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INTRODUCTION: THE VOICE THAT
MOVES MILLIONS

For millions of Muslims around the world,
the recitation of the Al Quran Karim is
not merely an auditory experience—it is
a  spiritual  journey.  Among  the  most
revered voices that guide this journey is
that  of  Sheikh Sudais,  whose  soulful
and  precise  recitation  has  become
synonymous  with  the  majesty  of  the
Holy Quran. Whether you listen to him

lead  prayers  in  the  Grand  Mosque  of
Mecca or  through digital  recordings at
home,  the power  of  his  voice  touches
hearts  across  continents.  This  article
delves into the life, style, and profound
impact of Sheikh Sudais as a reciter of
the Al Quran Karim, exploring why his
recitation remains beloved and how you
can benefit from listening to it.

WHO IS SHEIKH SUDAIS? A BRIEF
BIOGRAPHY

Abdul Rahman Ibn Abdul Aziz al-Sudais,
commonly  known  as  Sheikh  Sudais,
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was  born  in  1960  in  Riyadh,  Saudi
Arabia.  From a young age, he showed
e x c e p t i o n a l  t a l e n t  i n  Q u r a n
memorization and Tajweed (the rules of
Quranic  recitation).  He  completed
memorising the entire Al Quran Karim
by  the  age  of  twelve.  His  formal
educat ion  cont inued  in  Is lamic
jurisprudence and comparative religion,
eventually earning a doctorate in Islamic
Sharia.
Sheikh Sudais became globally famous
when he was appointed as an imam at
the Masjid al-Haram in Mecca in 1984
at the age of 24—a position he still holds
today.  Since  then,  his  voice  has  been
heard  by  billions  during  Ramadan
prayers, Friday sermons, and daily salah.
His  recitation  is  characterized  by  its
emotional  depth,  adherence  to  the

rules of Tajweed, and a unique ability to
convey  the  meanings  of  the  verses
through his voice modulation.

THE RECITATION OF AL QURAN
KARIM BY SHEIKH SUDAIS

Distinctive
Features of His
Style
What  sets  Sheikh  Sudais  apart  from
other renowned Qaris? Several elements
combine to create his signature sound:

Precise Tajweed: Every letter is
pronounced with its full
right—neither rushed nor
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exaggerated. He applies the rules
of elongation (madd) and stops
(waqf) meticulously, making his
recitation clear and correct.
Deep Emotional Connection:
Sheikh Sudais often pauses at
verses that speak of mercy,
punishment, or the Hereafter,
letting the weight of the words
resonate. His voice can shift from
a gentle whisper to a powerful,
tear-inducing cry within the same
surah.
Moderate Speed: He recites at a
pace that allows listeners to
reflect, yet not so slow that it loses
flow. This balance makes his
recordings ideal for both
memorisation and meditation.
Consistency Across Arabic

Dialects: As a native Arabic
speaker from Saudi Arabia, his
pronunciation follows the classical
Fus’ha, which is universally
accepted.

Most Popular
Surahs and
Recitations
While  Sheikh  Sudais  has  recorded  the
entire Al Quran Karim, certain surahs
are especially famous when recited by
him. Suurat Yusuf, Surah Maryam, Surah
Yaseen,  and  Surah  Ar-Rahman  are
among the most searched. His emotional
rendition  of  Surah  Al-Fatiha  at  the
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start of Taraweeh prayers has become
iconic. Many Muslims regularly download
his complete Quran recitation for daily
listening, particularly during the month
of Ramadan.

THE SPIRITUAL AND
PSYCHOLOGICAL BENEFITS OF
LISTENING

Listening to the Al Quran Karim recited
by  Sheikh  Sudais  offers  numerous
benefits  beyond  mere  enjoyment:

Spiritual
Upliftment
The Quran itself  is  a  source  of  divine
guidance, and the beauty of its recitation

enhances  its  impact.  When  Sheikh
Sudais recites verses about paradise, his
voice lifts the soul with hope. When he
recites  warnings,  his  tone  evokes
humility and repentance. For many, his
recitation  deepens  their  connection  to
Allah and increases their Iman (faith).

Stress Relief and
Calmness
Research  has  shown  that  listening  to
Quran  recitation  can  lower  heart  rate
and  reduce  anxiety.  Sheikh  Sudais’s
steady,  rhythmic  voice  is  especially
effective  for  relaxation.  Many  families
play his recordings during difficult  times
to bring peace into the home.
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Improved Arabic
Pronunciation
Non-Arabic speakers who wish to learn
Tajweed often use Sheikh Sudais  as a
model.  His  clear  articulation  helps
students  correct  their  own  mistakes.
Listening  consistently  to  his  recitation
trains  the  ear  to  recognize  correct
pronunciation  of  Arabic  letters.

Better
Memorization

(Hifz)
For  those  memorizing  the  Al  Quran
Karim, choosing a consistent reciter can
anchor  the  memory.  Sheikh  Sudais’s
recitation  is  widely  used  by  Hafiz
(memorisers)  because  of  its  clarity,
repetition  of  melody  patterns,  and
moderate  tempo.

HOW TO ACCESS AND USE
SHEIKH SUDAIS’S RECITATION

Digital Platforms
Today, you can access the complete Al
Quran Karim Sheikh Sudais recording
on multiple platforms. Many Islamic apps
offer  the  full  Quran  in  his  voice  for  free
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or  for  a  small  donation.  Websites  like
Q u r a n . c o m ,  I s l a m H o u s e ,  a n d
Sunnah.com  provide  streaming  and
download  options.  YouTube  channels
dedicated to his recitation often feature
playlists sorted by Juz or Surah.

Practical Tips for
Listening

Set a Daily Ritual: Dedicate
10–15 minutes each day to listen
to one part of his
recitation—perhaps in the morning
or before sleep.
Read Along with Translation:
Follow the Arabic text and your
preferred translation to enhance

understanding.
Use for Islamic Learning: Listen
to a surah repeatedly to internalize
its meaning and tone. Reflect on
the tafsir (exegesis) of verses that
move you.
Share with Family: Play his
recitation during car rides or at
family gatherings to create a
peaceful atmosphere.

COMPARISON WITH OTHER
RENOWNED QARIS

Sheikh Sudais is often compared to other
great  reciters  such  as  Sheikh  Mishary
Rashid Alafasy, Sheikh Abdul Basit Abdul
Samad,  and  Sheikh  Saad  al-Ghamidi.
Each has a unique style:

Sheikh Abdul Basit: Known for a
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powerful, resonant voice with a
slower pace. He is extremely
popular in the Arab world and
beyond.
Sheikh Mishary: Brings a more
modern, sweet-toned recitation
that appeals to younger
audiences.
Sheikh Sudais: Combines
classical authority with deep
emotion, making his recitation
suitable for both formal prayers
and personal reflection.

What distinguishes Sheikh Sudais is his
official position as the imam of the Grand
Mosque—his  recitation  carries  the
weight  of  hundreds  of  mill ions  of
worshippers  who  have  prayed  behind
him. This lends his recordings a sense of

sacred authenticity that few can match.

THE GLOBAL INFLUENCE OF
SHEIKH SUDAIS AS A QURAN
RECITER

Sheikh  Sudais’s  influence  extends
beyond his voice. He is also an author,
Islamic  scholar,  and  preacher.  He  has
delivered numerous lectures on Islamic
topics, particularly on the importance of
the Al Quran Karim  in  daily  life.  His
Fr iday  sermons  f rom  Mecca  are
broadcast  worldwide,  reaching  both
Muslims and non-Muslims interested in
understanding Islam.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,  it  was
Sheikh Sudais who led the rare, solitary
Taraweeh prayers in the virtually empty
Grand Mosque—a poignant moment that
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resonated globally. His recitation during
those nights was especially heartfelt, as
he  reflected  on  themes  of  mercy  and
patience.
Many  Musl im  communities,  from
Indonesia to Nigeria, play his recitation
in mosques, schools, and homes. Young
children  often  mimic  his  style  while
learning  Quran,  evidence  of  his  deep
imprint on Islamic culture.

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT AL
QURAN KARIM SHEIKH SUDAIS

Is the full Quran

available in
Sheikh Sudais’s
voice?
Yes, the complete 30 Juz (parts) of the Al
Quran Karim  have been recorded by
Sheikh  Sudais  in  multiple  recitations.
Some recordings are from live Taraweeh
prayers, while others are studio-quality
releases.  You  can  find  compilations
labeled “Full Quran – Sheikh Sudais” on
various apps.
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Which recitation
style does he

use?
Sheikh Sudais primarily follows the Hafs
an Asim riwayah (transmission), which is
the most common in the Muslim world.
His recitation is in the Maqam style—he
uses different  melodic  scales  to  express
the emotional content of the verses.

Can listening to

his recitation
count as a form
of Quranic
study?
Absolutely.  While  reciting  oneself  is
worship,  listening  to  the  Quran  with
attention  and  reflection  is  also  highly
rewarded.  Many  scholars  encourage
Muslims to listen to the Quran of skilled
reciters  to  better  understand  its
message  and  beauty.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS GIFT



10

10 Al Quran Karim Sheikh Sudais 2023-08-10

FOR THE SOUL

The recitation of the Al Quran Karim by
Sheikh Sudais is more than a religious
tradition—it  is  a  source  of  solace,
guidance,  and  inspiration  for  millions.
Whether  you  are  a  lifelong  Muslim
seeking  spiritual  depth  or  someone
curious  about  the  Quran’s  beauty,  his

voice  offers  a  doorway  into  the  sacred
text.  With his  clarity,  emotional  range,
and  unwavering  commitment  to
Tajweed, Sheikh Sudais has earned his
place as one of the most beloved Qaris
of our time. Make his recitation a part of
your daily life, and let the words of Allah
resonate in  your heart  through one of
the finest voices ever to recite them.


