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UNDERSTANDING THE VERUCA SALT SCRIPT: A DEEP
DIVE INTO A CLASSIC CHARACTER

Few characters in cinematic history deliver their lines with such
memorable, entitled fury as Veruca Salt. The "Veruca Salt script,"
as it is often referred to by fans and film scholars, contains some
of the most quotable and psychologically revealing dialogue in
children's cinema. Whether you are analyzing the 1971 classic
Willy  Wonka  &  the  Chocolate  Factory  or  Tim  Burton's  2005
adaptation Charlie and the Chocolate Factory,  the Veruca Salt
script offers a rich tapestry of language, character development,
and social commentary. This article provides a comprehensive
exploration of the Veruca Salt script, examining its origins, its key
themes,  its  cultural  impact,  and  why  this  spoiled  character
continues to resonate with audiences decades later.

Who is Veruca Salt? A
Character Background
Before diving into the script itself, it is essential to understand
who Veruca Salt is. Created by the legendary author Roald Dahl
for his 1964 novel Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Veruca Salt
is  the  archetype of  the  spoiled,  demanding child.  She is  the
daughter of a wealthy nut-packing factory owner, and her father
indulges her every whim. The name "Veruca" itself is a pun on
the word "verruca,"  a  type of  wart,  suggesting that  she is  a
nuisance or an irritant to those around her.
In  both  film  adaptations,  the  Veruca  Salt  script  captures  her
essence  perfectly:  she  is  relentless,  materialistic,  and  utterly
convinced  that  the  world  owes  her  everything.  Her  defining
character  trait  is  impatience,  encapsulated  in  her  signature
demand: "I want it now!" This phrase has become so iconic that it
has  transcended  the  film,  entering  the  popular  lexicon  as
shorthand  for  entitled  behavior.

The Veruca Salt Script in
the 1971 Film: A
Masterclass in Entitlement
The 1971 film Willy Wonka & the Chocolate Factory  remains the
most beloved adaptation of  Dahl's  work,  and the Veruca Salt
script is a significant reason for that.  Played by Julie Dawn Cole,
Veruca  is  portrayed  with  a  perfect  blend  of  brattiness  and
dramatic  flair.  The  script,  adapted  by  Roald  Dahl  himself,  gives
her some of the most cutting and memorable lines in the film.

KEY LINES FROM THE 1971 VERUCA SALT SCRIPT

"Daddy, I want a golden goose! I want a golden
goose right now!" This line, delivered in the nut room
scene, perfectly encapsulates her insatiable greed. Even
when she is already in the factory, surrounded by wonders,
she cannot be satisfied.

"I want the world. I want the whole world. I want to
lock it all up in my pocket. I want to put it in my
pocket, Daddy." This line is especially revealing. It shows
that Veruca's desires are not limited to physical objects;
she craves total control and ownership. The Veruca Salt
script here touches on themes of power and possession.
"But Daddy, I want to meet him now! You promised!
You always keep your promises!" This line
demonstrates her manipulative nature. She uses her
father's desire to please her as a weapon, twisting his love
into a tool for her own gratification.
"Don't care how, I want it now!" Perhaps the most
famous line from the Veruca Salt script, this is the climax of
her musical number. It is a pure, unfiltered expression of
impatient desire.

THE MUSICAL NUMBER: "I WANT IT NOW!"
A central component of the 1971 Veruca Salt script is the musical
number "I Want It Now!" Written by Leslie Bricusse and Anthony
Newley, the song is a brilliant piece of character exposition. In
the song,  Veruca outlines her  philosophy of  instant  gratification.
The lyrics are sharp, witty, and undeniably catchy. The Veruca
Salt  script  for  this  song  uses  a  combination  of  pleading,
demanding, and theatrical tantrum-throwing to create a moment
that is both hilarious and unsettling.
The  song's  structure  follows  a  logical,  if  morally  bankrupt,
progression. Veruca argues that she has been a "good girl" (by
her  own  definition)  and  therefore  deserves  everything  she  asks
for. She has no concept of patience, hard work, or gratitude. The
Veruca Salt script here serves as a warning against the dangers
of overindulgence.

The Veruca Salt Script in
the 2005 Film: A Modern
Interpretation
Tim  Burton's  2005  adaptation  took  a  different  approach  to  the
Veruca Salt script. Played by Julia Winter, this version of Veruca is
even more overtly spoiled and physically aggressive. The script,
adapted by John August, modernizes some of the language while
retaining the core themes of entitlement and greed.

KEY DIFFERENCES IN THE 2005 VERUCA SALT SCRIPT

Increased Emphasis on Materialism: The 2005 Veruca
Salt script includes references to modern luxuries, such as
specific brands and technologies, making her greed feel
more contemporary.
More Direct Confrontation: This Veruca is less
theatrically dramatic and more directly confrontational. She
yells at her father, pushes other children, and shows little
restraint in her tantrums.
The "Veruca Salt" Nut Test Scene: In the 2005 version,
the squirrels play a more prominent role. When Veruca tries
to force her way into the nut room, she is physically
attacked by the squirrels and declared a "bad nut." The

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 Veruca Salt Script 2023-11-14

Veruca Salt script in this scene emphasizes physical
comedy and slapstick, contrasting with the more verbal
humor of the 1971 version.

THE SONG: "VERUCA SALT"
Unlike the 1971 film,  the 2005 adaptation does not  give Veruca
her  own full  song.  Instead,  the Oompa Loompas sing a  song
about her after she is dragged away by the squirrels. The lyrics in
this song, written by Danny Elfman and John August, are more
explicitly moralizing than the 1971 version. The Veruca Salt script
in the Oompa Loompa song uses words like "spoiled" and "rotten"
repeatedly, driving home the lesson that greed leads to ruin. The
song concludes with the line, "If you are not a nut, you are a
rotter," a clever play on words that summarizes her fate.

Thematic Analysis of the
Veruca Salt Script
Beyond its entertainment value, the Veruca Salt script offers rich
material for thematic analysis. Several key themes emerge from
her dialogue and actions.

ENTITLEMENT AND THE SPOILED CHILD

The most obvious theme is entitlement. Veruca Salt believes she
deserves everything simply because she exists. The Veruca Salt
script consistently shows her using the word "I" and "my" as the
subject  of  her  sentences.  She never asks;  she demands.  She
never  earns;  she  takes.  This  portrayal  is  a  direct  critique  of
permissive  parenting  and  the  idea  that  love  equals  material
indulgence.

THE DANGERS OF GREED

Greed is another central  theme. Veruca is never satisfied. When
she gets a chocolate bar, she wants a factory. When she gets into
the factory, she wants a golden goose. When she sees the nut
room, she wants to own the squirrels.  The Veruca Salt  script
illustrates the endless, self-defeating nature of greed. The more
she gets, the more she wants. This is a powerful lesson for both
children and adults.

PARENTING AND RESPONSIBILITY

Veruca's  father  is  a  key  character  in  both  films,  and  his  role  is
directly tied to the Veruca Salt script. He is the enabler, the man
who  cannot  say  "no."  His  lines  are  filled  with  apologies  and
desperate attempts to placate his daughter.  The script  shows
how his weakness fuels her monstrosity. The message is clear:
parents  who give their  children everything are  doing them a
profound disservice. The Veruca Salt script serves as a cautionary
tale for parents about the importance of setting boundaries.

THE "I WANT IT NOW" MENTALITY

The phrase "I want it now" has become a cultural touchstone for
a  reason.  It  captures  a  universal  human  tendency  towards
impatience. In the modern world, where everything is available at
the click of a button, the Veruca Salt script feels more relevant
than  ever.  It  is  a  critique  of  instant  gratification  culture,  where
patience  is  undervalued  and  delayed  gratification  is  seen  as
unnecessary. The Veruca Salt script reminds us that some things
are worth waiting for and that the journey is often more valuable
than the destination.

Language and Dialogue in
the Veruca Salt Script
The language used in the Veruca Salt script is a masterclass in
characterization.  Dahl  and  the  screenwriters  use  several
techniques  to  make  Veruca  instantly  recognizable.

Repetition: Veruca often repeats herself for emphasis. "I
want it, I want it, I want it!" This repetition mirrors the
obsessive nature of her desires.
Imperative Commands: She rarely uses polite language.
Her sentences are commands: "Get it for me." "Do it now."
"Make it happen." This grammatical choice reflects her
authoritarian personality.
Hyperbole: Veruca uses extreme language to express her
desires. She doesn't just want a pet; she wants a golden
goose. She doesn't just want to visit the factory; she wants
to own it. The Veruca Salt script uses hyperbole to
emphasize the impossible scale of her demands.
Emotional Manipulation: She frequently shifts between
anger, whining, and fake sweetness to get what she wants.
The script shows her calibrating her emotional display to
achieve maximum effect on her father.

Cultural Impact of the
Veruca Salt Script
The  Veruca  Salt  script  has  had  a  lasting  impact  on  popular
culture. The phrase "I want it now" is instantly recognizable, even
to people who have never seen the film. The character has been
referenced in countless TV shows, songs, and memes. She has
become the shorthand for a spoiled, entitled person.
Moreover,  the  Veruca  Salt  script  continues  to  be  studied  in  film
and literature classes. It is a prime example of how dialogue can
reveal character, advance plot, and convey theme. The script is
also  frequently  cited  in  discussions  about  parenting,
consumerism,  and  the  psychology  of  desire.  The  enduring
popularity of the Veruca Salt script testifies to its effectiveness as
a piece of writing.

Comparing the Veruca Salt
Script Across Adaptations
While  the  core  themes  remain  the  same,  the  two  major  film
adaptations  offer  different  interpretations  of  the  Veruca  Salt
script. The 1971 version is more theatrical and musical, using a
full  song to develop the character.  The 2005 version is  more
physically comedic and modern in its language. Both versions,
however,  are  faithful  to  Roald  Dahl's  original  vision.  A  third
adaptation, for stage and other media, has also been produced,
further proving the versatility and enduring appeal of the Veruca
Salt script.
Interestingly,  the  Veruca  Salt  script  from  the  1971  film  is  often
considered  the  definitive  version  by  fans.  Julie  Dawn  Cole's
delivery is iconic, and the song "I Want It Now" is a highlight of
the  film.  The  2005  version,  while  well-acted,  lacks  the  same
musical and lyrical punch. However, the 2005 Veruca Salt script
is  effective  in  its  own  right,  particularly  in  the  "bad  nut"  scene,
which is a visual and comedic tour de force.
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Lessons from the Veruca
Salt Script
The Veruca Salt script is more than just entertaining dialogue; it

contains valuable life lessons. For children, Veruca serves as a
negative role model. Her fate being declared a "bad nut" and
sent down the garbage chute is a metaphor for the consequences
of greed and selfishness. The script teaches that happiness does
not come from getting everything you want but from appreciating
what


