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UNCOVERING THE DEPTHS OF
DEUTERONOMY: A REVIEW OF
THE LITTLE MIDRASH SAYS THE
BOOK OF DEVARIM PAPERBACK A

DIGEST OF THE WEEKLY TOR

For generations, the timeless wisdom of
the  Torah  has  been  passed  down
through storytelling, interpretation, and
carefu l  study.  Among  the  many
resources available to those seeking to
deepen  their  understanding  of  the
weekly portions, few have achieved the
warmth,  accessibility,  and  educational
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richness of the classic series The Little
Midrash  Says.  Specifically,  the  volume
dedicated  to  the  fifth  book  of  the
Torah—The Little Midrash Says The
Book  Of  Devarim  Paperback  A
Digest Of The Weekly Tor—stands as
a  treasured  companion  for  families,
educators,  and self-learners  alike.  This
article explores the unique value of this
particular  paperback  edition,  its
structure,  its  role  in  enriching  Torah
study,  and  why  it  continues  to  be  a
beloved  resource  in  Jewish  homes
around  the  world.
The Book of Devarim, known in English
as  Deuteronomy,  represents  the  final
words of Moshe (Moses) to the Children
of Israel before they enter the Promised
Land. It is a book of rebuke, reassurance,
and  renewal.  For  many  readers,

navigating  the  layered  narratives  and
legal  discourses  of  Devarim  can  be
challenging without the right guidance.
This  is  precisely  where  The  Little
Midrash Says The Book Of Devarim
Paperback A Digest Of The Weekly
Tor  shines.  It  transforms  complex
Midrashic insights into digestible stories
that  captivate  both  young  and  adult
audiences,  making  the  weekly  Torah
portion  come  alive  with  meaning  and
moral depth.

What is The Little
Midrash Says
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Series?
Before diving into the specific volume on
Devarim, it is helpful to understand the
broader  series.  The  Little  Midrash
Says  was  conceived  and  written  by
Rabbi  Moshe  Weissman,  a  renowned
educator  and  author.  The  series  was
designed  to  present  the  Midrash—the
body  of  rabbinic  commentaries  and
homiletic  stories that  elaborate on the
biblical  text—in  a  format  that  is  both
clear  and  engaging.  Unlike  many
scholarly works that can feel  dense or
inaccessible, The Little Midrash Says
simplifies  the  narrative  while  preserving
the  depth  and  spiritual  insight  of  the
original sources.
Each volume in the series corresponds to

one  of  the  five  books  of  the  Torah.  The
books are structured around the weekly
Torah portions (parshiyot), making them
ideal  for  Shabbat  reading,  classroom
learning,  or  individual  study.  The
paperback  edition  of  the  Devarim
volume is particularly popular because it
is  lightweight,  portable,  and  affordable,
making  it  easy  for  families  to  own  a
complete  set  or  to  gift  to  friends  and
relatives.

A Closer Look at
the Book of
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Devarim
Devarim is distinct among the five books
of  Moses.  It  is  largely  composed  of
Moshe's  farewell  addresses  to  the
nation.  He  reviews  their  journey  from
Egypt to the edge of Canaan, recounts
the  giving  of  the  Torah  at  Sinai,  and
r e i t e r a t e s  m a n y  l a w s  a n d
commandments.  More  than  a  simple
repetition,  Devarim  offers  a  deeper
perspective  on  the  covenant  between
God and Israel. The Midrashic literature
on Devarim is rich with ethical lessons,
historical  reflections,  and  prophetic
warnings.
The Little Midrash Says The Book Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly Tor does not merely summarize

these portions.  It  weaves together  the
simple meaning of the text (pshat) with
the deeper interpretations of the Sages
(drash).  Readers are introduced to the
personalities,  the  challenges,  and  the
miracles  that  define  the  final  days  of
Moshe's leadership. The book covers all
eleven weekly portions from Devarim to
Vezot  HaBerachah,  provid ing  a
comprehensive  journey  through  the
entire  book.

How This
Paperback Digest
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Enhances Torah
Study
One  of  the  greatest  strengths  of  this
volume is its ability to serve as a bridge
between  the  biblical  text  and  the
reader's daily life. The Midrashic stories
included in  The Little  Midrash Says
The Book Of Devarim Paperback A
Digest  Of  The  Weekly  Tor  are  not
random  anecdotes.  They  are  carefully
selected to illuminate a specific verse or
theme.  For  instance,  when  the  Torah
speaks of Moshe's humility, the Midrash
offers  a  narrative  that  shows  his
character  in  action.  When  the  text
discusses the importance of justice, the
Midrash provides a story that illustrates

fairness and compassion.
Here are some of the key features that
make this digest so effective:

Weekly Portion Structure: The
book is divided according to the
weekly Torah readings, making it
easy to follow along with the
synagogue cycle.
Clear Language: The English text
is written in a straightforward yet
elegant style, suitable for readers
aged eight and up.
Educational Questions: Each
section includes thought-provoking
questions that encourage
discussion and critical thinking.
Beautiful Illustrations: The
paperback edition contains black-
and-white illustrations that help
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visualize the stories and engage
younger readers.
Midrashic Sources: The author
cites the original Midrashic
sources, allowing more advanced
learners to explore further.

Who Will Benefit
Most from This
Volume?
The Little Midrash Says The Book Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly  Tor  is  designed  for  a  broad
audience. It is an excellent resource for:

Parents and Children: Reading1.

the weekly portion together
becomes a meaningful bonding
experience. The stories are short
enough to hold a child's attention
yet deep enough to spark
conversation.
Teachers and Educators: In a2.
classroom setting, this book serves
as a reliable curriculum resource.
It provides a structured way to
teach the weekly Torah portion
with Midrashic insights.
Adult Learners: Even those who3.
have studied Torah for years will
find fresh perspectives and
inspiring lessons in this digest. The
Midrashic tradition is vast, and this
book offers a curated selection
that highlights the most impactful
narratives.
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Newcomers to Torah Study: For4.
individuals who are just beginning
their journey into Jewish learning,
this volume offers a gentle yet
substantive introduction to the
world of Midrash.

The Educational
Philosophy
Behind the
Digest
Rabbi  Weissman’s  approach  in  The
Little  Midrash  Says  The  Book  Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly Tor is rooted in the belief that

Torah study should be joyful, accessible,
and transformative. He does not simply
relay information; he invites the reader
into  a  dialogue  with  the  text.  The
questions at the end of each portion are
not tests but conversation starters. They
encourage  the  reader  to  reflect  on  the
moral implications of the narrative and
to apply its lessons to contemporary life.
Moreover,  the  book  respects  the
intellectual capacity of its readers. While
it is written for a younger audience, it
does not shy away from complex themes
such as repentance, leadership, justice,
and faith. The stories are handled with
sensitivity  and  depth,  ensuring  that
readers  of  all  ages  can  find  meaning  in
them.
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Why Choose the
Paperback
Edition?
In  an  age  of  digital  media,  there  is
something  special  about  holding  a
physical  book  in  your  hands.  The
paperback  edit ion  of  The  Little
Midrash Says The Book Of Devarim
Paperback A Digest Of The Weekly
Tor is designed for daily use. Its durable
cover and compact size make it easy to
carry  in  a  bag  or  keep  on  a  bedside
table.  Many  families  use  it  as  part  of
their Shabbat table routine, reading the
portion  together  before  or  after  the
meal.

The  affordability  of  the  paperback
edition also makes it an ideal gift for bar
and bat mitzvah celebrations, holidays,
or as a welcome gift for new members of
a Jewish community. When you give this
book,  you are giving the gift  of  Torah
knowledge  that  can  be  passed  down
through generations.

Connecting the
Weekly Portion
to Daily Life
One of the most remarkable aspects of
The Little Midrash Says The Book Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly Tor is its relevance. The stories
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in Devarim are not ancient history; they
are  living  lessons.  For  example,  the
portion  of  Shoftim  deals  with  the
appointment of judges and the pursuit of
justice.  The  Midrashim  in  this  section
explore what true justice looks like and
how we can strive for fairness in our own
interactions. Similarly, the portion of Ki
Teitzei includes laws about kindness to
animals and returning lost objects, and
the  Midrashic  stories  highlight  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e m p a t h y  a n d
responsibil ity.
By  connecting  the  weekly  portion  to
everyday experiences, this digest helps
readers  internalize  the  values  of  the
Torah. It transforms study into practice
and knowledge into wisdom.

How This Book
Complements
Other Torah
Resources
The Little Midrash Says The Book Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly Tor works beautifully alongside
other Torah study tools. It can be used
with a Chumash (the printed Torah text)
to provide context and commentary. It
also pairs well with other volumes in the
series,  creating  a  complete  midrashic
library  for  the  entire  Torah.  Many
educators use it as a supplementary text



10

10 The Little Midrash Says The Book Of Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly Tor

2026-06-24

in  conjunction  with  more  advanced
commentaries  like  Rashi  or  Ramban,
offering  students  a  stepping  stone  to
deeper  learning.
Furthermore,  the  book  is  an  excellent
resource for preparing a Dvar Torah (a
short Torah talk) for Shabbat or holidays.
The  stories  and  insights  provide  rich
material  that  can  be  shared  with  a
congregation or study group.

The Timeless
Appeal of
Midrashic

Storytelling
Why does Midrash continue to captivate
readers  after  thousands  of  years?
Because Midrash speaks to the human
heart.  It  fills  in  the  gaps  of  the  biblical
narrative,  answering  questions  that
naturally  arise  when  reading  the  text.
Why did  Moshe  strike  the  rock?  What
was the conversation between God and
Moshe  on  Mount  Nebo?  How  did  the
people  react  to  Moshe's  final  blessings?
The Little Midrash Says The Book Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly  Tor  offers  answers  that  are
both  imaginative  and  grounded  in
tradition.
The stories are not presented as literal
history but  as profound teachings that
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reveal deeper truths about God, human
nature, and the covenant. This approach
fosters  a  love  for  Torah  that  is  both
intellectual and emotional.

Conclusion
The Little Midrash Says The Book Of
Devarim Paperback A Digest Of The
Weekly Tor is far more than a children's
book  or  a  simple  summary  of  biblical
stor ies.  I t  is  a  careful ly  crafted
educational tool that brings the richness
of the Midrashic tradition into the hands
of  every  reader.  Whether  you  are  a
parent seeking to instill a love of Torah
in your  children,  a  teacher  looking for

reliable  classroom  material,  or  an
individual  on  a  personal  journey  of
spiritual  growth,  this  volume  offers
enduring  value.
By combining clear language, thoughtful
structure,  and profound insights,  Rabbi
Moshe  Weissman  has  created  a  work
that honors the past while speaking to
the  present.  The  paperback  edition
makes  this  wisdom  accessible  to  all,
ensuring  that  the  lessons  of  Devarim
continue  to  inspire  and  guide.  As  you
turn the pages of this digest, you are not
just reading a book—you are joining a
conversation that has been unfolding for
millennia, and you are adding your own
voice to the eternal dialogue of Torah.


