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INTRODUCTION:
THE FORGOTTEN
VOICE IN THE
WILDERNESS

In the rich tapestry of
allegory and raw
human nature that is
William Golding's Lord
of the Flies, it is easy
for readers to focus
exclusively on the

primary figures: the
rational Ralph, the
brutal Jack, the

spiritual Simon, and
the intellectual Piggy.
However, nestled
among the choirboys
and lost littluns is a

character whose
presence is both
fleeting and profound:
Percival. Often
overshadowed by the
chaos of the narrative,
Percival Lord of the
Flies connection lies in
his role as a symbol of
the complete
psychological
breakdown caused by
the loss of societal
structure. This article
explores Percival’'s
character, his symbolic
weight, and why this
minor figure offers one
of the most
heartbreaking insights
into Golding’s dark
vision of humanity.
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Percival is AAH40b#8 PERCIVAL?

THE LITTLEST OFouse-like" boy,

THE LITTLUNS

To understand the
significance of Percival,
one must first place
him within the social
hierarchy of the island.
When we first meet the
character, he s
introduced not by his
actions, but by his
name. Percival is one
of the "littluns," the
younger boys who are
largely ignored by the
older leaders. The
name itself is deeply
ironic. In Arthurian
legend, Sir Percival
was the knight who
sought the Holy Grail, a
symbol of purity,
chivalry, and spiritual
quest. Golding, with his
masterful use of irony,
bestows this noble
name upon the
smallest, weakest, and
most traumatized child
on the island.

barely noticeable at
the assemblies. He
exists on the periphery
of the violence and the
debates, representing
the most vulnerable
members of any
society. Unlike Jack or
Roger, who actively
shape the island's
destiny, Percival is
merely shaped—and
ultimately
destroyed—by it. He is
the living embodiment
of the terror that the
other boys feel but
rarely articulate.

Percival's
First
Appearan
ce: The
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Recitatio

|dentity

One of the most telling
scenes involving the
Percival Lord of the
Flies narrative occurs
during the first
assembly. When asked
his name, Percival
recites his full identity

in a mechanical,
almost ritualistic
manner: "Percival

Wemys Madison." He
then proceeds to recite
his address, his phone
number, and the name
of his family. This is not
just a cute moment of
childhood formality. It
is a profound
demonstration of how
civilization imprints
itself upon the human
psyche. The name and
address are a lifeline to
the "grown-ups," a

spell of order that
keeps the world from
falling apart.

This recitation is his
anchor. It is the only
thing he knows that
makes sense in the
chaos of the island. At
this point, Percival still
believes in the power
of the adult world. He
clings to the data of his
former life because the
reality of the island is
too overwhelming to
process. This scene
establishes Percival as
the keeper of a fading
memory—a memory of
safety, rules, and order
that is rapidly
disappearing.

THE SYMBOLIC
WEIGHT OF
PERCIVAL:
INNOCENCE LOST

Percival serves as a
primary symbol for the
fragility of innocence.
While the older boys



actively shed their
civility, Percival is
passive in his downfall.
He does not choose to
become savage; he is
consumed by the
environment. Golding
uses Percival to answer
a crucial question:
What happens to the
weakest members of
society when the
structures of law and
morality collapse?

The answer s
devastating. Percival
retreats into a state of
total psychological
collapse. He is the first
character to truly
break under the
pressure. His descent
is not marked by
violence or power
struggles, but by a
complete withdrawal
from reality. He
represents the children
who are the first
victims of war, chaos,
and societal failure.

Percival
and the
"Beast":
The
Physical
Manifesta
tion of
Fear

Perhaps the most
critical moment for the
character comes
during the assembly
where the boys discuss
the existence of the
"beast." When Ralph,
Jack, and Piggy try to
rationally address the
fear, it is Percival who
gives the fear a name.
Weeping and
trembling, he whispers
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that the beast comes
from the sea. This is a
pivotal moment of
foreshadowing and
thematic depth.

While the other boys
imagine a creature that
lives on the land (a
snake-thing, a
monster), Percival
looks to the ocean—the
vast, dark, unknown
expanse that
surrounds them. The
ocean is the ultimate

symbol of the
unconscious, the
primal, and the
inescapable. By

claiming the beast
comes from the sea,
Percival unknowingly
identifies the true
source of evil: it is not
a physical creature to
be hunted, but a force
that exists within the
human condition, as
vast and deep as the
ocean itself. The
Percival Lord of the
Flies association here

is crucial: he is the one
who reveals the nature
of the beast, not
through intellect, but
through pure,
unmediated terror.

The
Breakdow
n at the
Rocks

As the novel
progresses, Percival
becomes catatonic. He
sits by the platform,
crying for his
"mummy," a display of
helplessness that
annoys the older boys.

He has been
completely abandoned.
The "littluns" are

neglected, no longer
fed properly, and left
to fend for themselves
in a world that has
become a nightmare.



Percival stops reciting
his name. He stops
speaking. He simply
exists in a state of
trauma.

This regression is a
stark indictment of the
older boys' failure to
lead. Ralph is too pre-
occupied with rescue
and shelter; Jack is too
consumed by the hunt.
Neither has the
capacity to care for the
psychological needs of
the weakest. Percival's
breakdown is a direct
result of the collapse of
the social contract. He
is the first "casualty of
war" on the island,
even before the deaths
of Simon and Piggy.

COMPARISON
WITH OTHER
CHARACTERS: THE
SILENT SUFFERER

To fully appreciate the
Percival Lord of the
Flies dynamic, one

must compare him to
the other significant
figures.

* Piggy: Piggy is
the intellect, the
voice of reason.
He clings to the
conch and the
rules of the adult
world. He is an
outsider, but he
fights for order.
Percival, by
contrast, has no
intellectual
capacity to fight.
He is pure
emotion and
terror. Piggy is
bullied; Percival
is forgotten.

e Simon: Simon is
the mystic, the
spiritual figure.
He understands
the beast is
within the boys.
He confronts the
Lord of the Flies
in his
hallucination.
Simon is brave in
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his own quiet
way. Percival has
no such insight
or bravery. He is
overwhelmed by
the same truth
that Simon
discovers, but he
cannot process
it.

e The Littluns:
While all the
littluns are
scared, Percival
is the most
extreme
example. The
other littluns play
and cry, but they
retain some
semblance of
social
interaction.
Percival
regresses to a
near-infantile
state. He is the
furthest point on
the spectrum of
innocence lost.

In a sense, Percival is
the conscience of the

novel that no one
listens to. He
represents the
consequence of
savagery: the complete
destruction of the
human spirit.

PERCIVAL AT THE
END: THE FINAL
IRONY

The final scene of the
novel is often
discussed in terms of
Ralph’s tears and the
naval officer's arrival.
However, Percival
plays a small but
devastating role in the
closing moments.
When the naval officer
arrives, he is shocked
by the state of the
boys. He sees the
painted savages and
the "war paint." He
asks for the names of
the leaders.

It is here that Golding
delivers his final
punch. The officer asks



if anyone has died. The
boys are silent. Then,
the officer sees
Percival. He s
described as sitting on
the beach, drawing
patterns in the sand.
The officer asks him his
name. In a chilling
echo of the first
chapter, Percival tries
to recite his identity:
"Percival Wemys
Madison." But he
cannot finish. He can
no longer remember
his address or his
phone number. The
connection to the
civilized world is
severed completely.

Golding writes that
Percival "found himself
looking into a howling
wilderness." This line is
the key to the Percival
Lord of the Flies
analysis. The "howling
wilderness" is not the
island. It is his own
mind. The trauma of
the island has erased

the memory of home.
The "spell" of
civilization is broken.
Even as rescue arrives,
Percival is lost. He is a
hollow shell, a living
monument to the
destruction of
innocence.

Why
Percival
Matters
More
Than You
Think

Many students and
readers dismiss
Percival as a minor
character. However, he
is essential to the
novel's thesis. Golding
is not just writing about
boys becoming
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savages. He is writing
about the cost of that
savagery. The cost is
the soul of the child.
While Jack and Roger
are the perpetrators,
and Ralph and Piggy
are the victims of the
power struggle,
Percival is the victim of
the environment. He is
the collateral damage
of the human
condition.

The novel asks: If left
to our own devices, do
we become tyrants? Or
do we become broken
survivors? Percival
answers the latter. He
is the evidence that
the loss of civilization
is not a grand, violent
spectacle for everyone.
For some, it is a quiet,
terrifying slide into
madness.

LITERARY
ANALYSIS:
GOLDING'S USE OF

THE CHARACTER

Golding uses Percival
to tell the story that
the main characters
cannot. The novel is a
fable, and every
character serves a
purpose.

1. The Fragility of
Memory:
Percival's
recitation of his
name is a
mnemonic
device. It holds
the memory of
order. Once he
forgets it, order
is dead.

2. The Failure of
Leadership: The
fact that no one
cares for Percival
highlights the
failure of both
democratic
(Ralph) and
totalitarian (Jack)
leadership
models. Neither
system protects



the weakest.
. The Nature of
Evil: Percival’'s
fear of the beast
from the sea is
the most
accurate
description of
evil in the novel.
Itis nota
monster; it is the
deep, primal
chaos that exists
within everyone.
The Unreliable
Narration of
Trauma:
Percival’s
inability to speak
is a form of
narrative silence.
Golding shows us
that the worst
horrors are often
those that
cannot be
articulated.

THE RELEVANCE
OF PERCIVAL IN
MODERN CONTEXT

The character of

10

Percival resonates
beyond the pages of a
1950s novel. In a world
increasingly aware of
trauma, war, and
displacement, Percival
represents every child
who has been "lost" in
a system that has
failed them. He is the
refugee child who
cannot remember their
home address. He is
the victim of abuse
who retreats into
silence. He is the
forgotten statistic in a
society that values
power over
compassion.

The Percival Lord of
the Flies analysis is a
lesson in empathy. It
forces the reader to
look not at the leaders,
but at the followers.
Not at the hunters, but
at the hunted. Percival
is a reminder that in
every story of conflict,
the most profound
damage is often done
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to those who are least
able to tell their own
story.

CONCLUSION: THE
LITTLE BOY WHO
CRIED FOR A
WORLD THAT WAS
GONE

In the grand scheme of
Lord of the Flies,
Percival is a whisper in
a storm. He is a small,
fragile voice that is
drowned out by the
roar of the hunt and
the cry of the war
paint. Yet, his presence
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is essential to the
novel's moral core. He
is the proof that the
beast is real, and that
it lives not in the
jungle, but in the
hearts of men who
forget to care for the
weak.

The name Percival
once meant a seeker of
the holy grail. On the
island, he sought
nothing but safety. He
never found it. The
tragedy of Percival is
that he survived the
island physically, but
his mind was



