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THE MAGIC OF THE PAPER BAG
PUPPET TEMPLATE: A COMPLETE
GUIDE TO CREATIVE FUN

There  is  something  timeless  about
crafting a puppet from a simple paper
bag.  It  is  one  of  those  activities  that
bridges  generations,  allowing  parents,
teachers,  and  children  to  create
something  truly  magical  from ordinary
materials.  At the heart of  this beloved
craft lies a simple yet powerful tool: the
paper  bag  puppet  template.  Whether
you are a seasoned educator looking for
classroom  inspiration  or  a  parent
searching  for  a  rainy  day  activity,
understanding how to make the most of
a paper bag puppet template can open
up  a  wor ld  of  imaginat ive  p lay,
storytelling, and skill development. This
comprehens ive  guide  explores
everything  you  need  to  know  about
paper  bag  puppet  templates,  from
choosing  the  right  design  to  bringing
your puppet to life with personality and
flair.

WHAT IS A PAPER BAG PUPPET
TEMPLATE?

A paper bag puppet template is a pre-
designed pattern or outline that guides
you  in  creating  a  puppet  using  a
standard paper bag as the base. These
templates  typically  include  cut-out
pieces  for  facial  features,  clothing,
accessories,  and  sometimes  even  full-
body characters. The beauty of a well-

designed template is that it removes the
guesswork from crafting, allowing even
the  youngest  creators  to  produce
impressive results. Templates can range
from simple  animal  faces  to  elaborate
character  designs  that  fit  specific
themes  or  stories.
The standard paper bag puppet uses the
bottom  flap  of  the  bag  as  the  mouth,
folding upward to create an opening and
closing mechanism. The rest of the bag
serves as the head and body, providing a
sturdy  yet  flexible  structure  for
decoration.  When you use a template,
you are essentially following a blueprint
that ensures your puppet pieces are the
right  size  and  shape  to  fit  the  bag
properly.

Why Use a
Template Instead
of Freehand
Drawing?
While freehand creativity has its place, a
paper  bag  puppet  template  offers
several  distinct  advantages.  First,
templates  save  t ime.  Instead  of
measuring and guessing, you can print,
cut,  and  assemble  with  confidence.
Second, templates ensure proportion. A
well-designed template accounts for the
dimensions  of  a  standard  lunch  bag,
preventing  awkwardly  sized  features
that  do  not  align  properly.  Third,
templates provide consistency, which is
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especially valuable in classroom settings
where  multiple  children  are  creating
puppets  for  a  group  act iv i ty  or
performance.  Finally,  templates  can
inspire  those  who  may  feel  less
confident  in  their  artistic  abilities,
making the craft accessible to everyone.

TYPES OF PAPER BAG PUPPET
TEMPLATES

The  wor ld  o f  paper  bag  puppet
templates  is  remarkably  diverse.
Understanding  the  different  categories
can help you choose the right template
for  your  project,  whether  you  are
working  with  preschoolers  or  older
children.

Animal
Templates
Animal templates are among the most
popular and versatile options. From farm
animals like cows, pigs, and chickens to
wild creatures like lions, elephants, and
monkeys,  animal  templates  allow
children  to  explore  the  natural  world
through imaginative play. Many animal
templates focus on distinctive features
such as ears, snouts, and tails, making
them instantly recognizable and fun to
create. A paper bag puppet template for
a dog, for example, might include floppy
ears, a black nose, and a spotted body
that children can color and customize.

Character and
Storybook

Templates
Character  templates  are  designed
around specific figures from stories, fairy
tales,  or  original  concepts.  These
templates  often  include  clothing,  hats,
and  accessories  that  help  define  the
character.  A  princess  template  might
feature a crown and flowing hair, while a
pirate  template  includes  an eye patch
and  striped  shirt.  Character  templates
are excellent for encouraging storytelling
and dramatic play, as children can use
their  puppets  to  act  out  scenes  and
narratives.

Holiday and
Seasonal
Templates
Seasonal templates add a festive touch
to crafting activities. A paper bag puppet
template for Halloween might include a
ghost, pumpkin, or witch. Thanksgiving
templates  often  feature  turkeys  and
pilgrims, while Christmas templates offer
Santa  Claus,  reindeer,  and  elves.
Seasonal  templates  are  wonderful  for
classroom parties, family gatherings, or
simply  getting  into  the  holiday  spirit.
They  also  provide  an  opportunity  to
discuss  t radi t ions  and  cul tura l
celebrations  with  children.

Occupational and
Community
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Helper
Templates
These  templates  represent  people  in
various  professions,  such  as  doctors,
firefighters,  teachers,  and  construction
workers.  Occupational  templates  help
children  learn  about  different  jobs  and
the roles people play in their community.
A  paper  bag  puppet  template  for  a
firefighter  might  include  a  helmet,  coat,
and hose, while a doctor puppet could
have  a  stethoscope  and  white  coat.
These templates are especially useful for
career  days,  social  studies  lessons,  or
discussions about community helpers.

HOW TO USE A PAPER BAG
PUPPET TEMPLATE EFFECTIVELY

Getting  the  most  out  of  a  paper  bag
puppet template involves more than just
cutting  and gluing.  With  a  few simple
techniques,  you  can  elevate  your
puppets  from basic  crafts  to  engaging
storytelling tools.

Step-by-Step
Assembly
Process

Choose Your Template: Select a1.
design that matches your theme,
skill level, and available materials.
Consider the age of the child and
the complexity of the pieces.
Print and Prepare: Print the2.
template on sturdy paper or
cardstock for durability. If you plan
to reuse the template, consider
laminating the pieces or tracing

them onto thicker material.
Cut Carefully: Use scissors3.
appropriate for the child skill level.
For younger children, pre-cut
pieces or choose templates with
larger, simpler shapes.
Position on the Bag: Before4.
gluing, place all pieces on the
paper bag to test the
arrangement. The bottom flap
should open freely, and features
should align properly with the bag
structure.
Attach Features: Use glue sticks5.
for paper pieces and craft glue for
heavier decorations. Press firmly
and allow adequate drying time.
Add Details: Use markers,6.
crayons, or paint to add color and
personality. Googly eyes, yarn for
hair, and fabric scraps for clothing
can add texture and depth.
Let It Dry: Allow the puppet to7.
dry completely before play. This
prevents pieces from shifting or
detaching during use.

Tips for
Customizing Your
Template
One of the greatest strengths of a paper
bag puppet template is its adaptability.
Do not be afraid to modify templates to
sui t  your  needs.  You  can  res ize
templates  by  printing  at  different
percentages,  combine  elements  from
multiple  templates  to  create  unique
c h a r a c t e r s ,  o r  a d d  y o u r  o w n
embellishments  such  as  buttons,
feathers, or pipe cleaners. Encouraging
children  to  personalize  their  puppets
fosters  creativity  and  a  sense  of
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ownership over the finished product.

EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS OF
PAPER BAG PUPPET TEMPLATES

Beyond the sheer fun of crafting, paper
bag  puppet  templates  offer  significant
educational value. Teachers and parents
alike have long recognized the power of
puppet play in child development.

Language and
Literacy
Development
Creating  and  using  puppets  naturally
encourages  storytelling  and  dialogue.
When children manipulate a puppet they
have made using a paper  bag puppet
template, they often feel more confident
speaking  and  expressing  themselves.
Puppets  can be used to  retell  familiar
stories,  create  original  narratives,  or
practice  conversational  skil ls.  In
classroom settings, puppets are effective
tools  for  teaching  sequence,  character
development,  and  plot  structure.
Children who may be shy about speaking
directly  often  find  it  easier  to  speak
through  a  puppet,  making  these
templates  valuable  for  bui lding
communication  skil ls.

Fine Motor Skills
and Coordination
The  process  of  cutting,  gluing,  and
assembling a paper bag puppet template
helps  develop  fine  motor  skills.  Cutting
along  l ines  improves  hand-eye
coordination and scissor control. Placing
small  pieces  precisely  on  the  bag

strengthens dexterity and patience. For
younger children, using templates with
larger  pieces  and  simpler  shapes
provides  an  appropriate  challenge
without  causing  frustration.  As  skills
develop,  more complex templates with
smaller details can be introduced.

Social and
Emotional
Learning
Puppet  play  encourages  empathy,
cooperation,  and emotional  expression.
When children create characters using a
paper bag puppet template, they often
i m b u e  t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s  w i t h
personalities  and  feelings.  This  allows
them to explore emotions in a safe and
imaginative  context.  Group  puppet
act iv i t ies  promote  turn-taking,
collaboration,  and  listening  skills.
Children learn to work together to create
stories and performances, building social
bonds and confidence.

Creative
Thinking and
Problem Solving
Even when using a pre-designed paper
bag  puppet  template,  there  is  ample
room  for  creative  decision-making.
Children choose colors, add details, and
decide how to bring their puppet to life.
They may encounter challenges such as
pieces that do not fit exactly or materials
that  behave  unexpectedly,  prompting
them  to  find  solutions.  These
experiences  build  resilience  and  flexible
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thinking that extend far beyond the craft
table.

CREATIVE IDEAS FOR USING
PAPER BAG PUPPET TEMPLATES

Once you have created a collection of
puppets  using  paper  bag  puppet
templates, the possibilities for play and
learning  are  nearly  endless.  Here  are
some  engaging  ways  to  put  your
puppets  to  use.

Puppet Shows
and
Performances
Organize a puppet show using a simple
stage  made  from  a  cardboard  box
draped  with  fabric.  Children  can  take
turns performing for family members or
classmates.  A  paper  bag  puppet
template allows each child to create a
unique  character,  ensuring  that  every
performer has a role. Encourage children
to write a simple script or improvise a
story.  Puppet  shows  build  confidence,
public  speaking  skills,  and  teamwork.

Story Retelling
and
Comprehension
After reading a favorite book, use paper
bag puppets to retell the story. A paper
bag  puppet  template  for  the  main
characters  helps children visualize and
remember key plot points. This activity
reinforces  comprehension  skills  and
allows  children  to  demonstrate  their
understanding  in  a  hands-on  way.

Teachers can use puppet retelling as an
informal  assessment  tool  to  gauge
whether  students  grasp  narrative
elements.

Puppet
Interviews and
Conversations
Pair children up and have them interview
each other while holding their puppets.
This  activity  works  well  for  practicing
interview  ski l ls ,  learning  about
classmates,  or  exploring  character
perspectives.  A  paper  bag  puppet
template  representing  historical  figures
or  literary  characters  can  make  this
activity  even  more  meaningful,  as
children  answer  questions  from  the
perspective of  the person or character
their puppet represents.

Curriculum
Integration
Paper bag puppet templates can support
learning across subject areas. In science,
create  puppets  representing  different
animals or life cycles. In social studies,
make puppets that  represent historical
figures  or  cultural  traditions.  In  math,
use puppets to act out word problems or
demonstrate concepts like counting and
patterns. The tactile and visual nature of
puppets helps abstract concepts become
concrete and memorable.

WHERE TO FIND QUALITY PAPER
BAG PUPPET TEMPLATES

Finding  the  right  paper  bag  puppet
template is easier than ever, thanks to
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the wealth of  resources available both
online  and  offline.  When  searching  for
templates,  look  for  designs  that  are
clear, well-proportioned, and appropriate
for your intended age group.

Free Online
Resources
Many  websites  offer  free  paper  bag
puppet  templates  for  personal  and
educational  use.  Educational  blogs,
teacher  resource  sites,  and  craft
websites  often  feature  seasonal  and
thematic  templates.  When  using  free
templates,  check the print  quality  and
ensure  the  pieces  will  fit  a  standard
lunch bag. It is also wise to print a test
copy on plain paper before using more
expensive cardstock.

Paid Template
Collections
For those who want a wider variety or
more  polished  designs,  paid  template
co l lec t ions  are  ava i lab le  f rom
educational publishers, craft stores, and
online  marketplaces.  These  collections
often include multiple characters within
a  theme,  detailed  instructions,  and
bonus  activities.  Investing  in  a  quality
paper bag puppet template set can save
time  and  provide  resources  for  many
projects to come.

Creating Your
Own Templates
For  the  adventurous  crafter,  designing
original paper bag puppet templates is a
rewarding challenge. Start by measuring
a  standard  paper  bag  and  sketching
basic shapes on paper. Experiment with
different  feature  placements  and  sizes
until  you find a design that works. Once
you have a template you like,  trace it
onto  cardboard  or  cardstock  for  a
durable master copy. Creating your own
templates allows for  complete creative
control  and  the  satisfaction  of  truly
original designs.

MATERIALS AND SUPPLIES FOR
PAPER BAG PUPPET PROJECTS

While the paper bag puppet template is
the star  of  the show, having the right
supplies  on  hand  makes  the  crafting
process smoother and more enjoyable.

Paper Bags: Standard lunch bags
work best, but smaller snack bags
are suitable for miniature puppets.
Choose brown or white bags
depending on your design needs.
Cardstock or Heavy Paper:
Printing templates on sturdy paper
ensures pieces hold their shape
and withstand handling.
Adhesives: Glue sticks are clean
and easy for children to use. Craft
glue provides a stronger bond for
heavier decorations.
Markers, Crayons, and Paint:


