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DISCOVERING YOUR PURPOSE: A
GUIDE TO LIFEWAY CHRISTIAN
RESOURCES AND SPIRITUAL
GIFTS

Every believer yearns to understand
their unique role in the body of Christ.
The journey of faith is not merely about
personal salvation; it is about
discovering the specific contributions
God has designed for each individual.
This is where the profound intersection
of biblical wisdom and practical tools
becomes essential. Few organizations
have navigated this intersection as
effectively  as Lifeway  Christian
Resources. For decades, Lifeway has
been a trusted guide, helping
individuals, small groups, and entire
congregations uncover and activate their
God-given spiritual gifts. Understanding
Lifeway Christian Resources spiritual
gifts is more than a personality test; it is
a pathway to deeper discipleship,
meaningful ministry, and a life lived in
full alignment with divine purpose. This
article explores the depth of Lifeway's
approach, the biblical foundation of
spiritual gifts, and how you can use
these resources to transform your faith
and service.

THE LEGACY OF LIFEWAY
CHRISTIAN RESOURCES

To truly appreciate the value of Lifeway

Christian Resources spiritual gifts, one
must first understand the organization
behind the tools. Lifeway Christian
Resources, based in Nashville,
Tennessee, is one of the largest
providers of Christian content in the
world. Originally established as the
Baptist Sunday School Board in 1891,
Lifeway has evolved into a
comprehensive resource hub that serves
churches of various denominations. Its
mission is straightforward: to help
individuals and churches know Christ
and make Him known. This mission
drives every product, curriculum, and
assessment they create, including their
renowned spiritual gifts materials.

Lifeway distinguishes itself through its
commitment to biblical accuracy and
practical application. When you engage
with a Lifeway resource on spiritual gifts,
you are not receiving vague, pop-
psychology advice. Instead, you are
encountering material that is thoroughly
grounded in Scripture, particularly in
passages like Romans 12, 1 Corinthians
12, and Ephesians 4. This theological
integrity makes Lifeway a preferred
source for many pastors and ministry
leaders who want to ensure their
congregations are building their service
on a solid foundation.

THE BIBLICAL FOUNDATION OF
SPIRITUAL GIFTS

Before diving into the specifics of the
Lifeway assessment, it is crucial to
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establish what spiritual gifts are
according to the Bible. The term
"spiritual gifts" comes from the Greek
word charismata, which means "grace
gifts." These are not natural talents,
though God can certainly use natural
abilities for His glory. Instead, spiritual
gifts are supernatural endowments given
by the Holy Spirit to every believer at
the moment of salvation. Their purpose
is not personal aggrandizement but the
edification of the church and the
advancement of God's kingdom.

The Apostle Paul provides several lists of
these qifts in his letters. In 1 Corinthians
12, he mentions wisdom, knowledge,
faith, healing, miracles, prophecy,
discernment, tongues, and interpretation
of tongues. In Romans 12, he highlights
prophecy, serving, teaching, exhortation,
giving, leadership, and mercy. Finally, in
Ephesians 4, he lists apostles, prophets,
evangelists, pastors, and teachers as
gifts given to equip the saints. Lifeway
Christian Resources spiritual gifts
assessments thoughtfully integrate
these biblical categories, providing a
comprehensive framework that honors
the diversity of gifts described in
Scripture.

Understanding that every believer has at
least one gift—and usually a
combination of several—is liberating. It
removes the pressure to try to be
everything to everyone. Instead, it
invites believers to focus their energy
where God has already equipped them
to be most effective. This is the core
value that Lifeway brings to the table.

LIFEWAY'S SIGNATURE
SPIRITUAL GIFTS ASSESSMENT

At the heart of Lifeway Christian
Resources spiritual gifts offerings is their
detailed, research-based assessment

tool. Unlike some online quizzes that feel
superficial, the Lifeway assessment is
designed to be used in a small group or
classroom setting, often as part of a
larger study. The assessment typically
includes a series of statements that
prompt individuals to reflect on their
motivations, passions, and past
experiences in ministry. Participants
respond on a scale, and their scores help
identify their primary and secondary
gifts.

The assessment covers a wide range of
gifts, but Lifeway has thoughtfully
condensed the biblical lists into a
manageable and practical set.
Commonly identified gifts in the Lifeway
framework include:

e Administration: The gift of
steering a group or organization
toward a goal with efficiency and
order.

e Discernment: The ability to
distinguish between truth and
error, good and evil, and the
genuine and the counterfeit.

e Evangelism: A deep passion and
ability to share the gospel in a way
that leads others to faith in Christ.

e Exhortation: The gift of
encouraging, comforting, and
motivating others to grow in their
faith.

e Faith: An unusual confidence in
God's power and promises, often
inspiring others to trust Him more
deeply.

e Giving: A generous spirit and the
ability to manage resources to
support the work of the ministry.

* Leadership: The capacity to cast
vision, inspire others, and guide
them toward a common spiritual
goal.

e Mercy: A deep compassion for
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those who are suffering,
accompanied by a desire to
alleviate pain and offer comfort.

e Prophecy: The ability to speak
God's truth boldly, often calling
attention to sin or affirming God's
will for a situation.

e Serving: A joyful willingness to
meet practical needs, often behind
the scenes, to support the body of
Christ.

e Teaching: The ability to study,
understand, and communicate
God's Word in a way that instructs
and builds up others.

What makes the Lifeway Christian
Resources spiritual gifts approach
particularly effective is the emphasis on
discovery as a process. The assessment
is not presented as a final verdict but as
a starting point for exploration.
Participants are encouraged to
experiment with different ministries,
seek confirmation from other believers,
and remain open to the Holy Spirit's
leading. This dynamic understanding
prevents the assessment from becoming
a rigid label and keeps it a living tool for
growth.

INTEGRATING SPIRITUAL GIFTS
INTO SMALL GROUP STUDIES

One of the most powerful ways to
engage with Lifeway Christian Resources
spiritual gifts is through their small
group curriculum. Lifeway produces
several studies that help groups explore
gifts together. These studies often
include video teaching from respected
pastors and theologians, participant
workbooks, and leader guides. By going
through the material as a group,
participants benefit from shared insights,
accountability, and the immediate
opportunity to practice their gifts in a

safe environment.

The small group format also addresses a
common challenge: many believers
discover their gifts but never put them
into action. Lifeway's curriculum bridges
this gap by including practical
application steps. After identifying their
gifts, group members are challenged to
identify specific needs within their
church or community and develop a plan
to use their gifts to meet those needs.
This transforms the discovery of Lifeway
Christian Resources spiritual gifts from
an intellectual exercise into a catalyst for
authentic ministry.

RESOURCES FOR CHURCH
LEADERS AND PASTORS

Lifeway Christian Resources does not
only serve individual believers. The
organization offers extensive resources
for church leaders who want to
implement a gifts-based ministry
philosophy across their congregation.
These resources include sermon
outlines, leadership training modules,
and guides for restructuring ministries to
align with the gifts of the members.
When a church adopts this approach, it
moves away from a "volunteer
recruitment" model, where people are
simply asked to fill open slots, to a "qgifts
deployment" model, where people are
placed in roles that fit how God has
wired them.

The benefits of this shift are substantial.
Churches that use Lifeway Christian
Resources spiritual gifts principles often
report higher levels of volunteer
satisfaction, lower burnout rates, and
greater overall effectiveness in ministry.
When people serve in their gifted areas,
they experience joy and fulfillment
rather than obligation and drudgery.
This, in turn, creates a healthier church



culture where members are eager to
serve because they see the fruit of their
efforts.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS
ABOUT SPIRITUAL GIFTS

As you explore Lifeway Christian
Resources spiritual gifts, it is helpful to
be aware of some common
misconceptions. One widespread error is
the belief that spiritual gifts are the
same as the "fruit of the Spirit" listed in
Galatians 5. While fruit like love, joy, and
peace should characterize every
believer, qgifts are specific endowments
that vary from person to person. A
believer can have the gift of prophecy
but still need to grow in the fruit of
patience.

Another misconception is that spiritual
gifts are only for the "super Christians"
or the clergy. Lifeway's resources
consistently affirm that every single
believer has at least one gift. There are
no benchwarmers in the body of Christ.
The Apostle Paul makes this clear in 1
Corinthians 12, where he compares the
church to a human body with many
parts, each essential for the whole to
function. Lifeway Christian Resources
spiritual gifts materials are designed to
help every member find their place and
function effectively.

Finally, some believers fear that
discovering their gifts will lead to pride
or competition. Lifeway addresses this
by grounding the entire process in
humility and love. The goal is not to
boast about one's gifts but to use them
to serve others. The assessment is
couched in teaching about the body of
Christ, reminding believers that no gift is
superior to another and that all gifts are
worthless without love.

PRACTICAL STEPS TO GET
STARTED

If you are ready to explore your own
spiritual gifts using Lifeway Christian
Resources, here are some practical steps
you can take:

1. Purchase the Assessment:
Begin by selecting the appropriate
resource for your setting. Lifeway
offers individual workbooks, digital
downloads, and kits for groups.
The "Discover Your Spiritual Gifts"
study by C. Peter Wagner is a
classic, but Lifeway also has newer
options such as the "Bible Studies
for Life" series that includes gifts
discovery modules.

2. Gather a Small Group: While
you can complete the assessment
alone, you will gain far more by
doing it with others. Invite a few
friends, your Sunday school class,
or your small group to go through
the study together. The discussion
and feedback will provide valuable
insights.

3. Take the Assessment
Honestly: When you sit down to
complete the assessment, be
honest with yourself. Do not
answer based on who you think
you should be. Answer based on
how you have actually acted and
felt in ministry situations. The
most accurate results come from
self-reflection combined with the
input of those who know you.

4. Review Your Results with an
Open Heart: Once you have your
scores, prayerfully consider the
top three to five gifts. Do they
resonate with you? Do they
explain your past experiences and
passions in ministry? Discuss this
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with your group and with a trusted
mentor or pastor.

5. Experiment in Ministry: The
final and most critical step is to
put your gifts into practice.
Volunteer for a ministry that aligns
with your gifts. If you have the gift
of mercy, visit a nursing home. If
you have the gift of teaching, offer
to lead a Bible study. Through
action, your gifts will be confirmed
and refined.

THE LASTING IMPACT OF A
GIFTS-BASED MINISTRY

Churches and individuals who embrace
Lifeway Christian Resources spiritual
gifts principles often experience a
transformation in their approach to
ministry. For individuals, there is a
profound sense of relief and clarity. The
question "What am | supposed to be
doing?" is replaced with confidence and
direction. For churches, the impact is
systemic. Instead of a handful of people
doing most of the work, the entire
congregation becomes engaged, each
member contributing from their unique
strengths.

This approach also enhances spiritual
growth. When believers use their gifts,

they see God working through them.
This builds faith and deepens their
relationship with Christ. Furthermore,
working alongside others who have
different gifts teaches humility,
collaboration, and appreciation for the
diversity of the body of Christ. The unity
that results from this cooperation is a
powerful witness to the world.

Lifeway Christian Resources has
invested decades into researching,
developing, and refining their materials
on spiritual gifts. Their resources are
tested, biblically sound, and practically
effective. Whether you are a new
believer just starting your journey or a
seasoned pastor looking to revitalize
your church's ministry, these tools can
make a significant difference.

CONCLUSION

Understanding your spiritual gifts is not
a luxury for the especially devout; it is a
necessity for every believer who wants
to live out their faith fully. Lifeway
Christian Resources spiritual gqifts
assessments and curriculum provide a
trustworthy, accessible, and deeply
biblical path to discovering how God has
equipped you for service. By taking the
time to identify



