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Navigating the path to
higher education often
begins  with  a  single,
d e c i s i v e  s t e p :
demonstrating  your
academic  readiness.
For countless students
in  Florida,  that  step
i n v o l v e s  t h e
P o s t s e c o n d a r y
Education  Readiness
Test,  more  commonly
known as the PERT. If
you  are  planning  to
enro l l  at  Valencia
College—one  of  the
s t a t e ' s  p r e m i e r
institutions—understan
ding  the  Pert  Test
Valencia requirements
is essential. This test is
n o t  j u s t  a n
administrative  hurdle;

it is a tool designed to
p l a c e  y o u  i n  t h e
courses where you will
thrive,  sett ing  the
stage  for  success  in
college-level  math,
reading,  and  writing.
In  this  comprehensive
guide,  we will  explore
everything you need to
know  about  the  Pert
T e s t  V a l e n c i a
procedure.  From  its
purpose  and  structure
t o  p r e p a r a t i o n
strategies  and  score
interpretation, you will
gain  a  clear  roadmap
for  approaching  this
critical  assessment
with  confidence.

WHAT IS THE PERT
TEST?

T h e  P E R T ,  o r
P o s t s e c o n d a r y
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Education  Readiness
Test,  is  a  computer-
adaptive  placement
exam used by Florida's
public  colleges  and
universities,  including
Valenc ia  Co l lege.
U n l i k e  s t a n d a r d
achievement tests, the
PERT  is  adaptive:  the
difficulty  of  each
question adjusts based
o n  y o u r  p r e v i o u s
answers. This dynamic
format  prov ides  a
precise  measurement
of  your  skills  in  three
c o r e
areas—mathematics,
reading, and writing.
Valencia College relies
o n  t h e  Pert  Test
Valencia  results  to
determine whether you
need  developmental
education courses or if
you  a re  ready  fo r
c o l l e g e - l e v e l
coursework.  Proper
placement  is  v i ta l
because it ensures you
a r e  n e i t h e r

overwhe lmed  nor
u n d e r - c h a l l e n g e d ,
p r o m o t i n g  b o t h
academic  growth  and
persistence.

History
and
Purpose
of the
PERT
I n t r o d u c e d  a s  a
replacement  for  the
o l d e r  C P T
( C o m p u t e r i z e d
Placement  Test),  the
PERT  was  developed
b y  F l o r i d a ' s
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
E d u c a t i o n  i n
col laboration  with
college  faculty.  Its
primary goal is to align
placement  with  the
ski l ls  required  for
college  success.  For
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Valencia  students,
scoring  well  on  the
Pert  Test  Valencia
can  accelerate  your
path  toward  degree
completion by allowing
direct entry into credit-
bearing classes.

WHY DOES
VALENCIA
COLLEGE USE THE
PERT?

Valenc ia  Co l lege,
recognized as a leader
in student success and
a  w i n n e r  o f  t h e
prest ig ious  Aspen
Prize, uses the PERT as
a fair and standardized
measure  to  ensure
every student starts at
the  right  level.  The
college's  open-access
mission  means  that
students  from  diverse
e d u c a t i o n a l
b a c k g r o u n d s  a r e
welcomed,  and  the
Pert  Test  Valencia
helps  advisors  tailor
a c a d e m i c  p l a n s

accordingly.
Without  th is  test ,
students  might  be
placed in courses that
a r e  t o o
advanced—leading  to
f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d
withdrawal—or  too
basic,  wasting  time
and  resources.  The
P E R T  e l i m i n a t e s
g u e s s w o r k  b y
providing  data-driven
recommendations.

STRUCTURE OF
THE PERT EXAM

T h e  P e r t  T e s t
Valencia  consists  of
three  sections,  each
assessing  a  distinct
skill  set.  The  test  is
u n t i m e d ,  w h i c h
reduces  anxiety  and
allows you to work at
y o u r  o w n  p a c e .
Typically,  the  entire
exam takes about two
to three hours, but you
c a n  t a k e  b r e a k s
between  sections.
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1. PERT
Math
Section
The  math  por t i on
e v a l u a t e s  y o u r
unders tand ing  o f
foundational  concepts
s u c h  a s  l i n e a r
equations,  algebraic
e x p r e s s i o n s ,
inequalities,  and basic
geometry.  Questions
range  from  simple
a r i t h m e t i c  t o
intermediate  algebra.
Success on this section
determines  whether
you can enroll directly
in  college-level  math
(e.g., MAT 1033 or MAC
1 1 0 5 )  o r  n e e d
p r e r e q u i s i t e
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
courses.

Key topics:
Operations with
real numbers,

solving
equations,
graphing, and
word problems.
Number of
questions:
Approximately
25 multiple-
choice items.
Adaptive
nature: If you
answer correctly,
the next question
becomes harder;
if you answer
incorrectly, it
becomes easier.

2. PERT
Reading
Section
The  reading  section
measures  your  ability
to  comprehend  and
analyze text passages.
You  wil l  encounter
fiction,  non-fiction,  and
instructional  materials.
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Questions  test  main
ideas,  support ing
details,  vocabulary  in
context, and inference.
Strong  reading  skills
are crucial for success
i n  a l l  c o l l e g e
disciplines, making this
section a vital  part  of
t h e  P e r t  T e s t
Valencia .

Key skills:
Identifying
author's purpose,
drawing
conclusions, and
understanding
text structure.
Number of
questions:
Approximately
30 multiple-
choice items.
Passage
length: Typically
200–400 words
per set.

3. PERT
Writing
Section
The  writing  portion
assesses  grammar,
punctuation,  sentence
structure,  and  the
abil i ty  to  organize
ideas  effectively.  You
will be asked to review
passages  and  choose
the  best  revisions  or
improvements.  This
section also includes a
s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f
questions on workplace
writing and style. Your
score  influences
p l a c e m e n t  i n t o
developmental  writing
or  first-year
composition  courses
like  ENC  1101.

Key skills:
Subject-verb
agreement,
pronoun usage,
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comma rules,
and logical flow.
Number of
questions:
Approximately
30 multiple-
choice items.
Format: Each
question
presents a short
text with
underlined
portions that you
must correct or
improve.

HOW TO REGISTER
FOR THE PERT AT
VALENCIA
COLLEGE

If you are a prospective
or  current  Valencia
student,  taking  the
Pert Test Valencia is
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d .
Registration is handled
through  the  Testing
and  Assessment  office
o n  a n y  V a l e n c i a
campus  (East,  West,
Osceola,  Lake  Nona,

W i n t e r  P a r k ,  o r
Downtown Orlando).

Check if you1.
need the test:
You may be
exempt if you
have sufficient
SAT, ACT, or
other qualifying
test scores.
Valencia's
admissions
advisors can
confirm.
Schedule an2.
appointment:
Walk-ins are
sometimes
accepted, but
reservations are
recommended.
Visit the Valencia
College website
and navigate to
the Testing
Center.
Bring3.
identification:
A valid
government-
issued photo ID
is required.



Pert Test Valencia 7

7

Pay the fee (if4.
applicable):
First-time test-
takers often have
no fee, but re-
tests may incur a
nominal charge.
Confirm with the
testing center.
Arrive early:5.
Allow time for
check-in and
instructions.

INTERPRETING
YOUR PERT
SCORES AT
VALENCIA

Score  reports  for  the
Pert  Test  Valencia
t y p i c a l l y  a r r i v e
immediately  after
c o m p l e t i n g  e a c h
section.  Valencia  uses
the  following  general
cut-off  ranges  (subject
to  change,  so  verify
with an advisor):

Section
Developmental

Education
(Lower)

College-Ready
(Higher)

Math 50–96 97–150
Reading 50–83 84–150
Writing 50–89 90–150

N o t e :  T h e s e  a r e
approximate  ranges.
Valencia  may  adjust
cut  scores  based  on
program requirements.
Always  check  with  an
academic  advisor  for
t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t
information.
If  your score falls into
the  developmental
r a n g e ,  d o  n o t  b e
discouraged.  Valencia
offers  excellent
s u p p o r t  t h r o u g h
S t u d e n t  S u c c e s s
courses,  tutoring,  and
labs.  Many  students
improve their skills and
retake  the  PERT  to
advance.  Valencia
allows retesting after a
waiting period, usually
30 days.

PREPARING FOR
THE PERT TEST
VALENCIA

Effective  preparation
can  significantly
improve  your  scores
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and  reduce  test-day
stress.  Because  the
Pert Test Valencia is
adaptive,  focus  on
m a s t e r i n g  c o r e
concepts  rather  than
memorizing  isolated
facts.

Use
Official
Study
Materials
Va lenc ia  Co l l ege
provides  free  practice
r e s o u r c e s  o n  i t s
website,  including
sample  questions  and
study  guides.  The
official  Florida
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
E d u c a t i o n  P E R T
website  also  offers
practice  tests  that
simulate  the  adaptive
format.  Using  these
ensures  you  become

fam i l i a r  w i t h  t he
question  style  and
timing.

Review
Foundatio
nal Skills
Fo r  math ,  r ev i s i t
algebra basics—solving
for  x ,  s imp l i fy ing
express ions ,  and
working with fractions.
For  reading,  practice
a c t i v e  r e a d i n g :
s u m m a r i z e
paragraphs,  identify
main  ideas,  and  look
fo r  ev idence .  Fo r
w r i t i n g ,  r e v i e w
g r a m m a r  r u l e s ,
especia l ly  comma
u s a g e ,  s e n t e n c e
fragments,  and  run-
ons.  Online  platforms
like Khan Academy and
P u r d u e  O W L  a r e
e x c e l l e n t  f r e e
resources.
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Take
Practice
Tests
Under
Realistic
Condition
s
S imulate  the  tes t
environment:  sit  in  a
quiet room, use only a
paper  and  pencil  (the
PERT  does  not  allow
calculators on all math
questions),  and  time
yourself  loosely.  After
each  practice,  review
your incorrect answers
to identify weak areas.

Consider
a Prep
Course or
Tutoring
Valencia's  Academic
Support  Centers  offer
f ree  tu to r ing  and
workshops .  Some
students  benefit  from
on l i ne  PERT  p rep
courses,  but  ensure
they  are  aligned  with
Florida's  standards.
M a n y  c o m m u n i t y
organizations  also
provide  low-cost  adult
education classes.

TIPS FOR TEST
DAY SUCCESS

Arr iv ing  prepared
mentally and physically
c a n  m a k e  a  b i g
difference.  Here  are
actionable  tips  specific
t o  t h e  Per t  Tes t
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Valencia :

Get a good
night's sleep –
Rest improves
concentration
and recall.
Eat a balanced
meal
beforehand –
Glucose fuels
your brain, but
avoid heavy
foods that make
you drowsy.
Bring only
what you need
– Leave your
phone in the car
or locker; the
testing center
may prohibit
electronics.
Read each
question
carefully – Since
the test adapts,
rushing can lead
to mistakes that
lower the
difficulty level,
reducing your
maximum score.

Use process of
elimination – If
unsure, eliminate
obviously wrong
answers to
improve your
odds.
Do not panic
over hard
questions – A
difficult question
means you are
doing well. Do
your best and
move on.
Take
advantage of
untimed nature
– You have as
much time as
you need within
reason (usually a
few hours). But
avoid idle
dwelling.

WHAT HAPPENS
AFTER THE PERT?

Once you complete the
Pert  Test  Valencia,
meet with an academic
advisor to review your
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scores  and  plan  your
schedule. Your advisor
w i l l  r e c o m m e n d
specific  courses  based
on your strengths and
areas for growth. If you
p l a c e d  i n t o
d e v e l o p m e n t a l
courses,  know  that
they  are  designed  to
b u i l d  y o u r  s k i l l s
efficiently.  Many
Valencia  students
c o m p l e t e  t h e s e
c o u r s e s  i n  o n e
semester and move on
to college-level work.
Retesting is an option if
you believe your score
does  not  reflect  your
true  ability.  Valencia
allows  retakes  after  a
30-day waiting period,
du r ing  wh i ch  you
s h o u l d  f o c u s  o n
remediation.  Some
programs,  like nursing
or  engineering,  may
have  higher  score
requ i rements ,  so
confirm  with  your
department.

COMMON MYTHS
ABOUT THE PERT
TEST VALENCIA

Misconceptions  can
cause  unnecessary
anxiety. Let's clear up
a few:

Myth: You
must pass the
PERT to get
into Valencia.
Truth: The PERT
is a placement
test, not an
admissions test.
Valencia is an
open-admissions
college; you can
enroll regardless
of your scores.
The test only
determines
which courses
you start in.
Myth: The
PERT is
impossibly
hard. Truth: The
test is designed
to be challenging
enough to
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differentiate skill
levels, but it
covers material
you have likely
studied in high
school. With
preparation,
most students do
fine.
Myth: You
cannot retake
the PERT. Truth:
You can retake it,
subject to
specific rules.
Many students
improve
significantly the
second time.
Myth:
Calculators are
allowed
throughout the
math section.
Truth: Some
math items
permit
calculators, but
others are
designed to test
mental math.
You will be told

when you can
use one.

VALENCIA
COLLEGE SUPPORT
RESOURCES

Valencia  is  known  for
i ts  robust  support
network.  If  you  feel
anxious about the Pert
Test  Valencia,  reach
out  to  the  following
departments:

Testing and
Assessment
Centers – For
test scheduling
and
accommodations
(e.g., for
students with
disabilities).
Academic
Advising – To
discuss score
interpretation
and course
options.
Tutoring
Services – Free
drop-in and
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online tutoring
for math,
reading, and
writing.
Student
Success
Courses – SLS
1122 helps new
college students

develop study
skills, time
management,
and goal setting.
Counseling
Services – If test
anxiety is a
concern,
counselors can


