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AHOY, MATEY!
CRAFTING A
CLASSIC PIRATE
HAT MADE OUT OF
NEWSPAPER

There is a special kind
of magic in
transforming

something ordinary
into something
extraordinary. Few
things capture this
alchemy better than a
pirate hat made out
of newspaper. It is a
timeless craft, a bridge
between the simple joy
of a Sunday morning
and the high-seas

adventure of a
swashbuckling tale.
Whether you are
preparing for a
costume party, looking
for a rainy-day activity
with the kids, or simply
want to add a touch of
nautical flair to your
day, the newspaper
pirate hat is a classic
that never goes out of
style. This guide will
take you through the
art of creating this
iconic piece of
headwear, exploring its
history, the simple
steps to make one, and
creative ways to
customize your
creation.
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NEWSPAPERIS never more than a

PIRATE HAT

Why does a pirate hat
made out of
newspaper hold such
a cherished place in
our collective
imagination? The
answer lies in its
perfect blend of
simplicity, accessibility,
and sheer fun. It
requires no special
materials, no
expensive trips to a
costume shop. All you
need is a sheet of
newspaper and a few
moments of your time.
This makes it the
ultimate spontaneous
costume accessory. It
is the hat of choice for
last-minute Halloween
costumes, classroom
plays, and imaginative
play in the backyard.
The newspaper pirate
hat is a democratic

folded page away.

From
Newsprin
t to
Nautical:
A Brief
History

The act of folding
paper into hats is an
ancient one, with roots
in origami and
traditional folk crafts.
However, the specific
association with pirates
is a product of popular
culture, heavily
influenced by classic
literature and
Hollywood films like
Treasure Island and
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Peter Pan. While real
pirates of the Golden
Age wore a variety of
headwear, from
bandanas to tricorne
hats, the iconic "pirate
captain" look—with the
wide, turned-up
brim—became
solidified in the public
imagination. The
newspaper version
likely emerged as a
cheap and easy way
for children to emulate
their swashbuckling
heroes. Because
newspaper was
ubiquitous and easily
folded, it became the
perfect medium for this
playful transformation.
Today, making a
pirate hat made out
of newspaper is a rite
of passage, connecting
generations through a
simple, shared act of
creation.

MATERIALS AND

PREPARATION

Before you begin your
journey to becoming a
fearsome pirate
captain, you will need
to gather your
materials. The beauty
of this project is its
minimal requirements.

e One Full Sheet
of Newspaper:
A standard
broadsheet or
tabloid page
works perfectly.
A double-page
spread is ideal,
as it provides a
larger, more
manageable
piece of paper.
Avoid using
glossy magazine
pages or thin
newsprint that
might tear easily.

e A Flat Surface:
A table, desk, or
clean floor will
provide a good
workspace.



e Tape or Glue
(Optional but
Recommended)
: While you can
make the hat
hold its shape
with folds alone,
a small piece of
tape or a dab of
glue will make it
much more
durable,
especially for
active play.

e Decorations
(Optional):
Markers,
crayons, paint,
feathers,
stickers, or even
a paper skull and
crossbones can
be used to
personalize your
hat.

Once you have these
items ready, you are all
set to begin. The
process is
straightforward and
can be mastered in just
a few tries.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
MAKE A PIRATE
HAT MADE OUT OF
NEWSPAPER

Follow these clear
instructions to create
your own pirate hat
made out of
newspaper. The
folding process creates
the classic tricorne or
bicorne shape
commonly associated
with pirate captains.

Step 1:
Prepare
the Paper

Lay your full sheet of
newspaper flat on your
work surface. If you are
using a double-page
spread, you may want
to fold it in half along
the center crease to
create a single, thick
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sheet. This will give
your hat more
structure. The paper
should be oriented in
landscape format, with
the longer sides on the
top and bottom.

Step 2:
Fold in
Half
Horizonta

ly

Take the top edge of
the paper and fold it
down to meet the
bottom edge. Crease
the fold firmly. You
should now have a
rectangle that is half
the height of the
original sheet. The
open edges will be at
the bottom, and the
folded edge will be at
the top.

Step 3:
Fold
Down the
Top
Corners

Now, take the top-left
corner of the folded
rectangle and fold it
down towards the
center line of the
paper. The edge of the
fold should create a
triangle. Repeat this
with the top-right
corner, bringing it
down to meet the first
fold. The two folds
should meet in the
middle of the paper,
forming a point at the
top. Your paper should
now look like a house
shape, with a triangle
on top and a rectangle
below.



Step 4.
Fold Up
the
Bottom
Flaps

You will notice that
there is a strip of paper
at the bottom of your
"house" shape that is
not part of the triangle.
This strip is composed
of two layers (front and
back). Take the top
layer of this bottom
strip and fold it
upwards, over the
bottom edge of the
triangle. Crease this
fold well. Then, flip the
entire paper over and
repeat this step with
the other layer of the
bottom strip, folding it
upwards as well. You
now have a simple

paper hat shape, often
called a "newspaper
hat."

Step 5:
Create
the
Classic
Pirate
Brim

This is the crucial step
that turns a simple hat
into a pirate hat
made out of
newspaper. The
current hat is likely a
pointed "sailor's" hat.
To make it a pirate hat,
you need to create the
wide, turned-up brim.
Open the bottom of the
hat slightly. Take the
front edge of the brim
(the part that was just
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folded up) and fold it
upwards again, this
time by about two
inches. Crease it
sharply. This creates
the first part of the
turned-up brim. Flip
the hat over and
repeat this step on the
back brim, folding it
upwards by the same
amount. This
symmetrical fold is
what gives the hat its
distinctive tricorne
look.

Step 6:
Shape
and

Secure

Open the hat fully and
place it on your head.
The brim should now
be turned up all
around, creating the
classic pirate captain

profile. You can pinch
the top of the hat to
give it a more pointed
or rounded shape,
depending on your
preference. If the brim
is not holding its shape
well, use a small piece
of tape on the inside of
each side to secure the
folds. A little tape goes
a long way in ensuring
your pirate hat made
out of newspaper
stays intact during
your adventures.

CUSTOMIZING
YOUR NEWSPAPER
PIRATE HAT

Now that you have the
basic shape, it is time
to make it your own. A
plain newspaper hat is
impressive, but a
decorated one is a true
work of art. Here are
some ideas to elevate
your pirate hat made
out of newspaper
from simple to
spectacular.



Painting
and
Coloring

Newspaper can be
surprisingly receptive
to color. You can use
watercolors, tempera
paint, or even strong
markers to give your
hat a custom look. For
a classic feel, paint the
entire hat black or dark
brown. For a more
weathered look, try
using a combination of
grey and brown paints
to simulate old, salt-
stained fabric. Let the
paint dry completely
before wearing the hat.

Adding
Pirate

Embellish
ments

The hallmark of any
pirate hat is the
emblem. A classic
skull and crossbones
(also known as a Jolly
Roger) is a must. You
can draw one directly
on the front of the hat
with a white marker or
paint. Alternatively,
you can cut one out of
white paper and glue it
on. Other great
embellishments
include:

* Feathers: Tuck
a large feather
(real or craft)
into the band of
the hat for a
dashing,
romantic pirate
look.

e Gold Trim: Use
gold or yellow
paint or a strip of
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gold foil to create
a decorative
band around the
base of the hat.

e Jewels: Glue on
some plastic
"gems" or
sequins for a bit
of treasure-
hunter flair.

e Patch and Eye:
Create a
matching eye
patch from a
piece of black
paper and string
to complete the
ensemble.

Distressin
g for
Authentic
ity

A true pirate has seen
some battles. You can

give your pirate hat
made out of

newspaper a
weathered look by
carefully tearing or
fraying the edges of
the brim. You can also
crumple the paper
slightly before you
start folding to give it a
more textured, worn
appearance. Be careful
not to tear the paper
too much, as it could
compromise the hat's
structure.

CREATIVE USES
AND VARIATIONS

Your pirate hat made
out of newspaper is
not just for Halloween.
It has a wide range of
uses and can be
adapted in many fun
ways.

For
Themed
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Parties
and
Events

Imagine the scene: a
pirate-themed birthday
party where every
child gets to make
their own hat. It is a
fantastic party activity
that doubles as a take-
home favor. You can
also use them for a
"Talk Like a Pirate Day"
celebration (September
19th) or as part of a
school project on the
Golden Age of Piracy. A
pirate hat made out
of newspaper is a
perfect, low-cost prop
for any nautical-
themed event.

Classroo

m and
Education
al
Settings

Teachers love this craft
for its simplicity and

educational value.
Making the hat
involves following

instructions,
understanding
geometry (folding,
symmetry), and
practicing fine motor
skills. It can be
integrated into lessons
on history, literature
(reading Treasure
Island), or even art. It
is a hands-on activity
that engages students
of all ages.
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The

Tricorne

Variation

While the standard
newspaper hat has a
pointed top, you can
modify the folds to
create a more
historically accurate
tricorne shape. After
completing Step 5,
instead of folding the
brim straight up, you
can fold the front brim
up, then fold the sides
of the brim inward,
creating a three-
cornered shape. This is
a bit more advanced
but yields a hat that
looks straight out of an
18th-century painting.

The
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Bicorne
(Napoleo
nic)
Variation

For a different
historical flavor, you
can create a bicorne
hat. This is the hat
famously worn by
Napoleon Bonaparte.
To make this variation,
after folding the basic
hat, instead of folding
the brim up all around,
you fold the front and
back brims down and
the side brims up. This
creates a distinctive
sideways-facing hat
with a pointed front
and back. While not
strictly a pirate hat, it
shows the versatility of
the basic newspaper
folding technique.




12

G COMMON ISSUES

Even with clear
instructions, you might
run into a few snags
when making your
pirate hat made out
of newspaper. Here
are some common
problems and how to
fix them.

e The hat is too
small or too
big: Newspaper
sizes vary. If your
hat is too small,
start with a
larger sheet (two
full pages taped
together). If it is
too big, use a
smaller sheet or
fold the brim up
a bit more.

e The brim keeps
flopping down:
This is usually a
sign that your
folds are not
sharp enough.
Use a ruler or

your MROUBLESHOOTIN
press down very
firmly on the
creases. If it still
flops, use tape
on the inside of
the brim to hold
itin place.

The paper
tears during
folding:
Newspaper is
delicate. Be
gentle with your
folds. If the
paper starts to
tear, use a small
piece of clear
tape to repair the
tear. Using a
thicker layer of
newspaper (like
a double-page
spread) can also
prevent tearing.
The hat does
not stay on
your head: The
newspaper hat is
not designed to
be a tight-fitting
hat. It will sit
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loosely on your
head. If you need
it to stay on
more securely,
you can attach a
piece of elastic
string to either
side of the brim
and wear it
under your chin.

NEWSPAPER
PIRATE CRAFTS

BEYOND THE HAT:
OTHER

Once you master the
pirate hat made out
of newspaper, you
can expand your pirate
crafting to include
other accessories. A
folded newspaper
sword or cutlass is a
natural companion to
the hat. You can also
make a simple
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