
Chronological Chart Of Salvation History 1

Chronological Chart Of Salvation History

Chronological Chart Of Salvation History Downloaded from old.setefer.com by Phoebe Hobbs

INTRODUCTION: UNDERSTANDING THE GRAND NARRATIVE OF REDEMPTION

The Bible is not merely a collection of ancient stories, moral lessons, or isolated teachings. It is a
unified, developing narrative that stretches from the dawn of creation to the ultimate restoration of
all things. This sweeping story is often referred to as salvation history—the account of God's plan to
rescue and reconcile a fallen humanity to Himself.  To truly grasp the depth and coherence of
Scripture, many students and believers find it helpful to visualize this plan through a chronological
chart  of  salvation history.  Such  a  tool  maps  out  the  key  events,  covenants,  and  figures  in  the
order they occurred, revealing how each piece fits into God's unfolding purpose. In this article, we
will  walk  through  that  timeline,  exploring  the  major  epochs,  turning  points,  and  redemptive
milestones that form the backbone of the biblical message. By understanding this sequence, you will
gain a clearer perspective on the Bible's overarching theme: God's relentless love and His mission to
redeem a people for Himself.

THE DAWN OF ALL THINGS: CREATION AND THE FALL

Creation: The Good Beginning
Salvation history begins with an act of divine speech. In the opening chapters of Genesis, God
creates the heavens and the earth, declaring everything "very good." Humanity, made in His image,
is placed in a perfect garden with the gift of relationship, purpose, and dominion. This original
state—often called the state of innocence—sets the stage for everything that follows. The creation
account is not merely a prelude; it establishes the inherent value of the world and the unique dignity
of human beings. It also introduces the foundational principle that God is the author of life and the
sovereign ruler over all.

The Fall: A Fractured Relationship
The harmony of  creation is  shattered by the disobedience of  Adam and Eve. Tempted by the
serpent, they choose to eat from the forbidden tree, bringing sin, death, and separation into the
world.  This  catastrophic  event—the Fall—marks  the first  major  turning point  in  the chronological
chart of salvation history. Immediately, God promises a future deliverer, a "seed" of the woman
who will crush the serpent's head (Genesis 3:15). This is the first glimmer of the gospel, often called
the protoevangelium.  From this moment on, the entire biblical  narrative becomes a search for
redemption, a long journey back to relationship with God.

THE PATRIARCHAL ERA: GOD'S CHOOSING OF A PEOPLE

Abraham: The Father of Faith
After  the  flood  and  the  scattering  at  Babel,  God  singles  out  a  pagan  man  named  Abram  (later
Abraham) and makes a radical promise: "I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you…
and in you all  the families of the earth shall  be blessed" (Genesis 12:2-3). This covenant with
Abraham is a pivotal moment in salvation timeline. God is not working with all humanity at once;
instead, He is forming a chosen family through whom His blessing will eventually reach the whole
world.  Abraham's  journey  of  faith—marked  by  altars,  struggles,  and  a  willingness  to  sacrifice
Isaac—becomes  the  model  for  all  who  trust  in  God's  promises.

Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph
The story continues with Isaac, the child of promise, and then Jacob (renamed Israel), whose twelve
sons become the heads of the twelve tribes. The narrative takes a dramatic turn when Jacob's son
Joseph, sold into slavery by his brothers, rises to become second-in-command in Egypt. His story of
suffering and eventual exaltation foreshadows the pattern of the ultimate Redeemer. The patriarchs
demonstrate  that  God  works  through  flawed,  ordinary  people  to  accomplish  His  extraordinary
purposes. Each generation adds a layer to the unfolding plan, building anticipation for the greater
deliverance to come.

THE EXODUS AND THE COVENANT AT SINAI

Slavery and Deliverance
Centuries pass, and the descendants of Israel find themselves enslaved in Egypt. Their cries for help
reach God, who raises up Moses as a deliverer. The exodus—the dramatic liberation from bondage
through plagues, the Passover, and the parting of the Red Sea—becomes the defining event of the
Old Testament. It is the foundational act of salvation that shapes Israel's identity and worship. In the
chronological chart of salvation history, the exodus stands as a powerful type of the greater
redemption that would come through Christ.

The Giving of the Law and the Tabernacle
At Mount Sinai, God establishes a covenant with Israel, giving them the Law (Torah) and instructions
for the tabernacle. The Law reveals God's holy standards and provides a guide for living as His
chosen  people.  The  sacrificial  system  and  the  priesthood  offer  a  way  for  sins  to  be  atoned  for
temporarily. The tabernacle, where God's presence dwells among them, symbolizes the ultimate
goal of salvation: God dwelling with His people. This period lays the groundwork for understanding
sin, grace, and the need for a perfect sacrifice.

CONQUEST, JUDGES, AND THE EARLY KINGDOM

Entering the Promised Land
Under Joshua's leadership, Israel crosses the Jordan River and begins the conquest of Canaan. These
events  fulfill  God's  promise  to  Abraham  and  demonstrate  His  faithfulness.  The  land  is  distributed
among the twelve tribes, and the people are called to live in obedience to the covenant. However,

the pattern of sin, judgment, and deliverance soon repeats itself.

The Cycle of the Judges
The period  of  the  judges  is  marked by  a  recurring  cycle:  Israel  turns  away from God,  faces
oppression, cries out for help, and is rescued by a judge raised up by God. Figures like Deborah,
Gideon, and Samson illustrate both God's mercy and the people's stubbornness. The final line of the
book of Judges says it all: "In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in
his own eyes." This cry for a faithful king becomes a major thread leading to the monarchy.

Saul, David, and Solomon
The people demand a king, and God gives them Saul, a tall and handsome but flawed leader. He is
succeeded by David, a man after God's own heart, who establishes Jerusalem as the capital and
brings the Ark of the Covenant there. God makes a covenant with David, promising that his throne
will be established forever (2 Samuel 7). This Davidic covenant is a crucial milestone in the salvation
timeline—it points forward to a future king, the Messiah, who will reign eternally. Solomon, David's
son, builds the temple and ushers in an era of peace and prosperity, but his later idolatry sows seeds
of division.

THE DIVIDED KINGDOM AND THE PROPHETIC VOICE

Division and Decline
After Solomon's death, the kingdom splits into Israel (north) and Judah (south). A succession of
mostly wicked kings leads both nations into idolatry and social injustice. God sends prophets—Elijah,
Elisha,  Amos,  Hosea,  Isaiah,  Jeremiah,  and many others—to call  the people  back to  covenant
faithfulness. These prophets not only warn of impending judgment but also speak of a future hope: a
new covenant, a righteous branch from David's line, and a day when God will pour out His Spirit on
all people.

Exile and Restoration
The northern kingdom falls to Assyria in 722 BC, and the southern kingdom is taken into Babylonian
exile in 586 BC. The temple is destroyed, and the people are displaced. This devastating period,
often seen as the lowest point in the chronological chart of salvation history, actually becomes
crucible  for  purification  and  renewal.  In  exile,  prophets  like  Ezekiel  and  Daniel  sustain  hope,  and
writers compile much of the Old Testament. After seventy years, a remnant returns under Persian
rule and rebuilds the temple under Zerubbabel, and later the walls under Nehemiah. The prophetic
voice grows silent, but the promise of a coming Messiah remains alive.

THE SILENT YEARS AND THE FULLNESS OF TIME

The roughly 400 years between the Old and New Testaments are often called the "intertestamental
period"  or  the  "silent  years."  While  no  prophetic  books  were  written,  significant  historical
developments took place: the rise of Greek culture under Alexander the Great, the translation of the
Hebrew Scriptures into Greek (the Septuagint), the emergence of religious groups like the Pharisees
and Sadducees, and the Roman conquest of Judea. These events set the stage for the coming of
Christ. When "the fullness of time had come" (Galatians 4:4), God sent His Son.

THE LIFE AND WORK OF JESUS CHRIST: THE CENTER OF HISTORY

Incarnation and Early Ministry
Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  born  in  Bethlehem,  fulfilling  dozens  of  Old  Testament  prophecies.  His  life,
teachings, miracles, and interactions with sinners and religious leaders reveal the very character of
God. He announces the arrival of the Kingdom of God, calls twelve disciples, and begins to gather a
new community.  His  Sermon on the Mount  reinterprets  the Law,  and His  parables  unveil  the
mysteries of the kingdom.

Death and Resurrection
The climax of  salvation history is  the crucifixion and resurrection of  Jesus Christ.  On the cross,  He
takes upon Himself the sins of the world, satisfying the justice of God and providing the once-for-all
sacrifice  that  the  old  covenant  only  foreshadowed.  Three  days  later,  He  rises  from  the  dead,
conquering death and securing eternal life for all who believe. This event is the hinge of history—the
moment that divides time itself (BC and AD). In the chronological chart of salvation history, the
cross  and  empty  tomb  are  the  central  turning  point,  the  fulfillment  of  every  promise  and  the
inauguration  of  a  new  covenant.

THE BIRTH AND EXPANSION OF THE CHURCH

Pentecost and the Apostolic Era
After Jesus' ascension, the Holy Spirit is poured out on the disciples at Pentecost, empowering them
to preach the gospel to the ends of the earth. The book of Acts records the rapid expansion of the
early church, from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and beyond. Key figures like Peter and Paul preach
to both Jews and Gentiles,  breaking down barriers.  The council  at  Jerusalem (Acts  15)  affirms that
salvation is by grace through faith, apart from the works of the Law. The New Testament letters
(Epistles) are written to instruct, correct, and encourage these fledgling congregations.

Persecution and the Spread of the Gospel
The early church faced intense persecution from Jewish leaders and the Roman Empire. Yet, the
blood of the martyrs became the seed of the church. By the end of the first century, Christianity had
spread throughout the Mediterranean world. The canon of the New Testament was recognized, and
the core doctrines of the faith were articulated. This period demonstrates that God's redemptive
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plan is now global—the blessing to all nations promised to Abraham is being realized.

THE FINAL CHAPTER: NEW CREATION AND ETERNAL HOPE

The Return of Christ and the Resurrection
Salvation history has not yet reached its final destination. The Bible promises that Jesus Christ will
return in glory to judge the living and the dead. There will be a general resurrection—the righteous
to eternal life, and the wicked to eternal separation from God. This future event is the ultimate
fulfillment of redemption, where sin, death, and suffering are finally eradicated.

The New Heaven and New Earth
The book of Revelation paints a breathtaking picture of the end: a new heaven and a new earth,

where God dwells with His people in perfect peace. The tree of life, lost in Eden, is restored. There
will be no more tears, death, or pain. This is the grand finale of the narrative, the restoration of all
things. Every story of Scripture—from the call of Abraham to the prophecies of Isaiah to the sacrifice
of Christ—points toward this glorious conclusion.

WHY A CHRONOLOGICAL CHART OF SALVATION HISTORY MATTERS

Studying the chronological chart of salvation history is not merely an academic exercise. It
helps readers see the Bible not as a random collection of books but as a coherent, progressive
revelation of God's character and purposes. It shows that God is patiently working out His plan
through  centuries,  using  flawed  people  and  historical  events  to  bring  about  redemption.  For
believers, this timeline provides assurance that God is faithful to His promises, that history has
meaning, and that the future is secure in Christ. For those exploring the faith, it offers a clear, road-
map introduction to the biblical story.


