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UNDERSTANDING THE ACURA MDX B16 SERVICE: WHAT TO EXPECT AND HOW
MUCH IT COSTS

Owning a luxury SUV like the Acura MDX means enjoying a blend of performance, comfort, and
reliability. However, to keep your MDX running smoothly for years, sticking to the manufacturer’s
recommended  maintenance  schedule  is  essential.  Among  the  various  service  codes  you  will
encounter,  the  “B16”  service  is  one  of  the  most  frequently  discussed  by  owners.  In  this
comprehensive guide, we will break down everything you need to know about the Acura MDX B16
service cost, what the service includes, why it matters, and how to get the best value for your
money. Whether you are a first-time Acura owner or a seasoned enthusiast, this article will help you
plan your maintenance budget without surprises.
The Acura MDX uses a Maintenance Minder system that displays codes like A, B, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6.
A “B” service typically involves replacing the engine oil  and oil  filter,  inspecting and rotating tires,
checking  brake  pads  and  discs,  inspecting  all  fluids,  and  performing  a  comprehensive  vehicle
inspection. When a number follows, it adds specific tasks. A “B16” service means the B service plus
items 1 and 6. Item 1 is a tire rotation, and item 6 indicates replacement of the rear differential fluid.
But what does this mean for your wallet? Let’s explore the typical Acura MDX B16 service cost
and the variables that influence it.

What Exactly Does the Acura MDX B16
Service Include?
To  understand  the  cost,  you  first  need  to  know  what  work  is  performed.  The  “B16”  code  is  a
combination  of  the  base B  service  and two additional  maintenance items.  Here  is  a  detailed
breakdown:

Engine Oil and Filter Change: High-quality synthetic oil (0W-20) and a genuine Acura oil
filter.
Tire Rotation (Item 1): Rotating all four tires to promote even wear. This also includes
checking tire pressure and tread depth.
Rear Differential Fluid Replacement (Item 6): Draining and refilling the rear differential
with Acura Dual Pump Fluid II (or equivalent). This is critical for the SH-AWD system on many
MDX models.
Comprehensive Multi-Point Inspection: Checking brake pads, rotors, suspension
components, belts, hoses, battery, lights, cabin air filter, engine air filter, and all fluid levels.
Fluid Top-Offs: Topping off engine coolant, brake fluid, power steering fluid, and windshield
washer fluid as needed.
Reset Maintenance Minder: Dealer or technician resets the oil life and maintenance
indicators.

Some dealerships may also include a car wash or a vacuum as part of the service, but this varies.
The key takeaway is that the Acura MDX B16 service cost  covers labor and parts for these
specific  tasks.  If  additional  issues  are  discovered  during  the  inspection,  those  will  be  quoted
separately.

Typical Acura MDX B16 Service Cost:
Dealer vs. Independent Shop
Now to the numbers. The cost for an Acura MDX B16 service can range significantly based on where
you take your vehicle. Below are average estimates from across the United States (as of 2025).

1. AT AN ACURA DEALERSHIP

Taking  your  MDX  to  a  certified  Acura  dealership  ensures  genuine  parts,  trained  technicians,  and
warranty compatibility. However, it comes at a premium.

Average cost: $350 to $500
Includes: Genuine Acura oil filter, Honda/Acura brand rear differential fluid, and a full dealer-
level inspection.
Additional costs: Some dealers may charge extra for brake fluid flush or cabin air filter if
they deem it necessary, but these are not part of the standard B16 code.

2. AT AN INDEPENDENT EUROPEAN/ASIAN SPECIALTY SHOP

Independent  mechanics  who  specialize  in  Acura  or  Honda  vehicles  can  offer  similar  quality  at  a
lower  price.  They  often  use  OEM-quality  aftermarket  parts.

Average cost: $250 to $380
Includes: High-quality synthetic oil and a premium aftermarket or OEM-equivalent differential
fluid.
Pros: Often more personalized service and lower labor rates.

3. DIY (DO IT YOURSELF)
If you have tools and basic mechanical skills, you can perform the B16 service yourself. This is the
most cost-effective option, but it requires time and effort.

Estimated parts cost: $80 to $130 (oil, filter, differential fluid, crush washer)
Tools needed: Jack, jack stands, drain pan, wrenches, torque wrench, fluid pump for
differential.
Potential savings: $200 to $370 compared to dealer prices.

When comparing options, remember that a dealership service provides a documented history that
can enhance resale value. However, many owners find that a reputable independent shop offers the
best balance of quality and affordability for the Acura MDX B16 service cost.

Factors That Influence the Acura MDX B16
Service Cost
Several variables can cause the price to fluctuate beyond the averages listed above:

Geographic Location: Labor rates are higher in metropolitan areas like New York, Los
Angeles, or San Francisco. Rural areas typically have lower labor costs.
Model Year and Engine: Newer MDX models (2020+) with the 3.5L V6 or the hybrid system
may require different oil grades or specialized fluids, slightly increasing cost.
SH-AWD vs. FWD: The Super Handling All-Wheel Drive system requires rear differential fluid
replacement. Front-wheel-drive MDX models (rare after 2014) do not have this, so the cost
would be lower (essentially a B1 service).
Additional Recommendations: During the inspection, the technician may recommend
replacing the cabin air filter, engine air filter, or performing a brake fluid flush. These are not
part of the B16 service but are commonly bundled, adding $40–$100 to the bill.
Dealer Promotions or Coupons: Many Acura dealerships offer seasonal service coupons
that can reduce the B16 cost by $50–$80. Always check the dealer website or ask for current
specials.

Why Is the B16 Service Important for Your
Acura MDX?
Some owners skip the B16 service because they think it is just an oil change. However, the rear
differential  fluid  replacement  is  critical,  especially  for  vehicles  equipped  with  Acura’s  torque-
vectoring  SH-AWD  system.  Over  time,  the  dual  pump  fluid  breaks  down  and  accumulates  metal
debris.  Failing to replace it  on schedule (typically  every 25,000 to 30,000 miles,  or  when the
maintenance minder calls for item 6) can lead to premature wear of the rear differential, which costs
$1,500–$3,000 to repair. The inspection portion of the B service can catch issues like worn brake
pads, leaking shocks, or a failing battery before they leave you stranded.
Therefore, budgeting for the Acura MDX B16 service cost is not optional — it is a necessity to
preserve the longevity and safety of your luxury SUV. Skipping this service may also void certain
warranty coverage if a differential failure occurs and the dealer discovers improper maintenance.

How to Save Money on Acura MDX B16
Service
If the dealer price feels steep, here are practical strategies to reduce the Acura MDX B16 service
cost without compromising quality:

Use Dealer Coupons: Search online for “Acura B16 service coupon” or check the1.
maintenance section of your local Acura dealer’s website. Many offer $49.95 oil changes with
rotating inspection, but for the full B16, look for a “Multi-Point Inspection + Oil + Rotation +
Rear Diff” package deal, often $299–$349.
Join an Acura Owners Club: Some clubs have partnerships with dealerships that offer2.
discounted labor rates.
Consider an Independent Acura Specialist: A reputable shop with Acura-trained3.
mechanics can often do the B16 service for $100 less than the dealer while using quality
parts.
Buy Your Own Parts: If you have a trusted mechanic who lets you supply parts, you can4.
save 15–30% by purchasing genuine Acura oil and differential fluid online (from retailers like
Bernardi Parts or Acura OEM Parts). Then pay only for labor.
Combine Services: If your MDX is due for both B16 and the 30,000-mile or 60,000-mile5.
services, bundling them can sometimes reduce the per-item labor cost. Ask for a multipoint
package.
Check Third-Party Warranty Coverage: If you have an extended warranty or vehicle6.
service contract, some B16 items (like differential fluid) may be covered. Read your contract
carefully.

What About the Acura MDX B16 Service
on Older Models (2014–2019)?
Owners of third-generation MDX (2014-2020) often ask if the cost is different. In general, the Acura
MDX B16 service cost for these years is slightly lower because parts are less expensive and labor
is more standardized. The rear differential fluid is the same Dual Pump Fluid II, but the oil capacity is
similar. Expect to pay $300–$450 at a dealer and $220–$350 at an independent shop. The older
2010-2013 models may have slightly different requirements (some use 5W-30 oil), but the B16 code
is still valid.
It is important to note that the maintenance minder on older MDX models often triggers the B16
service around 25,000 miles or 30% oil life, whichever comes first. Always follow the minder rather
than a fixed mileage interval, as the system adapts to your driving habits.

Common Questions About Acura MDX B16
Service Cost
IS THE B16 SERVICE THE SAME AS A “MAJOR SERVICE”?
No. A “major service” usually includes spark plugs, timing belt (if applicable), transmission fluid, and
coolant. B16 is a lighter maintenance interval. Major services can cost $800–$1,200. B16 is more
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frequent and less expensive.

CAN I WAIT LONGER BETWEEN B16 SERVICES?
It is not recommended. The rear differential fluid breaks down over time, and the SH-AWD system is
sensitive  to  fluid  condition.  Stretching  intervals  risks  expensive  repairs.  Stick  to  the  maintenance
minder.

DOES THE ACURA MDX B16 SERVICE INCLUDE TRANSMISSION FLUID?
No. Transmission fluid service is covered under different codes (3, 4, or 5 depending on model). B16
only addresses the rear differential, not the transmission or front differential.

ARE THERE ANY RECALLS OR TECHNICAL SERVICE BULLETINS RELATED TO B16?
Occasionally, Acura releases updates for differential fluid specifications or replacement procedures.
Always ensure the shop uses the latest  approved fluid.  A dealer  will  automatically  follow updates;
independent shops may need to be informed.

Conclusion
Understanding the Acura MDX B16 service cost empowers you to make informed decisions about
your vehicle’s maintenance. Whether you choose a dealership for peace of mind, an independent
specialist for value, or decide to tackle the job


