Sanderson's  first
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published  novel,  a
s t a n d a l o n e  e p i c
fantasy set in the city
of  Elantris  and  the
nation  of  Arelon.  The
Emperor's  Soul  is  a
novella, also set on Sel,
but  in  a  completely
different  nation:  the
Empire  of  the  Rose,
which  is  located on a
different continent. The
two  stories  occur  in
different  time  periods,
with  The  Emperor's
Sou l  tak ing  p lace
roughly a decade after
the events of  Elantris.
While  a  sharp-eyed
reader can spot subtle
connections, such as a
passing  reference  to
t h e  S h a o d  ( t h e
transformative  curse
from Elantris), the plot
of  The Emperor's Soul
in  no  way  continues
the  story  of  Raoden,
Sarene, or Hrathen.

Geograph
ic and
Temporal
Distance
on Sel
To  further  clarify,  the
Empire of  the Rose is
on a landmass far from
Arelon.  The  culture,
politics,  and  even  the
magic  system  are
distinct. The events of
The Emperor's Soul are
entirely  self-contained.
There is no mention of
the city of Elantris's fall
or  restoration.  The
novella is not a sequel
but  rather  a  separate
s to ry  exp lo r ing  a
different  facet  of  the
same world.  So,  while
searching  for  "The
Emperor ' s  Sou l
Elantris  Book  2"  is
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understandable, it is a
search  for  a  narrative
connection  that  does
not  exist  in  the  way
many assume.

DELVING INTO THE
EMPEROR'S SOUL:
A MASTERPIECE OF
ART AND IDENTITY

L e t  u s  t u r n  o u r
a t t e n t i o n  t o  The
Emperor's Soul itself,
w h i c h  i s  w i d e l y
considered  one  of
Sanderson's  finest
works. It won the 2013
Hugo  Award  for  Best
Novella, a testament to
its  emotional  depth
and  intellectual  rigor.
The  story  centers  on
Shai, a brilliant Forger
a n d  a  p r i s o n e r
condemned  to  death
for attempting to steal
the  country's  most
prized  artifact:  the
Sceptre  of  the  Rose.
Her  salvation  comes
from  an  impossible

task.  The  Emperor,
Ashravan,  has  been
attacked and left brain-
dead.  His  body  lives,
but the personality that
ruled  the  empire  is
gone.  To  prevent  a
political  collapse,  the
G r a n d  I n q u i s i t o r
Gaotona forces Shai to
use her forbidden art of
Forgery  to  create  a
n e w  s o u l  f o r  t h e
Emperor—a  soul  so
perfect  that  no  one,
not even the Emperor's
closest  advisors,  can
tell  the  difference.

The Art of
Forgery:
A Unique
Magic
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System
The  magic  system  in
The Emperor's  Soul  is
o n e  o f  i t s  m o s t
compelling  elements.
Forgery  is  the  art  of
rewriting the history of
an object.  By creating
a  detailed  "stamp"
inscribed  with  a  new
history,  a  Forger  can
overwrite  an  object's
past ,  changing  i ts
present  nature.  For  a
simple  example,  a
Forger  could  stamp  a
broken vase to have a
history  where  it  was
never  broken,  thus
repairing  it.

Placelessness:
Unlike AonDor in
Elantris, Forgery
is not tied to a
specific location.
It relies on the
Forger's deep
knowledge of an
object's history
and their artistic

skill in creating
the stamp.
The Need for
Plausibility: The
new history must
be plausible. A
Forger cannot
stamp a rock to
have a history of
being a dragon.
The changes
must be rooted
in the object's
inherent
potential.
The Soulstamp:
The most crucial
tool is the
soulstamp,
carved by the
Forger. In Shai's
case, she must
create a
soulstamp for a
living, thinking
human
being—the
Emperor. This is
a monumental
task, requiring
her to
understand the



6

6 The Emperor S Soul Elantris Book
2

2025-08-16

Emperor's life,
habits, and
personality so
perfectly that her
forged soul,
while not the
original, is
indistinguishable
and functional.

Themes
of Art,
Identity,
and
Essence
The  Emperor's  Soul
i s  a  p r o f o u n d
meditat ion  on  the
nature of identity. If an
exact copy of a soul is
made, is it "real"? Does
the  origin  matter,  or
only  the  functional
outcome?  Shai's  own
ident i ty  i s  a lso  at

stake. She is an artist,
a thief, and a prisoner.
As  she  works ,  she
pours her own essence
into the new Emperor's
soul.  The  question
becomes: is she saving
the Empire,  or  merely
committing a grand act
of  Forgery  that  will
deceive the world? The
story  challenges  the
reader  to  consider
what makes something
authent ic .  Is  i t  i ts
history,  or  its  present
truth?
T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p
between  Sha i  and
G a o t o n a  i s  t h e
emotional  core  of  the
novella.  Gaotona  is  a
stern,  principled  man
who  despises  Forgery
o n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l
grounds.  Yet  he  is
forced  to  oversee  its
greatest  application.
Through  their  tense
interact ions,  both
charac te rs  g row.
Gaotona  comes  to
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respect  Shai's  genius,
and  Shai  begins  to
understand  a  different
kind  of  value  beyond
pure  craftsmanship.
This  phi losophical
d e p t h  i s  w h y  t h e
novella  is  so  highly
regarded. It asks: if you
can  create  a  perfect
version  of  a  person,
have you saved them,
or replaced them?

UNDERSTANDING
ELANTRIS: THE
FALLEN CITY

To  fu l ly  grasp  the
connection  (or  lack
thereof)  between  the
two  works,  one  must
understand  Elantris
itself. It is a standalone
novel,  published  in
2005.  The  story  is  a
political  and  religious
thriller set in a city that
was  once  a  paradise.
The  Elantrians  were
g o d - l i k e  b e i n g s ,
glowing  with  power
a n d  p e r f o r m i n g

miracles  through  a
magic  system  called
AonDor.  However,  ten
years before the novel
begins,  the  magic
failed.  The Shaod,  the
transformation  that
turned  people  into
Elantrians,  still  took
people, but it no longer
gave  them  power.
Instead, it left them as
undead-looking,  pain-
w r a c k e d  b e i n g s ,
trapped in a decaying
city.

The
Three
Perspecti
ves
T h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f
Elantris  is woven from
t h r e e  d i s t i n c t
viewpoints:

Raoden: The1.
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Prince of Arelon,
who is taken by
the Shaod. He is
secretly locked
away in Elantris,
where he works
to bring hope
and order to the
fallen city. He is
a natural leader
and problem-
solver, a classic
Sanderson
protagonist.
Sarene: A sharp-2.
witted and
politically savvy
princess from a
neighboring
kingdom. She
arrives in Arelon
to marry Raoden,
only to find he is
presumed dead.
She must
navigate the
treacherous
Arelene court,
suspecting foul
play.
Hrathen: A high3.
priest of a

foreign,
expansionist
religion called
Shu-Dereth. He
arrives in Arelon
with a mission:
convert the
nation to his faith
within three
months, or it will
be invaded. He is
a complex
antagonist, a
true believer who
is conflicted by
the ruthless
politics of his
own church.

The
AonDor
Magic
System
AonDor  is  a  location-
dependent  mag ic
system.  Elantrians
could  draw  symbols
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called Aons in the air,
which  would  tap  into
the power of the land
itself.  The  power  is
strongest  in  Arelon,
specifically  near  the
city  of  Elantris,  and
grows  weaker  the
further one travels. The
"Reod,"  or  the  event
that  broke  the  magic,
is  tied  to  a  flaw  in  the
city's foundational Aon.
The  novel  culminates
in  a  race  to  discover
the  source  of  the  flaw
and restore the magic.
Elantris is a story about
hope  in  the  face  of
decay,  the  power  of
community,  and  the
danger  of  religious
extremism.  I t  i s  a
complete  story  with  a
definitive  ending.
There  is  no  cliffhanger
that demands a direct
sequel,  which  is  why
Sanderson has written
many  other  Cosmere
books  instead  of  a
direct  fol low-up.

WHY THE
EMPEROR'S SOUL
IS NOT ELANTRIS
BOOK 2

The  persistent  search
for  "The  Emperor's
Soul Elantris Book 2"
stems from a few key
factors. First, both are
on  the  same  planet.
For readers new to the
Cosmere,  a  shared
w o r l d  i s  o f t e n
synonymous  with  a
series.  Second,  the
novella  is  shorter  and
was  published  after
Elantris,  leading  some
t o  a s s u m e  i t  i s  a
companion  piece  or  a
sequel. Third, there are
minor  Cosmere-wide
connections,  such  as
the  p resence  o f  a
cha rac te r  named
Galladon  (a  character
from Elantris) making a
cameo as a member of
the  "Ire"  in  a  different
Cosmere novel, but not
in The Emperor's Soul.
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S a n d e r s o n  h a s
explicitly  stated  that
The Emperor's Soul is a
standalone novella. He
has  also  mentioned
that he plans to write a
d i r e c t  s e q u e l  t o
Elantris one day, which
he  tentatively  calls
Elantris Book 2. That
unwritten  book  will
l ikely  continue  the
s t o r y  o f  R a o d e n ,
S a r e n e ,  a n d  t h e
restored  c i ty .  The
Emperor's  Soul  is  not
that book. It is its own
unique,  self-contained
masterpiece.

Different
Genres
and
Pacing
From  a  s t ructura l
standpoint,  the  two
s to r i e s  a re  qu i t e

different.  Elantris  is  a
traditional epic fantasy,
sprawling in scope with
multiple plotlines and a
large cast. It  takes its
time to build the world
a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l
t e n s i o n s .  T h e
Emperor's  Soul  is  a
tight,  focused  novella
that takes place almost
entirely  within  a  few
rooms. It is an intimate
character drama with a
ticking clock. The pace
i s  q u i c k e r ,  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  c o u n t
s m a l l e r ,  a n d  t h e
philosophical  weight
heavier. They are both
fantastic  works,  but
they  operate  in  very
different  narrative
spaces.

THE SIGNIFICANCE
OF "THE
EMPEROR'S SOUL"
IN THE COSMERE

Even though it is not a
sequel to Elantris, The
Emperor's  Soul  holds
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an  important  place  in
t h e  C o s m e r e .  I t
introduces the concept
of  Forgery,  which  is
one  of  the  primary
magic systems on Sel.
This system is distinct
from AonDor, but both
draw  from  the  same
underlying  source  of
power:  the  Dor,  the

power of Devotion and
Dominion  trapped  in
the  Cognitive  Realm.
Understanding  Forgery
provides  a  deeper
insight into how magic
works  on  Sel,  and  by
extension,  within  the
entire  Cosmere.
T h e  n o v e l l a  a l s o
reinforces the Cosmere


