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INTRODUCTION TO AER)
SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

Publishing in a top-tier academic journal
is a significant milestone for any
researcher, and the American
Educational Research Journal (AER))
stands as one of the most respected
venues in the field of education.
Understanding the AER) submission
guidelines is not merely a procedural
step; it is a strategic move that can

determine whether your manuscript
moves forward to peer review or faces
an early desk rejection. This article
provides a comprehensive walkthrough
of everything you need to know to align
your research paper with the journal’s
expectations. From formatting
requirements to ethical considerations,
we cover the essential elements that will
help you navigate the submission
process with confidence.

Whether you are a first-time author or an
experienced scholar, the AER]
submission guidelines are designed to


https://old.setefer.com/

maintain high standards of rigor, clarity,
and scholarly impact. By following these
instructions closely, you increase the
likelihood of a smooth editorial review
and a positive reception from your
peers. Let us dive into the key
components of these guidelines and
learn how to prepare a manuscript that
meets the journal’s exacting criteria.

UNDERSTANDING THE SCOPE
AND AUDIENCE OF AER])

Before you begin drafting your
manuscript, it is crucial to understand
what the American Educational Research
Journal seeks to publish. AER] publishes
original research that contributes to
knowledge in education and related
fields. It prioritizes empirical studies,
theoretical analyses, and methodological

innovations that have broad implications
for educational policy, practice, and
theory. The journal is divided into two
sections: Teaching, Learning, and
Human Development; and Social and
Institutional Analysis. Knowing which
section fits your work best will help you
tailor your submission accordingly.

The AER] submission guidelines
emphasize that manuscripts should be
written for a diverse audience of
educational researchers, policymakers,
and practitioners. Therefore, language
should be accessible without sacrificing
scholarly depth. Authors are encouraged
to situate their work within existing
literature, clearly articulate research
guestions or hypotheses, and discuss the
practical or theoretical significance of
their findings.

2 Aerj Submission Guidelines

2026-06-04



Aerj Submission Guidelines 3

GENERAL FORMATTING AND
MANUSCRIPT STRUCTURE

The technical formatting of your
manuscript is your first opportunity to
demonstrate attention to detail. The
AERJ submission guidelines specify that
manuscripts should be prepared
according to the APA Style (7th
edition). This includes the use of double
spacing, a readable 12-point font (such
as Times New Roman), and one-inch
margins on all sides. Pages should be
numbered consecutively, and all text
should be left-aligned.

Manuscripts should include a title page
that lists the full title of the paper, the
names and affiliations of all authors, and
a complete corresponding author
contact information. The title page is

separate from the main document to
facilitate blind review. An abstract of 150
to 250 words should summarize the
purpose, methods, key findings, and
implications of the study. Additionally,
include three to five keywords that
accurately represent the content. The
AER] submission guidelines strongly
recommend using keywords that align
with the journal’s indexing terms to
enhance discoverability.

The main body of the manuscript should
follow a standard organizational
structure: introduction, literature review,
methods, results, discussion, and
conclusion. However, AER] is flexible for
qualitative or mixed-methods studies
that may require alternative structures.
Regardless of the approach, the
guidelines stress the importance of clear
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reporting of research processes.

Headings and
Subheadings

Use APA-style headings to organize your
content. The AERJ submission guidelines
note that headings should be concise
and descriptive. Level 1 headings are
centered, bold, and title case; Level 2
headings are left-aligned, bold, and title
case; Level 3 headings are left-aligned,
bold, italicized, and title case. Avoid
overly long headings and ensure that
each section logically follows from the
previous one.

FIGURES, AND APPENDICES

Visual elements can enhance the clarity
of your research, but they must be
prepared according to the AER]
submission guidelines. Tables should be
created using the table function in your
word processor, not by using tabs or
spaces. Each table must be numbered
consecutively and have a brief, clear
title. Figure captions should appear
below the figure, and figures must be
submitted in high-resolution formats
(TIFF, EPS, or JPEG) that are at least 300
dpi for readability in print.

Appendices should be used sparingly
and only for materials that are essential
but too lengthy for the main text, such
as survey instruments or detailed
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statistical tables. The guidelines
recommend that authors consider
making supplementary materials
available through an online repository to
keep the manuscript focused.

REFERENCE LIST AND CITATIONS

The accuracy and completeness of your
references are critical in academic
publishing. The AER] submission
guidelines require that all citations and
references conform to APA 7th edition
style. This includes proper formatting for
journal articles, books, book chapters,
conference papers, grey literature, and
online sources. Use a hanging indent for
each reference entry. Ensure that every
in-text citation has a corresponding
entry in the reference list and vice versa.

Authors are also encouraged to include

DOls for all references that have them.
This practice increases the
discoverability and permanence of your
cited sources. Pay special attention to
the formatting of author names,
publication year, title, and source. Even
a minor error can lead to confusion or
rejection.

ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS AND
COMPLIANCE

Ethical integrity is a cornerstone of
scholarly publishing, and the AER]
submission guidelines require all authors
to adhere to the highest ethical
standards. Manuscripts must represent
original work that has not been
published elsewhere and is not under
simultaneous consideration by another
journal. Authors must also disclose any



potential conflicts of interest, including
financial, personal, or institutional
relationships that could influence the
research.

If the research involves human
participants, the manuscript must
include a statement indicating that
institutional review board (IRB) approval
was obtained or that the study was
conducted in accordance with ethical
guidelines. For studies involving minors
or vulnerable populations, additional
ethical considerations must be clearly
described. The AER] submission
guidelines also require authors to follow
the American Educational Research
Association’s ethical standards.

Plagiarism in any form is strictly
prohibited. Authors should carefully
paraphrase and cite sources

appropriately. Self-plagiarism — the
reuse of one’s own previously published
text without citation — is also
unacceptable. Use of artificial
intelligence tools in writing should be
disclosed as recommended by the
journal and the publisher’s policies.

THE SUBMISSION PROCESS: STEP
BY STEP

Submitting a manuscript to AER] is done
through the journal’s online submission
system (usually ScholarOne). The AER]
submission guidelines provide clear
instructions on how to create an
account, upload files, and complete the
submission form. Before starting, gather
all required documents: the manuscript
file (with blinded text), a separate title
page (with author information), figures
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and tables (if not embedded), and a
cover letter.

The cover letter is an important element
that is often undervalued. The AER]
submission guidelines do not prescribe a
strict format, but a good cover letter
should introduce the manuscript, explain
its significance to the field, confirm that
the work is original and not under
consideration elsewhere, and suggest
preferred reviewers if permitted. Keep
the tone professional and concise.

After uploading all files, you will be
asked to confirm that you have read and
agreed to the journal’s submission
policies. Pay close attention to the
checklist provided by the system. Once
submitted, the manuscript enters the
editorial review process. The AER]
submission guidelines note that authors

will receive an acknowledgment within a
few days, and an initial editorial decision
regarding suitability for peer review
typically occurs within two to four weeks.

THE PEER REVIEW PROCESS AT
AERJ

AER] employs a double-blind peer review
process, meaning that both the authors
and reviewers remain anonymous. The
AERJ submission guidelines emphasize
that authors should take steps to ensure
anonymity in the manuscript text.
Remove any identifying information from
the main document, including author
names, institutional affiliations, and
acknowledgments. References to prior
work by the authors should be written in
the third person.

Once assigned, the manuscript is



reviewed by two to four experts in the
field. Reviewers evaluate the
manuscript’s contribution, methodology,
clarity, and adherence to ethical
standards. The average time from
submission to a first decision is around
60 to 90 days, but this can vary. Authors
should be patient and prepared to
respond to constructive feedback. The
AER] submission guidelines encourage
authors to revise their manuscripts
thoroughly if invited to resubmit and to
address all reviewer comments point by
point in a revision letter.

COMMON REASONS FOR DESK
REJECTION

Understanding why manuscripts are
rejected without peer review can help
you avoid common pitfalls. Based on the

AER] submission guidelines and editorial
feedback, frequent reasons include
failing to follow formatting instructions,
submitting a manuscript that does not
align with the journal’s scope, having
weak theoretical framing, insufficient
methodological detail, or poor writing
quality. Lack of novelty or contribution to
the field is also a major factor.

To minimize the risk of desk rejection,
thoroughly read the AER] submission
guidelines before you begin writing.
Consider asking a colleague to review
your manuscript for clarity and
completeness. Double-check that your
research question is clearly stated and
that your methods are replicable. Ensure
your conclusions connect directly to your
findings and address implications for
research and practice.
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TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL AER]
SUBMISSION

Beyond the formal guidelines, several
practical strategies can strengthen your
submission. First, invest time in crafting
a compelling abstract that accurately
reflects your study and captures
interest. The abstract is often the first
part reviewers and editors read. Second,
make sure your literature review is
current and comprehensive, citing key
works from the past five years. Third,
present your results transparently,
including effect sizes and confidence
intervals where appropriate. Fourth,
discuss limitations honestly, as this
demonstrates scholarly maturity.

Finally, proofread your manuscript
meticulously. Typos, formatting errors,

and inconsistent citations create a
negative impression. Utilize grammar
checkers and consider professional

editing if English is not your first
language. The AER] submission
guidelines allow for corrected

manuscripts to be resubmitted after
revision, so take advantage of that
opportunity to refine your work.

CONCLUSION

Navigating the AER] submission
guidelines is a necessary step toward
publishing your research in one of the
most influential journals in education. By
paying close attention to formatting,
structure, ethics, and submission
procedures, you demonstrate your
commitment to scholarly excellence.
Remember that the guidelines are not



just a set of rules but a roadmap to
effective  communication with  your
peers. Whether your manuscript is
accepted on the first submission or
requires revisions, the effort you invest
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in following these guidelines will pay off
in the long run. Prepare thoroughly, stay
resilient, and trust the process. Your
contribution to educational research
deserves the best possible platform.
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