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UNDERSTANDING
THE ANDREW
JACKSON
PRESIDENCY: A
COMPREHENSIVE
CHART AND
ANALYSIS

The presidency of
Andrew Jackson,
spanning from 1829 to
1837, remains one of
the most
transformative and
controversial periods in
American history.
Often hailed as the
"People's President,"
Jackson fundamentally
reshaped the executive

branch, expanded
democratic

participation for white
men, and fiercely
defended the union
against  nullification.
Yet, his legacy is
equally marked by the
forced removal of
Native American tribes
and his war against the
Second Bank of the
United States. To truly
grasp the complexity
of his two terms, a
structured Presidency

Chart Andrew
Jackson approach
offers invaluable
clarity. This article
serves as your
complete guide,

breaking down his
administration year by
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year, policy by policy,
and conflict by conflict,
using a detailed
analytical framework.

THE FRAMEWORK
OF THE
PRESIDENCY
CHART: ANDREW
JACKSON'S CORE
THEMES

A comprehensive chart
of Andrew Jackson's
presidency reveals
several repeating
themes that defined
his time in office.
These were not
random acts of
governance but
cohesive principles
driven by his populist
philosophy.

Understanding these

1. The
Expansio
of
Executive
Power

Jackson believed the
President was the
direct representative of
all the people. He used
the veto power more
than all his
predecessors

combined, totaling
twelve vetoes. This
aggressive use of
executive authority set
a new precedent for

themes is the first step :’he id office. ch H'i

in any detailed Ared5| ency K ar

Presidency Chart n I;e::'_ hf'a‘r:\t St%n

Andrew Jackson wou _ 'ghtig €

. Maysville Road veto
analysis.

and the Bank veto as

pivotal moments where

he overruled Congress
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on principle.

2. The
Spoils
System
and
Rotation
In Office

Jackson fundamentally
altered the federal

bureaucracy. He
believed that long
tenures led to

corruption and that
ordinary citizens could
perform government
jobs. This led to the
"spoils system," where
he replaced federal
officeholders with his
political supporters. A
key data point in any
Presidency Chart
Andrew Jackson is

the estimation that he
removed nearly 10% of
federal officeholders in
his first year alone.

3. Indian
Removal
Policy

No aspect of Jackson's
presidency is more
deeply controversial.
The Indian Removal
Act of 1830, which
Jackson strongly
championed, led to the
forced displacement of
tens of thousands of
Native Americans,
most famously the
Cherokee on the Trail
of Tears. This chapter
remains a permanent
stain on his record and
is a critical component
of any balanced
Presidency Chart
Andrew Jackson.



4. The
War on
the
Second
Bank of
the
United
States

Jackson viewed the
Bank as a corrupt,
monopolistic institution
that favored the
wealthy elite at the
expense of the
common man. His
successful effort to kill
the Bank through
vetoes and the transfer
of federal deposits
caused a financial
upheaval and became

the central issue of his
second term. The
Nullification Crisis also
stands out as a major
test of federal
authority versus states'
rights.

YEAR-BY-YEAR
BREAKDOWN: THE
PRESIDENCY
CHART ANDREW
JACKSON IN
DETAIL

Let us now populate
the Presidency Chart
Andrew Jackson with
specific, chronological
events. This structured
view helps historians
and students see how
events unfolded and
interconnected.

1829:
The
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Inaugurat

lon and

the First

Skirmis
S

he

March 4, 1829:
Jackson is
inaugurated. A
mob of
supporters
storms the White
House, leading to
damage and a
hasty exit by the
President. This
event symbolizes
the "democratic
chaos" of the
Jacksonian era.
Summer 1829:
The "Eaton
Affair" begins.
Secretary of War
John Eaton
marries Peggy

O'Neale, a
woman with a
controversial
reputation. The
wives of other
cabinet
members, led by
Vice President
Calhoun's wife,
socially ostracize
her. Jackson,
sensing a
conspiracy
against him,
demands loyalty
from his cabinet.
Key Chart
Entry: The Eaton
Affair fractures
the cabinet and
alienates Jackson
from Calhoun,
setting the stage
for future
conflict.

1830:



' debate lays out
|nd|an the core

arguments for

Re mova | and against
nullification, a
theory that

a n d states could
nullify federal

StateS' laws. Jackson

famously toasts:

nghts "Our Federal

Union: It must be

reserved."
« May 28, 1830: P
The Indian * Key Chart
. Entry: The
Removal Act is S
Nullification

signed into law.
This single piece
of legislation

movement and
Indian Removal

authorizes the geg'f‘ ti
President to ominate "
. Jackson's political
negotiate
agenda.

treaties with
Native American

tribes for their 1831'183

removal west of

the Mississippi 2 : Th e

River.

e Spring 1830:
The Webster- B a n k Wa r
Hayne Debate

occurs in the
Senate. This
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Escalates

e 1831: Jackson
reorganizes his
entire cabinet
after the Eaton
Affair. Martin Van
Buren emerges
as Jackson's
trusted advisor
and eventual
successor.

e July 10, 1832:
Jackson vetoes
the bill to
recharter the
Second Bank of
the United
States. His veto
message is a
powerful,
populist
document that
frames the Bank
as a tool of the
aristocracy. This
is a central event
in any
Presidency
Chart Andrew
Jackson.

 November
1832: Jackson is
re-elected in a
landslide victory
over Henry Clay.
The election is
widely seen as a
public
endorsement of
his Bank veto.

e Key Chart
Entry: The Bank
War is the
defining
domestic policy
conflict of
Jackson's first
term.

1832-183
3: The
Nullificati
on Crisis

* November 24,
1832: South
Carolina, led by



John C. Calhoun,
passes the
Ordinance of
Nullification,
declaring the
Tariffs of 1828
and 1832 null
and void within
the state.
December 10,
1832: Jackson
issues his
Proclamation to
the People of
South Carolina,
forcefully
denying the right
of a state to
nullify federal
law. He brands it
treason and
threatens to use
military force.
March 1833: A
compromise
tariff is passed,
and South
Carolina repeals
its nullification
ordinance. Both
sides claim
victory, but

Jackson's strong
stance reinforces
federal
supremacy.

e Key Chart
Entry: The
Nullification
Crisis is the most
serious threat to
the Union before
the Civil War.

1833-183
4: The
Removal
of
Deposits
and the
"Pet
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1 e Key Chart
B a n kS Entry: The

removal of

e September deposits
1833: Jackson solidifies
orders Secretary Jackson's
of the Treasury opposition and
Roger B. Taney leads to a
to remove all financial boom-
federal deposits and-bust cycle.

from the Second

Bank of the .
United States. He 1 8 3 5 .
deposits the

funds into state- Th e
chartered banks,

known as "pet Specle

banks."

e 1834: The .
Senate, led by C I rC u | a r
Henry Clay,
formally and the
censures Jackson

for his actions. NatIOnal

Clay calls him a
"tyrant" and a
"usurper." De bt

Jackson issues a

formal protest, e January 1835:
which the Senate Jackson

refuses to announces that
accept. the national debt



is fully paid off. It
is the only time
in American
history a
president has
accomplished
this.

July 11, 1836:
Jackson issues
the Specie
Circular, an
executive order
requiring that all
payments for
public lands be
made in gold or
silver. This was
an attempt to
curb speculation,
but it severely
restricted credit
and contributed
to the Panic of
1837.

Key Chart
Entry: The debt
payoff and the
Specie Circular
show Jackson's
commitment to
hard money and
his distrust of

paper currency.

1836-183
7: The
Final Year
and the
Legacy

e 1836: Jackson
recognizes the
independence of
Texas but
declines to annex
it due to the
controversy over
slavery. Martin
Van Buren is
elected
president.

e March 4, 1837:
Jackson leaves
office. The Panic
of 1837 begins
almost
immediately,
triggered by his

10
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Specie Circular
and the collapse
of the loose
banking
practices he
encouraged.

Key Chart
Entry: Jackson's
presidency ends
with a financial
crisis, but his
political legacy
as a champion of
the common man
is secure.

MAJOR POLICY
ACHIEVEMENTS
AND FAILURES: A
BALANCED
SCORECARD

Using the Presidency
Chart Andrew
Jackson as our guide,
we can evaluate his
administration with a
balanced scorecard. No
honest assessment can
ignore the
contradictions.

11

Achievem
ents: The
Democrat
IC
Champio
n

e Strengthened
the Executive
Branch: Jackson
firmly
established the
President as a
powerful and
independent
force in
government, not
subordinate to
Congress.
Eliminated the
National Debt:
His focus on
fiscal discipline
and paying down



the debt is a rare
and notable
achievement in

American history.

Preserved the
Union: His
decisive action
during the
Nullification
Crisis set a clear
precedent that
the federal
government
would not
tolerate
secession.
Expanded
Suffrage: While
this was a state-

12

Failures
and
Controver
sies: The
Dark Side

¢ Indian Removal
Act: The forced
relocation of
Native American
tribes is a
genocide. Over
4,000 Cherokee

IevEI tre.nd' died on the Trail
Jac son's _ of Tears. This
populist rhetoric action remains
and policies the greatest
d the i

ehcouralgfc moral failure of
removz;\ 0 his presidency.
property - e The Spoils
qualifications for System: While
\tl)Otlndgr _ intended to

r?’i' erlllng democratize
po It'lc'a don ¢ government, the
piftlc'pa lon for spoils system led
white men. to widespread
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corruption and
inefficiency. It
remained a
fixture of
American politics
for decades.
Economic
Instability: His
war on the Bank
and the Specie
Circular are
widely blamed
for causing the
Panic of 1837,
which led to a
severe economic
depression that
lasted for years.
Pro-Slavery
Stance: Jackson
was a
slaveholder and
actively worked
to suppress
abolitionist
speech. He
supported the
"gag rule" in
Congress, which
prevented
discussion of
anti-slavery

13

petitions.

THE KEY PLAYERS
IN THE
JACKSONIAN
DRAMA

A complete
Presidency Chart
Andrew Jackson
would also name the
major  figures  who
shaped his
administration.

e Martin Van
Buren: Jackson's
loyal Vice
President and
successor. He
was a master
political
organizer who
helped build the
Democratic
Party.

e John C.
Calhoun:
Jackson's first
Vice President
who became his
arch-nemesis. He
was the
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intellectual
father of
nullification.
Henry Clay: The
"Great
Compromiser"
and Jackson's
lifelong political
rival. He led the
opposition in the
Senate and was
the architect of
the American
System.

Peggy Eaton:
The central
figure in the
Eaton Affair. Her
social ostracism
became a major
political
controversy that
reshaped the
cabinet.

Roger B.
Taney: Jackson's
Attorney General
and later
Secretary of the
Treasury. He
removed the
deposits and

later became
Chief Justice of
the Supreme
Court, writing the
infamous Dred
Scott decision.
Chief Justice
John Marshall:
A political
opponent of
Jackson. In
Worcester v.
Georgia (1832),
Marshall ruled
that Georgia
could not impose
its laws on
Cherokee lands.
Jackson is
apocryphally
quoted as
saying, "John
Marshall has
made his
decision; now let
him enforce it."

THE SECOND
TERM: A DEEPER
LOOK INTO THE

14
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PRESIDENC¥ economic

CHART ANDREW consequences were
JACKSON severe. The loose

(1833-1837)

Jackson's second term
is often viewed as
more turbulent than
the first. The
Presidency Chart
Andrew Jackson for
1833-1837 is
dominated by the
aftermath of the Bank
War and the
Nullification Crisis. The
removal of deposits
sparked a political
firestorm and led to
the formation of the
Whig Party, a coalition
of Jackson's enemies.

15

lending practices of the
"pet banks" fueled a
speculative bubble in
western lands, which
eventually burst,
triggering the Panic of
1837. Jackson's final
years in office were
spent trying to manage
this impending
disaster, but his
financial policies had
already set the stage
for the collapse that
would follow him out of
office.

Furthermore, the
second term saw the
consolidation of



