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UNDERSTANDING DA FORM 5748 R CHGHQP: A COMPLETE GUIDE FOR ARMY
EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

For anyone serving in the United States Army, proper documentation of equipment usage is not just
a bureaucratic necessity—it is a critical component of operational readiness, accountability, and
safety. One of the key documents used for this purpose is the DA Form 5748 R Chghqp. Often
referred to simply as the Equipment Operator’s Report, this form plays an essential role in tracking
the daily  operation of  military  vehicles  and heavy machinery.  Whether  you are a  new recruit
learning  the  ropes  or  a  seasoned  non-commissioned  officer  responsible  for  a  fleet,  understanding
this form inside out is vital. In this article, we will break down everything you need to know about the
DA Form 5748 R Chghqp, from its purpose and structure to best practices for completion and
common pitfalls to avoid.

What is DA Form 5748 R Chghqp?
The DA Form 5748 R Chghqp is an official U.S. Army document used to record the daily operation,
maintenance,  and  status  of  assigned  equipment.  The  “5748”  denotes  the  specific  form  number,
while the “R” indicates it is a revised version—typically replacing older iterations to streamline data
collection. The term “Chghqp” is a coded identifier often associated with a particular unit, location,
or  system version;  in  practice,  it  may  refer  to  a  specific  supply  or  maintenance  code  used  in  the
Army’s logistics database. Regardless of the exact origin of the suffix, the form itself is standardized
across the Army and is a cornerstone of the Unit Level Logistics System (ULLS) and the Global
Combat Support System-Army (GCSS-Army).
Operators use this form to document hours of operation, fuel consumption, any discrepancies, and
maintenance actions performed. It serves as both a legal record and a practical tool for scheduling
preventive maintenance and identifying recurring issues.

The Importance of Accurate Equipment
Reporting
Accurate completion of the DA Form 5748 R Chghqp  is not optional. It directly impacts unit
readiness, budget planning, and safety. When every piece of equipment is properly accounted for,

commanders  can  make  informed  decisions  about  deployment,  training,  and  replacements.
Moreover, the data collected from these forms feeds into larger Army logistics systems that track
the lifecycle of every vehicle and generator. Errors or omissions can lead to missed maintenance
intervals, unnecessary downtime, or even safety hazards. In the field, a well-maintained vehicle can
be the difference between mission success and failure.

Who Uses This Form?
anyone who operates Army-owned equipment is required to fill out a DA Form 5748 R Chghqp at
the beginning and end of each shift. This includes drivers of tactical wheeled vehicles (such as
HMMWVs or LMTVs), operators of construction equipment, mechanics, and even personnel using
generators  or  other  powered machinery.  The form is  also  used by unit  supply  sergeants  and
maintenance supervisors to track usage trends and plan services.

Key Sections of DA Form 5748 R Chghqp
While the exact layout may vary slightly depending on the specific revision, the core sections remain
consistent. Understanding each part helps ensure completeness:

1. HEADER INFORMATION

This section captures the unit identification, equipment registration number, type of equipment, and
the  date  of  operation.  The  DA  Form  5748  R  Chghqp  usually  includes  fields  for  the  operator’s
name,  rank,  and  unit.  It  may  also  list  the  supervising  mechanic  or  officer.

2. OPERATION RECORD

Here, operators log the start and end times, total hours of operation, and odometer or hour meter
readings. Fuel added and oil changes are recorded, often with space for comments on performance.
This section is the heart of the form.

3. CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE COLUMNS

Operators must note any deficiencies observed during pre-operation checks (Before Operations) and
after  shutting  down  (After  Operations).  Common  items  checked  include  tires,  lights,  brakes,  fluid
levels, and safety equipment. If a defect is found, it is documented in this area along with the
corrective action taken or a referral to maintenance.
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4. DISCREPANCY AND REPAIR LOG

This part is used to describe any malfunctions or damage in detail. It includes the date the problem
was reported, who reported it, and the status (e.g., “awaiting parts,” “repaired,” “referred to higher
echelon”).

5. SIGNATURE AND APPROVAL BLOCK

Every entry must be signed by the operator and, if applicable, by the unit’s equipment manager or
supervisor. This provides a chain of accountability.

Step-by-Step Guide to Filling Out DA Form
5748 R Chghqp
To ensure accuracy and compliance, follow these steps every time you operate Army equipment:

Gather Materials: Have the form, a black pen (many digital forms now exist, but paper is still1.
common), and the equipment’s last completed form for reference on baseline readings.
Complete Header: Write your unit name, equipment identification number (usually found on2.
the vehicle), the date, and your personal information. Double-check that the form revision
matches what your unit uses—some use “R,” others “R Chghqp.”
Pre-Operation Inspection: Walk around the equipment. Check fluid levels, tire pressure,3.
switches, and safety items. Record any faults immediately in the appropriate column. Even
minor issues should be noted.
Log Start Data: Record the hour meter or odometer reading before starting the engine. Note4.
the time of day.
Operate and Monitor: During operation, be aware of any unusual sounds, vibrations, or5.
warning lights. If something seems wrong, stop safely and note it.
Post-Operation Record: After completing the mission, record the ending readings, total6.
hours, and fuel added. Perform a final walk-around and document any new issues.
Signatures: Sign the form immediately. If a supervisor is required to countersign, ensure7.
they do so before the form is turned in.
Submit or File: Follow your unit’s procedures for submitting completed forms—usually to the8.
motor pool office or entered into the GCSS-Army system.

Common Mistakes When Using DA Form

5748 R Chghqp
Even experienced operators can slip up. Here are pitfalls to avoid when dealing with DA Form 5748
R Chghqp:

Skipping the Pre-Check: Rushing through the pre-operation inspection leads to missed
defects that could cause breakdowns or accidents.
Using Pencil or Erasable Ink: Army forms require permanent ink to prevent tampering.
Many units now accept digital signatures, but paper forms must be in ink.
Leaving Blank Spaces: Every field should be completed. For items not applicable, write
“N/A” to show the field was not overlooked.
Illegible Handwriting: If another soldier or a computer system cannot read your writing, the
data is useless. Print clearly.
Forgetting the Digital Entry: In many units, the paper form is a backup. The primary record
is entered into GCSS-Army. Ensure the digital copy matches the paper exactly.

Digital Evolution of the Form
While  the  DA Form 5748 R Chghqp  originated  as  a  paper  document,  the  Army has  been
transitioning to digital platforms like GCSS-Army and the Logistics Information Warehouse (LIW).
Many  units  now use  tablets  in  vehicles  to  fill  out  an  electronic  version  that  automatically  uploads
data. However, paper forms are still widely used in austere environments or when technology fails.
Understanding the paper version ensures you can function during any conditions. The “Chghqp”
suffix may denote a specific digital template or a configuration for certain equipment types.

Legal and Compliance Considerations
Falsifying  a  DA  Form  5748  R  Chghqp  is  a  serious  offense  under  the  Uniform  Code  of  Military
Justice. Inaccurate records can result in Article 15 proceedings or even court-martial if the error
leads to property damage, injury,  or mission failure.  Conversely,  meticulous recordkeeping can
protect you if a piece of equipment breaks down while under your care—you have proof of proper
checks and reports. Always treat the form as a legal document.

Tips for New Operators
If you are new to the Army or transferring to a unit that uses heavy equipment, ask your supervisor
for a blank copy of the DA Form 5748 R Chghqp to study before your first shift. Practice filling it
out using a hypothetical vehicle. Attend any training on the unit’s use of GCSS-Army or the ULLS-G.
Remember that the form is not a burden—it is a tool to help you and your teammates stay safe and
mission-ready.
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Real-World Impact of Good Form Practices
I recall a story from a friend who served in a transportation battalion in Germany. A driver noticed a
small oil leak during his pre-check on a HEMTT. He recorded it on his DA Form 5748 R Chghqp and
reported it immediately. The maintenance team found that a loose bolt was about to fail. Because
the issue was caught early, the repair took 30 minutes instead of a full engine replacement. That
form entry saved the Army tens of thousands of dollars—and potentially prevented a roadside
breakdown in a combat zone. That is the power of thorough documentation.

Conclusion
The DA Form 5748 R Chghqp  is  more than a piece of  paper  or  a  digital  screen—it  is  the
institutional memory of how the Army’s equipment is used, abused, and maintained. Every operator
who takes the time to complete it  accurately contributes to the overall  readiness and efficiency of
our armed forces. Whether you are dealing with a HMMWV, a bulldozer, or a generator, make this
form your ally. Understand its sections, follow the steps, avoid common mistakes, and never treat
documentation as an afterthought. Your diligence today ensures that the equipment will be ready for
tomorrow’s mission. Stay safe, stay accountable, and keep those forms clean.


