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INTRODUCTION: UNLOCKING THE LANGUAGE OF PLAY

The world of video games is a universal language, but the words
we use to describe it vary widely from one culture to another.
Whether you are a dedicated gamer looking to play with friends
from Latin America, a language learner hoping to merge your
hobbies, or simply curious about how certain phrases translate,
you've likely asked yourself: "Video games in Spanish - how do
you say that?" The answer is not as simple as a single word,
because the gaming lexicon in Spanish is rich, regional, and
constantly evolving. From the basic term for "video game" itself
to the slang used in multiplayer lobbies, understanding this
vocabulary opens up a new dimension of the gaming experience.
In this article, we will explore the most common and practical
ways to discuss video games in Spanish, covering everything
from the console to the controller, and from gameplay verbs to
popular genres. By the end, you will not only know how to say
"video game" in Spanish, but you'll also be equipped with the
essential terms to jump into any Spanish-language gaming
community.

SPANISH

The most straightforward translation of "video game" is
"videojuego". This is a single, compound word used across the
Spanish-speaking world in formal contexts, news articles, and
educational materials. For example, "l love playing video games"
becomes "Me encanta jugar videojuegos." However, in everyday
conversation, many native speakers simply say "juego" (game)
when the context is clear. You might hear someone say, "Voy a
jugar un juego" - "I'm going to play a game." The plural "video
games" as a genre is often referred to as "los videojuegos" or
simply "los juegos".

It is also common to hear the English word "game" borrowed
directly, especially among younger gamers. A phrase like "estoy
jugando un game" is not unusual in casual speech, though purists
prefer "videojuego." When asking "how do you say video games
in Spanish?" the safest answer is "videojuegos," but being aware
of the more colloquial alternatives will help you sound natural.
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Regional Variations: Spain
vs. Latin America

One important nuance is that while the term "videojuego" is
understood everywhere, certain expressions differ. In Spain, you
might hear "la consola" or "el mando" (controller), whereas in
Mexico "el control” is more common. The verb "jugar" remains
the same, but the prepositions can vary. For instance, in Spain
you "jugar a los videojuegos" (with the preposition 'a'), while in
many Latin American countries they simply say "jugar
videojuegos" without the preposition. These subtle differences
are worth noting when you immerse yourself in a specific regional
dialect.

ESSENTIAL GAMING VOCABULARY: FROM CONSOLES
TO CONTROLLERS

La descarga - Download

La actualizacidn - Update

El parche - Patch (software update)

Los graficos - Graphics

El sonido - Sound

El modo multijugador - Multiplayer mode
El modo un jugador - Single-player mode

Verbs for Playing

Beyond nouns, you need action words. The most common verb is
“jugar" (to play). However, gamers also use "pasar" (to beat or
complete a level), "morir" (to die), "reiniciar"” (to restart), and
"guardar" (to save). For example: "Voy a jugar un videojuego" -
"I'm going to play a video game." "Pasé el nivel" - "I beat the
level." "Guarda tu partida antes de salir" - "Save your game
before exiting."

To truly speak about video games in Spanish, you need to know
the names of the hardware and basic actions. Below is a curated
list of terms that every gamer should know. Use this as a quick
reference when setting up your gaming station or chatting with
Spanish-speaking friends.

e La consola - Console (e.g., PlayStation, Xbox)
El control / El mando - Controller

La pantalla - Screen or monitor

El juego - Game (the software)

El disco / El cartucho - Disc / Cartridge

HOW TO SAY COMMON GAMING PHRASES IN SPANISH

Now that you know the basic vocabulary, let's look at full phrases
you might use in conversation or in-game chat. These include
expressions for starting a game, asking for help, and describing
your experience.

Starting and Stopping

* ";Quieres jugar?" - "Do you want to play?"
¢ "Voy a encender la consola." - "I'm going to turn on the
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console."

e "Apaga el juego." - "Turn off the game."

e "Cargando..." - "Loading..."

e "Espera, estoy en una partida." - "Wait, I'm in a
match/game."

In-Game Communication

In multiplayer lobbies, you'll hear a lot of slang and quick
commands. Some helpful phrases include:

e ";Clbreme!" - "Cover me!"

* "Necesito municién." - "l need ammo."

 "iCuidado, detras de ti!" - "Watch out, behind you!"

e "Estoy atascado." - "I'm stuck."

e "iBuena partida!" - "Good game!" (often abbreviated as
"GG" even in Spanish)

e "Eres muy bueno." - "You're very good."

e "Tramposo" - "Cheater" (use with caution!)

Describing Genres

Knowing how to say the genre of a game helps you find what you
like. Here are common ones:

e Accion - Action

e Aventura - Adventure
* Rol - Role-playing (RPG)
» Estrategia - Strategy

» Deportes - Sports

e Carreras - Racing

e Disparos en primera persona - First-person shooter
(FPS)

e Plataformas - Platformer

e Simulacion - Simulation

CULTURAL INSIGHTS: GAMING IN THE SPANISH-
SPEAKING WORLD

Understanding how to say video games in Spanish goes beyond
vocabulary - it's about recognizing the cultural context. Spanish-
speaking countries have vibrant gaming communities, from
Mexico and Argentina to Spain and Chile. Many games are fully
localized into Spanish, with voice acting and text translations. For
example, major titles like "The Legend of Zelda: Breath of the
Wild" have excellent Spanish dubbing. However, there are
differences: European Spanish dubs often use a distinct accent
and vocabulary ("ordenador" for computer instead of
"computadora") whereas Latin American dubs tend to use a
neutral accent.

Additionally, Spanish gamers have their own slang. The word
"vicio" (vice) is often used to mean a gaming addiction in a
playful way - "soy un vicio de los videojuegos" means "I'm a
video game addict." Another term is "tryhard" borrowed from
English, meaning someone who tries too hard to win. And if
someone constantly complains, they might be called a "llorén"
(crybaby).



discussions.

O n | | n e G a m | n g 4. Use language learning apps with gaming themes.

Some apps like Memrise or Anki have decks specifically for

Commun|t|es gaming vocabulary.

5. Play co-op with a Spanish-speaking friend. There's no

When playing online with Spanish speakers, you'll encounter chat better way to learn than through real-time conversation
room shorthand. Common abbreviations include "xq" for "por during a game.

qué" (why), "k" for "que" (what/that), and "dnd" for "dénde"
(where). Learning these can make communication much faster. COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Also, remember that the Spanish verb "tryhardear" has been \yhen you start using video games in Spanish, you may

adopted as a verb meaning to try really hard - a perfect example  ancounter a few pitfalls. Here are the most frequent ones:
of Spanglish in gaming.

¢ Using "jugar" incorrectly: Remember that "jugar" is

HOW TO EXPAND YOUR SPANISH VIDEO GAME followed by "a" in Spain (jugar a algo) but often used

VOCABULARY without it in Latin America. Both are correct depending on
region.

¢ Confusing "partida" and "juego": "Partida" means a
round or match (e.g., "una partida de Fortnite"), while

If you want to go beyond the basics and immerse yourself fully,
here are practical strategies:

1. Change the language settings in your favorite "juego"” is the overall game.
games. Most modern games allow you to switch to Spanish e Mispronouncing "videojuego": The stress is on the "e"
audio and subtitles. Start with a game you know well so you in "juego" - vee-deh-oh-WEH-go. Avoid saying "video-
can learn new words from context. yuego."

2. Watch Spanish-speaking streamers. Platforms like * Forgetting that “control” can also mean remote: In
Twitch and YouTube have countless Spanish-speaking some contexts, "control" might be confused with a TV
gamers. Listen to how they talk about the game, the remote, but in gaming it's widely understood.

controls, and their reactions.
3. Join Spanish-|anguage gam|ng forums. Websites like CONCLUSION: LEVEL UP YOUR SPANISH WITH VIDEO

Reddit's r/Videojuegos or Spanish versions of game fan
sites are excellent for reading and participating in
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GAMES

Knowing how to say "video games" in Spanish - and all the
related terminology - is a fantastic way to combine
entertainment with language learning. Whether you prefer
"videojuegos", "juegos", or even the borrowed "games", you
now have a solid foundation to start conversing with Spanish-

speaking gamers. From asking ";Cémo se dice videojuegos en
espanol?" to fluently discussing your favorite titles, this
vocabulary will open doors to new friendships, deeper cultural
understanding, and countless hours of fun. So go ahead: change
the language settings, practice the phrases, and dive into the rich
world of gaming en espafol. jBuena suerte y buenas partidas!



