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INTRODUCTION: WHY THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS STILL SPEAK
TODAY

For  thousands  of  years,  the  Ten
Commandments  have stood as  one  of
the  most  influential  moral  codes  in
human  history.  Yet  for  many  modern
readers,  the  language  of  traditional
translations can feel distant, archaic, or

even confusing.  Words like "thou shalt
not" and "graven image" may evoke a
sense of  reverence,  but  they can also
create  a  barrier  to  understanding  the
deeper principles at work. That is why
t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  T e n
Commandments  in  Modern  English
has become such a vital tool for spiritual
seekers,  educators,  and  everyday
individuals  who  want  to  connect  with
these ancient teachings in a fresh and
meaningful  way.  By  translating  these

https://old.setefer.com/


2

2 Ten Commandments In Modern English 2023-09-26

t imeless  d i rect ives  in to  c lear ,
contemporary  language,  we  open  the
door to richer insight and more practical
application in daily life.
In this article, we will explore a faithful
yet  accessible  rendering  of  the  Ten
Commandments in Modern English,
examine  the  historical  and  spiritual
context behind each one, and consider
how these principles remain profoundly
relevant  in  the  twenty-first  century.
Whether you are revisiting these words
for  personal  reflection  or  encountering
them  for  the  first  time,  this  modern
perspective  will  help  you  see  the
enduring  wisdom  at  their  core.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS

The Ten Commandments, also known as

the  Decalogue,  appear  in  the  Hebrew
Bible  in  the  books  of  Exodus  and
Deuteronomy.  According  to  tradition,
they  were  given  by  God to  Moses  on
Mount Sinai and inscribed on two stone
tablets.  For  Judaism,  Christianity,  and
even secular ethical systems, these ten
principles have served as a foundational
mora l  compass .  They  address
humanity's  relationship with the divine
and with one another, covering worship,
family, life, property, and truthfulness.
Over  the  centur ies ,  count less
translations  and  interpretations  have
emerged.  The  familiar  King  James
Version, with its Elizabethan English, has
shaped  Western  culture  for  over  four
hundred  years.  However,  language
evolves,  and what was once clear can
n o w  s e e m  o b s c u r e .  A  T e n
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Commandments  in  Modern  English
translation  strips  away  linguistic
antiquity  while  preserving  the  original
intent,  making  the  text  accessible
without  sacrificing  depth.

WHY MODERN ENGLISH MATTERS
FOR ANCIENT SCRIPTURE

Language is a living thing. Words shift in
meaning, grammar changes, and idioms
fall out of use. When we read "thou shalt
not  covet,"  we  may  understand  the
general idea, but the full weight of the
command can be lost.  Modern English
allows  us  to  grasp  the  directness  and
urgency of the original text. Moreover, it
helps bridge generational gaps, making
it easier for families, study groups, and
classrooms  to  discuss  these  precepts
without  needing  a  glossary  of  archaic

terms.
Another benefit of using modern English
is that it reduces the temptation to treat
the  commandments  as  mere  relics.
When we hear "Do not murder" instead
of  "Thou shalt  not  kill,"  the  command
becomes stark and immediate. It invites
us  to  reflect  on  the  real-world
implications  of  our  actions.  The  Ten
Commandments  in  Modern  English
thus serve not as a museum piece but as
a living guide.

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN
MODERN ENGLISH: A CLEAR AND
FAITHFUL RENDERING

Below is a widely accepted version of the
Ten  Commandments  in  Modern
English. Each commandment is followed
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by a brief explanation to illuminate its
meaning and application.

You shall have no other gods1.
before Me. This command
establishes the principle of
ultimate loyalty. In ancient times,
it meant rejecting the idols of
surrounding nations. Today, it calls
us to examine what we place at
the center of our lives—whether it
is money, power, status, or
anything else that competes for
our highest devotion.
You shall not make for yourself2.
an idol. This goes beyond physical
statues. An idol can be any image,
idea, or possession that we
worship or prioritize above all else.
In modern terms, it is a warning

against allowing anything to
become an absolute in our lives,
distorting our values and
relationships.
You shall not misuse the name3.
of the Lord your God. This
commandment is about reverence
and integrity. Using the divine
name carelessly, manipulatively,
or dishonestly diminishes its
significance. In everyday
language, it encourages us to
speak with sincerity and respect,
especially about matters of faith.
Remember the Sabbath day, to4.
keep it holy. The Sabbath is a
rhythm of rest and renewal. In a
world of constant busyness and
digital noise, this command invites
us to pause, reflect, and reconnect
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with what is sacred. It is not
merely a rule but a gift of balance.
Honor your father and mother.5.
This is the first commandment
with a promise of well-being and
longevity. It emphasizes respect
for parents and, by extension, for
all who nurture and guide us. In
modern life, it encourages
gratitude, care for elderly
relatives, and the building of
strong family bonds.
You shall not murder. This6.
command affirms the sanctity of
human life. It is a clear prohibition
against taking an innocent life. It
also invites broader reflection on
how we value and protect others,
from the unborn to the elderly, and
how we reject violence in all its

forms.
You shall not commit adultery.7.
This commandment upholds
fidelity and trust within marriage.
In a culture where relationships
can be casual and commitments
fragile, it reminds us of the
importance of loyalty, honesty,
and the sacredness of intimate
bonds.
You shall not steal. Respect for8.
the property and rights of others is
fundamental to any healthy
society. This command goes
beyond tangible goods to include
intellectual property, time, and
opportunities. It calls for honesty
in all our dealings.
You shall not give false9.
testimony against your
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neighbor. Truthfulness is the
bedrock of justice and community.
This commandment prohibits lying,
slander, and any form of deception
that harms another person's
reputation or rights. In the age of
social media and fake news, its
relevance is undeniable.
You shall not covet. Coveting is10.
the internal desire for what
belongs to someone else—their
spouse, home, possessions, or
status. This command addresses
the root of many conflicts:
uncontrolled envy. It invites
contentment and gratitude,
freeing us from the endless cycle
of comparison.

T h i s  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  T e n

Commandments  in  Modern  English
retains  the  structure  and  spirit  of  the
original  while  speaking  directly  to  the
heart  of  contemporary  l i fe.  Each
commandment challenges us to examine
our actions, attitudes, and priorities.

HOW THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
IN MODERN ENGLISH CAN
TRANSFORM DAILY LIFE

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  T e n
Commandments in Modern English is
only the first step. The real power lies in
applying them. These are not arbitrary
rules  but  principles  designed to  foster
human  flourishing.  Consider  how  they
can  reshape  your  daily  decisions:

Prioritize what matters: The
first few commandments call us to
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examine our loyalties. What do we
truly worship? By identifying our
"gods"—whether career, comfort,
or approval—we can realign our
lives around deeper values.
Build honest relationships:
Commandments about
truthfulness, fidelity, and respect
create a framework for trust. When
we commit to honesty in speech
and action, our relationships
become more secure and
authentic.
Practice gratitude: The final
commandment against coveting is
a powerful antidote to the
dissatisfaction that plagues
modern culture. By cultivating
contentment, we reduce anxiety
and increase our capacity for joy.

Embrace rest: The Sabbath
principle, often neglected, is
crucial for mental health and
spiritual depth. Regular rest and
reflection help us stay grounded in
a frenetic world.

W h e n  w e  a p p r o a c h  t h e  T e n
Commandments  in  Modern  English
as  a  gu ide  ra ther  than  a  l i s t  o f
prohibitions,  they  become a  source  of
liberation.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  f a m e ,  t h e  T e n
C o m m a n d m e n t s  a r e  o f t e n
misunderstood. Let's clarify a few points
using modern English understanding:
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They Are Not Just
for Religious
People
While the commandments originate in a
rel igious  context,  many  of  their
principles  align  with  universal  ethical
values. Laws against murder, theft, and
perjury  are  found  in  legal  systems
a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  T e n
Commandments  in  Modern  English
can be appreciated by anyone interested
in ethics, regardless of personal belief.

They Are Not a
Means of
Salvation
I n  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y ,  t h e
commandments show us the standard of
holiness, but they are not intended as a
way  to  earn  salvation.  Rather,  they
reveal our need for grace and guide us in
living  a  life  that  reflects  gratitude  for
that  grace.

They Are Not
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Outdated
S o m e  c r i t i c s  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e
commandments  are  primit ive  or
irrelevant.  Yet  issues  like  idolatry
(consumerism),  dishonesty (fraud),  and
covetousness (envy) are more pervasive
than ever. A modern translation helps us
see how current these challenges truly
are.

TEACHING THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS IN MODERN
ENGLISH TO A NEW GENERATION

Parents,  educators,  and  clergy  often
struggle to make ancient texts engaging
for  young  people.  Using  the  Ten
Commandments in Modern English is
a powerful strategy. Children and teens

can grasp concepts like "Do not steal" or
"Do not lie" without needing a historical
dictionary. Here are some practical tips:

Use relatable scenarios: Instead
of abstract theology, discuss real-
life situations—cheating on a test,
gossiping about a friend, or
spending too much time on video
games at the expense of family.
Emphasize the positive: Each
commandment has a positive
counterpart. "Do not steal" implies
"Be generous." "Honor your
parents" implies "Build strong
families." Frame the
commandments as opportunities
for growth.
Encourage questions: Let young
people ask why these rules matter.
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The Ten Commandments in
Modern English invite dialogue,
not mere memorization.

By presenting the commandments in a
language  that  feels  current  and
accessible, we help the next generation
see  their  wisdom as  relevant  to  their
own lives.

THE RELEVANCE OF THE TEN
COMMANDMENTS IN THE DIGITAL
AGE

The twenty-first century presents unique
ethical  challenges  that  the  original
authors could not have imagined. Yet the
Ten  Commandments  in  Modern
English speak directly to many of them:

No other gods: In an age of

information overload, we can
easily worship data, algorithms, or
online validation. This
commandment calls us to
discernment.
No idols: Social media profiles,
celebrity culture, and material
possessions can become modern
idols. The command remains
urgent.
Do not bear false witness:
Misinformation, deepfakes, and
online slander are rampant. This
commandment is a call to truth in
the digital public square.
Do not covet: Social media feeds
are curated to provoke envy. The
commandment against coveting is
a direct challenge to the culture of
comparison.
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Far  from  being  obsolete,  the  Ten
Commandments  in  Modern  English
offer  a  robust  ethical  framework  for
navigat ing  the  complex i t ies  of
contemporary  l i fe.

CONCLUSION: A TIMELESS
FOUNDATION FOR A MODERN
WORLD

The Ten Commandments have endured
for  millennia  not  because  they  are
ancient, but because they are true. By
encountering the Ten Commandments
in Modern English, we strip away the

linguistic  barriers  and  rediscover  their
raw  power  and  re levance.  They
challenge  us  to  live  with  integrity,
respect,  and  humility.  They  call  us  to
love  what  is  good  and  to  reject  what
harms.  In  a  world  starved  for  moral
clarity,  these  ten  principles  offer  a
steady  foundation.  Whether  you
approach  them from a  place  of  faith,
philosophy, or simple curiosity, may this
modern translation help you see them
with  fresh  eyes—and  perhaps,  with  a
renewed  commitment  to  the  timeless
wisdom they contain.


