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INTRODUCTION: UNRAVELING THE PUZZLE OF "AND
THEN THERE WERE NONE"

rhyme that dictates their fates. By the end, you will have a clear
mental framework of the And Then There Were None
character chart and a richer appreciation for Christie's
storytelling genius.

Agatha Christie's masterful mystery, And Then There Were None,
remains one of the best-selling crime novels of all time,
captivating readers with its ingenious plot and psychological
tension. The story transports ten strangers to isolated Soldier
Island, where they are accused of past crimes and systematically
killed one by one. Central to understanding this literary
masterpiece is the And Then There Were None character
chart. This chart not only helps readers track who is who, but
also illuminates the intricate web of guilt, motive, and method
that Christie wove so brilliantly. In this article, we will explore a
comprehensive character chart, breaking down each guest, their
secret sin, and their role in the chilling rhyme that foretells their
doom.

Whether you are a first-time reader trying to keep the characters
straight or a longtime fan seeking deeper analysis, this guide will
serve as your definitive map to the players on Soldier Island. We
will examine the two servants, the ten guests, and the mysterious
Mr. Owen, connecting each individual to the macabre nursery

THE SETTING AND THE PREMISE

Before diving into the character chart, it is essential to
understand the novel’s setup. Eight guests and two servants—all
strangers to one another—are invited to Soldier Island (also
called Indian Island) under various pretexts. Their host, U.N.
Owen (which many quickly realize stands for "Unknown"), is
absent. After dinner, a phonograph record plays a recorded voice
accusing each person of a murder for which they have escaped
justice. One by one, they die in ways that mirror the lines of the
children's rhyme "Ten Little Soldiers." The character chart
becomes a death list and a puzzle: Who is the killer? Who
survives? Why are these particular people chosen?

The And Then There Were None character chart is a tool
both for the reader’s memory and for thematic analysis. Each
character represents a different form of quilt, class, and
psychological response to fear. Understanding the chart helps
unlock the novel’s moral questions.
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COMPLETE AND THEN THERE WERE NONE CHARACTER
CHART OVERVIEW

Below is a structured breakdown of every significant character.
We list them in the order they appear in the rhyme, but note that
the actual order of death may vary from the strict sequence in
the poem. We will include each character's name, background,
alleged crime, and method of death.

The Two Servants: Mr. and
Mrs. Rogers

The servants are the first to die, setting the pattern of isolation
and fear. They are not part of the guests but are still accused.

e Mrs. Rogers - The cook and housekeeper. Accused of
withholding medical attention from her former invalid
employer, causing his death. She is the first to die,
allegedly from a poisoning (or overdose of chloral), dying in
her sleep. Fitting the first line of the rhyme: "Ten little
Soldier Boys went out to dine; One choked his little self and
then there were nine."

e Mr. Rogers - The butler. Accused of deliberately
preventing the doctor from seeing his employer on time. He
is killed while chopping wood (the second line: "Nine little
Soldier Boys sat up very late; One overslept himself and
then there were eight.") He is found dead with an axe
wound, presumably from the killer.

The Rogers’ deaths are the first proof that the killer is methodical
and that no one is safe, even the staff. They are also the most
vulnerable, as they have no connections among the guests.

The Ten Guests: Detailed
Character Breakdown

Now we examine each of the ten guests on the And Then There
Were None character chart.

1. ANTHONY MARSTON

Accusation: Ran over and killed two small children with his car
while driving recklessly. He showed no remorse, considering it a
mere accident. Death: Choked on poison (potassium cyanide)
added to his evening drink. This mirrors the first line of the rhyme
and marks him as the third victim overall (two servants died first,
but the rhyme starts with the guests). In the count, he becomes
the "one" to choke. Marston is young, wealthy, arrogant, and
completely amoral. His death is swift and shocking.

2. MRs. EMILY BRENT

Accusation: Unjustly dismissed her pregnant servant, Beatrice
Taylor, who subsequently drowned herself. Mrs. Brent is a rigid,
self-righteous, extremely religious spinster. She believes in
punishment and shows no guilt. Death: Injected with cyanide (or
killed with a syringe) while she sits knitting. She is found dead
with a hypodermic needle in her neck. The rhyme line: "Eight

2 And Then There Were None Character Chart

2026-03-23



And Then There Were None Character Chart 3

little Soldier Boys traveling in Devon; One said he'd stay there
and then there were seven." She refuses to leave, but death
forces her to stay permanently.

3. GENERAL JOHN GORDON MACARTHUR

Accumulation: He deliberately sent his wife’s lover, a young
officer named Arthur Richmond, on a suicidal mission during the
war, effectively murdering him. The General is old, melancholic,
and resigned. He has lived with this secret guilt and is almost
relieved at the accusation. Death: Bludgeoned to death (or killed
by a blow to the head). The rhyme: "Seven little Soldier Boys
chopping up sticks; One chopped himself in half and then there
were six." However, his death is not self-inflicted—he is struck
from behind. This shows the killer adapts the method.

4. MR. JusTiICE LAWRENCE WARGRAVE

Accusation: As a judge, he sentenced an innocent man, Edward
Seton, to death. Wargrave is a formidable, analytical, and cold
man. He appears to be the most rational character. Death: He is
supposedly shot in the head while wearing a judge's wig and
robe, found in a dramatic pose. But this is a key twist—his
"death" is staged. The rhyme: "Six little Soldier Boys playing with
a hive; A bumblebee stung one and then there were five." The
bee sting could symbolize the bullet. But note: Wargrave is not
actually dead; he is the killer.

5. DR. EDWARD GEORGE ARMSTRONG

Accusation: Performed an operation while drunk, causing the

death of a patient. Armstrong is a respectable doctor haunted by
his mistake. He becomes increasingly nervous and paranoid.
Death: He goes out at night to investigate a light on the island
and is pushed off a cliff into the sea. The rhyme: "Five little
Soldier Boys going in for law; One went in for Chancery and then
there were four." His body is not found until later.

6. WiLLiAM HENRY BLORE

Accusation: A former police inspector, he committed perjury
(lied under oath) to send an innocent man to prison for a crime
he did not commit. The man died in prison. Blore is brutish,
tough, and determined to find the killer to clear his name. Death:
Crushed by a large marble clock or statue that is pushed onto
him. The rhyme: "Four little Soldier Boys going out to sea; A red
herring swallowed one and then there were three." The "red
herring" is a play on his death by a clock shaped like a bear (or a
marble statue).

7. PHILIP LOMBARD

Accusation: Left twenty-one men of an African tribe to die in the
wilderness while he escaped. Lombard is a mercenary,
resourceful, and unrepentant. He carries a revolver and is the
most capable survivor. Death: He is shot by Vera Claythorne
with his own revolver. The rhyme: "Three little Soldier Boys
walking in the zoo; A big bear hugged one and then there were
two." The "big bear" could be a metaphor, but the actual death is
a shooting.



8. VERA ELIZABETH CLAYTHORNE

Accusation: As a governess, she allowed (or caused) the
drowning of her charge, Cyril Hamilton, to secure the affections of
the boy's uncle. Vera is guilty and terrified. She is the last of the
guests. Death: Hangs herself in her room, apparently overcome
with guilt and fear after killing Lombard. The rhyme: "Two little
Soldier Boys sitting in the sun; One got frizzled up and then there
was one." But Vera does not get "frizzled up" — she hangs. This
suggests the killer (Wargrave) set the final stage.

9. THE MyYSTERIOUS MR. OWEN

Role: The absent host. The name "U.N. Owen" stands for
"Unknown" — no one knows who invited them. In reality, Judge
Wargrave assumed this identity to lure the victims to the island.
The character chart would list Mr. Owen as an alias or a dual role.
He is the mastermind.

10. THE KILLER: JUDGE WARGRAVE REVEALED

As the plot unfolds, the true killer is revealed to be Judge
Wargrave. He fakes his own death early on (the "bee sting"
death) and then murders the remaining victims in order. His
motive: He is terminally ill and obsessed with justice. He decides
to execute those who escaped the law. He sets a complicated
plan, including a fake death and hidden mechanisms. The final
survivor is Vera, but Wargrave stages events to make her kill
herself after shooting Lombard. Wargrave then writes a
confession and commits suicide by shooting himself, using a trick

with weight and a spring. The rhyme: "One little Soldier Boy left
all alone; He went and hanged himself and then there were
none." But the hanging is Vera's, not his. The confession explains
everything.

HOW THE CHARACTER CHART ENHANCES THE
READING EXPERIENCE

An And Then There Were None character chart helps
readers keep track of the victims, their roles in the story, and the
symbolism of their deaths. The chart is more than a list—it is a
map of the novel's structure. Notice how each death corresponds,
sometimes loosely, to the nursery rhyme. The killer uses the
rhyme as a blueprint but also adapts methods based on
opportunity. The character chart also reveals thematic patterns:
Each death is poetic justice relative to the crime. For example,
Marston dies by excess (poison in his drink), reflecting his
reckless hedonism. Mrs. Brent dies by a needle, a cold, clinical
death mirroring her rigid, unfeeling nature. General Macarthur
dies from a blow to the head, perhaps symbolizing the
“chopping” action of war.

The chart also highlights character dynamics: Relationships form
briefly among the guests—Vera and Lombard become allies; Dr.
Armstrong works with Wargrave (unknowingly); Blore and
Lombard clash. These interactions create red herrings and false
suspicions. When constructing your own And Then There Were
None character chart, consider grouping by:

* Order of death (as per the novel or the rhyme)
¢ Nature of crime (intentional vs. negligent)
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e Guilt level (remorseful vs. unrepentant)
* Method of execution (poison, violence, drowning, Te m p | ate
hanging)
Below is a simplified table representation (though we use list

Such a chart can be used for book clubs, classroom discussions,  format as required). You can create a visual table elsewhere:

or personal analysis. It deepens the mystery’s appeal by allowing
readers to spot inconsistencies or clues that point to the killer.  Name: Mrs. Rogers | Crime: Neglect | Death:
Overdose/poison
Sa m p | e C h a ra Cte r C h a rt e Name: Mr. Rogers | Crime: Accessory to neglect | Death:
Axe wound
* Name:



