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REDISCOVERING A HEARTWARMING CLASSIC: THE MRS ARRIS GOES TO PARIS DVD

There  are  films  that  entertain,  and  there  are  films  that  leave  a  lasting  imprint  on  your  soul.  Mrs
Arris  Goes  to  Paris  belongs  firmly  in  the  latter  category.  Based  on  Paul  Gallico's  beloved  1958
novel, this timeless story of hope, kindness, and a dream realized against all odds has captivated
audiences for decades. With the release of the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD, a new generation
can  experience  the  gentle  magic  of  Ada  Harris's  journey  from a  London  charwoman  to  the
glamorous fashion houses of Paris. Whether you are a long-time admirer or discovering this gem for
the first time, the DVD offers the definitive way to enjoy this cherished film in the comfort of your
home. This article will explore everything you need to know about the film, its legacy, and why the
Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD deserves a place in your movie collection.

THE STORY OF MRS ARRIS GOES TO PARIS

Set in post-war London, the film introduces us to Ada Harris (played with sublime warmth by Angela
Lansbury in the 1992 television movie,  or  by other actresses in earlier  adaptations—the most
famous being the 1992 version). Mrs. Harris is a humble cleaning lady who, after seeing a Christian
Dior gown in a client's wardrobe, becomes utterly obsessed with owning a Dior dress of her own. The
idea seems absurd for a woman of her modest means, but Ada's determination, optimism, and sheer
force of will set her on an unforgettable adventure.
She scrimps and saves every penny until  she has enough to travel  to Paris.  Once there,  she
navigates  the  intimidating  world  of  haute  couture,  wins  over  the  skeptical  Dior  staff  with  her
honesty, and inadvertently changes lives—including her own. The story is a gentle meditation on
class, beauty, and the idea that dreams are not reserved for the wealthy. The Mrs Arris Goes to
Paris DVD preserves this beautifully crafted narrative in pristine digital quality, allowing viewers to
savor every charming moment.

THE JOURNEY FROM PAGE TO SCREEN

Paul Gallico first introduced Mrs. Harris in a 1958 short story, Mrs. 'Arris Goes to Paris. The character
was so popular  that  Gallico wrote a series of  sequels.  The story was first  adapted for  television in
1958, then again in 1992 as a made-for-TV movie starring Angela Lansbury. Lansbury’s portrayal is
widely  considered  the  definitive  version,  and  it  is  this  iteration  that  is  most  commonly  associated
with the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD release. The DVD typically presents the 1992 film, though
earlier versions have also appeared on home video.

The adaptation remains remarkably faithful to Gallico’s original novella. The film retains the period
atmosphere of 1950s London and Paris, the gentle humor, and the profound emotional beats. Fans
of the book will  find that the DVD captures the spirit  of the written word, while newcomers will  be
delighted by the visual splendor of the House of Dior recreated on screen. The Mrs Arris Goes to
Paris DVD is more than just a movie; it is a bridge between literature and cinema that honors both
mediums.

THE CAST AND CHARACTERS

Angela Lansbury headlines the 1992 film as Mrs. Ada Harris, bringing her trademark charm, comedic
timing, and emotional depth to the role. Lansbury, already beloved for Murder, She Wrote, delivers a
performance that is both earthy and luminous. The supporting cast includes Omar Sharif as the
elegant Marquis de Chassagne, a Dior client who becomes an unexpected ally, and Diana Rigg as
the formidable Madame Colbert, the head of Dior’s atelier. John Savident and Julia McKenzie also
appear in memorable roles.
The  chemistry  among the  actors  is  one  of  the  film’s  greatest  strengths.  The  DVD release  ensures
that these performances are seen in the best possible light, with restored picture and sound that
allow the nuances of Lansbury’s expressions and the rich textures of the Dior costumes to shine. For
fans of classic cinema and British television, the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD offers a chance to
revisit these stellar performances again and again.

CRITICAL RECEPTION AND AUDIENCE APPRECIATION

Upon its television premiere in 1992, Mrs. Harris Goes to Paris was met with widespread acclaim.
Critics  praised  its  gentle  storytelling,  Lansbury’s  performance,  and  the  film’s  refusal  to  veer  into
saccharine sentimentality. The New York Times called it "a valentine to the power of dreams," while
viewers lauded its sincerity. Over the years, the film has become a staple of public broadcasting and
holiday programming, often airing during seasons of goodwill.
With  the  release  of  the  Mrs Arris  Goes to Paris  DVD,  the  film found a  second life  in  the  home
video market. Collectors and families alike have embraced the DVD as a perfect comfort watch. It
scores consistently high on audience review platforms, with many noting that it  is  a film that only
improves with age. The DVD format has allowed the film to reach international audiences who might
have missed its original television broadcast, cementing its status as a beloved classic.

THE MRS ARRIS GOES TO PARIS DVD: A MUST-HAVE FOR CLASSIC FILM LOVERS

Why should you consider adding the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD to your library? For one, the
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physical DVD remains a reliable format that does not rely on internet streaming. You can watch it
anytime,  anywhere,  in  full  quality  without  buffering  or  compression  artifacts.  The  DVD  also  often
includes special features that enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the film.

Special Features and Bonus Content
Depending on the edition, the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD may include a variety of extras:

Behind-the-scenes interviews with the cast and crew, including reflections from Angela
Lansbury on playing Mrs. Harris.
Original TV spots and trailers that give a glimpse of how the film was promoted in its day.
A photo gallery showcasing production stills and costume design sketches from the Dior
archive.
Audio commentary from a film historian (available on some special edition releases).
A short documentary on the real House of Dior and its impact on fashion and film.

These  bonus  features  add  significant  value,  making  the  DVD  not  just  a  movie  disc  but  a  small
treasure trove of cultural history. For fans of fashion or literature, the extra content is a delightful
bonus.

Picture and Sound Quality
The Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD typically presents the film in its original 1.33:1 aspect ratio (as it
was produced for television) or sometimes in a widescreen version. The video transfer is generally
clean, with vibrant colors that capture the contrast between gray post-war London and the vivid
hues of the Dior boutique. Sound is presented in Dolby Digital stereo, which is perfectly adequate for
a dialogue-driven film. While a Blu-ray release would offer slightly higher resolution, the DVD format
delivers a satisfying home viewing experience that does justice to the film’s visual charm.

Packaging and Design

Most editions of the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD come in a standard Amaray case with artwork
featuring Angela Lansbury in a elegant hat and coat, standing before the Eiffel Tower or inside the
Dior salon. Some collectors' editions may include a slipcover or a booklet with essays on the film’s
themes. The packaging is designed to appeal to fans of classic cinema and those who appreciate a
tactile connection to their movie collection.

WHERE TO BUY THE MRS ARRIS GOES TO PARIS DVD

The Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD is widely available through both online and retail channels.
Major e-commerce platforms such as Amazon, eBay, and Walmart carry the disc, often at budget-
friendly  prices.  Specialty  retailers  that  focus  on  classic  films or  British  television,  such as  the  BBC
Shop or Acorn Media, may also stock it. If you prefer physical stores, check the DVD sections of
Target, Best Buy, or local independent media shops. Additionally, the DVD is sometimes included in
multi-film collections featuring Angela Lansbury or adaptations of Paul Gallico’s works. Always verify
the  region  code before  purchasing,  especially  if  ordering  from international  sellers,  to  ensure
compatibility with your player.
For those who prefer digital ownership, the film is also available for purchase or rental on platforms
like Amazon Prime Video, iTunes, and Vudu. However, the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD remains
the best choice for collectors who want permanent ownership with no reliance on internet access or
streaming service availability.

CONCLUSION

Mrs Arris Goes to Paris is more than a film—it is a gentle reminder that beauty, dignity, and hope
are accessible to everyone, regardless of their station in life. Angela Lansbury’s portrayal of the
indomitable Mrs. Harris is a masterclass in empathetic acting, and the story’s timeless themes
resonate as strongly today as they did in the 1950s. Owning the Mrs Arris Goes to Paris DVD
allows you to revisit this uplifting tale whenever you need a dose of warmth and inspiration. Whether
you are watching alone on a quiet evening or sharing it with family, the DVD offers a reliable, high-
quality viewing experience. Add it to your collection, and let Ada Harris remind you that no dream is
too big—even if it begins with a simple dress.


