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REDISCOVERING
THE MAGIC OF THE
LAND OF STORIES:
A DEEP DIVE INTO
THE ENCHANTRESS
RETURNS

For  readers  who have
fallen in love with the
magical  realm of  fairy
tales  reimagined,  few
books  capture  the
imagination  quite  like
Chris Colfer's The Land
o f  S t o r i e s :  T h e
Enchantress  Returns.
This second installment
in  the  beloved  series
d o e s  n o t  m e r e l y
c o n t i n u e  t h e
adventures  of  twins

A l e x  a n d  C o n n e r
Bailey;  it  deepens the
lore, raises the stakes,
and introduces a villain
so compelling that she
reshapes  the  entire
fairy-tale landscape. In
this  article,  we  will
explore  the  narrative,
themes,  and  lasting
a p p e a l  o f  t h i s
enchanting  novel ,
offering  a
comprehensive look at
why this book remains
a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
modern  chi ldren's
fantasy  l iterature.

Setting
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the
Stage: A
Brief
Recap of
the

Series
Before diving into The
Enchantress Returns, it
i s  h e l p f u l  t o
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e
foundation  laid  in  the
first  book,  The Wishing
Spell. The Bailey twins,
A lex  and  Conner ,
discover  a  magical
book  that  transports
them into the Land of
Stories—a world where
all  classic  fairy  tales
a r e  r e a l .  A f t e r  a
perilous journey to find
the components of the
Wishing  Spell,  they
manage  to  re turn

home, but not without
l eav ing  a  l a s t i ng
impact on the fairy-tale
world.  By  the  end  of
the  first  book,  the
tw ins  have  grown
closer  to  characters
like  Red  Riding  Hood,
Goldilocks, and the evil
Queen Evly from Snow
White's story.
When The Enchantress
Returns  opens,  the
twins  are  back  in  the
real  world,  trying  to
adjust to a normal life.
However, their mother,
Charlotte,  has  been
under a sleeping curse
p l a c e d  b y  t h e
Enchantress—a  figure
who  has  remained  in
the shadows since the
beginning of the series.
This  personal  tragedy
forces  the  twins  to
return  to  the  Land  of
Stories,  where  they
must confront a villain
far more powerful and
sinister  than any they
have faced before. The
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Enchantress, known as
Ezmia ,  i s  no t  jus t
another wicked queen;
she  is  the  or ig inal
source  of  magic  and
curses in the fairy-tale
world.

The
Enchantr
ess
Revealed:
A Villain
with
Depth
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
striking aspects of The
Enchantress Returns is
the characterization of
its antagonist. Ezmia is
not  a  one-dimensional
figure driven by malice
alone. Colfer crafts her

backstory  with  care,
revealing that she was
once  a  beloved  Fairy
Godmother  who  was
betrayed  and  scorned
by the very people she
helped.  This  betrayal
transformed  her  into
the  Enchantress—a
being  o f  immense
power who now seeks
to  reclaim  the  world
that rejected her.
This  nuance  makes
Ezmia  a  memorable
and  even  sympathetic
villain.  Readers  are
invited  to  understand
her pain, even as they
r o o t  f o r  A l e x  a n d
Conner to stop her. Her
motivations are rooted
in a desire for justice,
albeit a twisted version
of it. The book explores
themes  of  rejection,
forgiveness,  and  the
fine  line  between  love
a n d  h a t e .  B y
humanizing the villain,
Colfer  elevates  the
story  from  a  simple



4

4 Land Of Stories The Enchantress
Returns

2025-01-12

g o o d - v e r s u s - e v i l
narrative to something
far more complex and
thought-provoking.
Ezmia's  powers  are
also fascinating. She is
the  original  source  of
many of the curses and
enchantments  that
define the classic tales.
This  means  that  she
has a direct connection
to  characters  l ike
S leep ing  Beauty ,
Cinderella,  and  Snow
White.  Her  ability  to
manipulate magic on a
grand scale makes her
a formidable opponent,
and her plan to erase
the  current  kingdoms
and rebuild them in her
image is both terrifying
and compelling.

The
Quest: A

Journey
Through
Familiar
and New
Lands
The central plot of The
Enchantress  Returns
f o l l o w s  A l e x  a n d
Conner as they embark
on  a  quest  to  find  the
components needed to
break  the  sleeping
curse on their mother.
This quest takes them
across  the  Land  of
Stories  and  beyond,
introducing  readers  to
n e w  r e g i o n s  a n d
cha rac te r s  wh i l e
revisiting old favorites.
T h e  j o u r n e y  i s
structured  around  a
series  of  challenges,
each of which tests the
t w i n s '  c o u r a g e ,
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intelligence,  and  trust
in one another.
One of the highlights of
this  journey  is  the
return  o f  be loved
characters  from  the
first  book.  Goldilocks,
now  a  skilled  warrior,
plays a larger role, as
does Jack (of beanstalk
fame)  and  the  ever-
dramatic  Red  Riding
Hood. The interactions
b e t w e e n  t h e s e
characters  are  filled
with humor and heart,
providing  moments  of
l ev i ty  amids t  the
darker  plot.  Colonel
Sa l t ,  the  dash ing
leader  of  the  military
forces, also reappears,
add ing  a  l aye r  o f
romantic  tension  and
strategic intrigue.
New  characters  are
introduced  as  well,
including the enigmatic
Fairy  Godmother,  who
holds  secrets  about
Ezmia's past. The twins
a l s o  e n c o u n t e r

creatures  from  lesser-
k n o w n  t a l e s ,
expanding  the  lore  of
the  Land  of  Stories.
This careful blending of
familiar  and  original
material  keeps  the
world feeling fresh and
expansive,  inviting
readers  to  explore
d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e
mythology  that  Colfer
has created.

Themes
of Family,
Sacrifice,
and
Growing
Up
Beyond  the  fantasy
and  adventure,  The
Enchantress Returns is
a  story  about  family.
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The  d r iv ing  fo rce
b e h i n d  A l e x  a n d
Conner's  actions  is
their  love  for  their
mother. This emotional
anchor gives the plot a
sense  of  urgency  and
weight.  The  twins  are
n o t  j u s t  s a v i n g  a
kingdom;  they  are
saving the person who
means  the  most  to
them.  This  familial
b o n d  i s  t e s t e d
repeatedly  throughout
the book, as the twins
face  difficult  choices
that  require  sacrifice
and  selflessness.
Alex,  in  particular,
struggles  with  the
pressure  of  being  a
l e a d e r .  S h e  i s
i n t e l l i g e n t  a n d
resourceful,  but  she
also carries the weight
o f  r e spons ib i l i t y
heavily. Conner, on the
other  hand,  provides
c o m i c  r e l i e f  a n d
emotional support, but
he too must grow into

his role as a protector.
The book explores how
the twins  complement
each other, each using
their  unique  strengths
to overcome obstacles.
This dynamic is one of
the  series'  greatest
strengths,  offering
readers  a  model  of
sibling cooperation and
mutual respect.
The  theme  of  sacrifice
is also prominent. The
twins learn that saving
someone  they  love
often comes at a cost.
They  must  give  up
something  precious,
whether  i t  is  t ime,
comfort,  or  even  a
piece  of  themselves.
This lesson is delivered
w i t h  s e n s i t i v i t y ,
t e a c h i n g  y o u n g
readers  about  the
value of  empathy and
the  importance  of
standing  by  family,
even when the path is
difficult.
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Colfer's
Writing
Style:
Humor,
Heart,
and High
Stakes
Chris  Colfer's  writing
sty le  is  one  of  the
r e a s o n s  w h y  T h e
Enchantress  Returns
resonates  so  deeply
with  its  audience.  He
has a gift for blending
whimsy  with  genuine
emotion,  creating  a
tone that is accessible
to  younger  readers
while still engaging for
adults. The dialogue is
sharp and often laugh-
o u t - l o u d  f u n n y ,

particularly  in  scenes
involving  Red  Riding
Hood or  the  bickering
between  Conner  and
var ious  fa i ry- ta le
characters.
At  the  same  t ime,
Colfer  does  not  shy
away  f rom  darker
moments.  The  threat
posed by Ezmia is real
and  dangerous,  and
there are moments of
genuine  tension  and
loss.  This  balance
between light and dark
mirrors the structure of
classic  fairy  tales,
which  often  contain
both joy and sorrow. By
r e s p e c t i n g  t h i s
tradition, Colfer creates
a story that feels both
t i m e l e s s  a n d
contemporary.
The pacing of the novel
is  well-handled,  with
alternating  scenes  of
action,  exploration,
and  quiet  reflection.
T h e  q u e s t - b a s e d
structure  keeps  the
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plot  moving  forward,
while  the  character
development  ensures
that  readers  remain
i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e
outcome. Each chapter
ends with a hook that
encourages readers to
keep  turning  pages,
making  this  a  perfect
b o o k  f o r  b o t h
independent  reading
and  family  read-aloud
sessions.

Critical
Reception
and
Lasting
Impact
Upon  its  release,  The
Enchantress  Returns
received  widespread
acclaim  from  both
critics  and  readers.  It
debuted  on  the  New

York  Times  bestseller
list  and  solidified
Colfer's reputation as a
talented  author  for
young  readers.  Many
praised the book for its
imaginative  world-
building,  its  strong
c h a r a c t e r
development,  and  its
a b i l i t y  t o  t a c k l e
complex  emotions
without  becoming
overly  sentimental.
T h e  b o o k  a l s o
contr ibuted  to  the
ongoing  conversation
a b o u t  f a i r y - t a l e
retellings.  While  many
a u t h o r s  h a v e
reimagined  classic
tales, Colfer's approach
is  unique  in  that  he
creates  a  unified
universe  where  al l
these  stories  coexist.
This allows for creative
c r o s s o v e r s  a n d
interactions  that  are
n o t  p o s s i b l e  i n
traditional  retellings.
The Enchantress,  as a
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character,  stands  out
as  one  of  the  more
memorable  villains  in
c o n t e m p o r a r y
children's  literature,
precisely  because  her
backstory is given such
careful attention.
For  readers  who have
enjoyed  the  first  book,
T h e  E n c h a n t r e s s
Returns  deepens  the
mythology  and  raises
the emotional stakes. It
is  a  satisfying  middle
chapter  that  sets  the
stage for even greater
adventures  to  come.
T h e  b o o k  a l s o
introduces  elements
that will pay off in later
installments, making it
an essential part of the
series  for  dedicated
fans.

Why This

Book
Matters
for Young
Readers
I n  a n  a g e  w h e r e
chi ldren  are  often
surrounded  by  fast-
p a c e d  m e d i a  a n d
instant  gratification,
T h e  E n c h a n t r e s s
Returns  offers
something  different:  a
story  that  rewards
patience,  attention  to
detail,  and  emotional
investment.  It  teaches
readers that heroes are
no t  pe r f ec t ,  t ha t
villains can have tragic
origins, and that family
is  worth  fighting  for.
These  are  timeless
lessons that transcend
genre and age.
Furthermore, the book
encourages reading by
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making  literature  feel
interactive.  The  Land
of  Stories  is  a  world
t h a t  i n v i t e s
exp l o ra t i on ,  and
readers  often  find
themselves inspired to
revisit the original fairy
t a l e s  t h a t  C o l f e r
r e f e r e n c e s .  T h i s
creates  a  virtuous
cycle of reading, where
one  book  leads  to
another, and a love of
storytelling is nurtured.
F o r  p a r e n t s  a n d
educators, this series is
a  valuable  tool  for
discussing themes like
empathy,  resilience,
and the consequences
of  choices.  The  book
p r o v i d e s  a m p l e
material  for  classroom
discussions or bedtime
conversations,  making
it  a  rich  resource  for
s h a r e d  r e a d i n g
experiences.

Conclusio
n: A
Timeless
Adventur
e Awaits
The  Land  of  Stories:
T h e  E n c h a n t r e s s
Returns  is  more  than
just  a  sequel;  it  is  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
enduring power of fairy
t a l e s  a n d  t h e
imagination  of  Chris
C o l f e r .  W i t h  a
compelling  villain,  a
heartfelt  quest,  and a
cast of characters who
feel  like  old  friends,
this  book  delivers  on
every  level.  Whether
you are a young reader
discovering the Land of
Stories  for  the  first
t i m e  o r  a n  a d u l t
returning to the series
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with  fond  nostalgia,
this  novel  offers  a
journey  worth  taking.
The magic of this book
l ies  not  only  in  i ts
s p e l l s  a n d
enchantments  but  in
its ability to remind us
t h a t  e v e n  i n  t h e
darkest of times, love,

courage,  and  family
can light the way. For
anyone  seeking  an
escape  into  a  world
where  stories  come
alive, The Enchantress
Returns  is  a  perfect
portal. Pick it up, turn
the page, and step into
the magic once again.


