
Bohemian Rhapsody Chords Piano 1

Bohemian Rhapsody
Chords Piano

Bohemian
Rhapsody
Chords Piano

Downloaded
from

old.setefer.com
by Mills
Barker

INTRODUCTION:
APPROACHING THE
PIANO
ARRANGEMENT OF
A TIMELESS
MASTERPIECE

F e w  s o n g s  i n  t h e
history  of  popular
music  have  captured
t h e  c o l l e c t i v e
imagination  quite  like
Queen's  "Bohemian
Rhapsody."  Written by
Freddie  Mercury  and
released in  1975,  this
six-minute  suite  defied
convention,  blending
opera,  hard  rock,  and
b a l l a d r y  i n t o  a

seamless  whole.  For
pianists ,  the  song
represents  a  unique
c h a l l e n g e  a n d  a
profound  reward.  The
quest  to  understand
a n d  p l a y  t h e
Bohemian  Rhapsody
c h o r d s  p i a n o
arrangement is not just
about learning notes; it
is about interpreting a
p i e c e  o f  m u s i c a l
t h e a t r e  t h a t  h a s
become  a  cul tural
touchstone.
Whether  you  are  a
beginner  looking  to
play the iconic opening
or  an  intermediate
player  aiming  for  the
fu l l  arrangement,
mastering these chords
o p e n s  a  d o o r  t o

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 Bohemian Rhapsody Chords
Piano

2025-11-03

Mercury's  genius.  The
p i a n o  p a r t  i s  t h e
backbone of the song,
providing the harmonic
foundation  for  the
vocal  acrobatics  and
the  dramatic  shifts  in
tempo and style. In this
comprehensive  guide,
we will break down the
e s s e n t i a l  c h o r d
progressions,  explore
the  structure  of  the
piece,  and  offer
practical  advice  for
capturing  the  spirit  of
th is  c lass ic  at  the
keyboard.

THE HARMONIC
FOUNDATION:
ESSENTIAL
CHORDS FOR THE
BALLAD SECTIONS

The most recognizable
part  of  Bohemian
Rhapsody  chords
p iano  p l a y i n g  i s
u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e
opening  a  cappella
s e c t i o n ,  w h i c h
famously has no piano.

However,  the  moment
the  piano  enters  with
the ballad section, the
harmonic world of  the
song  is  established.
The  piece  primarily
revolves  around  the
key  of  B-flat  major,
though it ventures into
some  adventurous
harmonic territory that
g ives  the  song  i ts
distinctive  flavor.

The
Opening
Ballad
Chord
Progressi
on
When  the  piano  first
enters  a f ter  the  a
cappella  introduction,
it  plays  a  simple  yet



Bohemian Rhapsody Chords Piano 3

3

effective  vamp.  The
core  chords  you  need
to know for the ballad
section are:

Bb (B-flat
major) – The
tonic chord,
establishing the
home key.
Eb (E-flat
major) – The
subdominant
chord, adding a
sense of uplift.
F (F major) –
The dominant
chord, creating
tension that
resolves back to
Bb.
Gm (G minor) –
The relative
minor,
introducing a
touch of
melancholy.
Cm (C minor) –
A borrowed
chord from the
parallel minor
key, adding
depth.

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
beautiful aspects of the
Bohemian  Rhapsody
chords  piano  ballad
s e c t i o n  i s  t h e
movement from Bb to
Eb and back. This I-IV-I
progress ion  fee ls
s p a c i o u s  a n d
reflective.  When
Freddie  sings  "Mama,
just killed a man," the
chords  move  subtly
beneath the vocal line,
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e
emotional  weight  of
the  lyr ics.  The  Cm
chord  appears  during
the  l ine  "put  a  gun
against  his  head,"
providing  a  darker
harmonic  color  that
f o r e s h a d o w s  t h e
turmoil  to  come.

Chord
Voicings
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and
Inversion
s for

Pianists
To  truly  capture  the
e s s e n c e  o f  t h e
Bohemian  Rhapsody
c h o r d s  p i a n o
arrangement, you need
to  pay  attention  to
c h o r d  v o i c i n g s .
Mercury  himself  often
played  with  a  light,
almost  classical  touch
in the ballad sections.
Here are some tips

Use open
voicings:
Spread the notes
of the chord
across more than
one octave to
create a
spacious, airy
sound. For
example, in the

left hand, play
the root note on
the downbeat,
and in the right
hand, play the
third and
seventh of the
chord.
Incorporate
arpeggiation:
Rather than
playing chords as
solid blocks,
break them into
gentle arpeggios.
This mimics the
recording where
the piano often
ripples softly
beneath the
vocal.
Add the root in
the bass:
Ensure your left
hand is hitting
the root note of
each chord on
the first beat of
the measure.
This grounds the
harmony and
gives the song its
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forward
momentum.

THE OPERATIC
INTERLUDE: A
HARMONIC
JOURNEY

The operatic section is
where  the  Bohemian
Rhapsody  chords
piano  arrangement
b e c o m e s  m o r e
complex  and  playful.
This  part  of  the  song
shifts through multiple
keys and tonal centers
with  dizzying  speed.
The piano part here is
more  rhythmic  and
percuss ive,  o f ten
doubling  the  vocal
l ines  or  prov id ing
dramatic punctuation.

Key Shifts
and

Modulatio
ns
During  the  operatic
sect ion ,  the  song
cycles  through  keys
including  A  major,  E
major,  and back to B-
flat  major.  The  chords
b e c o m e  m o r e
chromatic,  and  the
harmon ic  rhy thm
a c c e l e r a t e s .  F o r
pianists,  this  means
staying  on  your  toes.
Some of the key chord
changes  to  practice
include:

E to A: A bright,
uplifting shift
that feels like a
key change even
within the chaos.
F# minor to D:
A classic minor-
to-major
relationship that
adds drama.
Chromatic
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passing
chords: The
song uses
passing chords to
connect distant
harmonies, such
as the
diminished
chords that
appear on the
line "I see a little
silhouetto of a
man."

The operatic section is
essentially a medley of
mini-movements.  The
Bohemian  Rhapsody
chords  piano  player
must  treat  each  sub-
sect ion  as  i ts  own
coherent  harmonic
e n t i t y  w h i l e
maintaining the overall
flow. The chords during
the  "Galileo"  calls  are
particularly  forceful,
often landing on strong
downbeats with a full,
resonant sound.

Rhythmic
Considera
tions in
the Opera
Section
Beyond  just  knowing
the chords, the rhythm
of the piano part in the
operatic  section  is
crucial.  The  left  hand
often plays octaves or
s ing le  no tes  tha t
outline the chord roots,
while  the  right  hand
plays stabbing chordal
accents. This creates a
sense  of  controlled
chaos that mirrors the
multi-tracked  vocals.
Practice  the  chord
changes slowly at  first,
focus ing  on  c lean
transitions  between
the  different  harmonic
zones.
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THE HARD ROCK
SECTION: POWER
CHORDS AND
DYNAMIC SHIFT

W h e n  t h e  s o n g
explodes into the hard
rock  section  with  the
line "So you think you
can stone me and spit
i n  m y  e y e , "  t h e
Bohemian  Rhapsody
chords  piano  part
transforms.  This  is
w h e r e  t h e  p i a n o
mimics  a  distorted
electric  guitar.  The
chords become simpler
b u t  m u c h  m o r e
aggressive.

Power
Chords
on the
Piano
In the rock section, the
piano  plays  variations

of  power  chords  (root
and fifth) with a heavy,
percussive attack. The
primary chords in  this
section are:

Bb5 (B-flat
power chord) –
The root of the
rage.
Eb5 (E-flat
power chord) –
Adding weight to
the protest.
F5 (F power
chord) – Building
tension before
the release.
C5 (C power
chord) – A brief
moment of
harmonic
stability.

The key to playing this
section  effectively  on
the  piano  is  to  strike
the  keys  with  force
while  keeping  your
wrists  relaxed.  The
Bohemian  Rhapsody
chords  piano  rock
s e c t i o n  i s  a b o u t
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physicality as much as
harmony.  P lay  the
chords  in  the  r ight
hand  while  your  left
hand doubles the root
an  octave  lower.  This
creates a wall of sound
that  cuts  through  the
mix.

Dynamic
Contrast
and
Expressio
n
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  elements  of
performing  the  rock
section  is  dynamic
contrast.  The  song
builds  from a  whisper
to  a  scream,  and  the
piano must follow suit.
Start  the  rock  section
at  a  strong  forte,  but
save  the  absolute

maximum  volume  for
the  final  "let  me  go"
where the entire band
drops out,  leaving the
piano to carry the last
chord  a lone .  Th is
contrast is what makes
t h e  B o h e m i a n
Rhapsody  chords
piano arrangement so
satisfying  to  play  and
hear.

THE OUTRO:
GENTLE
RESOLUTION

After  the  fury  of  the
rock  section  and  the
gong  that  signals  the
beginning  of  the  end,
the song settles into a
q u i e t  o u t r o .  T h e
Bohemian  Rhapsody
chords  piano  part
here  returns  to  the
ballad style, but with a
sense  of  resignation
and peace. The chords
are simple again, often
just the I, IV, and V of
B-flat  major,  played
softly  and  with  plenty
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of  space  between
them.

Final
Chord
Progressi
on and
Pedaling
The outro builds to the
final  line  "Nothing
really matters, anyone
can  see."  The  piano
plays a gentle arpeggio
tha t  ou t l i nes  the
chords.  The final  chord
is  a  resonant  B-flat
major,  marked  by  a
long,  slow  arpeggio
from the bottom to the
top  of  the  piano.  To
achieve this sound:

Use the sustain
pedal
generously:
Hold the pedal

through the final
arpeggio,
allowing the
chord to ring and
decay naturally.
Play the
arpeggio
slowly: Each
note of the Bb
chord should be
heard distinctly
before the next
note is played.
Decrescendo to
the end: Start
the arpeggio at a
mezzo-piano
level and
gradually get
softer, fading
into nothing. This
mirrors the
recorded version
where the gong's
sustain fades
into the distance.

PRACTICAL TIPS
FOR LEARNING
THE SONG

L e a r n i n g  t h e
Bohemian  Rhapsody
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c h o r d s  p i a n o
arrangement can seem
daunting,  but  with  a
structured approach, it
is  entirely  achievable.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
practical  strategies  to
help  you  master  the
piece.

Start with the1.
ballad: Spend
your first
practice sessions
getting
comfortable with
the opening
chord sequence.
Play it over and
over until the
transitions
between Bb, Eb,
F, and Gm feel
automatic.
Isolate the2.
opera section:
Break the
operatic
interlude into
small chunks.
Practice each
mini-section
separately before

trying to connect
them. Focus on
the chord
changes at the
"Galileo" calls.
Work on the3.
rock section
last: The rock
section is
physically
demanding. Build
up your hand
strength
gradually to
avoid strain.
Practice the
power chords
with a relaxed
wrist.
Listen actively:4.
Use the original
recording as your
guide. Pay
attention to how
the piano
interacts with the
vocals and the
other
instruments. Try
to match the
phrasing and
dynamics of the
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record.
Simplify if5.
needed: If a
particular chord
voicing is too
difficult, find a
simpler version.
The essence of
the Bohemian
Rhapsody
chords piano
part is harmonic
accuracy and
emotional
expression, not
technical
perfection.

WHY THIS SONG
ENDURES FOR
PIANISTS

The enduring appeal of
playing the Bohemian
Rhapsody  chords
piano  arrangement
lies  in  its  emotional
range  and  structural
ambition.  It  is  a  song
that asks the pianist to
be a balladeer, a rock
s ta r ,  an  ope ra t i c
accompanist,  and  a

quiet  poet,  all  within
s i x  m i n u t e s .  I t
c h a l l e n g e s  y o u r
t e c h n i q u e ,  y o u r
musicality,  and  your
ability  to  tell  a  story
through the keyboard.
Freddie  Mercury's
p i a n o  p a r t  i s
deceptively complex. It
b l e n d s  c l a s s i c a l
elegance with rock and
roll  aggression,  and it
requires the performer
to be both a sensitive
accompanist  and  a
powerful  soloist.  The
chord  progressions
themselves  are  not
unusual  in  isolation,
but  the  way  they  are
sequenced  and  the
emotional  weight  they
carry elevates them to
something timeless.
F o r  a n y  p i a n i s t ,
learning this song is a
r i te  of  passage.  I t
connects  you  directly
to one of the greatest
musical  minds  of  the
20th  century.  The
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Bohemian  Rhapsody
c h o r d s  p i a n o
arrangement is not just
a set of notes to play;
it is a world to inhabit
fo r  a  few  minutes
every time your hands
touch the keys.

CONCLUSION

M a s t e r i n g  t h e
Bohemian  Rhapsody
c h o r d s  p i a n o
ar rangement  i s  a
rewarding  journey
through  one  of  the
most iconic songs ever
wr i t ten .  F rom  the
gentle ballad chords of
the  opening  to  the
power  chords  of  the
rock  section  and  the
ethereal  arpeggios  of
the outro, each part of
the song offers its  own
challenges and joys. By
f o c u s i n g  o n  t h e
harmonic  structure,

experimenting  with
voicings,  and  paying
close  attent ion  to
d y n a m i c s  a n d
expression,  you  can
bring this  masterpiece
to life at your piano.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
playing for an audience
or simply for your own
enjoyment,  the chords
o f  " B o h e m i a n
Rhapsody"  offer  a
profound connection to
the artistry  of  Freddie
Mercury.  Take  your
time,  practice  each
section  diligently,  and
allow  yourself  to  feel
the  emotional  arc  of
the music. The piano is
the perfect instrument
to  capture  the  ful l
s c o p e  o f  t h i s
remarkable piece,  and
with  pat ience  and
passion, you can make
it your own.


